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Outline of AWM

The AWM tests critical thinking 
and analytical writing skills.

 It assesses ability to articulate 
and support complex ideas, 
construct and evaluate arguments, 
and sustain a focused and 
coherent discussion.

It is always the first section of the 
test.

 It does not assess specific 
content knowledge.



AWM Format

Task Duration What does it measure?

The issue task 30 minutes

The Issue task presents an opinion 

on an issue of general interest 

followed by specific instructions 

on how to respond to that issue

You are assessed on:

 how you evaluate the issue 

 consider its complexities and 

develop an argument with 

reasons and examples to 

support your views

The Argument 

task 
30 minutes

The Argument task requires you 

to evaluate a given argument 

according to specific instructions

You are assessed on:

 how you consider the logical 

soundness of the argument 

rather than agree or disagree 

with the position it presents



Availability of features on ETS software

• The computer-delivered test will use a basic word processor containing 
following functionalities:

• Insert text

• Delete text

• Cut-and-paste 

• Undo or redo the previous action

• No spell checker or grammar checker



Score 
Description

The reported score ranges from 0 to 6 in half-
point increments

You are assessed on your critical thinking skills:

Your response must be insightful with in-depth analysis 
of complex ideas

You must develop and support main points with 
logically compelling reasons and/or highly persuasive 
examples.

Your response must be well focused and well organized.

You must use sentence variety and precise vocabulary to 
convey meaning effectively.

You must  demonstrate superior facility with sentence 
structure and language usage.

You may have minor errors that do not interfere 
with meaning.



The Issue Task



Instructions

Each issue topic is accompanied by one of the 
following sets of instructions:

• Each Issue topic consists of an issue statement or 
statements followed by specific task instructions that tell 
you how to respond to the issue. 

• The wording of some topics in the test might vary 
slightly from what is presented in the ets pool of issue 
topics because there may be multiple versions of some 
topics with similar or identical wording 

• with different task instructions, it is very important to 
read your test topic and its specific task directions 
carefully and respond to the wording as it appears in the 
actual test.



Instructions

Each task is accompanied by one of the following sets 
of instructions:

• Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning 
for the position you take. In developing and supporting your 
position, you should consider ways in which the statement might 
or might not hold true and explain how these considerations 
shape your position.

• Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the recommendation and explain your 
reasoning for the position you take. In developing and 
supporting your position, describe specific circumstances in 
which adopting the recommendation would or would not be 
advantageous and explain how these examples shape your 
position.

• Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the claim. In developing and supporting 
your position, be sure to address the most compelling reasons 
and/or examples that could be used to challenge your position.



Introduction

• The "Analyze an Issue" task assesses your ability to think 
critically about a topic of general interest and to clearly 
express your thoughts about it in writing.

• Each Issue topic makes a claim that can be discussed from 
various perspectives and applied to many different 
situations or conditions. Your task is to present a compelling 
case for your own position on the issue.

• Before beginning your written response, be sure to read the 
issue and the instructions that follow the Issue statement. 
Think about it from several points of view, considering the 
complexity of ideas associated with those views.

• Then, make notes about the position you want to develop 
and list the main reasons and examples you could use to 
support that position.



How to plan 
the issue 
task? 

(Planning time: 3-5 minutes)

Read the given topic meticulously

Don’t be curious to take a stand immediately after 
reading the topic

Think of 3 distinct examples (for and against) 

Don’t be lured to think of more than 3 examples 
due to time constraints

If you find 3 examples in favour of the topic, take 
a position in favour of the topic

If you find 3 examples against the topic, take a 
position against the topic



Where should I take examples from?

• History: Martin Luther King Jr, Mandela, Lincoln, 
Mahatma Gandhi etc.

• Science:  Discoveries / Inventions by Newton, 
Einstein etc.

• Stories: Mythological

• Politics: Politicians, Acts, Laws etc.

• Literature: Animal Farm, Shakespeare etc.

• Sports: Famous sports-stars

• Business: Famous business tycoons

• Arts: Documentaries on popular people or topics etc.



Plan The Issue Task

As people rely more and more on technology to 
solve problems, the ability of humans to think 
for themselves will surely deteriorate.

