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VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT

There are two types of vocabulary-in-context questions in the SAT
Reading section: most question test alternate meanings of common
words, but some also test the primary meanings of more challenging, less
common words. In addition, you may sometimes be asked to identify the
meaning of short phrases that contain words used in non-literal ways.
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As used in line 2, “dispensed with” most nearly

means

A) distributed

B) disposed of

C) identified with

D) renewed
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Question 1 is based on the following passage.

Around the middle of the 20th century,

science dispensed with the fantasy that we

could easily colonize the other planets in our

solar system. Science fiction writers absorbed

5 the new reality: soon, moon and asteroid

settings replaced Mars and Venus.
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As used in line 5, “parameters” most nearly

means

A) restrictions

B) hypotheses

C) calculations

D) theories
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Questions 2 & 3 are based on the following passage.

Until the past few years, physicists 

agreed that the entire universe is generated 

from a few mathematical truths and principles 

of symmetry, perhaps throwing in a handful of 

5 parameters like the mass of an electron. It 

seemed that we were closing in on a vision of 

our universe in which everything could be 

calculated, predicted, and understood. 

However, two theories, eternal inflation and 

10 string theory, now suggest that the same 

fundamental principles from which the laws of 

nature derive may lead to many different self-

consistent universes, with many different 

properties.
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As used in line 6, “closing in on” most nearly

means

A) experimenting

B) approaching

C) hypothesizing

D) shutting down
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Questions 2 & 3 are based on the following passage.

Until the past few years, physicists 

agreed that the entire universe is generated 

from a few mathematical truths and principles 

of symmetry, perhaps throwing in a handful of 

5 parameters like the mass of an electron. It 

seemed that we were closing in on a vision of 

our universe in which everything could be 

calculated, predicted, and understood. 

However, two theories, eternal inflation and 

10 string theory, now suggest that the same 

fundamental principles from which the laws of 

nature derive may lead to many different self-

consistent universes, with many different 

properties.
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As used in line 13 "at the expense of” most

nearly means

A) in the event of

B) without consideration of

C) with the understanding that

D) with the sacrifice of
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Questions 4 to 6 are based on the following passage.

The world is complex and 

interconnected, and the evolution of our 

communications system from a broadcast 

model to a networked one has added a new 

5 dimension to the mix. The Internet has made us 

all less dependent on professional journalists 

and editors for information about the wider 

world, allowing us to seek out information 

directly via online search or to receive it from 

10 friends through social media. But this enhanced 

convenience comes with a considerable risk 

that we will be exposed to what we want to 

know at the expense of what we need to know. 

While we can find virtual communities that 

15 correspond to our every curiosity, there's little 

pushing us beyond our comfort zones to or into 

the unknown, even if the unknown may have 

serious implications for our lives. There are 

things we should probably know more about –
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As used in line 18 "serious” most nearly means

A) profound

B) focused

C) concentrated

D) sincere
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Questions 4 to 6 are based on the following passage.

10 friends through social media. But this enhanced 

convenience comes with a considerable risk 

that we will be exposed to what we want to 

know at the expense of what we need to know. 

While we can find virtual communities that 

15 correspond to our every curiosity, there's little 

pushing us beyond our comfort zones to or into 

the unknown, even if the unknown may have 

serious implications for our lives. There are 

things we should probably know more about –

20 like political and religious conflicts in Russia or 

basic geography. But even if we knew more 

than we do, there's no guarantee that the 

knowledge gained would prompt us to act in a 

particularly admirable fashion.
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As used in line 23 "prompt" most nearly means

A) advocate

B) require

C) motivate

D) instruct
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Questions 4 to 6 are based on the following passage.

10 friends through social media. But this enhanced 

convenience comes with a considerable risk 

that we will be exposed to what we want to 

know at the expense of what we need to know. 

While we can find virtual communities that 

15 correspond to our every curiosity, there's little 

pushing us beyond our comfort zones to or into 

the unknown, even if the unknown may have 

serious implications for our lives. There are 

things we should probably know more about –

20 like political and religious conflicts in Russia or 

basic geography. But even if we knew more 

than we do, there's no guarantee that the 

knowledge gained would prompt us to act in a 

particularly admirable fashion.
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LITERAL COMPREHENSION

These questions require you to call upon a more advanced critical thinking
skill: paraphrasing or the ability to recognize the same idea stated in
different words. You must recognize the basic facts and details of a
passage, but you will be asked to find the accurate “translation” of those
facts and details. A common phrasing used for such questions in the SAT
is “The author indicates that…”

9
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Questions 7 to 10 are based on the following passage.

