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VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT

There are two types of vocabulary-in-context questions in the SAT
Reading section: most question test alternate meanings of common
words, but some also test the primary meanings of more challenging, less
common words. In addition, you may sometimes be asked to identify the
meaning of short phrases that contain words used in non-literal ways.
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As used in line 10, "exigencies" most nearly means

A) emergencies

B) amendments

C) channels

D) demands

1
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Question 1 is based on the following passage 

The passage is adapted from Lauren Collins, “You 

Say Vidal.” © 2007 by Lauren Collins.

The sculptor Not Vital is an instigator of 

ridiculousness. For a 2004 work, "Camel," he 

commissioned silversmiths to cast sixteen 

smallish orbs, filling each, in a ship-in-a-bottle 

5 like trick, with the remains of an 

entire dromedary (a single-humped camel). 

Recently, Vital escorted his latest series of 

metallic vessels to New York. They 

commemorate an assortment of famous people 

10 and, thanks to the increasing exigencies of 

airport security, contain mostly photographs 

instead of desiccated animals. An empty box, 

Vital explained, is considered a waste by his 

Nigerian compatriots.



In line 6, “persuasion” most nearly means?

A) gullibility

B) viewpoint

C) enticement

D) urging
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Question 2 is based on the following passage 

Though its authors purported that it was 

a reasonable piece of legislation, many 

considered it too extreme to be approved by 

voters. It was so radical, in fact, that nearly all 

5 of the state’s politicians – regardless of their 

political persuasion – denounced the bill as 

ridiculous.



In the context of the passage, the word "crossed" 

(line 5) most nearly means.

A) interested

B) traversed

C) confused

D) opposed

3
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Question 3 is based on the following passage 

Much like the protagonists in his films,

Guzman seems like what you'd describe as a 

pretty nice guy: easy-going, considerate, 

clever. The kind of guy you wouldn't mind taking 

5 home to mom. Until he's been crossed, that is. 

Anyone who has been in a dispute with him 

over the motivation of a character, or the type 

of lighting for a scene – and there have been 

plenty such people – can testify to the ornery 

10 side of his character.



As used in line 2, "promiscuous" most nearly means

A) sensuous

B) odd

C) indiscriminate

D) hazardous

4
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Question 4 is based on the following passage 

The passage is adapted from David Heinemeier

Hansson, “Promiscuous Title #1: Vice President.” 

© 2009 by David Heinemeier Hansson. 

The title of vice president must be the 

most promiscuous of all in corporate America. 

Everyone seems to be a vice president these 

days. Some companies having hundreds of 

5 them. Are all of these people truly capable of 

standing in for the president or CEO of the 

company should it come to that? Are they really 

just one step below that person? Of course, 

they’re not. Vice president is mostly an "all title, 

10 no lands" concept that serves as a cheap way 

to make someone feel important



The word "hinged" (line 8) could best be replaced 

with which of the following 

A) dependent 

B) attached

C) folded

D) decided

5
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Question 5 is based on the following passage 

The passage is adapted from Andrea Philips, 

“Doing Democracy.” © 2007 by Andrea Philips.

The public sphere has been understood 

as emptied of its ability to produce specifically 

and individually authored performances, as well 

as any political and rambling speeches. An idea 

5 of public space that relies on free movements 

and free speech – i.e., ideals of one concept of 

democracy – is thus met with another in the 

public sphere, one hinged upon the falsification 

or suppression of those values.



LITERAL COMPREHENSION

These questions require you to call upon a more advanced critical thinking
skill: paraphrasing or the ability to recognize the same idea stated in
different words. You must recognize the basic facts and details of a
passage, but you will be asked to find the accurate “translation” of those
facts and details. A common phrasing used for such questions in the SAT
is “The author indicates that…”
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Questions 6 to 8 are based on the following passage

The subject of my study is women who 

are initiating social change in a small region in 

Texas. The women are Mexican Americans 

who are, or were, migrant agricultural workers. 

5 There is more than one kind of innovation at 

work in the region, of course, but I have chosen 

to focus on three related patterns of family 

behaviour.

