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LOGICAL STRUCTURE / FUNCTION
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Function questions ask you to understand the more abstract role of that content

within the larger context of the passage or paragraph. In other words, these

questions ask you to identify the point that the information in question supports.

While answers to "function" questions are based on the specific wording in the

passage, you should keep in mind that the answers themselves are not stated word-

for-word in the passage. In fact, the answer choices will sometimes be phrased in

much more general or abstract language than what appears in the passage; you are

responsible for drawing the connection between the two. That said, you should

always keep in mind the topic of the passage because the correct answer may refer

to it, either directly or in rephrased form.



Which choice most closely captures the meaning of 

the figurative “on the shoreline” in line 4?

A) The actual location of the dog

B) A beach in the dream

C) The state between sleep and wakefulness

D) A memory from the author’s childhood
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Question 1 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Jo Ann Beard, “The Fourth 

State of Matter.” © 1996 by Jo Ann Beard.

The collie wakes me up about three 

times a night, summoning me from a great 

distance as I row my boat through a dim, 

complicated dream. She’s on the shoreline, 

5 barking. Wake up. She’s staring at me with her 

head slightly tipped to the side, long nose, 

gazing eyes, toenails clenched to get a 

purchase on the wood floor. We used to call her 

the face of love



15 most prominent object was a long table with a 

tablecloth spread on it, as if a feast had been in 

preparation when the house and the clocks all 

stopped together. An epergne or centre-piece 

of some kind was in the middle of this cloth; it 

20 was so heavily overhung with cobwebs that its 

form was quite undistinguishable; and, as I 

looked along the yellow expanse out of which 

I remember its seeming to grow, like a 

black fungus, I saw speckle-legged spiders with 

25 blotchy bodies running home to it, and running 

out from it, as if some circumstances of the 

greatest public importance had just transpired 

in the spider community.
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Questions 2 – 3 are based on the following passage 

This is an excerpt from Charles Dickens’ Great 

Expectations.

From that room, too, the daylight was 

completely excluded, and it had an airless smell 

that was oppressive. A fire had been lately 

kindled in the damp old-fashioned grate, and it 

5 was more disposed to go out than to burn up,

and the reluctant smoke which hung in the room 

seemed colder than the clearer air, like our own 

marsh mist. Certain wintry branches of candles 

on the high chimneypiece faintly lighted the 

10 chamber; or it would be more expressive to say,

faintly troubled its darkness. It was spacious, 

and I dare say had once been handsome, but 

every discernible thing in it was covered with 

dust and mould and dropping to pieces. The 



The author’s use of the phrase “faintly troubled its

darkness” (line 11) functions mainly to

A) illustrate the ceaseless struggle between light and

darkness.

B) emphasize the crucial function that darkness plays

in this setting.

C) portray the irritation that flickering candle light

can cause.

D) symbolize the narrator’s own sense of the

darkness within himself.
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The description of the centre-piece (lines 18–28)

primarily serves to

A) demonstrate the extent to which the room and its

contents have been neglected.

B) showcase the narrator’s keen skills of observation.

C) terrify readers with detailed imagery of spiders in

their habitat.

D) evoke a mood of minute but significant hustle and

bustle.
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antennae awhip – not nice to look at. And it's 

true that they are garbagemen of the sea, 

eaters of dead stuff, although they'll also eat 

some live shellfish, certain kinds of injured fish, 

20 and sometimes each other. But they are 

themselves good eating. Or so we think now. 

Up until sometime in the 1800s, though, lobster 

was literally low-class food, eaten only by the 

poor and institutionalized. Even in the harsh 

25 penal environment of early America, some 

colonies had laws against feeding lobsters to 

inmates more than once a week because it was 

thought to be cruel and unusual, like making 

people eat rats.
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Questions 4 – 5 are based on the following passage

This passage is from David Foster Wallace, “Consider the 

Lobster.” © 2004 by David Foster Wallace.

The point is that lobsters are basically 

giant sea-insects. (Midcoasters' native term for 

a lobster is, in fact, "bug," as in "Come around 

on Sunday and we'll cook up some bugs.") Like 

5 most arthropods, they date from the Jurassic 

period, biologically so much older than 

Mammalia that they might as well be from 

another planet. And they are – particularly in 

their natural brown-green state, brandishing 

10 their claws like weapons and with thick 



By describing lobsters as “giant sea insects” (line 2),

“not nice to look at” (line 11) and “garbagemen of

the sea” (line 12) the author primarily seeks to

A) underscore the overlooked out critical role

lobsters play in ocean ecology.