Adapted from "The Sisters" in Dubliners by James Joyce (1914)

There was no hope for him this time: it was the third stroke. Night after night I had passed the house (it was vacation time)

and studied the lighted square of window, and night after night I had found it lighted in the same way, faintly and evenly. If

he was dead, I thought, I would see the reflection of candles on the darkened blind, for I knew that two candles must be set

at the head of a corpse. He had often said to me, "I am not long for this world, and I had thought his words idle. Now I

knew they were true. Every night as I gazed up at the window, I said softly to myself the word "paralysis." It had always

sounded strangely in my ears, like the word "gnomon" in the Euclid and the word "simony" in the Catechism. But now it

sounded to me like the name of some maleficent and sinful being. It filled me with fear, and yet I longed to be nearer to it

and to look upon its deadly work.

Old Cotter was sitting at the fire, smoking, when I came downstairs to supper. While my aunt was ladling out my stirabout

he said, as if returning to some former remark of his:

"No, I wouldn't say he was exactly... but there was something queer...there was something uncanny about him. I'll tell you

my opinion...”
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He began to puff at his pipe, no doubt arranging his opinion in his mind. Tiresome old fool! When we knew him first, he 

used to be rather interesting, talking of faints and worms, but I soon grew tired of him and his endless stories about the 

distillery.

"I have my own theory about it," he said. "I think it was one of those... peculiar cases... But it's hard to say..."

He began to puff again at his pipe without giving us his theory. My uncle saw me staring and said to me:

"Well, so your old friend is gone, you'll be sorry to hear.“

"Who?" said I. 

"Father Flynn."

"Is he dead?“

"Mr. Cotter here has just told us. He was passing by the house.“

I knew that I was under observation, so I continued eating as if the news had not interested me. My uncle explained to old 

Cotter.

"The youngster and he were great friends. The old chap taught him a great deal, mind you; and they say he had a great wish 

for him.“

"God have mercy on his soul," said my aunt piously. 

Old Cotter looked at me for a while. I felt that his little beady black eyes were examining me, but I would not satisfy him by 

looking up from my plate. He returned to his pipe and finally spat rudely into the grate.
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Q7. To what does Old Cotter attribute the condition of the dying man?

A) Paralysis

B) Alcoholism

C) Poisoning

D) He doesn't provide a distinct opinion on the subject.

Q8. What effect has the third stroke had on the dying man described in the first paragraph?

A) It has blinded him.

B) It has made him unable to keep food down without being sick.

C) It has resulted in him being partially or completely unable to move.

D) It has given him amnesia.
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Q9. How would the narrator know where the man described in the first paragraph to die? 

A) The lighting seen through the window of the man's house would be uneven. 

B) Unlit candles would be placed at the man's head. 

C) An obituary would appear in the newspaper. 

D) He would bear sobbing from the house next door. 

Q10. The narrator is ___________ by Old Cotter's speech because.

A) flattered... Old Cotter is subtly complimenting him

B) annoyed... he doesn't complete his sentences

C) frustrated...the narrator knows that Old Cotter's theory is not true, but cannot correct him

D) pleased... Old Cotter can't figure out the situation he's considering. and the narrator takes pleasure in seeing 

him confused
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THE BIG PICTURE
There are three major types of ‘Big Picture’ questions. They are the following:

1. Summarizing an argument: These questions ask us to identify the essential point that the

author wants to convey and eliminate any unnecessary detail. The goal is not to cover all of

the information presented or to relate it in the sequence it appears in the passage, but rather to

pinpoint the overarching idea that encapsulates the author's point.

2. Main Point or Central Claim: They contain the primary argument the author is making.

It is usually stated more or less directly in the passage – typically in the introduction or in the

conclusion, though it could be anywhere else as well.

3. Primary Purpose: These capture the goal of the passage as a whole (e.g., describe,

emphasize, refute). While the primary purpose is based on the overall passage, there is often

a key sentence that will point to a particular answer.
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Questions 11 and 12 are based on the following

passage.