The Pattern I lifestyle represents how 

10 migrant farm workers of all nationalities lived in 

the past and how many continue to live. I treat 

this pattern as a baseline with which to 

compare the changes represented by Patterns 

II and III. Families in Pattern I work on farms 

15 year-round, migrating for as many as ten 

months each year. They work and travel in 

extended kin units, with the eldest male 

occupying the position of authority. Families are 

large – eight or nine children are not unusual –

20 and all members are economic contributors in 

this strategy of family migration.

Families in Pattern II manifest some 

differences in behaviour while still maintaining 

aspects of Pattern I. They continue to 

25 migrate but on a reduced scale, often modifying 

their schedules of migration to allow children to 

finish the school year. Parents in this pattern 

often find temporary local jobs as checkers or 

clerks to offset lost farming income. Pattern II 

30 families usually have fewer children than do 

Pattern I families.
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The greatest amount of change from 

Pattern I, however, is found in Pattern III 

families, who no longer migrate at all. Both 

35 parents work full time in the area and have an 

average of three children. Children attend 

school for the entire school year. In Pattern III, 

the women in particular create new roles for 

themselves for which no local models exist. 

40 They not only work full time but may, in addition,

return to school. They also assume a greater 

responsibility in family decisions than do 

women in other patterns. Although these 

women are in the minority among residents of 

45 the region, they serve as role models for others, 

causing ripples of change to spread in their 

communities. 

6

The passage indicates that Pattern I families are

characterized by

A) small numbers of children.

B) brief periods of migrant labour

C) commercial as well as agricultural sources of

income

D) parents and children working and travelling

together.
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7

Pattern II families are most similar to Pattern I

families in that they

A) still migrate to find agricultural work

B) are willing to take short-term jobs in the

community

C) permit their children to attend school

D) remain in an area for an extended period
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8

The passage indicates that the role of women of

Pattern III families in lines 37-43 in comparison

to that of women in Pattern I and II families.

A) demands more time

B) allows for greater authority

C) requires higher education

D) can only be fulfilled locally
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THE BIG PICTURE
There are three major types of ‘Big Picture’ questions. They are the following:

1. Summarizing an argument: These questions ask us to identify the essential point that the

author wants to convey and eliminate any unnecessary detail. The goal is not to cover all of

the information presented or to relate it in the sequence it appears in the passage, but rather to

pinpoint the overarching idea that encapsulates the author's point.

2. Main Point or Central Claim: They contain the primary argument the author is making.

It is usually stated more or less directly in the passage – typically in the introduction or in the

conclusion, though it could be anywhere else as well.

3. Primary Purpose: These capture the goal of the passage as a whole (e.g., describe,

emphasize, refute). While the primary purpose is based on the overall passage, there is often

a key sentence that will point to a particular answer.
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Question 9 is based on the following passage

This passage is adapted from Linette Lopez, “She’ll Be 

Good to You.” © 2013 by Linette Lopez.

In 1979, a Chicago radio DJ named 

Steve Dahl organized Disco Demolition Night at 

the Comiskey Park during a double header 

between the Chicago White Sox and Detroit 

5 Tigers. Dahl had lost his previous job at a Rock n’ 

Roll station when it switched formats to 

Disco. He invited his listeners to watch him burn 

Disco alive. The price of admission, to watch 

Dahl’s cathartic explosion, was one Disco 

10 album and 93 cents (Dahl’s station was 93.1 on 

the radio dial). Over ten thousand people 

attended, and the only ones more surprised by 

that than Dahl were the Sox. They had not hired 

enough security guards to control the crowd.

15 After Dahl’s first explosion, the crowd rushed 

the carefully manicured field, setting it ablaze 

as they burned more records, danced and 

cheered. They spilled out into the surrounding 

neighbourhood and rioted in the streets. Disco 

20 had been attacked, and violently. It wouldn’t be 

the last time either. Across the country, 

copycats joined in the catharsis. Pop turned its 

back on Disco and the word Disco started to 

leave a nasty taste. In 1979, it seemed that 

25 Disco finally laid her head down and died.
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9

Which choice best summarizes passage?