Discuss the extent to which you agree or 
disagree with the statement and explain your 
reasoning for the position you take. In 
developing and supporting your position, you 
should consider ways in which the statement 
might or might not hold true and explain 
how these considerations shape your 
position.

In favour Against 

1

2

3

1

2

3



Template For An 
Issue Task

Total Writing 
Time 
(23–25 minutes)

First Paragraph: Introduction
Restate/summarize the issue in 2-3 sentences
End the paragraph with a sentence stating your stand. 
Examples: I cannot agree more.
I will have to respectfully disagree with the author.

Second Paragraph: First reason
Start with – First, Firstly, To begin with etc.
State the major reason to justify your view and 
provide a strong example(s) to support the reason.

Third Paragraph: Second reason
Start with – Second, Secondly, Moreover, 
Additionally, In addition, Also, etc.
State the next major reason to justify your view and 
provide a strong example(s) to support the reason.



• Fourth Paragraph: Third reason
Start with – Thirdly, Moreover, Finally, In 
addition, Last but not the least, etc.
State the last (minor) reason to justify your view 
and provide an example to support the reason.

Fifth Paragraph: Counter-points
State one or two pieces of information or data 
against your own stand. It expresses moderation 
instead of absolute agreement / disagreement.

Last Paragraph: Conclusion
Conclude the discussion by reiterating your stand. 
Use linking words such as “in conclusion”, “to 
summarize”, “therefore” etc.

Template For An 
Issue Task

Total Writing 
Time 
(23–25 minutes)



Revise and Refine 
(2–3 minutes)

Look out typos, spelling, or 
missed words

Click on submit button in time, 
don’t wait till the last second.



Sample Issue Response



“As people rely more and more 
on technology to solve problems, 
the ability of humans to think for 
themselves will surely 
deteriorate.”

Discuss the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the 
statement and explain your 
reasoning for the position you 
take. In developing and 
supporting your position, you 
should consider ways in which 
the statement might or might not 
hold true and explain how these 
considerations shape your 
position.

The statement linking technology negatively with free thinking plays on recent 
human experience over the past century. Surely there has been no time in 
history where the lived lives of people have changed more dramatically. A 
quick reflection on a typical day reveals how technology has revolutionized the 
world. Most people commute to work in an automobile that runs on an internal 
combustion engine. During the workday, chances are high that the employee 
will interact with a computer that processes information on silicon bridges that 
are .09 microns wide. Upon leaving home, family members will be reached 
through wireless networks that utilize satellites orbiting the earth. Each of 
these common occurrences could have been inconceivable at the turn of the 
19th century.

The statement attempts to bridge these dramatic changes to a reduction in the 
ability for humans to think for themselves. The assumption is that an increased 
reliance on technology negates the need for people to think creatively to solve 
previous quandaries. Looking back at the introduction, one could argue that 
without a car, computer, or mobile phone, the hypothetical worker would need 
to find alternate methods of transport, information processing and 
communication. Technology short circuits this thinking by making the 
problems obsolete.

However, this reliance on technology does not necessarily preclude the 
creativity that marks the human species. The prior examples reveal that 
technology allows for convenience. The car, computer and phone all release 
additional time for people to live more efficiently. This efficiency does not 
preclude the need for humans to think for themselves.



In fact, technology frees humanity to not only tackle new problems, but 
may itself create new issues that did not exist without technology. For 
example, the proliferation of automobiles has introduced a need for fuel 
conservation on a global scale. With increasing energy demands from 
emerging markets, global warming becomes a concern inconceivable to 
the horse-and-buggy generation. Likewise, dependence on oil has 
created nation-states that are not dependent on taxation, allowing ruling 
parties to oppress minority groups such as women. Solutions to these 
complex problems require the unfettered imaginations of maverick 
scientists and politicians.

