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Text Completion -  Answer Key 

1. Correct Answer: A. If Bannister broke a barrier he did something that others had not done; the hurdle that he overcame would inspire 
others to overcome barriers that seemed impossible. The word closest to ‘impossible’ is ‘insurmountable’, which literally means ‘cannot be 

overcome.  
(Inane – foolish; trivial – unimportant; ineffable – cannot be expressed in words) 

2. Correct Answer: CD 

The clue is in the words ‘less obviously’ which implies that whatever we say about Miton and Housman will apply ‘less obviously’ to Dylan. Hence 
we are looking for two words of similar meaning. We could say that Milton and Housman are established figures whereas it is less obvious that the 
poetry of Dylan is ‘established’. If by established we mean accepted as having literary merit, then the partner word is obviously ‘canonical’, which 

means exactly that.  
(Arcane – known only to a few; judicious – fair, apt; obscurantist – tending to make things difficult to see) 

3. Correct Answer: CDH. One of the key words is ‘predictions’ suggesting that we are dealing with fortunetellers or forecasters not philosophers. 
Next we are told that the mind makes sense of things that have no meaning. Of the choices given, the best word in front of ‘meaning’ is ‘special’. 
Now we can see that the sentence means that what clairvoyants (people who claim to see the future or to have links with the supernatural) tell people 
is difficult to prove wrong (specious) because the mind tries to attribute significance to predictions that are not significant (special). 

4. Correct Answer: AFI.If the phenomenon is rare it cannot be pervasive (widespread). If we choose ‘devastating’ then we need to fill the second  
blank with a word that implies very harmful to match ‘devastating’; of the choices, only ‘complete’ works. For the final blank we need a word to 
contrast with ‘stress-induced’ because we are talking about memory loss (amnesia) caused by stress and comparing it to another type of amnesia. The  
best choice would be ‘physical’ trauma to contrast with the mental trauma implied in ‘stress-induced’. 

5. Correct Answer: BE.  The book is obviously a risk to publish and the publishers are unwilling to take all the risk. To ‘shoulder’ the risk means to 
bear the risk. And the book would be risky if it were ‘controversial’. Be careful to read the choices carefully as ‘unexceptionable’ means ‘cannot be 
objected to’ and is the opposite of what we need, but some people misunderstand it to mean ‘unacceptable’. 

6. Correct Answer: CD. Since the changes are abrupt, the word ‘jerkily’ is best. Since axioms (taken as true) and continuities do not change, we are 
left with ‘paradigms’ (models, or ways of looking at things). 

7. Correct Answer: B.  The key here is that the pieces are inert or ‘passive’. 

8. Correct Answer: CFG. If the conclusion might not stand up, it suggests that the conclusion was a bad one. If we select ‘hasty’ for this second 
blank, then it is easy to see that the thinking was done ‘too quickly’ and that ‘slower’ scrutiny would reveal the error. (Precipitous – hurried; warily – 
cautiously) 

9. Correct Answer: BEG. Since the problems posed are abstract and complex it is unlikely that we would need words like ‘dogma’ and ‘certitudes’ 
which would imply that the ideas are fixed. However, if we take ‘dilemmas’ (quandaries or difficult choices) then it becomes easy to see that a 
thought experiment might clarify (illuminate) the dilemma in a simple manner that removed all unnecessary (extraneous) factors. (Pivotal – essential; 
inherent – inbuilt) 

10. Correct Answer: D. We are looking for the opposite of ‘side-step’ (avoid) and so ‘confront’ is the obvious choice. 

11. Correct Answer: AF. We need a pair of opposites because the preferences of the uncle and nephew are different. The uncle shows off and the 
nephew makes his wealth less obvious. Thus ‘ostentation’ and ‘understated’. (Dissimulation – hiding the truth; libertine – unrestrained, prodigal; 
opulent – lavish) 

12. Correct Answer: BFH. The word ‘although’ indicates opposite ideas in the sentence. If we get the meaning sorted first it might be that he was 
finally accepted/proved right (any positive word) after years of ‘bad things’ that tore apart his social circle and damaged his mind (two negatives for 
the last two blanks.) Attacking the two negatives first we can have his mind ‘deranged’ and either ‘self-doubt’ or ‘suspicion’ for the other. If we 
ignore the negative (incriminated) and take ‘vindicated’ (proved right) for the first blank then that would best match with ‘suspicion’. (It is unlikely 
that ‘self-doubt’ would tear apart anyone’s social circle). 

13. Correct Answer: CD. Someone might become smug if they were over-pleased with themselves. Gerard would have become smug through too 
much praise (accolades) not lack of interest or opprobrium (contempt). If he is smug then ‘humble’ does not fit, nor does ‘repudiates’ (shuns). And 
so, finally, we have him basking in (enjoying) all the praise. 

14. Correct Answer: CDG. Working backwards, we can see that the viewer would be trained by variety (constant shift) to expect variety. Now the 
earlier part of the last sentence is meant to be a contrast and so we have the opposite of constant shift (lingers over) causing people to have a short 
attention span. People with a short attention span will be ‘impatient’ if the camera ‘lingers over’ a view. 