To understand what the new software 

– that is, analytics – can do that's different 

from more familiar software like spread-

sheets, word processing, and graphics, 

5 consider the lowly photograph. Here the 

relevant facts aren't how many bytes 

constitute a digital photograph, or a billion of 

them. That's about as instructive as counting 

the silver halide molecules used to form a 

10 single old-fashioned print photo. The 

important feature of a digital image's bytes 

is that, unlike crystalline molecules, they are 

uniquely easy to store, transport, and 

manipulate with software. In the first era of 

15 digital images, people were fascinated by the

convenience and malleability (think

Photoshop) of capturing, storing, and sharing

pictures. Now, instead of using software to

manage photos, we can mine features of the

20 bytes that make up the digital image.

Facebook can, without privacy invasion, track

where and when, for example, vacationing is

trending, since digital images reveal at least

that much. But more importantly, those data

25 can be cross-correlated, even in real time,

with seemingly unrelated data such as local

weather, interest rates, crime figures, and so

on. Such correlations associated with just one

photograph aren't revealing. But imagine

30 looking at billions of photos over weeks,
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months, years, then correlating them with

dozens of directly related data sets (vacation

bookings, air traffic), tangential information

(weather, interest rates, unemployment), or

35 orthogonal information (social or political

trends). With essentially free super-

computing, we can mine and usefully

associate massive, formerly unrelated data

sets and unveil all manner of economic,

40 cultural, and social realities

For science fiction aficionados, Isaac

Asimov anticipated the idea of using massive

data sets to predict human behaviour, coining

it "psychohistory" in his 1951 Foundation

45 trilogy. The bigger the data set, Asimov said

then, the more predictable the future. With 

big-data analytics, one can finally see the 

forest, instead of just the capillaries in the tree 

leaves. Or to put it in more accurate terms, 

50 one can see beyond the apparently random 

motion of a few thousand molecules of air 

inside a balloon; one can see the balloon 

itself, and beyond that, that it is inflating, that 

it is yellow, and that it is part of a bunch of 

55 balloons en route to a birthday party. The 

data/software world has, until now, been 

largely about looking at the molecules inside 

one balloon.



The main idea of the passage is that

A) Bytes have allowed people to capture and edit

images in innovative ways.

B) New forms of technology allow users’ activities to

be tracked without violating privacy.

C) Recent developments in technology have

transformed the way data is acquired and analysed.

D) Modern technology was described in science

fiction novels long before it was invented.

11
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The author's central claim in the second paragraph is

that

A) The predictions of science fiction writers tend to

be more accurate than those of scientists.

B) All human behaviour can be understood through

the use of massive data sets.

C) Technological innovation is often inspired by the

natural world.

D) Data sets will reveal unforeseen relationships

between large-scale phenomena

12
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Questions 13 and 14 are based on the following 

passage.

This passage is adapted from Jamaica Kincaid, “Annie 

John”, © 1985 © Farrar Strauss and Giroux. The 

protagonist is a girl growing up in the Caribbean

It was the first day of a new term, Miss 

Nelson said, so we would not be attending to 

any of our usual subjects; instead, we were 

to spend the morning in contemplation and 

5 reflection and writing something she 

described as an "autobiographical essay." In 

the afternoon, we would read aloud to each 

other our auto-biographical essays. (I knew 

quite well about "autobiography" and "essay," 

10 but reflection and contemplation! A day at 

school spent in such a way! Of course, in 

most books all the good people were always 

contemplating and reflecting before they did 

anything. Perhaps in her mind's eye she 

15 could see our future and, against all 

prediction, we turned out to be good people.) 

On hearing this, a huge sigh went up from the 

girls. 

Half the sighs were in happiness at the 

20 thought of sitting and gazing off into clear 

space, the other half in unhappiness at the 

misdeeds that would have to go 

unaccomplished. I joined the happy half, 

because I knew it would please Miss Nelson, 

25 and, my own selfish interest aside, I liked so 

much the way she wore her ironed hair and 

her long-sleeved blouse and box pleated skirt 

that I wanted to please her. 
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The morning was uneventful enough: a 

30 girl spilled ink from her inkwell all over her 

uniform; a girl broke her pen nib and then 

made a big to-do about replacing it; girls 

twisted and turned in their seats and pinched 

each other's bottoms; girls passed notes to 

35 each other. All this Miss Nelson must have 

seen and heard, but she didn't say anything –

only kept reading her book: an elaborately 

illustrated edition of the “The Tempest”, as 

later, passing by her desk, I saw. Midway in 

40 the morning, we were told to go out and 

stretch our legs and breathe some fresh air 

for a few minutes; when we returned, we were 

given glasses of cold lemonade and a slice of 

bun to refresh us. 