B) share interesting facts about lobster anatomy.

C) expose the unappetizing nature of lobsters and

discourage people from eating them.

D) suggest reasons for lobster’s once having been

considered “low-class food” (line 18)
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The statement “Or so we think now” (line 16)

functions mainly to

A) highlight contemporary society’s reverence of

shellfish as food.

B) show how far we’ve come in developing more

sophisticated culinary attitudes.

C) stress the difference between modern and

historical positions on eating lobster.

D) imply that previous generations were more

accurate in their assessment of lobster.

5
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ORGANISATION / STRUCTURE

Paragraph and passage organization questions test your understanding of

rhetorical strategies on a large scale. To answer these questions, you must be

able to identify places where key ideas and arguments are introduced, as well

transition words that indicate the relationships of those ideas to one another. If

a question asks about the organization of a paragraph, you should begin by

skimming for important transitions within that paragraph; then consider how

they relate to one another (comparison/ contrast, sequence, etc.). If a question

asks about the overall organization of a passage, you should focus on the end

of the introduction and the first sentence of each subsequent paragraph.



and Stegosaurus carried on its back a double 

row of huge bony plates negligible as defensive 

armour and problematic as heat controls. Not 

that biological features need to be efficient to be 

12 carried along. Some Darwinian purists don’t 

even like the word “adaptive,” as carrying a taint 

of implied teleology, of purposeful self-

improvement. All that is certain is that dinosaur 

skeletons demonstrate the viability, for a time, 

20 of certain dimensions and conformations. Yet 

even Darwin, on the last page of The Origin of 

Species, in summing up his Theory as “Natural 

Selection, entailing Divergence of Character 

and the Extinction of less-improved forms,” lets 

25 fall a shadow of value judgement with the “less-

improved.”
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Question 06 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from John Updike, “Extreme 

Dinosaurs.” ©2007 by John Updike.

Dinosaurs have always presented 

adaptive puzzles. How did huge herbivores like 

Brachiosaurus, Apatosaurus, and Diplodocus

get enough daily food into their tiny mouths to 

5 fill their cavernous guts? Of the two familiar 

dinosaurs whose life-and–death struggle was 

memorably animated in Walt Disney’s 1940 

“Fantasia” (though in fact they never met in the 

corridors of time, failing to overlap by fully 75 

10 million years), T. rex had puzzlingly tiny arms 



Which choice best describes the developmental

pattern of the passage?

A) After acknowledging a conundrum, the author

shares several examples to illustrate, and then briefly

explores how theorists have accounted for them.

B) The author asks a provocative question; then, he

disputes the most common answers by exposing their

inconsistencies and proposes a solution of his own.

C) After enumerating the flawed observations that

led to the development of a controversial theory, the

author argues for a reframing of the theory.

D) The author compares several specimens’ physical

features and notes their biological causes; then, he

proposes a theory to account for those features

6
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Which choice best describes the developmental

pattern of the passage?

A) A poetic flight of fancy

B) An account of shifting perspectives

C) An entertaining anecdote

D) A brief speculation about the past

7
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Question 07 is based on the following passage.

This Passage is adapted from Cullen Murphy, “Out of the 

Ordinary.” 2001 by Cullen Murphy.

Only a few centuries ago, dust was 

regarded as “the finest thing the human eye 

could see… a barrier between the visible and 

the invisible.” Those motes dancing in shafts of 

5 sunlight represented an elemental condition to 

which all things would return. Then along came 

the microscope, revealing an “infinity of the 

infinitesimal.” Dust was consigned to the 

dustbin (or the allergist).



14

Evidence Based Reading–02

Question 08 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Adam Gopnik, “No Rules: Is 

Le Fooding, the French culinary movement, more than a 

feeling?” 2010 by Adam Gopnik.