A) A man gets revenge on the company that

fired him by burning its merchandise.

B) Angered by having lost his job, a man incites

a riot in his neighbourhood.

C) After having been fired, a man stages a

protest event which grows out of control.

D) A crowd gathers at a stadium to burn records

that reminded people of an unsavoury past
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Question 10 is based on the following passage

This passage is adapted from Jules Verne, “Around the 

World in Eighty Days.”

Had he travelled? It was likely, for no 

one seemed to know the world more familiarly; 

there was no spot so secluded that he did not 

appear to have an intimate acquaintance with 

5 it. He often corrected, with a few clear words, 

the thousand conjectures advanced by 

members of the club as to lost and unheard-of 

travellers, pointing out the true probabilities, 

and seeming as if gifted with a sort of second 

10 sight, so often did events justify his predictions. 

He must have travelled everywhere, at least in 

the spirit.

10

Which of the following best summarizes the

passage?

A) A man who belongs to a club advises the

members to travel widely.

B) A well-travelled man boasts of his far-flung

adventures.

C) A man who has apparently travelled

extensively is noted for his knowledge and

insights.

D) The members of a travel club are confused by

the travel stories of their friend.
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Question 11 is based on the following passage

This passage is adapted from Mark Hudson. “Paul Klee: 

the Misunderstood Master of Modern Art.” © 2013 by 

Mark Hudson. 

Paul Klee and decisive opinions didn’t 

really go together. At the Bauhaus, that great 

crucible of the modern spirit, where he taught 

from 1921 to 1931, with its continual infighting 

5 between technocrats, mystics and ideologues, 

he played the role of watchful fence-sitter. His 

response to conflict was to “turn away from this 

world” and lock his studio door. The artist Hugo 

Ball observed that “In an age of the colossus, 

10 Klee falls in love with a green leaf, a star, a 

butterfly’s wing. I know of no man more in touch 

with his inspiration than Paul Klee”.

11

A summary of the passage would characterize

Paul Klee as

A) averse to conflict and focused on his artistic

inspiration

B) indecisive and aloof, but also poetic.

C) detail-oriented while unaware of larger

issues.

D) spiritual and reclusive.
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Question 12 is based on the following passage

This passage is adapted from Jim Thompson, Bad 

Boy. © 1976 by Jim Thompson.

I was easily the most unpopular student 

in school. Also, it goes without saying, I was the 

poorest student. I had read all the standard 

historians, Gibbon, Wells, even Herodotus, yet 

5 I could not – rather, would not – pass the Texas 

history courses. I had read a complete twelve 

volume botanical encyclopaedia, but I failed 

botany. I read Ibanez's Mare Nostrum as well

as some of Alarcon's shorter plays in their

10 original language, yet I failed Spanish. I 

had sold fillers to the pulp periodicals and brief 

humorous squibs to such magazines as Judge

but I failed English. Most thoroughly, I failed 

algebra and geometry, two subjects which 

15 struck me as so wholly nonsensical that they 

were beneath, beneath, contempt – if you follow 

my meaning.
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12

The central claim of the passage is that

A) there is a direct correlation between

popularity and academic achievement.

B) knowledge of history is essential to being a

good student.

C) it is not possible to do well in one subject yet

fail in another

D) intellectual effort does not always result in

academic success
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Question 13 is based on the following passage

As the first-born son, I went to college and   

studied medicine, just as I was expected to do. 

After six years of graduate school, and another 

two years of residency, I was finally ready to 

5 become the doctor that my parents had always 

wanted me to be. I, however, quickly realized 

that it was not what I wanted. I had been so 

busy over the past decade fulfilling the 

strenuous task of becoming a doctor that I had 

10 never stopped to think if it was what I truly 

wanted to do. But now, having accrued 

thousands of dollars in student loans, I am 

stuck. I am, and will be, a doctor.

