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Writing and Language – 05

CONJUNCTION, PUNCTUATION & TRANSITION

Correct any errors in conjunctions & punctuation (apostrophes, commas, dashes, colons, and semicolons) in

the following sentences.

1. Contrary to popular belief water will reach it's boiling point more slowly, when its under greater pressure.

2. In my opinion the most interesting part of the trip, was the river cruise.

3. Isabella sprained her ankle, now she won't be able to practice for several weeks.

4. The DVD's that they just received, don't seem to work in they're player.

5. A cyclotron, like the one Ernest Lawrence built at Berkeley – accelerates particles in a spiral path.
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CONJUNCTION, PUNCTUATION & TRANSITION

Correct any errors in conjunctions & punctuation (apostrophes, commas, dashes, colons, and semicolons) in the

following sentences.

1. Contrary to popular belief water will reach it's boiling point more slowly, when its under greater pressure.

Contrary to popular belief, water will reach its boiling point more slowly, when it’s under greater pressure.

2. In my opinion the most interesting part of the trip, was the river cruise.

In my opinion, the most interesting part of the trip was the river cruise.

3. Isabella sprained her ankle, now she won't be able to practice for several weeks.

Isabella sprained her ankle; now, she won't be able to practice for several weeks.

4. The DVD's that they just received, don't seem to work in they're player.

The DVDs that they just received don't seem to work in their player.

5. A cyclotron, like the one Ernest Lawrence built at Berkeley – accelerates particles in a spiral path.

A cyclotron, like the one Ernest Lawrence built at Berkeley, accelerates particles in a spiral path.
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6. The raw materials boom was fanned by a weak American dollar; the currency in which most stuff

that comes out of the ground is priced.

7. Some wingless insects including some ants and spiders, can glide through the air.

8. Many of the residents chose chocolate cake which usually seems to be a crowd pleaser.

9. Rising sea levels, melting glaciers, and expanding deserts will affect everybody; regardless of what

they believe.

10. The puppy – wet and bedraggled crept under the porch.
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6. The raw materials boom was fanned by a weak American dollar; the currency in which most stuff that comes out

of the ground is priced.

The raw materials boom was fanned by a weak American dollar: the currency in which most stuff that comes out of

the ground is priced.

7. Some wingless insects including some ants and spiders, can glide through the air.

Some wingless insects, including some ants and spiders, can glide through the air

8. Many of the residents chose chocolate cake which usually seems to be a crowd pleaser.

Many of the residents chose chocolate cake, which usually seems to be a crowd pleaser.

9. Rising sea levels, melting glaciers, and expanding deserts will affect everybody; regardless of what they believe.

Rising sea levels, melting glaciers, and expanding deserts will affect everybody, regardless of what they believe.

10. The puppy – wet and bedraggled crept under the porch.

The puppy – wet and bedraggled – crept under the porch.
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11. Yes, Jeff class begins at 8 a.m., sharp.

12. Emily Dickinson – wrote the following – "We never know how high we are / Till we are called to

rise; / And then, if we are true to plan, / Our statures touch the skies.“

13. Actually, I have many reasons to be glad I live in an apartment: there is no lawn to mow, a bus stop

is nearby, and I babysit for four families without going outside.

14. Our assignment was to write a brief essay: on these lines from Robert Frost; "Nature's first green is

gold, / Her hardest hue to hold.”

15. These are Tamar's favourite flowers, daffodils, lilacs, and sunflowers.
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11. Yes, Jeff class begins at 8 a.m., sharp.

Yes, Jeff, class begins at 8 a.m., sharp.

12. Emily Dickinson – wrote the following – "We never know how high we are / Till we are called to rise; / And

then, if we are true to plan, / Our statures touch the skies.“

Emily Dickinson wrote the following – "We never know how high we are / Till we are called to rise; / And then, if

we are true to plan, / Our statures touch the skies."

13. Actually, I have many reasons to be glad I live in an apartment: there is no lawn to mow, a bus stop is nearby,

and I babysit for four families without going outside.

Actually, I have many reasons to be glad: I live in an apartment, there is no lawn to mow, a bus stop is nearby,

and I babysit for four families without going outside.

14. Our assignment was to write a brief essay: on these lines from Robert Frost; "Nature's first green is gold, / Her

hardest hue to hold.”

Our assignment was to write a brief essay on these lines from Robert Frost; "Nature's first green is gold, / Her

hardest hue to hold.”

15. These are Tamar's favourite flowers, daffodils, lilacs, and sunflowers.

These are Tamar's favourite flowers: daffodils, lilacs, and sunflowers.