The Fooding restaurant guide is the most 

obvious of the group’s activities. Since its 

founding, in 2000, by two gastronomic 

journalists exasperated by the conformity and 

5 conservatism of French food culture, Le 

Fooding has published, from its Right Bank 

offices, a handsome, atypically larksome and 

unusually honest annual encyclopaedia of the 

restaurants and bistros of both Paris and the 

10 provinces. (The guide boasts on its cover that 

its writers pay their own checks and can prove 

it – not a thing universally true of French food 

guides.) But the guide is, in a sense, merely the 

word, not the act, of the enterprise. The 

15 movement, which has been reinforced over the 

years by a constantly changing team of other 

Foodingistes, also sponsors mass picnics —

"Foodings”! – at which three-star French chefs, 

long separated from their diners by a kitchen 

20 door and centuries of decorum, offer good food

in casual, high-spirited settings. These 

Foodings take place all over France; the 

atmosphere is somewhere between a buffet 

dinner and the Woodstock festival.



Over the course of the passage, the author shifts the

focus of his discussion from

A) one of the projects of a movement to the

widespread trends of the movement itself.

B) the founding of a movement to its later flourishing

and entrenchment in society.

C) the way conventionality hinders innovation to

historical attempts to subvert tradition.

D) local responses to a popular trend to its

nationwide expression.

8
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Question 09 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Ben McGrath, “The Fourth 

Quarter.” 2014 by Benn McGrath.

It wasn’t just the rules that had changed. 

The statistical revolution that swept into Major 

League Baseball shortly after the turn of the 

twenty-first century had arrived, with a few 

5 years’ delay, in the N.B.A., bringing a greater 

emphasis on three-point shooting from the 

corners and on finding openings near the 

basket, for high-percentage attempts. As a 

result, teams were reshuffling their depth charts 

10 in favour of mobility over size. “Small ball,” 

Bryant (and others) called it. The kind of 

versatile player, like Bryant, who could shoot 

well from anywhere on the court was no longer 

so highly prized, because twenty-foot jumpers 

15 were a low-percentage gamble, by definition. 

“I’ve always been more interested in the 

creative side of the game, like how things 

happen, why things happen, as opposed to just 

the numbers,” Bryant told me. “Numbers have 

20 never felt fun to me.”

Over the course of the passage, the author shifts the

focus of his discussion from

A) an argument for a significant change to an

anecdote illustrating the counterargument.

B) a comparison between two sports to individual

players’ perspectives on them.

C) a shift in the priorities of strategy to one affected

party’s personal reaction to that shift.

D) a general statement of values to an individual’s

unique interpretation of those values.

9
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INFERENCE
Inference questions test what a particular section of a passage suggests or

implies. It is true that some inference questions will require you to make slightly

larger leaps than others, but only slightly larger. Although answers to inference

questions will not be stated word-for-word in the passage, the passage will

always contain specific wording that clearly indicates a particular idea, event, or

relationship. Like literal comprehension questions, inference questions will

frequently be paired with "supporting evidence" questions. In fact, this structure

can actually make these questions easier. Instead of having to consider the entire

passage AND make the correct inference, the "supporting evidence" question

will at least provide specific locations for the information you need to make a

valid inference.
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Questions 10 – 11 are based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from David Foster Wallace, “How 

Tracy Austin Broke My Heart” in Consider the Lobster 

and Other Essays 2006 by David Foster Wallace.

Because I am a long-time rabid fan of 

tennis in general and Tracy Austin in particular, 

I’ve rarely looked forward to reading a sports 

memoir the way I looked forward to Ms. Austin’s 

5 Beyond Center Court, ghosted by Christine 

Brennan. This is a type of mass-market book –

the sports-star-with-somebody autobiography –

that I seem to have bought and read an awful 

lot of, with all sorts of ups and downs and 

10 ambivalence (usually putting these books under 

something more highbrow when I get to the 

register). I think Austin’s memoir has maybe 

finally broken my jones for the genre, though.

The point about these sports memoirs’ 

15 market appeal is that because top athletes are 

profound, because they make a certain type of 

genius as carnally discernible as it ever can get, 

these ghost-written invitations inside their lives 

and their skulls are terribly seductive for book 

20 buyers. Explicitly or not, the memoirs make a 

promise – to let us penetrate the indefinable 

mystery of what makes some persons 

geniuses, to share with us the secret and so 

both to reveal the difference between us and 

25 them and to erase it, a little, that difference… to 

give us the (we want, expect, only one, the 

master narrative, the key) Story”.