13

The central claim of the paragraph is that

A) most people should reconsider taking out

student loans

B) it can be disadvantageous to work toward

someone else’s goals

C) parent should reconsider pressuring their

children to succeed

D) most doctors are unhappy with their current

profession
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Question 14 is based on the following passage

The passage is adapted from Victoria Sayo Turner, 

“Children with a Religious Upbringing Show Less 

Altruism.” © 2016 by Victoria Sayo Turner.

The Oxford English Dictionary defines 

altruism as "disinterested and selfless concern 

for the well-being of others," but categorizing a 

behaviour as entirely selfless has troubled 

5 scholars for years. Books like The Selfish 

Gene, published in 1976, brought to the public 

the idea that what seems like altruism may 

actually be selfish on a genetic level if the act of 

kindness is directed to closely related

10 individuals. A closely related individual bears 

similar genetic material, so helping relatives 

could be construed as "selfish” behaviour if you 

imagine a gene helping its likeness housed in 

another body. Alternatively, expecting help in 

15 the future could lead self-interested individual to 

"perform" altruism. He might gain the esteem of 

the community by helping others publicly, while 

consciously or unconsciously waiting for the 

good deeds to pay off.
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14

Which statement best captures the main idea of

the passage

A) It is easier to help family members, who

share genetic material, than it is to help

strangers.

B) Scholars have long been confounded by the

causes of selflessness.

C) Actions that appear to be self-sacrificing may

in fact be motivated by self-interest.

D) The definition of altruism has never been

helpful in identifying altruistic behaviour
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Question 15 is based on the following passage.

This passage is from A.C. Bradley, Shakespearean 

Tragedy: Lectures on Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, 

Macbeth. In this excerpt, the author discusses the role that 

supernatural characters play in some of the tragedies

Shakespeare also introduces the 

supernatural into some of his tragedies; he 

introduces ghosts, and witches who have 

supernatural knowledge. This supernatural 

5 element certainly cannot in most cases, if in 

any, be explained away as an illusion in the 

mind of one of the characters. And further, it 

does contribute to the action, and is in more 

than one instance an indispensable part of it: so 

10 that to describe human character, with 

circumstances, as always, the sole motive force 

in this action would be a serious error. But the 

supernatural is always placed in the closest

relation with character. It gives a confirmation 

15 and a distinct form to inward movements 

already present and exerting an influence: to 

the sense of failure in Brutus, to the stifled 

workings of conscience in Richard, to the half-

formed thought or the horrified memory of guilt 

20 in Macbeth, to suspicion in Hamlet.
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15

The main purpose of the passage is to

A) emphasize the significance of a literary

feature.

B) define the terms of a subsequent discussion.

C) contradict the claims of intellectual

opponents.

D) assert the reality of supernatural beings.
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Question 16 is based on the following passage.

Jon Krakauer’s “Into the Wild” paints a 

vivid picture of the spiritual, emotional, and 

physical journey undertaken by Christopher 

McCandless as he attempted to kill “the false 

5 being within.” Many people read the book and 

see nothing more than a spoiled twenty-two-

year-old who underestimates the force of the 

Alaskan outback. But, as an adventuresome 

person myself, I can understand why he 

10 embarked upon the journey. He was in search 

of something that can only be found when a 

person truly tests himself to his absolute and 

utmost limits. Alaska was McCandless’ test.

16

The author mentions that he too is an

“adventuresome person” in order to

A) indicate that the author undertook a similar

journey as a child

B) explain why McCandless took on the

challenge

C) characterize himself as outdoorsmen.

D) give a reason for his understanding of

McCandless’ motives.
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Question 17 is based on the following passage.