15. Correct Answer: BD. The word ‘amorphous’ means lacking shape or form. This is the clue to the second blank and using the clue we can take 
‘inherent structure’ as something that would seem to be lacking in jazz. For the first blank we need something to reinforce the idea of lack of 
structure, and so we choose ‘inventiveness’. Also, ‘inventiveness’ contrasts nicely with the idea of musical stability. 

16. Correct Answer: A. The preliminary sketches come before the final work and are therefore an exploration or ‘reconnaissance’ of the subject. 
(Caricature – cartoon; vignette – small sketch; pastiche – work compiled from varied sources; cameo – small portrait) 



17. Correct Answer: D.  The word ‘however’ is an important clue. We infer that sometimes the action can be useful under some circumstances, but 
normally taking these drugs in this way is not effective. Thus there is only one choice (ineffective) since all the others have positive connotations. 

18. Correct Answer: CE.  This is easy if you know the meaning of ‘subliminal’: something below the threshold of consciousness. A subliminal 
message would influence people without them realizing. (Overt – open; covert – hidden; preordained – fated) 

19. Correct Answer: BDI 

 The word ‘yet’ is the main clue. It indicates an opposite. Start with the first blank and eliminate choice A. You can also ge t rid of choice C since you 
can understand the basics of physics without creative reasoning. Now to form the opposite we can choose D for the second blank. Now we 
paraphrase what we have: creative reasoning was needed to get classical physics started, but classical physics can’t help us understand creative 
reasoning. Then we can select the final option. The statements we have so far are parallel constructions (a sort of symmetry) and are not inflexible. 

20. Correct Answer: CEG 

 The idea of the healthy stabilizing nature of the family is being replaced, and so we look for something negative for the last blank (‘moribund’ – 
dying). Now if we are getting rid of an idea the word we need is ‘debunk’ (to expose or throw out a wrong idea). If ideas were being debunked the 
decade was one of ‘iconoclasm’ (breaking with orthodoxy). 

21. Correct Answer: BE 

 Clue: ‘however’ indicates a contradictory statement, and therefore we need opposite ideas in the two halves of the sentence. 
So, Wegener’s theory is unchallenged(everyone accepts it); however he was treated with disdain (contempt). 

Also the word ‘outsider’ in the sentence indicates that the second blank will have to be a negative word. 
(approbation = approval; reverence = respect) 

22. Correct Answer: E 

 Clue: ‘as ever’ indicates that things have not changed, so the two halves of the sentence need to say similar things. So, if the revolution has not lost 
its steam, it will be going on as strongly as before. Therefore ‘rages’ is the best word. Also the word ‘fiercely’ indicates that we need a strong word. 
(trudges = walks as though tired; meanders = wanders; ambles = walks aimlessly)  

23. Correct Answer: D 

 Clue: The second half of the sentence is talking about language, and it is amplifying what has been said before the semicolon. Therefore, the first 
blank needs to be about language and ‘jargon’ is specialized language used in a profession. 

24. Correct Answer: C 

 Clue: He ‘spoke very little’ and so he uses few words. Therefore, ‘taciturn’ is the best word.  
(garrulous = talkative; equivocal = ambiguous; gregarious = sociable)  

25. Correct Answer: CEG 

 Clue: The sentence structure suggests that if biological clocks are a great advantage, then most organisms would possess them. [Or, if they are not an 
advantage, then organisms will not have them.]  
Therefore, the ‘clear’ or obvious value, leads us to expect that organisms would ‘possess’ them. The words ‘and, indeed’ indicate that what we expect 
is actually the case and that biological clocks are widespread or ‘ubiquitous’.  
(meager = small, slight; eschew = shun, avoid; ambivalent = ambiguous) 

26. Correct Answer: BDI 

 Clue: the part after the comma expands on what has been stated. Also note the word ‘least’, which here means ‘not’.  
Therefore, the peasants were least ‘free’, because they were ‘fettered’ (restricted or bound) by superstition.  
Thus those working to change the lives of the peasants would face a difficult (‘uphill’) task as the peasants were going to be resistant to change. 
(unwarranted = unjustified; enthralled = fascinated; reactionary = opposed to change)  

27. Correct Answer: B 

 Clue: ‘However’ indicates that the first part of the sentence is contradicted by the second. Therefore, if people once believed that spices preserved 
food, then the person mentioned found that spices did not preserve food, and in fact the spices were teeming (full of) bacteria etc. that could destroy 
the food.  