In contrast to the statement, we can even see how technology frees the 
human imagination. Consider how the digital revolution and the advent 
of the internet has allowed for an unprecedented exchange of ideas. 
WebMD, a popular internet portal for medical information, permits 
patients to self research symptoms for a more informed doctor visit. 
This exercise opens pathways of thinking that were previously closed 
off to the medical layman. With increased interdisciplinary interactions, 
inspiration can arrive from the most surprising corners. Jeffrey Sachs, 
one of the architects of the UN Millenium Development Goals, based 
his ideas on emergency care triage techniques. The unlikely marriage 
of economics and medicine has healed tense, hyperinflation 
environments from South America to Eastern Europe. 

“As people rely more and more 
on technology to solve problems, 
the ability of humans to think for 
themselves will surely 
deteriorate.”

Discuss the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the 
statement and explain your 
reasoning for the position you 
take. In developing and 
supporting your position, you 
should consider ways in which 
the statement might or might not 
hold true and explain how these 
considerations shape your 
position.



“As people rely more and more 
on technology to solve problems, 
the ability of humans to think for 
themselves will surely 
deteriorate.”

Discuss the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the 
statement and explain your 
reasoning for the position you 
take. In developing and 
supporting your position, you 
should consider ways in which 
the statement might or might not 
hold true and explain how these 
considerations shape your 
position.

This last example provides the most hope in how technology 
actually provides hope to the future of humanity. By 
increasing our reliance on technology, impossible goals can 
now be achieved. Consider how the late 20th century 
witnessed the complete elimination of smallpox. This disease 
had ravaged the human race since prehistorical days, and yet 
with the technology of vaccines, free thinking humans dared 
to imagine a world free of smallpox. Using technology, battle 
plans were drawn out, and smallpox was systematically 
targeted and eradicated.

Technology will always mark the human experience, from the 
discovery of fire to the implementation of nanotechnology. 
Given the history of the human race, there will be no limit to 
the number of problems, both new and old, for us to tackle. 
There is no need to retreat to a Luddite attitude to new things, 
but rather embrace a hopeful posture to the possibilities that 
technology provides for new avenues of human imagination.



“As people rely more and more 
on technology to solve problems, 
the ability of humans to think for 
themselves will surely 
deteriorate.”

Discuss the extent to which you 
agree or disagree with the 
statement and explain your 
reasoning for the position you 
take. In developing and 
supporting your position, you 
should consider ways in which 
the statement might or might not 
hold true and explain how these 
considerations shape your 
position.

Reasons that explain why this essay response is worth Score 6

• The author of this essay stakes out a clear and insightful position on the issue 

• follows the specific instructions by presenting reasons to support that position. 

• The essay cogently argues that technology does not decrease our ability to think for ourselves, but merely 

provides "additional time for people to live more efficiently." 

• In fact, the problems that have developed alongside the growth of technology (pollution, political unrest in 

oil-producing nations) actually call for more creative thinking, not less.

• In further examples, the essay shows how technology allows for the linking of ideas that may never have 

been connected in the past (like medicine and economic models), pushing people to think in new ways.

• Examples are persuasive and fully developed; reasoning is logically sound and well supported.

• Ideas in the essay are connected logically, with effective transitions used both between paragraphs 

("However" or "In contrast to the statement") and within paragraphs. 

• Sentence structure is varied and complex and the essay clearly demonstrates facility with the "conventions 

of standard written English (i.e., grammar, usage and mechanics)," with only minor errors appearing. 

• Thus, this essay meets all the requirements for receiving a top score, a 6.



The Argument Task



Instructions

• The "Analyze an Argument" task assesses your ability to understand, analyze and evaluate 
arguments according to specific instructions and to convey your evaluation clearly in your 
writing. 

• Each topic consists of a brief passage in which the author makes a case for some course of 
action or interpretation of events by presenting claims backed by reasons and evidence.



Instructions

• Your task is to discuss the logical soundness of the author's case by critically examining the line 

of reasoning and the use of evidence. This task requires you to read the argument and 

instructions carefully. 

• You might want to read the argument more than once and make brief notes about points you 

want to develop more fully in your response.