45      As soon as the sun stood in the middle 

of the sky, we were sent home for lunch. The 

earth may have grown an inch or two larger 

between the time I had walked to school that 

morning and the time I went home to lunch, 

50 for some girls made a small space for me in 

their little band. But I couldn't pay much 

attention to them; my mind was on my new 

surroundings, my new teacher, what I had 

written in my nice new notebook with its 

55 black-all-mixed-up-with-white cover and 

smooth lined pages (so glad was I to get rid 

of my old notebooks, which had on their

covers a picture of a wrinkled-up woman 

wearing a crown on her head and a neckful

60 and armfuls of diamonds and pearls – their 

pages so coarse, as if they were made of 

cornmeal). I flew home. I must have eaten my 

food. By half past one, we were sitting under 

a flamboyant tree in a secluded part of our 

65 schoolyard, our auto-biographical essays in
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hand. We were about to read aloud what we 

had written during our morning of 

contemplation and reflection. In response to 

Miss Nelson, each girl stood up and read her 

70 composition. One girl told of a much revered 

and loved aunt who now lived in England and 

of how much she looked forward to one day 

moving to England to live with her aunt; one 

girl told of her brother studying medicine in 

75 Canada and the life she imagined he lived 

there (it seemed quite odd to me); one girl told 

of the fright she had when she dreamed she 

was dead, and of the matching fright she had 

when she woke and found that she wasn't 

80 (everyone laughed at this, and Miss Nelson 

had to call us to order over and over); one girl 

told of how her oldest sister's best friend's 

cousin's best friend (it was a real rigmarole) 

had gone on a Girl Guide jamboree held in 

85 Trinidad and met someone who millions of 

years ago had taken tea with Lady Baden 

Powell; one girl told of an excursion she and 

her father had made to Redonda, and of how 

they had seen some booby birds tending their 

90 chicks. Things went on in that way, all so 

playful, all so imaginative. I began to wonder 

about what I had written, for it was the 

opposite of playful and it was the opposite of 

imaginative. What I had written was heartfelt, 

95 and, except for the very end, it was all too 

true.
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13

Which choice best summarizes the passage?

A) A character is apprehensive about attending

new school but is quickly reassured by her

teacher.

B) A character is excited about attending a new

school but struggles to make friends.

C) A character is eager to complete a school

assignment but becomes anxious after observing

her classmates' work.

D) A character admires her teacher but is

disappointed by her teacher's reaction to her

work.
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14

The primary purpose of the passage is to

A) describe the interactions between a young

girl and her peers.

B) recount a memorable episode in a young

girl's life.

C) explain the influence of an important figure

on a young girl's life.

D) explore the consequences of a young girl's

decision
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Questions 15 to 17 are based on the following passage.

This passage is adapted from a 1950 speech by Dean 

Acheson, who served as Secretary of State from 1949 to 

1953 and strongly influenced United States foreign policy 

during the Cold War

However much we may sympathize 

with the Soviet citizens who for reasons 

bedded deep in history are obliged to live 

under it, we are not attempting to change the 

5 governmental or social structure of the Soviet 

Union. The Soviet regime, however, has 

devoted a major portion of its energies and 

resources to the attempt to impose its system 

on other peoples. In this attempt it has shown 

10 itself prepared to resort to any method or 

stratagem, including subversion, threats, and 

even military force. 

Therefore, if the two systems are to 

coexist, some acceptable means must be 

15 found to free the world from the destructive 

tensions and anxieties of which it has been 

the victim in these past years and the 

continuance of which can hardly be in the 

interests of any people. 

20 I wish, therefore, to speak to you about 

those points of greatest difference which 

must be identified and sooner or later 

reconciled if the two systems are to live 

together, if not with mutual respect, at least in 

25 reasonable security. 