28. Correct Answer: AE 

 So, if the waves are not absorbed they travel on indefinitely (apparently for ever), but the intensity gets less (diminishes) as they travel away. (Note 
that all the words for the second blank can mean ‘lessen’ but alleviate and mitigate cannot be used in this particular context.) Remember, the sentence 

has to make the best sense, so saying that sound intensity increases as the waves travel is counter to common sense. 
(erratically = not constantly; alleviates = makes less severe)  



29. Correct Answer: BEG 

 Clue: Colons can be important places to start. Since both artists are described after the colon we can see that Palmer is ‘reserved and courteous’ but 
Frazer is ‘boastful’. 
So, we conclude that the artists differed and we need a ‘bad’ word for the third blank. ‘Choleric’ means easily angered and so would be a good 
opposite to ‘restrained’. 
We now know that ’difference’ will fit the second blank and can go back to the first blank.  
The fact that their temperaments are so different is ‘surprising’. Hence it would seem that their works were similar and therefore difficult to 

‘distinguish’.  
(phlegmatic = calm, imperturbable; tractable = easily lead, docile; constraint = limitation)  

30. Correct Answer: CE 

 Clue: Try to understand the overall meaning here. The emphasis on one type of literature (British-American) has not reflected the differences 
(diversity) in our country, which is multicultural. And so the flexibility in our culture has been reduced or suppressed (stifled). 
( unanimity = consensus, agreement; aspirations = hopes; inculcate = instill)  

31. Correct Answer: B 

 Clue: The researchers were unwilling to admit that they were wrong. Therefore they would try to support (buttress) their arguments. 
(ascertain = find out; refute = prove wrong; absolve = forgive)  

32. Correct Answer: ADH 

 The part after the semicolon expands upon the first part of the sentence. 
So, since the first part tells us that there is no money in archaeology, then there will only be small (paltry) amounts for excavating and preserving.  
In the last sentence the words ‘all but’ mean ‘almost’. Re-opening sites that have been left to the forces of Nature (because of lack of funds for 
preservation) will be difficult or almost ‘impossible’. (We could not say it would be almost trivial or almost rewarding.) The second blank is fairly 
obvious: if the sites have been left to the forces of Nature we could say that they have been ‘abandoned’. (Overworked or denuded (stripped) would 
suggest that everything possible had been got out, whereas the sentence tells us that much remains to be revealed.)  

33. Correct Answer: B 

 Clue: The semicolon indicates that the second part is closely related to the first. 
So, since the student was foolhardy (reckless) he was doing something unwise. It would be reckless to question the professor’s judgment, and so we 
can say that he had the temerity (excessive nerve, or daring) to question him. 
Note that temerity has a negative connotation. 
(trepidation = fear and hesitation; condescension = arrogance)  

34. Correct Answer: CF 

 Clue: The word ‘formerly’ indicates that once things were different. Hence we require a pair of opposites. 
Since fish cannot now be seen the waters must be ‘turbid’ (murky and muddy); formerly the waters must have been unpolluted and ‘pellucid’ (very 
clear). 
(tranquil = peaceful; stagnant = not moving; pellucid = transparently clear; verdant = green and fertile)  

35. Correct Answer: A 

 Clue: The sentence states that the muscles were not used and so we would expect them to waste away. Atrophied means wasted away, or withered. 
Note that dwindled means grew less but could not be used for muscles. 
(invigorated = energized)  

36. Correct Answer: BF 

 Clue: ‘Ranging from something to something’, indicates that extremes are required. Also we are told that the poetry is uneven , indicating that 
opposites are required. 
Therefore, ‘trite’ (unoriginal) is a negative word, and ‘inspired’ is a positive word. 
(sublime = magnificently inspiring; succinct = short and to the point; laconic = using few words; sonorous = full of sound)  

37. Correct Answer: BEI 

 Clue: The semicolon indicates that the second part of the second sentence amplifies the first part. Also the second part states that the lymphocytes 
are ‘newly produced’. So, we infer that there is a production (‘proliferation’) of these cells in the glands. 
Once the second blank is filled, the first becomes clearer: the lymphocytes will multiply unless the immune system is ‘suppressed’. And since the 
immune system recognizes what is alien, the lymphocytes will ‘attack’ the foreign tissue. 
(proliferation = growing and multiplying; stasis = static situation)  

38. Correct Answer: CE 



 Try to understand the logic of the sentence. The new scheme might actually do something to put off (‘daunt’), the applicants that it was intended to 
encourage. This would be a ‘drawback’ (problem) with the scheme. 

39. Correct Answer: AD 

 Clue: the semicolon suggests that the second part expands upon the first part. So, if corruption is ‘rife’ (common), then we will doubt the integrity of 
the officials. Their integrity will be ‘suspect’ (doubtful). Note the use of ‘suspect’ as an adjective rather than as a verb or noun. 

40. Correct Answer: CFH 

 The ‘but rather’ construction indicates an opposite. Since they do not follow a model favored by ‘orthodox’ experts, we infer  that they must seem 

‘unorthodox’. Since they do not follow the orthodox, they must be unorthodox (‘iconoclastic’). Since they use intuition they might be said to be 
‘capricious’ (whimsical) and not ‘rational’. 
Note that ‘and’ usually links words with similar values (both positive, or both negative etc.) 
(cerebral = concerned with thinking; iconoclastic= opposed to orthodoxy; capricious = whimsical, fickle)  

41. Correct Answer: D 

 Clue: He was cast out. An outcast is a ‘pariah’. This question is purely a matter of vocabulary. 