• In reading the argument, you should pay special attention to:

 what is offered as evidence, support or proof

 what is explicitly stated, claimed or concluded

 what is assumed or supposed, perhaps without justification or proof

 what is not stated, but necessarily follows from or underlies what is stated



Instructions

• In addition, you should consider the structure of the argument — the way in which these elements are 
linked together to form a line of reasoning – and consider whether the movement from each step to the next 
is logically sound. Look for transition words and phrases that suggest the author is attempting to make a 
logical connection (e.g., however, thus, therefore, evidently, hence, in conclusion).

• Remembering what you are NOT being asked to do:

• You are not being asked to discuss whether the statements in the argument are true or accurate.

• You are not being asked to agree or disagree with the position stated.

• You are not being asked to express your own views on the subject being discussed (as you were in the 
Issue task).

• Remembering what you are being asked to do:

you are being asked to evaluate the logical soundness of an argument of another writer and, in doing so, to 
demonstrate the critical thinking, perceptive reading and analytical writing skills that university faculty 
consider important for success in graduate school.



Instructions

Each task is accompanied by one of the following sets of instructions:

•Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain 

how the evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

•Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure to 

explain how the argument depends on these assumptions, and what the implications are for the argument if the 

assumptions prove unwarranted.

•Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether 

the recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the 

answers to these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

•Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether 

the advice and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these 

questions would help to evaluate the advice.



Instructions

• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide 

whether the recommendation is likely to have the predicted result. Be sure to explain how the answers to 

these questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.

• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide 

whether the prediction and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the 

answers to these questions would help to evaluate the prediction.

• Write a response in which you discuss one or more alternative explanations that could rival the proposed 

explanation and explain how your explanation(s) can plausibly account for the facts presented in the 

argument.

• Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be addressed in order to decide 

whether the conclusion and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the 

answers to the questions would help to evaluate the conclusion.



Approach

Find a conclusion drawn by 
the author 

• The first reason used by the 
author to support his 
conclusion

• The Second reason used by 
the author to support his 
conclusion

• The third reason used by the 
author to support his 
conclusion

1

Weaken the reasons given by 
the author

• Flaw in the first reason used 
by the author

• Flaw in the second reason 
used by the author

• Flaw in the third reason used 
by the author

2

Suggest some reasons which 
could have validated the 
reasons

• In lieu of suggested reasons, 
weaken the Conclusion 
drawn by the author 

3



How to find flaws in the 
argument?



Keyword/ Situation Example Flaw in reasoning 

PERCENT (when only the 

percentage is given and not the 

absolute number) 

-Waiters report that only about 2 

percent of the customers have 

complained, and that customers who 

want refills typically ask for ‘more 

tea.’ 

-In a recent citywide poll, 15 percent 

more residents said that they watch 

television programs about the visual 

arts 

than was the case in a poll conducted 

five years ago. 

Percentages are tricky – when the 

absolute numbers are not given. 

Consider this statement – the price of 

Car A increased by 50% while the price 

of Car B increased only by 10%. This 

statement makes it sound as if Car A has 

become very expensive. But the price of 

Car A could have increased to $ 15000 

from $10000 while price of Car B could 

have become $22000 from $20000.

Similarly, 2% customers can mean 2 

customers if total customers are 100 or 

it can even mean 2000 if the total 

customers are 100000 – and the 

significance of the 2% will be different 

in each case. 



Keyword/ Situation Example Flaw in reasoning 

After X was done, Y happened/ Since 

X happened, Y should be done/ Since 

X happened, Y happened (one of the 

most common situations that appear 

in Arguments.) 

-After opening the new swimming pool 

early last summer, Take Heart saw a 12 

percent increase in the use of the

center by its members. 

-Farmers who switched from synthetic 

to organic farming last year have seen 

their crop yields decline.

-Since a competing lower-priced 

newspaper, The Bugle, was started five 

years ago, The Mercury’s circulation 

has

declined by 10,000 readers.

-Since our company started 

manufacturing and marketing a deluxe 

air filter six months ago, sales of our 

economy filter—and company profits—

have decreased significantly. 

It is not necessary that Y happened 

because of X! There can be other 

reasons for Y happening. There may 

not be a direct co- relation between X 

and Y. 



Keyword/Situation Example Flaw in reasoning 

MOST/MANY/FEW/A LOT , Etc. 