The passage is adapted from Alden T. Vaughan, Roots of 

American Racism: Essays on the Colonial Experience. © 

1995 by Alden T. Vaughan

Documenting the shifts of Anglo-

American perceptions of Indian colour is easier 

than explaining them. Contemporary authors 

were oblivious to the changes; they were too 

5 close to the phenomena and too involved in 

them. To a large extent, of course, the reasons 

for changing attitudes can only be surmised, for 

they reflect a vast and complicated alteration in 

millions of disparate individuals whose

10 perceptions of the Indian cannot be precisely  

reconstructed. Nonetheless, Anglo-American 

writings of the eighteenth century offer 

important clues to the psychological 

imperatives that encouraged “white” Americans 

15 to believe that Indians were significantly and 

irrevocably darker than themselves. At least 

three major interrelated and mutually 

reinforcing influences are apparent: the Anglo-

Americans’ anger at Indian hostility, their 

20 frustration over Indian rejection of Christianity 

and “civility”, and their adoption of eighteenth-

century racial theories.
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17

Which choice best describes the purpose of the

passage?

A) To document the change in attitudes toward

“Indian colour”

B) To contrast Christianity with the various

Indian religions

C) To reconcile the two major influences on

Anglo-American perceptions of Indians

D) To account for the changing perspectives of

white Americans toward Indians
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TONE / ATTITUDE 
These questions essentially ask whether the author's language and attitude toward a

subject are positive, negative, or neutral; they may also ask you to identify the

relationship between specific wording and the tone. As a general rule, "extreme" answers

to tone / attitude questions are unlikely to be correct, while correct answers are typically

moderate. Thus, if an author's attitude is positive, the answer is more likely to be

approving or appreciative than awed; if the author's attitude is negative, the answer is

more likely to be skeptical or dubious (doubtful) than angry; and if an author uses strong

language, the answer is likely to be a more neutral word such as emphatic or decisive.
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Question 18 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Orhan Pamuk, “Istanbul: 

Memories of a city.” © 2005 by Orhan Pamuk.

Flaubert, who visited Istanbul a 

hundred and two years before my birth, was 

struck by the variety of life in its teeming streets; 

in one of his letters, he predicted that in a 

5 century’s time, it would be the capital of the 

world. The reverse came true: after the 

Ottoman Empire collapsed, the world almost 

forgot that Istanbul existed. The city into which 

I was born was poorer, shabbier, and more 

10 isolated than it had ever been in its two-

thousand-year history. For me, it has always 

been a city of ruins and of an end-of-empire 

melancholy. I’ve spent my life either battling 

with this melancholy, or (like all Istanbullus) 

15 making it my own.

18

The author’s attitude toward Istanbul is best

described as

A) disheartened by recently increasing poverty

in Istanbul

B) angered by the lack of modern urban

planning in Istanbul

C) distraught over the lack of concern other

people have for the plight of Istanbul

D) saddened by the Istanbul that he had been

born into
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Question 19 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Doris Lessing, The Grass Is 

Singing. ©1950 by Doris Lessing.

The Turners were disliked, though few 

of their neighbours had ever met them, or even 

seen them in the distance. Yet what was there 

to dislike? They simply “kept themselves to 

5 themselves”; that was all. They must have had 

something be ashamed of; that was the feeling. 

It was not right to seclude themselves like that; 

it was a slap in the face of everyone else; what 

had they got to be so stuck-up about? What, 

10 indeed! Living the way they did! That little box

of a house – it was forgivable as a temporary 

dwelling, but not to live in permanently. Why, 

some natives had houses as good; and it would 

give them a bad impression to see white people 

15 living in such a way.

19

The attitudes of the Turners’ neighbours can best

be described as

A) prejudicial

B) ineffectual

C) disheartening

D) unreliable
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Question 20 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Anne Radcliffe’s 1824 novel, The Italian.

Vivaldi, alarmed by the sound of 

footsteps, enquired, when he had passed, 

whether any person was in the chamber, and 

received an equivocal answer from Jeronimo, 

5 who, however, soon after pointed to an arched 

gate that terminated the avenue. Jeronimo

gave the lamp to Vivaldi, while he began to 

unbar and unlock the door, and Vivaldi had 

prepared to reward the brother for his fidelity, 

10 before they perceived that the door refused to

yield. A dreadful imagination seized on Vivaldi. 