The parenthetical statement in the first paragraph

(lines 10-12) suggests that

A) the author is embarrassed by his fondness for

sports memoirs.

B) the worker at the register will judge him ruthlessly

for such an insipid purchase.

C) sports memoirs are lowbrow, and should therefore

be paired with another book for balanced reading.

D) the author wants to appear more literary than he

actually is

10
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It might be inferred from the second paragraph that

A) the “promise” that memoirs make is sometimes

not fulfilled.

B) sports memoirs are alluring in part because

readers see athletes as “profound”

C) reading memoirs enables people to understand

athletes and become more like them.

D) it is not possible to truly understand the mind of

another person

11
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Question 12 is based on the following passage.

It should be noted that the guests at 

Todd’s aunt’s house were not necessarily the 

type of people with whom he, at that moment, 

desired to converse. Having overheard parts of 

5 their conversations, Todd made the (possibly 

hasty) decision that they were either unwilling 

to or incapable of engaging in the type of 

discourse in which he wanted to participate.

He further noted that there was very little 

10 way to discern which male was paired up with 

which female, or which child was part of whose 

brood. The situation was further complicated by 

the fact that many of them lacked wedding 

bands, so Todd was left to wonder whether all 

15 of the children were offspring of adults present, 

or if perhaps a kind aunt or uncle were baby-

sitting as a holiday favour. It crossed Todd’s 

mind that he could inquire about all of these 

things but he didn’t feel sufficiently engaged in 

20 the topic to remember the answers, and would 

have ended up having to ask again a few 

minutes later.



Based on the information in the passage, it can

reasonably be inferred that Todd

A) is offended by a seeming lack of morals among

the other guests at the gathering.

B) suffers from a poor memory that hinders his

ability to socialize.

C) is essentially uninterested in the other guests and

the relationships between them.

D) tends to base his judgments of others solely on his

first impression of them.

12
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The author suggests that the revolt that occurred in

1896 was

A) well-planned and executed perfectly

B) spontaneous and occurred because of an act

perpetrated by the Spanish Army.

C) the inevitable result of centuries of pent-up anger.

D) unacceptably deadly and waste of resources

13
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Question 13 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Don Emilio Aguinaldo y 

Famy, True Version of the Philippine Revolution.

Spain maintained control of the 

Philippine Islands for more than three centuries 

and a half, during which period the tyranny, 

misconduct and abuses of the Friars and the 

5 Civil and Military Administration exhausted the 

patience of the natives and caused them to 

make a desperate effort to shake off the 

unbearable, galling yoke on the 26th and 31st

August, 1896, then commencing the revolution 

10 in the provinces of Manila and Cavite. These 

memorable days were followed by a week of 

other cities following the example of the latter, 

and the final result was a finally free and proud 

nation of the Philippines.
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PARALLEL REASONING

Parallel Reasoning questions can be phrased in several ways: most

frequently, you will be asked to identify the scenario from among the answer

choices that is most analogous (similar) to the scenario described in several

lines of the passage. You may also be asked to identify the answer choice that

is most like or most similar to a scenario described in the passage. Either

way, the answer choices will describe a series of situations and people

completely unconnected to the passage itself. You are responsible for

drawing the connection between the specific wording in the passage and the

more general situation it describes, and for recognizing which of the answers

describes the same essential situation.



The “anti-potato forces” (lines 8–9) are most similar

to

A) anarchists who publish a manifesto systematically

impugning a corrupt government.

B) students who protest against the draconian

discipline at their school

C) children who bicker over a toy until their parents

confiscate it.

D) a doctor who is concerned about the effects of a

popular exercise program.

14
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Question 14 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Cullen Murphy, “Out of the 

Ordinary”  2001 by Cullen Murphy.

In a recent essay, “The Potato in the 

Materialist Imagination”, Catherine Gallagher 

and Stephen Greenblatt argue that as the 

potato became a European staple, it also 

5 became the focus of a fierce intellectual debate. 

The pro-potato forces celebrated the potato’s 

astonishing utility: it grew with little effort, and 

fed people and swine alike. The anti-potato 

forces found this repugnant – and they worried 

10 about an insidious social consequence. Bread, 

the traditional staple, caught people up in a 

complex web of interactions – growing, 

harvesting, threshing, milling, baking, selling. 