(Not Concrete Data) 

In response to petitions from the many 

farmers and rural landowners 

throughout our region, the legislature 

has spent valuable time and effort 

enacting severe laws to deter motorists 

from picking fruit off the trees, 

trampling through the fields, and 

stealing samples of foliage. 

“Many” is what % of total farmers and 

rural landowners of that region? 

PROVEN METHOD/ SUREST WAY/ 

ENSURE/ GUARANTEE (Without 

Supporting Data) 

The surest way for architects and 

builders to prove that they have met the 

minimum requirements established by 

these codes is to construct buildings by 

using the same materials and methods 

that are currently allowed. 

No data to support this claim. 



Keyword/ Situation Example Flaw in reasoning 

STUDIES REVEAL..../ RESEARCH 

SHOWS.... 

Studies suggest that an average coffee 

drinker’s consumption of coffee increases 

with age, from age 10 through age 60. 

Question the authenticity of the studies, 

research, etc. Was the sample 

representative? When was it carried out –

is it still relevant? 

Conclusions drawn without data 

We believe that improved customer service 

is the best way for us to differentiate 

ourselves from competitors and attract new 

customers. We can offer our customers 

better service by reducing waiting time in 

teller lines from an average of six minutes 

to an average of three. By opening for 

business at 8:30 instead of 9:00, and by 

remaining open for an additional hour 

beyond our current closing time, we will be 

better able to accommodate the busy 

schedules of our customers. These changes 

will enhance our bank’s image as the most 

customer- friendly bank in town and give 

us the edge over our competition. 

-No data to support that these are the 

things that their customers want. -No 

data to support that their competitors 

don’t offer these same things. 



Keyword/Situation Example Flaw in reasoning 

People’s

choices/preference/intelligence/com

petence, etc. cannot be treated as 

permanent/fixed. 

On average, middle-aged consumers devote 

39 percent of their retail expenditure to 

department store products and services, 

while for younger consumers the average is 

only 25 percent. Since the number of 

middle-aged people will increase 

dramatically within the next decade, 

department stores can expect retail sales to 

increase significantly during that period. 

Furthermore, to take advantage of the 

trend, these stores should begin to replace 

some of those products intended to attract 

the younger consumer with products 

intended to attract the middle-aged 

consumer. 

There is no guarantee that in 10 years’ 

time people’s preference will not 

change. 



Keyword/Situation Example Flaw in reasoning 

RESPONDED TO SURVEY/ REPLIED 

TO QUESTIONNAIRE / 

PARTICIPATED IN POLL, etc. 

Improved communications between 

employees and management was 

consistently ranked as the issue of 

highest importance by the 

employees who responded to the 

survey. 

Unless there is data about what % of 

people responded to the survey, this 

data is inconclusive. If survey was 

done among 1000 people and only 10 

people responded, then no conclusion 

can be drawn based on the result of that 

survey. 



Keyword/Situation Example Flaw in reasoning 

REPORTED / FILED COMPLAINT 

/ DID NOT COMPLAIN 

Our research indicates that over the past 

six years no incidents of employee theft 

have been reported within 10 of the 

companies that have been our clients. 

There are probably thefts that were not 

reported. We cannot assume that all the 

thefts were reported. 

Wrong comparison (only similar 

things can be compared) 

In color film processing, the cost of a 3-

by-5-inch print fell from 50 cents for 

five-day service in 1970 to 20 cents for 

one-day service in 1984. 

50 cents for 5-day period means 10 cents 

per day (in 1970), which is less than 20 

cents per day (in 1984). So, the price did 

not fall – it actually increased. 

Improper conclusion 

People who use the artificial sweetener 

aspartame are better off consuming 

sugar, since aspartame can actually 

contribute to weight gain rather than 

weight loss. 

Some people may use artificial 

sweeteners for reasons other than weight-

loss (diabetes, allergies, etc.) These 

people will not be “better off” by using 

sugar. 



How to plan the argument task?
(Planning time: 3-5 minutes)

Read the given topic meticulously

Find 3 distinct flaws

Don’t be lured to think of more than 3 flaws due to time constraints



The following appeared in a letter from a homeowner to a friend.