It is now nearly 5 years since the end 

of hostilities, and the victorious Allies have 

been unable to define the terms of peace with 

the defeated countries. This is a grave, a 
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30 deeply disturbing fact. For our part, we do not 

intend nor wish, in fact we do not know how, 

to create satellites. Nor can we accept a 

settlement which would make Germany, 

Japan, or liberated Austria satellites of the 

35 Soviet Union. The experience in Hungary, 

Rumania, and Bulgaria has been one of bitter 

disappointment and shocking betrayal of the 

solemn pledges by the wartime Allies. The 

Soviet leaders joined in the pledge at Tehran 

40 that they looked forward "with confidence to 

the day when all peoples of the world may live 

free lives, untouched by tyranny, and 

according to their varying desires and their 

own consciences." We can accept treaties of 

45 peace which would give reality to this pledge 

and to the interests of all in security. 

With regard to the whole group of 

countries which we are accustomed to 

thinking of as the satellite area, the Soviet 

50 leaders could withdraw their military and 

police force and refrain from using the 

shadow of that force to keep in power persons 

or regimes which do not command the 

confidence of the respective peoples, freely 

55 expressed through orderly representative 

processes. 

In this connection, we do not insist that 

these governments have any particular 

political or social complexion. What concerns 

60 us is that they should be truly independent 

national regimes, with a will of their own and 

with a decent foundation in popular feeling.
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The Soviet leaders could cooperate 

with us to the end that the official 

65 representatives of all countries are treated 

everywhere with decency and respect and 

that an atmosphere is created in which these 

representatives could function in a normal 

and helpful manner, conforming to the 

70 accepted codes of diplomacy. 

These are some of the things which we 

feel that Soviet leaders could do which would 

permit the rational and peaceful development 

of the coexistence of their system and ours. 

75 They are not things that go to the depths of 

the moral conflict. They have been formulated 

by us, not as moralists but as servants of 

government, anxious to get on with the 

practical problems that lie before us and to 

80 get on with them in a manner consistent with

mankind's deep longing for a respite from fear 

and uncertainty. 

Nor have they been formulated as a 

one-sided bargain. A will to achieve binding, 

85 peaceful settlements would be required of all 

participants. All would have to produce 

unmistakable evidence of their good faith. All 

would have to accept agreements in the 

observance of which all nations could have 

90 real confidence. 

The United States is ready, as it has 

been and always will be, to cooperate in 

genuine efforts to find peaceful settlements. 

Our attitude is not inflexible, our opinions are 

95 not frozen, our positions are not and will not 
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be obstacles to peace. But it takes more than 

one to cooperate. If the Soviet Union could 

join in doing these things I have outlined, we 

could all face the future with greater security. 

100 We could look forward to more than the 

eventual reduction of some of the present 

tensions. We could anticipate a return to a 

more normal and relaxed diplomatic 

atmosphere and to progress in the 

105 transaction of some of the international 

business which needs so urgently to be done.

15

What is the main idea of the passage?

A) Relations between the Soviet Union and the

United States will improve if the Soviet Union

offers greater liberties to its citizens.

B) The Soviet Union's failure to adhere to

international agreements poses an immediate

threat to American security.

C) The Soviet Union will be unable to conduct

normal relations with other countries until

communism has been thoroughly destroyed.

D) The conduct of the United States toward the

Soviet Union is a moral dilemma that cannot be

easily resolved.
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16

The primary purpose of the passage is to

A) Criticize the Soviet Union for its harsh

treatment of peoples under its rule.

B) Suggest that the Soviet Union should model

its diplomatic process on that of the United

States.

C) Propose a course of action that would result

in a reduction of tension between the Soviet

Union and the United States.

D) Decry the use of a force as a tool for

maintaining international order.
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17

The main idea of the fourth paragraph (lines 26-

44) is that

A) Leaders must act according to their

conscience as well as their desires.

B) Control of Soviet satellites will be granted to

the United States if the Soviet Union continues

to behave unreliably.

C) Soviet control of Germany, Japan, and

Austria would inevitably end in disaster.