(ascetic = one who lives a severe existence without indulgences; prodigy = genius, or very talented; prodigal = wasteful person; tyro = novice, 
beginner)  

42. Correct Answer: ADI 

 Clue: ‘because’ gives a reason for the word that is needed in the first blank. If the essay is so similar, it will look as though it is copied. To copy 
without giving acknowledgement is ‘plagiarism’. If the person is able to prove himself or herself not guilty (‘vindicate’) then the other student’s work 

will be suspected of plagiarism and his or her denials will be viewed with ‘skepticism’ (doubt). 
(procrastination = putting off, delaying; decorum = good and correct behavior; reprieve = to let off the hook; credulity = belief; cognizance = 
awareness)  

43. Correct Answer: E 

 Clue: The part after the semicolon explains what kind of age we are talking about. So, since we are told that maximizing pleasure is the point, the 
word we need is ‘hedonistic’ (pleasure seeking). 
(ubiquitous = found everywhere; propitious = favorable; sporadic = intermittent, not continuous)  

44.Correct Answer: CDG 

 The clue to the second blank is that the doctor is ‘thankful’. He would be thankful if the disease had gone into remission. (Note that the words 
‘sequestration’ and ‘quarantine’ would make no sense in this context.) It follows from the word ‘remission’ that the disease is no longer active, and 
hence the symptoms, rather than persisting, would ‘not recur’ for some time. The best answer to the first blank is rather obvious: if the treatment is 

‘aggressive’ it would be likely to be ‘life-threatening’ in itself.  
(refulgent = shining brightly, sequestration = isolation; quarantine = isolation; remission = temporary improvement in a disease; malinger = try to 
avoid work)  

45. Correct Answer: CF 

 Clue: Since the air is described as ‘pure’ we need a positive word. Also, since doctors recommend it, the air must be good for health. 
Therefore, we choose ‘invigorating’ which means energizing. 

The second blank must be an opposite and so ‘debilitating’ is the clear choice. 
(Note that ‘soporific’ and ‘stimulating’ are opposite in meaning but would not fit the overall logic of the sentence.)  
(soporific = sleep-inducing; debilitating = weakening; insalubrious = unhealthy; deracinating = uprooting)  

46. Correct Answer: BD 

 Clue: ‘though’ indicates the need for opposites. 

Therefore, we say that he was ‘faultless’ (perfect) in his grammar, though his accent was almost ‘unintelligible’ (impossible to understand). [This is 
the only pair of opposites.] 
(erratic = unpredictable; germane = relevant; stentorian = loud and powerful in voice)  

47. Correct Answer: A 

 Clue : ‘Though’ indicates the need for opposites in the two halves of the sentence. Also, ‘life-like’ indicates ‘realistic’ is the word needed.  
The sentence means that, though there are no life-like meanderings, the work is presented as realistic fiction. [Note that to get the meaning out of the 
sentence it sometimes helps to turn the parts around.]  

48. Correct Answer: AEH 

 Note that ‘and’ usually joins things of similar meaning or weight. This suggests that since ethics are declining, moral standards are also declining 
(‘deteriorating’). The word ‘optimism’ is entirely unsuitable for a situation of moral decline, but ‘complaint’ would fit well. Now checking the 



options for the last blank, ‘awareness’ fits well as there is a general complaint about the situation. ‘Belligerence’ would be too strong as the general 
feeling will not translate into action. 
(cliché = overused expression; resurgent = reviving; belligerence = aggression)  

49. Correct Answer: CE 

 The first blank requires something that conveys what man has done to the genetic code – the only suitable word is ‘decipherer’, as the genetic code is 
a natural phenomenon, not something man-made. Since a microbe is not a rodent, nor is it created by the sewers, we are left with ‘denizen’ for the 
second blank. 
(rodent = animal like a rat or mouse; decipherer = someone who decodes; denizen = inhabitant)  

50. Correct Answer: BD 

 Since ‘enjoying’ is a positive word it makes most sense to say that the thesis was once in ‘obscurity’ but now it is being looked at favorably again. 
‘Renaissance’ has the connotation of something coming back into favor.  
(limelight = favorable attention; decimation = destruction; longevity = length of life)  

51. Correct Answer: A 

 Clue: The part of the sentence after the semicolon defines the word needed for the blank. So, since he ‘hated mankind’, the word we need is 
‘misanthrope’ (a hater of the rest of mankind). This question is purely a test of vocabulary.  
(hypochondriac = someone excessively worried about his/her health; philanthropist = generous person, lover of mankind; hedonist = pleasure seeker; 
sybarite = lover of  

52. Correct Answer: CD 

 The part after the semicolon should amplify what came first. The most logical way to complete the sentence would be to say that in an age of global 
communications a narrow (parochial) attitude is useless, and the businessman should have a broad outlook (widen his horizons). Note that it is often 
useful to read the sentence in reverse order. 
(parochial = concerned with local matters, narrow-minded)  

53. Correct Answer: E 

 Clue: Since there is a wide range of books, then the family must have wide ranging tastes. So, we choose ‘eclectic’ which means taking things from 

a wide range of sources. 
(anomalous = odd; arcane = obscure; furtive = stealthy)  

54. Correct Answer: AD 

 Since human beings are described as selfish for letting the plastic bags clog the environment, we can deduce that the author thinks we are tolerating 
this abuse, and ‘condone’ becomes the best word for the first blank. And, since the bags are found everywhere you travel they must be ‘ubiquitous’. 