"Of the two leading real estate firms in our town — Adams Realty 
and Fitch Realty — Adams Realty is clearly superior. Adams has 
40 real estate agents; in contrast, Fitch has 25, many of whom work 
only part-time. Moreover, Adams' revenue last year was twice as 
high as that of Fitch and included home sales that averaged 
$168,000, compared to Fitch's $144,000. Homes listed with Adams 
sell faster as well: ten years ago, I listed my home with Fitch, and it 
took more than four months to sell; last year, when I sold another 
home, I listed it with Adams, and it took only one month. Thus, if 
you want to sell your home quickly and at a good price, you should 
use Adams Realty.”

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated 
assumptions of the argument. Be sure to explain how the argument 
depends on these assumptions and what the implications are for the 
argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Conclusion

Evidence

Flaws



Template for an 
Argument task 



Template for an Argument task 
(23–25 minutes)

• First Paragraph: Introduction
Restate/summarize the argument .- End the paragraph with a sentence stating there are 
flaws in the logic of the given argument.
Examples:
However, there are major gaps in this line of reasoning.
The argument is rather unconvincing, given the obvious flaws in logic.

Second Paragraph: First flaw
Start with – First, Firstly, To begin with etc.
State the most important flaw with an easy-to-understand example or a similar day-to-day 
occurrence.

Third Paragraph: Second flaw
Start with – Second, Secondly, Moreover, Additionally, In addition, Also, etc.
State a major flaw with an easy-to-understand example or a similar day-to-day 
occurrence.



Template for an Argument task 
(23–25 minutes)

• Fourth Paragraph: Third flaw
Start with – Third, Thirdly, Moreover, Finally, In addition, Last but not the least, 
etc.
State a minor flaw with easy-to-understand example or a similar day-to-day 
occurrence.

Fifth Paragraph: Recommendation
Start with – Although, However, Nevertheless etc.
State the possible evidence that can strengthen the existing argument of the author.

Last Paragraph: Conclusion
State that in the absence of the recommended evidence, the argument is flawed due 
to the aforementioned flaws. 
Example
In summary, the given argument falls short in many aspects.



Revise and Refine
(2–3 minutes)

Look out typos, spelling, or 
missed words

Click on submit button in 
time, don’t wait till the last 
second.



Sample Argument 
Response



The argument asserts that among the two existing real estate 
firms in a particular town, one of them (Adams Reality) is 
more prosperous than its rival (Fitch Reality). The author 
then refers to the number of agents which each of these 
firms possess and also the amount of revenue that each of 
them has gained during the last year. In the next step, the 
writer tries to prove his assertion by exemplifying his own 
case, and comparing the function of these two firms in 
selling the writer's home. The argument concludes that the 
Adams Reality is more successful and serves his clients 
better than the Fitch Reality. This argument rests on a series 
of unsubstantiated assumptions and is therefore 
unpersuasive as it stands.

First and foremost, the argument is based on this assumption 
that because the number of Adam’s agents is more than the 
Fitch's, the Adams is working more properly. This 
assumption is not acceptable at all, Adam's agents may be 
smaller than the Fitch’s and may work less efficiently. 
Quality is more important than quantity and as a result, the 
author should provide the reader with more information to 
prove that each of the Adam's agents is working better and 
more efficient than the Fitch's.

The following appeared in a letter from a homeowner 

to a friend.

"Of the two leading real estate firms in our town —

Adams Realty and Fitch Realty — Adams Realty is 

clearly superior. Adams has 40 real estate agents; in 

contrast, Fitch has 25, many of whom work only part-

time. Moreover, Adams' revenue last year was twice 

as high as that of Fitch and included home sales that 

averaged $168,000, compared to Fitch's $144,000. 

Homes listed with Adams sell faster as well: ten years 

ago, I listed my home with Fitch, and it took more 

than four months to sell; last year, when I sold another 

home, I listed it with Adams, and it took only one 

month. Thus, if you want to sell your home quickly 

and at a good price, you should use Adams Realty.”

Write a response in which you examine the stated 

and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure 

to explain how the argument depends on these 

assumptions and what the implications are for the 

argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.