The potato required none of that. A vast rural 

15 proletariat in a state of utter isolation could feed 

on roots from the ground breed, and degrade 

into dust.



The “misconception” (line 1) about Sacagawea’s role

in her tribe and Bowers’ correction of that

misconception are most similar to

A) the realization on the part of a navigator that he

has been using an outdate map

B) the difference between the degree of knowledge

of a teacher and that of her students.

C) the replacement of a superstitious belief with a

conception of reality based on direct observation.

D) a comparison between the rituals of two different

religious groups.

15
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Question 15 is based on the following passage

This passage is adapted from the National Park Service 

article, “Sacagawea” © 2015 by the NPS.

A misconception arose about 

Sacagawea's status in the Hidatsa tribe over 

the years, to the point where she is generally 

regarded in history texts and works of fiction to 

5 have been a slave. This is not true – in fact, 

there was no place in the Hidatsa culture for 

slavery. Ethnologist Alfred W Bowers, in his 

classic study of the Hidatsas, put it best: 

"Adoption of children of alien tribes, when the 

10 parents were unable to care for them or they 

had been abandoned by their parents while 

trading at the Hidatsa villages was of common 

occurrence. These children, when adopted, 

frequently assumed the position of a child who 

15 had died, while the kinship bonds with the blood 

relatives were never broken. They could return 

to their own tribe when grown and nothing 

would have been done to prevent it…”
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Question 16 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Dr. Joseph Mercola, “MSG: 

Is This Silent Killer Lurking in your kitchen Cabinets?” © 

2009 by Joseph Mercola.

The additive didn't become prevalent in 

the United States until after World War II, when 

the U.S. military realized Japanese rations were 

much tastier than the U.S. versions of the same 

5 product. While initially conceived by American 

eaters to be a gourmet flavour and potent 

meat tenderizer, MSG has been discovered to 

have little taste at all. While consuming MSG, 

diners think the food they are eating has more 

10 protein and tastes more flavourful than dishes

without the addition. It does this by tricking the 

tongues, using a little-known fifth basic taste: 

umami. Umami is the taste of glutamate, a 

savoury flavour found in many Japanese foods 

15 and bacon. It is because of umami that foods 

with MSG taste heartier and more delicious to 

gastric consumers than do foods without the 

additive. Unfortunately, foodies and non-

foodies alike have discovered the negative 

20 health consequences of monosodium 

glutamate. Food manufacturers are not obtuse, 

ascertaining that their customers want to avoid 

eating this chemical addition. Have they 

responded by removing MSG from their 

products? A few many have, but most just 

eradicate their labels of the offending evidence.



Given the “negative health consequences” of MSG

(lines 19–20), its use to improve the palatability of

food is most analogous to which of the following?

A) Using scented spray to mask a foul cooking odour

B) Applying cosmetics that enhance one’s

appearance but harm one’s skin

C) Using software to adjust the colour saturation of a

dull photograph

D) Ironing a wrinkled garment to ensure one looks

more professional

16
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Question 17 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Louis Menand, “The End of 

the Golden Age” © 2001 by Louis Menand.

One way to see the breakdown of 

consensus in the liberal arts disciplines is by 

looking at college catalogues. Compare, for 

example, the English departments at two 

5 otherwise quite similar schools, Amherst and 

Wellesley. English majors at Wellesley are 

required to take ten English department 

courses, eight of which must be in subjects 

other than creative writing. All English majors 

10 must take a core course, called Critical 

Interpretation; they must take at least two 

courses in literature written before 1900, one of 

which must be in literature written before 1800. 

The course listing reflects attention to every 

15 traditional historical period in English and 

American literature. Down the turnpike at 

Amherst, on the other hand, English majors 

have only to take ten courses "offered or 

approved by the department" – in other words, 

20 apparently; they may be courses in any 

department.



Which of the following best exemplifies what the

author considers the difference between Wellesley

and Amherst?

A) One corporation that pays its employees poorly,

and another that offers high salaries.