D) The Soviet Union must abide by its promises

in order for the United States to accept its

treaties.
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TONE / ATTITUDE 
These questions essentially ask whether the author's language and attitude toward a

subject are positive, negative, or neutral; they may also ask you to identify the

relationship between specific wording and the tone. As a general rule, "extreme" answers

to tone / attitude questions are unlikely to be correct, while correct answers are typically

moderate. Thus, if an author's attitude is positive, the answer is more likely to be

approving or appreciative than awed; if the author's attitude is negative, the answer is

more likely to be skeptical or dubious (doubtful) than angry; and if an author uses strong

language, the answer is likely to be a more neutral word such as emphatic or decisive.
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Question 18 is based on the following passage.

The world is complex and 

interconnected, and the evolution of our 

communications system from a broadcast 

model to a networked one has added a new 

5 dimension to the mix. The Internet has made 

us all less dependent on professional 

journalists and editors for information about 

the wider world, allowing us to seek out 

information directly via online search or to 

10 receive it from friends through social media. 

But this enhanced convenience comes with a 

considerable risk: that we will be exposed to 

what we want to know at the expense of what 

we need to know. While we can find virtual 

15 communities that correspond to our every 

curiosity, there's little pushing us beyond our 

comfort zones to or into the unknown, even if 

the unknown may have serious implications for 

our lives. There are things we should probably 

20 know more about – like political and religious 

conflicts in Russia or basic geography. But 

even if we knew more than we do, there's no 

guarantee that the knowledge gained would 

prompt us to act in a particularly admirable 

25 fashion



The author's attitude toward the Internet is best

described as one of

A) fearfulness.

B) enthusiasm.

C) ambivalence.

D) curiosity.

18
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Question 19 is based on the following passage.

Chimps do it, birds do it, even you and 

I do it. Once you see someone yawn, you 

are compelled to do the same. Now it seems 

that wolves can be added to the list of 

5 animals known to spread yawns like a 

contagion. 

Among humans, even thinking about 

yawning can trigger the reflex, leading some 

to suspect that catching a yawn is linked to 

10 our ability to empathize with other humans. 

For instance, contagious yawning activates 

the same parts of the brain that govern 

empathy and social know-how. And some 

studies have shown that humans with more 

15 fine-tuned social skills are more likely to 

catch a yawn.

Similarly, chimpanzees, baboons and 

bonobos often yawn when they see other 

members of their species yawning. Chimps 

20 (Pan troglodytes) can catch yawns from 

humans, even virtual ones. At least in 

primates, contagious yawning seems to 

require an emotional connection and may 

function as a demonstration of empathy. 

25 Beyond primates, though, the trends are less 

clear-cut. One study found evidence of 

contagious yawning in birds but didn't 

connect it to empathy. A 2008 study showed 

that dogs (Canis lupus familiaris) could catch 

30 yawns from humans, and another showed 

that dogs were more likely to catch the yawn 

of a familiar human rather than a stranger. 

But efforts to see if dogs catch yawns from

each other and to replicate the results with 

35 humans have so far had no luck.



The author's attitude toward the relationship between

yawning and empathy in non-primates is best

described as one of

A) dubiousness.

B) agreement.

C) nostalgia.

D) hostility.

19
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Question 20 is based on the following passage.

These are stimulating times for 

anyone interested in questions of animal 

consciousness. On what seems like a 

monthly basis, scientific teams announce the 

5 results of new experiments, adding to 

preponderance of evidence that we've been 

underestimating animal minds, even those of 

us who have rated them fairly highly. New 

animal behaviours and capacities are 

10 observed in the wild, often involving tool use 

– or at least object manipulation – the very 

kinds of activity that led the distinguished 

zoologist Donald R. Griffin to find the field of 

cognitive ethology (animal thinking) in 1978: 

15 octopuses piling stones in front of their hidey 

holes, to name one recent example; or 

dolphins fitting marine sponges to their 

beaks in order to dig for food on the seabed; 

or wasps using small stones to smooth the 

20 sand around their egg chambers, concealing them 

from predators. At the same time,

neurobiologists have been finding that the 

physical structures in our own brains most 

commonly held responsible for 

25 consciousness are not as rare in the animal 

kingdom as had been assumed. Indeed, 

they are common. All of this work and 

discovery appeared to reach a kind of 

crescendo last summer, when an 

30 international group of prominent 

neuroscientists meeting at the University of 

Cambridge issued "The Cambridge 

Declaration on Consciousness in Non-

Human Animals," a document stating that 

35 "humans are not unique in possessing the 

neurological substrates that generate 

consciousness." It goes further to conclude 

that numerous documented animal 

behaviours must be considered "consistent 

40 with experienced feeling states."