Jeronimo turning round, said, “I fear we are 

betrayed; the second lock is shut! I have only 

the key of the first. The lock, which holds it, was 

15 not shut an hour ago. But how? This place is 

seldom passed…”

20

The passage is most strongly marked by a sense

of

A) fear and erudition

B) reverence and horror

C) suspense and dread

D) isolation and depression
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Question 21 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Nathaniel Hawthorne’s 

1851 novel, The House of the Seven Gables.

In her own behalf, Hepzibah had asked 

nothing of Providence but the opportunity of 

devoting herself to this brother, whom she had 

so loved, to whom she had kept her faith, 

5 wholly, unfalteringly, at every instant, and 

throughout life. And here, in his late decline, the 

lost one had come back out of his long and 

strange misfortune, and was thrown on her 

sympathy. She had responded to the call. She 

10 had come forward – our poor, gaunt Hepzibah, 

in her rusty silks, with her rigid joints, and the 

sad perversity of her scowl – ready to do her 

utmost; and with affection enough to do a 

hundred times as much! There could be few 

15 more tearful sights with truer pathos in them, 

than Hepzibah presumed on that first afternoon.

21

The narrator regards Hepzibah with

A) poignant admiration

B) unreasonable loyalty

C) uncanny adoration

D) zealous scorn
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Question 22 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Hunter S. Thompson, Fear 

and Loathing in Las Vegas. ©1971 by Hunter S. 

Thompson.

It was almost noon, and we still had 

more than a hundred miles to go. They would 

be tough miles. But there was no going back, 

and no time to rest. We would have to ride it out. 

5 Press registration for the fabulous Mint 400 was 

already underway, and we had to get there by 

four to claim our soundproof suit. A fashionable 

sporting magazine in New York had taken care 

of the reservations, along with this huge red 

10 Chevy convertible we’d just rented off a lot on 

the Sunset strip… and I was, after all, a 

professional journalist; so, I had an obligation to 

cover the story, for good or ill.

22

The stance the author takes in the passage is best

described as

A) concerned, yet committed to what lay ahead.

B) strangely nonchalant given his current

predicament

C) indifferent to his work as an author

D) confident that everything will be fine in the

end.
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SUPPORTING EVIDENCE
Supporting evidence questions are primarily paired with two other question types: literal

comprehension (questions that ask what the passage indicates), and inference (questions

that ask what the passage implies). The most important thing to understand is that paired

"supporting evidence" questions are not really two questions at all but rather a single

question broken into two parts. In fact, the information needed to answer question #1

will always be contained among the answer choices to question #2. The answer to #1 is

essentially a rephrased (more general) version of the correct lines cited in #2.

"Supporting evidence" pairs come in two types. In the vast majority of cases, question

#1 will not contain a line reference. From time to time, however, question #1 will

contain a line reference.
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Questions 23 – 26 are based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Leander S. Keyser, Our 

Bird Comrades. The author, a bird watcher, discusses his 

move to a different state and his encounter there with bird 

species previously unknown to him.  

After studying the birds in Ohio and 

Indiana for a good many years, I moved to 

eastern Kansas, where I lived for five and a half 

years. My rambles were by no means confined 

5 to the wooded bluffs and hollows that bound

the Missouri River on the west, for I also made

excursions out upon the prairies of Kansas,

over into the state of Missouri, and down into

Oklahoma; and everywhere I carried my field

10 glass with me and kept both eyes intent on

the birds. You would expect an enthusiast in the

pursuit of bird lore to do nothing else. What a

pleasure it was to ramble about in new fields 

and make acquaintance with new bird friends! 

15 There is not a very marked difference between 

the avifauna of eastern Kansas and Ohio, and 

yet there are some birds found in the former 

state that are not met with in the latter – enough 

to keep the observer on the tiptoe of 

20 expectancy for several months. 