The following appeared in a letter from a homeowner 

to a friend.

"Of the two leading real estate firms in our town —

Adams Realty and Fitch Realty — Adams Realty is 

clearly superior. Adams has 40 real estate agents; in 

contrast, Fitch has 25, many of whom work only part-

time. Moreover, Adams' revenue last year was twice 

as high as that of Fitch and included home sales that 

averaged $168,000, compared to Fitch's $144,000. 

Homes listed with Adams sell faster as well: ten years 

ago, I listed my home with Fitch, and it took more 

than four months to sell; last year, when I sold another 

home, I listed it with Adams, and it took only one 

month. Thus, if you want to sell your home quickly 

and at a good price, you should use Adams Realty.”

Write a response in which you examine the stated 

and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure 

to explain how the argument depends on these 

assumptions and what the implications are for the 

argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

Another threshold assumption which the letter relies on is that 

because the revenue of the Adams reality is more than the 

Fitch's the Adams Reality is superior. The author actually gives 

the readers no more information. First of all, what does the 

author means by revenue. If it means the whole revenue of the 

Reality firms, we should consider that the function of these 

realities should be analyzed based on the average of the 

revenues of each of their agents. This is plausible that the 

revenue of each of the agents in Fitch reality is more than the 

Adams reality, and because the Fitch's agents are fewer the sum 

of them becomes less than Adams. Another substantial issue is 

that, the author did not mention that whether the revenue is the 

net revenue or just the income of the firms. If the revenue is not 

net, it is plausible that by subtracting taxes and the wages of the 

employees of the Adams (because it has more agents) the net 

revenue become less than the Fitch's.



The following appeared in a letter from a homeowner 

to a friend.

"Of the two leading real estate firms in our town —

Adams Realty and Fitch Realty — Adams Realty is 

clearly superior. Adams has 40 real estate agents; in 

contrast, Fitch has 25, many of whom work only part-

time. Moreover, Adams' revenue last year was twice 

as high as that of Fitch and included home sales that 

averaged $168,000, compared to Fitch's $144,000. 

Homes listed with Adams sell faster as well: ten years 

ago, I listed my home with Fitch, and it took more 

than four months to sell; last year, when I sold another 

home, I listed it with Adams, and it took only one 

month. Thus, if you want to sell your home quickly 

and at a good price, you should use Adams Realty.”

Write a response in which you examine the stated 

and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. Be sure 

to explain how the argument depends on these 

assumptions and what the implications are for the 

argument if the assumptions prove unwarranted.

The letter also fails to substantiate this crucial assumption that 

the function of the Fitch reality is not as good as the Adams, 

now. The author compares the function of the Fitch reality ten 

years ago, with the Adams reality in last year. It is not an 

appropriate comparison. There may be a great deal of reasons 

which led to the delay in selling the author's home ten years 

ago, which was not in last year. In addition, the houses were not 

the same. Maybe the author's house ten years ago was harder to 

be sold because of its own defects.

All things considered, the argument is not persuasive, it can 

become more admissible by adding some information about the 

revenue of each of the agents in each of the firms and providing 

more information about the process of selling home by each of 

the firms.



Style of Writing
 Write in a formal style

 Write as an impersonal writer.

 The essay should neither be too long nor too short.
450-550 words will be enough

 The shift from one paragraph to another should be
smooth

 Be politically correct: What seems funny to you
may be offensive to someone else. Jokes about
religion, sports, political figures, and women may
come across as tasteless and should be avoided at
all costs.

 Avoid spelling mistakes

 Grammar is important: Frame correct sentences
with punctuations in place

 If you are not very confident of your writing
skills, stick to short and simple sentences.



Rules for Formal Writing

Vocabulary: You must use the right vocabulary. It need not be 
complex or flowery. It needs to be lucid and contextually appropriate.

Punctuation: You must use appropriate punctuation: comma, Dashes 
and hyphens, exclamation marks, full stop, question mark, colon, semi-
colon.

Structure: You must write in sentences. Never write in Bullet points.

Grammar: Follow the basic conventions you learnt in school.