[This question is a simple matter of vocabulary...either you know the meanings or you do not. Learn your word lists!]  
(condone = give silent approval to; attenuate = weaken; abrogate = cancel and deny; fleeting = short-lived; ubiquitous = found everywhere; covert = 
hidden, stealthy)  

55. Correct Answer: BFI 

 Clue: The two sentences complement each other. If he needs more experimental data the review must suggest that he add material to ‘bolster’ 
(strengthen) his argument. If it is short on matter we could call it ‘slight’ and therefore ‘inadequate’.  
(culminate = end; exigent = urgent; profound = deeply significant; bolster = support; succinct = short and well expressed)  

56. Correct Answer: B 

Clue: ‘and’ usually links things of similar nature. So, the reception was warm and then continued to get approval or support (‘endorsement’). Also the 
word ‘initially’ suggests that something changed into its opposite. Therefore, the work was initially endorsed and then came under fire (was 
attacked). 
(denigration = negative criticism; refutation = proving wrong)  

57. Correct Answer: AD 

Clue: ‘by definition’ a person who knows things well is an educated person. Therefore, saying that the classics were considered a storehouse 
(‘repository’) of wisdom, and that an ‘educated’ person knew them well, makes perfect sense. 
(frontispiece = illustration at the beginning of a book; obtuse = mentally dull; font = source; ecclesiastical = concerned with the church)  

58. Correct Answer: CE 

Clue: ‘despite’ indicates something contrary. So, despite the rejection slips he pursues his path ‘doggedly’ or tirelessly. But since the ‘and’ links 
similar things he is getting ‘disappointment’ along with the rejection slips, not encouragement or acclaim. 
(doggedly = never giving up; sporadically = on and off; acclaim = praise)  



59. Correct Answer: BDH 

The word ‘while’ is an important clue. These countries are unwilling to forego the benefits of standardized testing, ‘while’ (yet at the same time) 
seeking to do something else. The ‘something else’ will need to be in opposition to these tests. Hence, the last blank is easiest to attack first as we 
need something negative about examinations. If we take ‘tyrannous growth’ then we can return to the other two blanks and say that that countries are 
seeking to ‘diminish the check on’ individual ‘spontaneity’. This makes sense as standardized tests might be expected to reduce spontaneity in favor 
of standardization.  
(empowering = giving power; spontaneity = impulsiveness, freedom from restraint; tyrannous = harsh, repressive)  

60. Correct Answer: CDI 

Read the sentence and see whether you can suggest a word of your own for one of the blanks. The ‘but’ indicates an opposition  to the proposed 
meeting, and makes it likely that ‘doomed to failure’ is better than the two positive choices for the second blank. It sounds as though the meeting was 
doomed because the temper of the times was unsuitable. This would suggest that another negative will be needed will be needed for the third blank. 
Of the choices, only ‘inimical’ is negative. Then it is unlikely that he would arrange a meeting in keeping with his own aversions; he would do so in 
keeping with his own inclinations (‘predilections’). 
(predilections = tendencies, inclinations; inimical = hostile; amicable = friendly; peccadilloes = failings or minor sins)  

61. Correct Answer: AE 

The 'in fact' suggests that the second part of the sentence reinforces the first. The correct answer tells us that he had a 'propensity for' vacillation, 
which means he tended to waver, and therefore we can describe him as always 'indecisive'. The key to this sentence is knowing that 'vacillation' 
means wavering. If we took the second part as having an ‘aversion to’ wavering, then Stephen would have to be decisive, and none of the choices 

convey that idea. Also note that turning the sentence round often helps you to see the connection. 
(volatile = changeable; propensity = tendency; aversion = dislike)  

62. Correct Answer: C 

Clue: The part after the semicolon gives the clue. It states that they were used to watching things that get over fast, and therefore the cricket match 
seemed ‘interminable’ (never ending). None of the other words is about the time factor except ‘evanescent’ which means short-lived and would not 
fit the sense. 
(inconsequential = unimportant; implausible = cannot be believed)  

63. Correct Answer: BE 

Clue: ‘unlike’ indicates that the two men are opposites. Since the present accountant has never made a mistake, he is careful  or ‘punctilious’, whereas 
the previous person was ‘unreliable’. 
(pusillanimous = cowardly; punctilious = painstaking, meticulous; asinine = stupid; craven = cowardly)  

64. Correct Answer: B 

Clue: Since the refugee can improve rapidly, her poor English is not a major problem. It can be overcome, and is therefore not an ‘insuperable’ 
problem.  
(implausible = cannot be believed; insuperable = cannot be overcome; inconsequential = unimportant; evocative = drawing out ideas etc.; injudicious 
= unwise)  

65. Correct Answer: BEH 

Clue: The sentence suggests that language is something very difficult to handle; it almost requires genius to handle it with skill. Therefore, for the 
second and third blanks we choose two words that indicate ‘skill. 