The author's attitude toward Donald R. Griffin (line

13) is best described as one of

A) resignation.

B) admiration.

C) defensiveness.

D) scepticism

20
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Question 21 is based on the following passage.

Every time a car drives through a 

major intersection, it becomes a data point. 

Magnetic coils of wire lay just beneath the 

pavement, registering each passing car. This 

5 starts a cascade of information: Computers 

tally the number and speed of cars, shoot 

the data through underground cables to a 

command centre and finally translate it into 

the colours red, yellow and green. On the 

10 seventh floor of Boston City Hall, the three 

colours splash like paint across a wall-sized 

map. 

To drivers, the colour red means stop, 

but on the map, it tells traffic engineers to leap

15 into action. Traffic control centres like this one

– a room cluttered with computer terminals

and live video feeds of urban intersections –

represent the brain of a traffic system. The

city's network of sensors, cables and signals

20 are the nerves connected to the rest of the

body. "Most people don't think there are eyes 

and ears keeping track of all this stuff," says 

John DeBenedictis, the centre's engineering 

director. But in reality, engineers literally 

25 watch our every move making subtle changes that 

relieve and redirect traffic. 

The tactics and aims of traffic 

management are modest but powerful. Most 

intersections rely on a combination of pre-set 

30 timing and computer adaptation. For 

example, where a busy main road intersects 

with a quiet residential street, the traffic 

signal might pe 70 percent of "green time” to 

the main road, and 30 percent to the residential 

35 road (Green lights last between a few 

seconds and a couple minutes and tend to

shorten at rush hour to help the traffic move

continuously.) But when traffic overwhelms

the pre-set timing, engineers override the 

40 system and make changes.



What effect does the quotation by John DeBenedict

is in lines 21-22 have on the tone of the passage?

A) It creates a sceptical tone, implying that the power

of computers to control traffic may be limited.

B) It creates an enthusiastic tone, emphasizing the

power of technology to ensure safety.

C) It creates an ominous tone, suggesting the risks of

unrestrained surveillance.

D) It creates an informal tone, pointing out a

common misconception in everyday language

21
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SUPPORTING EVIDENCE
Supporting evidence questions are primarily paired with two other question types: literal

comprehension (questions that ask what the passage indicates), and inference (questions

that ask what the passage implies). The most important thing to understand is that paired

"supporting evidence" questions are not really two questions at all but rather a single

question broken into two parts. In fact, the information needed to answer question #1

will always be contained among the answer choices to question #2. The answer to #1 is

essentially a rephrased (more general) version of the correct lines cited in #2.

"Supporting evidence" pairs come in two types. In the vast majority of cases, question

#1 will not contain a line reference. From time to time, however, question #1 will

contain a line reference.
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Question 22 to 27 is based on the following passage.

The following passage is adapted from George Orwell, 

"Keep the Aspidistra Flying," first published in 1936. 

Gordon, the protagonist, is a poet.

Gordon walked homeward against the 

rattling wind, which blew his hair backward 

and gave him more of a 'good' forehead than 

ever. His manner conveyed to the passers-

5 by – at least, he hoped it did – that if he wore 

no overcoat it was from pure caprice. 

Willowbed Road, NW, was dingy and 

depressing, although it contrived to keep up 

a kind of mingy decency. There was even a 

10 dentist's brass plate on one of the houses. In 

quite two-thirds of them, amid the lace 

curtains of the parlour window, there was a 

green card with ‘Apartments' on it in silver 

lettering, above the peeping foliage of an 

15 aspidistra*. 

Mrs. Wisbeach, Gordon's landlady, 

specialized in 'single gentlemen'. Bed-sitting-

rooms, with gaslight laid on and find your 

own heating, baths extra (there was a 

20 geyser), and meals in the tomb-dark dining-

room with the phalanx of clotted sauce-

bottles in the middle of the table. Gordon, 

who came home for his midday dinner, paid 

twenty-seven and six a week. 