The impersonal writer: It is rare that you would be expected to write 
in the first person singular (using the word "I"). You should aim to 
write impersonally. 

Passive Voice: Use passive voice only when the goal is to present a set 
of arguments in an unbiased way. In most cases, use Active Voice.



Style Conventions

Numbers below one hundred are usually written in full.

Numbers above one hundred may be presented by digits. 

Dates are usually given in the conventional combinations 
of numbered day, named month and numbered year. 
Punctuation is not required: 11 April 2012. 

References to centuries are spelt out, without capitals: 
twentieth century.

Decades may be referred to by name or number. The 
numbered form is not followed by an apostrophe: 1990s.



Style Conventions

• Typing and spelling : All work for submission should be 
spell-checked  and proofread again.

• Abbreviations & contractions : Abbreviations are not 
used in formal English. They give the impression of a 
style that is chatty and too informal. "e.g.”, "i.e.”, “etc.”, 
“can’t”, “I’m”.

• Capitals: proper nouns, names of civic holidays, 
geographical names, public thoroughfares, important 
events, trade names, journal titles, the first letter (only) of 
book titles.



Tone Conventions

A report or essay is a formal piece of work. The tone of 
your work should be formal, and not chatty. Instead of 
using “also" or “besides”, use an alternative such as "In 
addition".  The word “however” is more appropriate than 
the word “but". 

Avoid clichés : A cliché is an expression that has been so 
overused that it has lost its force of meaning. Phrases such 
as "at the touch of a button" and "at their fingertips”.

Avoid "journalese”: Make sure that you have not written 
work in an exaggerated or sensational style.

Avoid jargon: Use the jargon of your subject area with 
precision, accuracy, and constraint. Take special care with 
terms that have specialized meanings in your subject area.



Writing one essay every 
week right from the 
beginning of your GRE 
preparation is more than 
enough.

E-mail your essays to your 
mentors for correction

On the day of the GRE exam, do
not over-think the AWM essay.

Remember, it’s the first section
on your GRE exam. You still
have THREE more sections to
go!



The Issue Tasks

1. The surest indicator of a great nation is represented not by the achievements of its rulers, 
artists, or scientists, but by the general welfare of its people.

• Write a response in which you discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the 
statement and explain your reasoning for the position you take. In developing and 
supporting your position, you should consider ways in which the statement might or might 
not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your position.

2. Society should make efforts to save endangered species only if the potential extinction of 
those species is the result of human activities.

• Write a response in which you discuss your views on the policy and explain your reasoning 
for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider 
the possible consequences of implementing the policy and explain how these consequences 
shape your position.



Argument Tasks
1. The following appeared in the summary of a study on headaches suffered by the residents of Mentia.

"Salicylates are members of the same chemical family as aspirin, a medicine used to treat headaches. Although many foods 

are naturally rich in salicylates, for the past several decades, food-processing companies have also been adding salicylates 

to foods as preservatives. This rise in the commercial use of salicylates has been found to correlate with a steady decline in 

the average number of headaches reported by participants in our twenty-year study. Recently, food-processing companies 

have found that salicylates can also be used as flavor additives for foods. With this new use for salicylates, we can expect a 

continued steady decline in the number of headaches suffered by the average citizen of Mentia."

Write a response in which you discuss what specific evidence is needed to evaluate the argument and explain how the 

evidence would weaken or strengthen the argument.

2. The following appeared in an editorial in a local newspaper.

"Commuters complain that increased rush-hour traffic on Blue Highway between the suburbs and the city center has 

doubled their commuting time. The favored proposal of the motorists' lobby is to widen the highway, adding an additional 

lane of traffic. Opponents note that last year's addition of a lane to the nearby Green Highway was followed by a worsening 

of traffic jams on it. Their suggested alternative proposal is adding a bicycle lane to Blue Highway. Many area residents are

keen bicyclists. A bicycle lane would encourage them to use bicycles to commute, it is argued, thereby reducing rush-hour 

traffic."

Write a response in which you discuss what questions would need to be answered in order to decide whether the 

recommendation and the argument on which it is based are reasonable. Be sure to explain how the answers to these 

questions would help to evaluate the recommendation.