’ in effective use of language – ‘certainty’ and ‘precision’. (note that words like ‘sincerity’ and ‘alacrity’, though positive, do not convey the idea of 
‘skill’. Next the use of the word ‘subtler’ indicates that language is not obvious, and for the first blank we need something that means ‘subtle’. 
(nuanced = full of subtleties; alacrity = eagerness; eloquence = ability to speak well; stygian = very dark; disinterest = lack of bias)  

66. Correct Answer: B 

Clue: The second part of the sentence explains or amplifies the part before the semicolon. Since his recordings range widely, his tastes could be 
described as wide-ranging, or ‘eclectic’. 
(eclectic = taking things from diverse sources; antediluvian = old fashioned; sonorous = full of sound)  

67. Correct Answer: BDI 

The 'and' in the first sentence is an important clue; 'and' usually links similar things. Therefore, we need a word similar to 'innovative'.'Unorthodox' is 

suitable because it implies the lines of inquiry are not traditional. The word ‘yet’ indicates that the second sentence provides an opposing or 
qualifying view. This sentence suggests that the solid core of knowledge has come from something more routine (‘mundane’) and less innovative, 
and as such we should not ‘decry’ the routine work. 
(decry = speak against; moribund = on the point of death; hidebound = fixed and rigid)  

68. Correct Answer: BF 



Clue: The behavior of the wife is described as ‘affectionate’ and so we require a word of similar weight for the first blank.  Hence we eliminate 
‘restrained’ and ‘ungainly’ and select ‘frivolous’. Also the Duke is described as ‘austere’ and is unlikely to approve of affectionate behavior. And so 
for the second blank we choose the negative word puerile. 
(frivolous = non-serious; ungainly = awkward; sublime = awe-inspiring; puerile = childish)  

69. Correct Answer: AD 

The words ‘in the same way’ shows that we are looking for parallel ideas. Hence, if we ‘inherit’ a certain tendency, then, in the same way, we will 
inherit another tendency. Hence ‘predisposed’ is the best choice for the second blank. (We would not need to be taught or encouraged if the tendency 
is inherited.) Since this is what Wilson argues we can choose ‘contends’ for the first blank. There is nothing to suggest he ‘fears’ this idea or 
‘demurs’.  
(contends = argues; demurs = hesitates and denies; predisposed = pre-programmed toward)  

70. Correct Answer: E 

The words ‘reek and corruption’ tell us that the pond is full of decay. Hence, bad smelling or ‘fetid’ is the best choice. 
(evocative = reminiscent; dolorous = sad; resonant = echoing)  

71. Correct Answer: B 

To make the sentence logical, the crew would have to throw out sand bags if they wanted the balloon to rise. Hence, the word we need is ‘jettisoned’ 
(threw out). 
(capsized = sank; salvaged = rescued; augmented = increased; enumerated = counted)  

72. Correct Answer: ADI 

It is often a good idea to work backwards. In this case the fact that his demeanor was ‘unenthusiastic’ suggests that he did not have faith in his own 
argument. Hence the best word for the third blank is ‘unconvinced’. If ‘we were not fooled’, the plan was obviously not good and ‘obviously 
untenable’ works best for the second blank. Finally, his argument was not a good one and the only word for the first blank wi th clearly negative 
connotations is ‘specious’. 
(specious = deceptive or misleading; cogent = well-expressed, clear = lucid; labyrinthine = complex and involved; untenable = cannot be 
supported/held; duped = fooled)  

73. Correct Answer: E 

 The part after the semicolon tells us that Hawkins is highly respected. Hence, the only suitable word is ‘preeminent’. (All the others have negative 
connotations.) 
(disparaged = criticized; ignominious = shameful; obsolete = outdated; anachronistic = in the wrong time period; preeminent = foremost, famous)  

74. Correct Answer: CD 

 Starting with the first blank we see two words that imply lack of confidence: ‘trepidation’ (fear) and ‘consternation’ (worry). Putting ‘fear’ in the 
first blank would not make a sensible sentence with any of the options for the second blank. However, if she paraded with ‘panache’ (in a confident 
and stylish manner) then we could say it was impossible to tell that this was her ‘first assignment’ as she was behaving so confidently. Remember 
what you end up with should be a perfectly logical sentence. 
(gait = style of walking; persona = assumed personality)  

75. Correct Answer: AE 

 Starting with the second sentence, we see that calling a lead pencil by that name is obviously some kind of error as the sentence tells us that such 
pencils are filled with graphite. Hence, the word ‘misnomer’ is appropriate since it means ‘wrong name’. The first sentences tells us that such usages 
are ‘illogical’ and therefore we cannot say that they have evolved ‘rationally’. Of the remaining choices, ‘haphazardly’ (randomly) is the better word 
to agree with ‘illogical’ and make a meaningful sentence. 
(misdemeanor = wrongdoing; euphemism = figure of speech in which polite words are used to disguise something bad; ab initio = from the 
beginning)  