B) One school with large classes, and another with a

low student-to-teachers ratio

C) One taco stand that offers tacos with a variety of

toppings, and another that offers only three choices

D) One government job requiring strict examinations,

and another requiring any type job experience

17
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PAIRED PASSAGE RELATIONSHIPS

31

Both passages revolve around the same basic idea or event, even if it isn't always

immediately obvious how the two passages relate to one another. The most common P1/P2

relationship simply involves two authors with conflicting views on or interpretations of an

idea or event; however, there are a handful of other relationships that can occur. Some

common relationships between paired passages are:

• Passage 1 and Passage 2 present opposing views on the same topic (P1 = positive, P2 =

negative or vice-versa).

• Passage 1 and Passage 2 agree but have different focuses or stylistic differences (e.g. P1

is written in third person and P2 is written in first person).

• Passage 1 and Passage 2 discuss different aspects of the same event or idea (e.g. P1

focuses on how an event was perceived by the press, P2 focuses on how it affected

women).

• Passage 2 provides an example of an idea described generally in Passage 1.

• Passage 2 provides an explanation for a phenomenon discussed in Passage 1.



who must be conquered and shown who’s the 

boss; when left to (mostly) their own devices, 

children will pursue activities that are not only 

fun, but good for their minds, bodies, and 

15 hearts.

Another key to the Montessori 

classroom is that the children mostly direct 

their own learning, choosing an activity 

themselves, doing it for as long as they want 

20 – even choosing it repeatedly for days. (This 

helps extend the child’s all-important 

attention span.) They record their activity in a 

journal and share their work with the teacher 

(or “guide”), who does not give them an exam 

25 or a grade, but merely tells them if they’ve 

done it correctly and completely.
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Questions 18 – 22 are based on the following passage.

Passage 1 is adapted from Roseana Auten, “School of 

Thought: Montessori Eschews by-the-Book Teaching 

Methods,” © 1997 by Roseana Auten. Passage 2 is adapted 

from Chris Holfester, “The Montessori Method,” © 2008 

by EBSCO publishing.

Passage 1 

For some progressive educators, the 

Italian teacher Maria Montessori (1870-1952) 

is their Martin Luther. At the risk or making her 

life’s work sound simplistic (it’s not), the 

5 Montessori philosophy revolves around 

several basic assumptions about how 

children learn and develop – assumptions 

that were pretty radical at the turn of century 

and are still radical now. Chief among them is 

10 that children aren’t intractable little animals 



45 the parent, who asked not to be identified.

“The only thing that’s worked is to actually ‘make’ my 

child sit down and do a little rote learning. And it’s 

working.”

And indeed, it’s how Montessori 

50 schools account for a child’s progress that 

poses a bit of a dilemma. With no exams and 

no grades, assessment takes a different form. 

What about children who seem to be having 

trouble because of a learning disability, such 

55 as dyslexia? AMS director Goertz says she 

eschews the labels and diagnoses that other 

educational institutions seem to rely on to 

explain why a child is not advancing at a 

specified rate. Yet these “labels and 

60 diagnoses” are useful in addressing the 

learning problems that Montessori school 

largely seems to ignore – much to the 

detriment of their students.

33
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It’s easy to see how “establishment” 

education, including public and private 

schools, has borrowed liberally from the 

30 Montessori concept. Multi-age, ungraded 

classrooms, with the teacher as “guide,” and 

heavy use of “hands-on” materials have been 

all the rage for years. And those schools still 

have a lot they could learn from Montessori, 

35 says Margaret Bridgeman, a former 

Montessori school aide.

Well, maybe, but where’s the line 

between a kid who’s not ready to learn, and 

one who flat doesn’t want to? One father 

40 whose child spent his early learning years in 

a Montessori school finds Montessorians’ 

reluctance to “force” anything on a kid – even 

acquisition of basic skills – to be very 

frustrating. “There’s no accountability,” said  



By using a “self-directed” individual 

learning approach, Montessori's students 

were able to teach themselves through critical 

interaction in a “prepared environment” 

containing interconnected tasks which 

85 gradually required higher levels of cognitive 

thought. This method creates a task-oriented 

student who is “intrinsically motivated to 

master challenging tasks”

The Montessori Method was a radical 

90 philosophy at the time which challenged 

many of the existing beliefs about “whole-

class learning,” the acquisition of knowledge, 

and the development of early human 

cognition. Montessori believed that children 

95 were not a blank slate and that the traditional 
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Passage2

Dr. Montessori initially devised her 

65 teaching philosophy in 1896 while working 

with special needs children. Although her 

patients were diagnosed as mentally deficient 

and unable to learn, within two years of 

Montessori’s instruction, the children were 

70 able to successfully complete Italy’s

standardized public-school exams. Through 

her research and study, Montessori observed 

that effective teaching styles required the 

establishment of a “sensory rich” environment 

75 that offered interactive yet independent 

learning opportunities. In this “educational 

playground” children could choose from a 

variety of developmental activities that 

promoted learning by doing.



curriculum development and evaluation. 