One of my new acquaintances was a little 

bird which is known is known as the clay-

coloured sparrow. It belongs to the same genus 

(Spizella) as the chipping and field sparrows 

25 which are so well known in the East; but it has 

an individuality of its own and is not merely a 

copy. I stumbled upon it while pursuing my 

explorations near Peabody, far out on the level 

prairie, where the species was abundant during 
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23

In the first paragraph, Keyser characterizes his

discovery of bird species new to him as

A) lacking interest because the birds were so

similar to those he had seen in Ohio and Indiana

B) different enough from those he already knew

as to arouse a sense of excitement

C) possible only because he carried his field

glass with him everywhere

D) a satisfying new source of entertainment and

social connection

30 the season of migration. As I was sauntering 

along a road, a peculiar croaking little trill 

greeted me from the hedge, sounding very 

much like the rasping call of certain kinds of 

grasshoppers   when they are suddenly started 

35 and take to wing. But no insect had ever emitted 

quite such a sound in my hearing. This could 

not be an insect. It was worthwhile to look and 

make sure of the identity of the odd musician. 
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24

Which choice provides the best evidence for the

answer to the previous question?

A) Lines 4-6 (“my rambles…west”)

B) Lines 9-11 (“everywhere…birds”)

C) Lines 15-16 (“There is… Ohio”)

D) Lines 18-20 (“enough... months”)
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25

According to the passage, Keyser is able to

determine the “peculiar croaking little trill” (line

31) is that of bird because

A) while exploring near Peabody, he observes a

large number of birds on the prairie.

B) he knows that the birds are in their migrating

season and likely to make such calls.

C) while the call sounds similar to that of a

grasshopper, it is unlike that of any insect he has

heard.

D) he starts the birds from the prairie brush and

is able to identify the source of the calf.
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26

Which choice provides the best evidence for the

answer to the previous question?

A) Lines 27-28 (“I stumbled... Peabody”)

B) Lines 29-30 (“where…migration”)

C) Lines 32-34 (“sounding...grasshoppers”)

D) Lines 35-37 (“But no....insect”)
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Questions 27 – 29 are based on the following passage.

This passage is from John and Evelyn Dewey, The Schools 

of Tomorrow. In this section, the authors discuss the 

significance of play in children’s education.

Schools all over the country are at 

present making use of the child’s instinct for 

play, by using organized games, toy making, or 

other construction, based on play motives as 

5 part of the regular curriculum. This is in line with 

the vitalization of the curriculum that is going on 

in the higher grades by making use of the 

environment of the child outside the 

schoolroom. If the most telling lessons can be 

10 given to children through bringing into the 

school their occupations in their free hours, it is 

only natural to use play as a large share of the 

work for youngest pupils. Certainly, the greatest 

part of the lives of very young children is spent 

15 in playing, either games which they learn from 

older children or those of their own invention. 

The latter usually take the form of imitations of 

the occupations of their elders. All little children 

think of playing house, doctor, or soldier, even 

20 if they are not given toys which suggest these

games; indeed, half of the joy of playing comes 

from finding and making the necessary things, 

The educational value of this play is obvious. It 

teaches the children about the world they live 

25 in. The more they play, the more elaborate 
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According to the authors, the principal

educational value of play for children lies in

A) its ability to teach children about the realities

of adult life

B) the happiness children derive from

reconstructing the world their play simulates

C) its potential to rejuvenate the educational

environment

D) the fact that play requires ample leisure time

becomes their paraphernalia, the whole game

being a fairly accurate picture of the daily life of 

their parents in its setting, clothed in the 

language and bearing of the children. Through 

30 their games they learn about the work and play 

of the grown-up world. Besides noticing the 

elements which make up this world, they find 

out a good deal about the actions and 

processes that are necessary to keep it going
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Which choice provides the best evidence for the

answer to the previous question?

A) Lines 5-7 (“This is … grades”)

B) Lines 13-15 (“Certainly … playing”)

C) Lines 21-22 (“half… things”)

D) Lines 23-25 (“The educational… live in”)
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Which choice best supports the authors’ claim

that incorporating play into young children’s

school lessons would be worthwhile?

A) Lines 1-3 (“Schools… play”)

B) Lines 9-13 (“If the most… pupils”)

C) Lines 17-18 (“The latter… elders”)

D) Lines 32-34 (“they find… going”)



Thank you