76. Correct Answer: CDH 

 Some kind of negative word is needed for the first blank as the weather forced us to stay indoors. Hence, the only suitable word is ‘inclement’. 
Inclement weather is stormy or unsuitable for going out in. The second and third blanks need to complement each other in meaning. If the games 
were ‘inane’ (silly or meaningless), then calling them ‘vacuous’ (devoid of meaning) makes perfect sense. 
(restorative = invigorating; congenial = suitable, friendly)  

77. Correct Answer: BE 

 The sentence structure implies opposites are needed. (It will be hard to do something now that something else has happened.) Hence, it will be hard 
to ‘mollify’ (pacify or soothe) him now that you have so ‘incensed’ him. (These are the only suitable pair of ‘opposites’) 
(indict = charge with an offense; lampoon = ridicule; incensed = made angry; subjugated = suppressed, bemused = confused)  

78. Correct Answer: CD 



 ‘But’ indicates the need for an opposite. He was ‘upset’ but was made less upset ‘consoled’ (comforted) by a conviction (belief) that he had not 
deserved the dismissal. Since ‘merit’ means deserve, this becomes the best choice. 
(consoled = comforted; mar = spoil; miffed = annoyed)  

79. Correct Answer: B 

 Clue: The word ‘betrayed’ is the clue. Since she betrayed someone she would be condemned for her treachery. ‘Perfidy’ is the best choice since it 
means treachery. 
(truculence = stubbornness; serendipity = fortunate coincidence; pragmatism = practicality; discernment = judgment)  

80. Correct Answer: AEG 

 Clue: Grandfather used to tell stories (anecdotes). He was also entertaining. So, the best answer will be that he was a ‘raconteur’ (teller of stories) 
who ‘regaled’ (entertained) the children. In their ‘childlike simplicity’ they would have ‘accepted’ the stories; the other options for the third blank do 
not fit with the idea of simplicity. 
(curmudgeon = grumpy person)  

81. Correct Answer: AEI 

 Here we need to get an overview of the whole sentence. You can always try putting 

g words of your own into the blanks to get a feel for the sentence before looking at the options. The words ‘degenerating’ and ‘refusing’ set the 
negative tone for the sentence. We might read the sentence thus: the session degenerated into ‘something bad’ with politicians ‘doing something bad’ 

to each other and refusing to ‘do something good’. Now the selection of ‘mayhem’ becomes easy, followed by the very negative ‘hurling invectives 
at’ and the positive ‘come to order’. 
(mayhem =confusion and disorder; banter = playful talk; invectives = insults)  

82. Correct Answer: ADI 

 The sense of the second sentence tells us that he would have been relieved to end the fighting and cancel his order to attack when he saw the white 

flag (signal to surrender). Therefore, we choose to say that he ‘countermanded’ his order, and brought an end to the ‘hostilities’. The first sentence 
tells us that he acted ‘contrary to his reputation’. Since he stopped the fighting he was NOT bloodthirsty.  
(pedant = person overly concerned with narrow points of learning; reiterated = repeated; countermanded = cancelled; commandeered = took 
possession of; truce = peace agreement; hiatus = interruption)  

83. Correct Answer: A 

 Clue: She threw out a valuable statue just because it belonged to her ex-husband. Therefore, she must have been acting out of spite or ill will. Hence 

we choose ‘pique’ which means ‘resentment’. [Note that ‘pique’ used as a verb means to stimulate curiosity.]  
(contrition = regret or sorrow; pedantry = insistence on narrow points of learning; prudence = caution)  

84. Correct Answer: BDH 

 Clue: The words ‘no longer’ indicate a change of state. The original layout would therefore be no longer visible or apparent. If the layout is no 
longer ‘discernible’, the buildings must have been changed (‘transmogrified’). The word ‘but’ indicates that a negative word will follow for the last 

blank. Also the word ‘transmogrified’ has a negative connotation, suggesting that the changes were ‘grotesque’. 
(decimated = destroyed; enshrouded = covered; discernible = visible;extant = still in existence; adept = skilful) 

85. Correct Answer: AD 

 Clue: The two halves of the sentence indicate that there is a difference between the treatment of male and female sculptors. If sculpture has been 
considered the ‘prerogative’ of men, then it fits that women sculptors would have met with opposition. Now we have to understand that the 
construction of the end of the sentence means that the second blank has to be stronger in meaning than the first. The only negative word for the 

second blank is ‘ridicule’ and so we need something rather milder, but still negative, for the first. Hence, we choose ‘discouragement’. 
( vilification = strong denouncement; approbation = approval; prerogative = special right, privilege)  

86. Correct Answer: CF 

 Clue: Ask yourself what kind of action would be inadvisable if we have not accumulated expertise. Since ‘precipitate’ means hurried or rash, it 
seems the best choice. Also without expertise only a ‘cautious’ or wary approach would be suitable. As always, it is not enough to know that you 

need a pair of opposites: the logic must also be clear. 
(vacillating = wavering, hesitating; circuitous = indirect)  

87. Correct Answer: B 

 Clue: The sentence states that the early death of Persius prevented him from properly finishing his work, hence it is likely that the author of the 
preface would regret (lament) that fact. [Note that the tone of the sentence is important; positive words would not fit the sense. Also ‘commenting’ or 
‘mentioning’ might fit if it were not for the word ‘should’ - you cannot say that you ‘comment that something should prevent someone’.] 
(lament = express regret)  



88. Correct Answer: CF 

 If the market research firm has an excellent (‘impeccable’) reputation, Harding would be unable to reject the findings even if they were unexpected. 
Hence we choose ‘discount’ (ignore), and ‘impeccable’ (faultless). It would not make sense to say that the firm had a poor (mediocre, unenviable) 
reputation, because then surprising findings might not have been entirely unexpected. 