25 The gaslight shone yellow through the 

frosted transom above the door of Number 

31. Gordon took out his key and fished about 

in the keyhole – in that kind of house the key 

never quite fits the lock. The darkish little 

30 hallway – in reality it was only a passage –

smelt of dishwater and cabbage. Gordon 

glanced at the japanned tray on the hallstand.
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No letters, of course. He had told himself not 

to hope for a letter, and nevertheless had 

35 continued to hope. A stale feeling, not quite a 

pain, settled upon his breast. Rosemary 

might have written! It was four days now since 

she had written. Moreover, he had sent out to 

magazines and had not yet had returned to 

40 him. The one thing that made the evening 

bearable was to find a letter waiting for him 

when he got home. But he received very few 

letters - four or five in a week at the very most. 

On the left of the hall was the never 

45 used parlour, then came the staircase, and 

beyond that the passage ran down to the 

kitchen and to the unapproachable lair 

inhabited by Mrs. Wisbeach herself. As 

Gordon came in, the door at the end of the

50 passage opened a foot or so. Mrs. 

Wisbeach's face emerged, inspected him 

briefly but suspiciously and disappeared 

again. It was quite impossible to get in or out 

of the house, at any time before eleven at

55 night, without being scrutinized in this 

manner. Just what Mrs. Wisbeach suspected 

you of it was hard to say. She was one of 

those malignant respectable women who 

keep lodging-houses. Age about forty-five, 

60 stout but active, with a pink, fine featured, 

horribly observant face, beautifully grey hair, 

and a permanent grievance. 

In the familiar darkness of his room, 

Gordon felt for the gas-jet and lighted it. The

65 room was medium-sized, not big enough to 

be curtained into two, but too big to be 

sufficiently warmed by one defective oil lamp.

It had the sort of furniture you expect in a top

floor back. White-quilted single-bed; brown
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70 lino floor-covering. wash-hand-stand with jug 

and basin of that cheap white ware which you

can never see without thinking of chamber 

pots. On the windowsill there was a sickly 

aspidistra in a green-glazed pot. 

75 Up against this, under the window, 

there was a kitchen table with an ink-stained 

green cloth. This was Gordon's 'writing’ table.

It was only after a bitter struggle that he had

induced Mrs. Wisbeach to give him a kitchen

80 table instead of the bamboo 'occasional’ table 

– a mere stand for the aspidistra – which she 

considered proper for a top floor back. And

even now there was endless nagging 

because Gordon would never allow his table 

85 to be 'tidied up'. The table was in a permanent 

mess. It was almost covered with a muddle of 

papers, perhaps two hundred sheets, grimy 

and dog-eared, and all written on and crossed

out and written on again - a sort of sordid 

90 labyrinth of papers to which only Gordon 

possessed the key. There was a film of dust 

over everything. Except for a few books on 

the mantelpiece, this table, with its mess of 

papers, was the sole mark Gordon's 

95 personality had left on the room.

*a bulbous plant with broad leaves, often 

used as a houseplant.



Based on the passage, "that kind of house" (line 28)

is one that is

A) large and rambling.

B) gloomy and rundown.

C) tidy and cheerful.

D) utterly neglected.
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Which lines best support the answer to the previous

question?

A) Lines 7-9 ("Willowbed ... decency")

B) Lines 10-15 ("In ... aspidistra")

C) Lines 22-24 ("Gordon … week")

D) Lines 33-35 ("He ... hope")

23
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The passage indicates that the encounter between

Gordon and Mrs. Wisbeach was

A) inevitable.

B) drawn out.

C) cordial.

D) unexpected.

24
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Which lines best support the answer to the previous

question?

A) Lines 40-42 ("The one...home")

B) Lines 44-48 ("On...herself")

C) Lines 53-56 ("It was...manner")

D) Lines 57-62 ("She...grievance")

25
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The narrator indicates that the papers in Gordon's

room were

A) an unrecognized masterpiece.

B) hidden from view.

C) a source of embarrassment.

D) comprehensible to Gordon alone.

26
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Which lines best support the answer to the previous

question?

A) Lines 64-69 ("The room...back").

B) Lines 78-80 ("It was...table")

C) Lines 89-91 ("a sort...key")

D) Lines 92-95 ("Except...room")

27

48

Evidence Based Reading–04



Thank you