Moreover, the name and method known as 

“Montessori” have never been formally 

licensed or trademarked, so anyone can open 

115 a Montessori-based school without having to 

follow standard curriculum guidelines. 

Although the Montessori Method has 

been largely embraced in the United States, 

its pedagogical principles have never been 

120 formally accepted by administrators and 

policymakers in traditional / mainstream 

school systems. Due to its lack of academic 

assessment; it is largely neglected by 

scholars.
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learning methods such as recitation, 

memorization and conditioning failed to 

develop necessary life skills and individual 

abilities.

100 Many opponents argue that the 

Montessori Method cannot be accepted as a

legitimate pedagogy due to the lack of 

accountability and formal testing procedures. 

Of the 5,000 schools in the United States 

105 using Montessori programs, only 20% are 

formally associated with an official 

Montessori governing or sanctioning body 

and 60% of Montessori schools are 

completely unaffiliated to an academic or 

110 professional institution that usually assists in



The authors of both passages would agree that

Montessori schools

A) do not provide a legitimate way to measure

students’ learning and progress

B) are based on ideas considered revolutionary when

they were first developed

C) are inconsistent because of a lack of formal

licensing or trademark

D) employ methods that are generally not accepted at

mainstream schools

18
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The author of Passage 2 would most likely respond to

the criticisms in the fourth paragraph (lines 37–48)

by

A) contending that many “Montessori” schools may

not follow official Montessori methodology

B) questioning whether the student mentioned was

bright enough for the Montessori program.

C) admitting that there are some inherent flaws in the

Montessori method

D) insisting that “forcing” students to do tasks makes

learning impossible.
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Which of the following provides the best evidence

for the answer to the previous question?

A) Lines 94 – 95 (“Montessori … slate”)

B) Lines 104 – 107 (“Of the … body”)

C) Lines 108 – 110 (“60%... institution”)

D) Lines 122 – 124 (“Due to … scholars”)

20
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Compared to Passage 1, Passage 2

A) uses fewer statistics to support its assertions.

B) is less academic

C) depends more on speculation.

D) refers to fewer individual experiences.

21
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The author of Passage 1 would most likely respond to

Passage 2’s assertion in lines 100–103 (“Many …

procedures”) by stating that

A) such problems are a result of the many unofficial

Montessori schools.

B) the lack of assessment is problematic

C) test taking is not a necessary life skill

D) children with disabilities should not be held

accountable

22
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INFOGRAPHICS
41

Questions that involve graphics are often simpler than they initially appear. While graphs/

charts are always related in some way to the passages they accompany, many infographic

questions can be answered on the basis of the graph or chart alone; you do not need to take

the passage into account at all. Infographic questions can be divided into three main types:

1) Questions that require that graph only. 2) Questions that refer to both the graph and the

passage but that can be answered using only one or the other. 3) Questions that require both

the graph and the passage.

Just as you can skim passages to get a general idea of what they are saying, you can also

"skim" graphs visually to get a general sense of the information they convey. And again,

your goal is to avoid getting caught in the details for as long as possible. Here are some

things to notice:

What is the shape of the graph? Does it go up, down, or both?

• Are changes steady, or is there a big jump somewhere? If so, where?

• Is there an "outlier" point with a value very different from that of the other points?

• Are there items whose values don't change at all?
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Questions 23 – 24 are based on the following passage

This passage is adapted from Kashmir Hill, "Vine, 

Instagram and The Appeal of Apps That Turn Us into 

Artists." © 2013 by Kashmir Hill.

As we share more and more of our lived 

experiences in the forms of tweets, status 

messages, videos, and photos, the bar is 

5 starting to rise in terms of what is worthy of 

sharing. Our feeds are cluttered. We're starting 

to expect our friends not just to share – anyone 

can do that – but to share in an entertaining 

way. 