89. Correct Answer: C 

 Clue: A set of words linked with ‘and’ usually indicates things of similar weight. To go with ‘absurd’ and ‘unnatural’ we can  choose ‘incompatible’ 
with common sense. 
(consanguineous = related by blood; discernible = visible; decipherable = can be decoded; incompatible = not matching)  

90. Correct Answer: AE 

 Clue: The key words are ‘fooled’ and ‘belies’. Belies means contradicts, and hence her superficial simplicity or ‘naiveté’ belies her worldliness. If 

she is only superficially simple, her manner is a pretence of simplicity, and hence we should not be fooled by her ‘unsophisticated’ manner. 
(proficiency = expertise; gregarious = sociable; off-hand = casual)  

91. Correct Answer: B . Clue: He never thought the business would prosper (do well). Therefore, the success came as a surprise and contradicted 

(‘belied’) his expectations. 
(nullified = canceled; ratified = gave approval to)  

92. Correct Answer: BF.  Clue: If the journalist claimed that the drug squad had caused the problem or made it worse, he would attack and not 

praise them. Hence, we can choose to say that he ‘deprecated’ (criticized) the efforts and said that they ‘exacerbated’ the problem (made it worse). 
[Note that the sentence could have been positive, with the journalist praising the efforts if the squad cured the problem. But, no such pair of positives 
is among the choices.]  

93. Correct Answer: AEG.  Clue: ‘Since’ indicates a consequence. Since they failed to conquer (subjugate) the tribes, they built a wall to keep out, 
or ‘exclude’ the tribes. The question at the end suggests that this attempt was misguided (or ‘seemingly overoptimistic’) as no wall can ‘deter’ the 
determined. The word ‘deter’ is also better than the other options as the wall was to exclude the natives not to conquer or l imit them. 
(barricade = build a barrier; circumscribe = limit)  

94. Correct Answer: E.  Clue: The required word is signaled by the phrase ‘ flying into a rage’. Someone who is easily angered is described as 
‘irascible’. 
(taciturn = silent; voluble = talking a lot; subdued = quiet; contrite = sorry)  

95. Correct Answer: BDG.  You need to know that ‘bantering’ means ‘playful’. So, although the talk seemed playful, it actually masked bad 
feeling. Here we have a ‘good word’ followed by ‘bad word’ situation. Hence we choose ‘amicable’ for the good word, and ‘antagonism’ for the bad. 
The first blank needs care because of the double negative. Simon apparently was not usually bad at seeing such things, hence we can say he was not 
‘unperceptive’. 
(amicable = friendly; exasperating = frustrating; geniality = friendliness)  

96. Correct Answer: BDI.  The phrase ‘at least shorter’ suggests that the chemists liked the shorter older names. Thus the word ‘cumbersome’ 
seems best for the first blank to explain why the new nomenclature was not liked. By going back to the old names, it seems that tradition was more 
powerful than ‘system’. 
(Cumbersome = bulky or unwieldy; succinct = short and to the point; longevity = length of life)  

97. Correct Answer: CE.  Clue: ‘Even though’ indicates the need for opposites. This suggests that although he was cleared of the crime 
(‘vindicated’), his reputation was damaged by the allegations. For the second blank ‘tarnished’ would fit, especially since it contrasts with the word 
‘unblemished’.  
(vindicated = proved right; enhanced = improved; indicted = charged with a crime; tarnished = rusted or spoiled; condoned = silently approved) 

98. Correct Answer: D.  Clue: The word for the blank is explained after the semicolon. If they force their viewpoint on the viewer, then they must 

be ‘didactic’. Didactic means intending to preach or instruct. 
(conciliatory = bringing disputing sides together; prolific = productive; iconoclastic = opposing orthodoxy; contumacious = stubborn)  

99. Correct Answer: AD.  The sense of the sentence tells us that since she is viewing fragmentary remains, there is nothing much left of the ancient 

city. The archaeologist is likely to reflect on the fact that human constructions do not last long. Hence, ‘impermanence’ of human ‘endeavor’ fits 
well. 
(impermanence = being short lived; endeavor = effort; dearth = shortage; durability = able to last)  

100. Correct Answer: CE . ‘But’ indicates a need for opposites. In the embarrassing situation he did the opposite of what he would do normally. 
Hence, he was normally ‘forthright’ (truthful), but was compelled to ‘prevaricate’ (lie, or avoid the truth).  
(equable = even tempered; capitulate = give in to)  

 