That means your messages have to be

10 clever, your photos artsy, and your videos 

edited (and short). Apps such as Instagram, 

Cinegram, and Vine that allow us to easily add 

aesthetic filters or animation or edited footage 

appeal because they turn us into artists rather 

5 than just people sharing the digital exhaust of 

our days



Which choice is supported by the data in the figure?

A) Other social networks besides Instagram have

gained in importance among teens.

B) In fall 2015, Tumblr was less popular than it had

been a year before.

C) Twitter has decreased in importance more than

any other social network.

D) Twice as many teens consider Instagram to be

most important as those who consider Twitter most

important.
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The author would most likely interpret the data about

Instagram from the chart by

A) speculating that teens find it important to be

entertaining or artistic.

B) asserting the chart is skewed since it does not

include data about Vine or Cinegram.

C) pointing out that other social networks are not

effective ways for teens to share.

D) demonstrating that Instagram's interface is less

cluttered and thus more efficient.
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Analysis focuses on the consequences 

of 2°C warming, a long-standing international 

target and the widely understood goal for the 

15 December 2015 global climate talks in Paris, as 

well as on the consequences of 4°C warming, 

the approximate implication from the current 

path of carbon emissions and representative of 

a failure of talks; and on the differences 

20 between these scenarios. 1.5°C warming, the 

preferred goal for many island nations, and 3°C 

warming, are also considered.

Among all nations, this report finds that 

China has the most to lose from business as 

25 usual, with 145 million citizens today on 

implicated land. China also has the most to gain 

from limiting warming to 2°C, which would cut 

the total to 64 million.
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Questions 25 – 26 are based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from Climate Central's 2015 

report, Global Mapping Choices.

Carbon pollution casts a long shadow. It 

is expected to persist in the atmosphere long 

enough to prolong temperature increases for 

thousands of years, long after human beings 

5 stop burning fossil fuels or clearing forests. 

Recent research translates global temperature 

increases from carbon emissions into 

projections of locked-in long-term sea level rise 

and puts these projections into context by 

10 assessing the current global population living 

on land that could be submerged. 
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The data displayed on the map most strongly

supports which of the following statements?

A) Warming of 1°C would affect approximately 8%

of the population of Tokyo.

B) Several major cities in Asia (Calcutta, Dhaka,

Jakarta, Hong Kong etc.) have a low elevation.

C) The effects of 2°C and 4°C warming are relatively

proportional among all the cities depicted.

D) A warming of 3°C would not have a major impact

on the cities indicated on the map.
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Would the data on the map provide support for those

seeking success at the "global climate talks in Paris"

(line 15)?

A) Yes, because the map shows the benefits of

restricting global warming to 0°C.

B) Yes, because it clearly shows the greater impacts

on major cities, a likely outcome if the climate talks

fail.

C) No, because the climate talks are focused only on

what China has to lose, and the map depicts the

whole world.

D) No, because the talks have a warming of 2°C as

their goal, but the map shows that such a warming

would still have major effects worldwide.
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effective. But the key here is paying the whole 

team. Paying bonuses to just part of your 

company can be just as deadly as random 

bonuses.
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Question 27 is based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from William Vanderbloemen, 

"Why I'm A Scrooge About Christmas Bonuses." © 2015 

by William Vanderbloemen.

I'm actually a bit of a Scrooge when it 

comes to Christmas bonuses. There have been 

several studies that have shown that holiday 

bonuses have little to no effect on employee 

5 engagement, which is the golden egg of a 

workforce. In fact, I believe that paying people 

a bonus just because it's a tradition or a holiday 

breeds exactly what entrepreneurs don't want: 

a culture of entitlement. Having a workforce that 

10 expects bonuses "just because" is a cancer to 

any entrepreneurial endeavour. 

But I'm not a total Scrooge; there's a 

method to my madness. While holiday bonuses 

can kill a company's growth, paying your staff 

15 for achieving team goals is tremendously 



The author of the following would most likely

consider the information in the chart to be

A) definitive evidence supporting his positions.

B) proof of a disparity between how executive

employees are treated and how non-executive

employees are treated.

C) a demonstration of the detrimental effects of a

culture of entitlement among the workforces.

D) a welcome indication that the majority of

companies have the right idea about holiday bonuses.
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Thank you