A) NO CHANGE

B) imagine: knights, lords and ladies; jousting 

competitions, and

C) imagine: knights, lords and ladies, jousting 

competitions and

D) imagine knights, lords and ladies, jousting 

competitions, and,

16
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Refer to the passage below for Q16-Q20

When I used to think of the Middle Ages, 

I would         imagine knights, lords and ladies, 

jousting competitions, and bloody battles, all 

taking place in or around a castle. I always 

assumed that castles were nothing more than 

large         dwellings, that provided a scenic 

background, for the real action. Then, however, 

I spent a summer researching castles for a local 

historical society and discovered that these 

structures had many important functions.

16

17
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Refer to the passage below for Q16-Q20

When I used to think of the Middle Ages, 

I would         imagine knights, lords and ladies, 

jousting competitions, and bloody battles, all 

taking place in or around a castle. I always 

assumed that castles were nothing more than 

large         dwellings, that provided a scenic 

background, for the real action. Then, however, 

I spent a summer researching castles for a local 

historical society and discovered that these 

structures had many important functions.

16

17



A) NO CHANGE

B) dwellings, that provided a scenic background

C) dwellings that provided a scenic background,

D) dwellings that provided a scenic background

17
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large         dwellings, that provided a scenic 

background, for the real action. Then, however, 

I spent a summer researching castles for a local 

historical society and discovered that these 

structures had many important functions.

As I learned, medieval castles served a 

primarily military purpose – that is, they 

housed armies and acted as garrisons that 

controlled a particular territory. Furthermore, 

castles were key staging points for 

conquests, and defences of territories. Many 

castles, particularly those that were part of 

fortified towns, sheltered the surrounding 

villagers in times of war and siege.

The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were

18

17
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20
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B) dwellings, that provided a scenic background

C) dwellings that provided a scenic background,

D) dwellings that provided a scenic background
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large         dwellings, that provided a scenic 

background, for the real action. Then, however, 

I spent a summer researching castles for a local 

historical society and discovered that these 

structures had many important functions.

As I learned, medieval castles served a 

primarily military purpose – that is, they 

housed armies and acted as garrisons that 

controlled a particular territory. Furthermore, 

castles were key staging points for 

conquests, and defences of territories. Many 

castles, particularly those that were part of 

fortified towns, sheltered the surrounding 

villagers in times of war and siege.

The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were

18

17

19

20



A) NO CHANGE

B) however,

C) furthermore,

D) likewise,
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large         dwellings, that provided a scenic 

background, for the real action. Then, however, 

I spent a summer researching castles for a local 

historical society and discovered that these 

structures had many important functions.

As I learned, medieval castles served a 

primarily military purpose – that is, they 

housed armies and acted as garrisons that 

controlled a particular territory. Furthermore, 

castles were key staging points for 

conquests, and defences of territories. Many 

castles, particularly those that were part of 

fortified towns, sheltered the surrounding 

villagers in times of war and siege.

The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were
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large         dwellings, that provided a scenic 

background, for the real action. Then, however, 

I spent a summer researching castles for a local 

historical society and discovered that these 

structures had many important functions.

As I learned, medieval castles served a 

primarily military purpose – that is, they 

housed armies and acted as garrisons that 

controlled a particular territory. Furthermore, 

castles were key staging points for 

conquests, and defences of territories. Many 

castles, particularly those that were part of 

fortified towns, sheltered the surrounding 

villagers in times of war and siege.

The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were

18

17

19

20



A) NO CHANGE

B) conquests and defences,

C) conquests and defences

D) conquests, and, defences
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large         dwellings, that provided a scenic 

background, for the real action. Then, however, 

I spent a summer researching castles for a local 

historical society and discovered that these 

structures had many important functions.

As I learned, medieval castles served a 

primarily military purpose – that is, they 

housed armies and acted as garrisons that 

controlled a particular territory. Furthermore, 

castles were key staging points for 

conquests, and defences of territories. Many 

castles, particularly those that were part of 

fortified towns, sheltered the surrounding 

villagers in times of war and siege.

The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were

18

17

19

20



A) NO CHANGE

B) conquests and defences,

C) conquests and defences

D) conquests, and, defences
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large         dwellings, that provided a scenic 

background, for the real action. Then, however, 

I spent a summer researching castles for a local 

historical society and discovered that these 

structures had many important functions.

As I learned, medieval castles served a 

primarily military purpose – that is, they 

housed armies and acted as garrisons that 

controlled a particular territory. Furthermore, 

castles were key staging points for 

conquests, and defences of territories. Many 

castles, particularly those that were part of 

fortified towns, sheltered the surrounding 

villagers in times of war and siege.

The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were

18

17

19

20



A) NO CHANGE

B) Although

C) Despite 

D) DELETE the underlined word.

20
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The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were

unquestionably architectural masterpieces, 

others could only be described as crude and 

utilitarian. It was not until the end of the Middle 

Ages that castles lost their military function, 

either becoming homes for the nobility or being 

abandoned altogether.

20
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The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were

unquestionably architectural masterpieces, 

others could only be described as crude and 

utilitarian. It was not until the end of the Middle 

Ages that castles lost their military function, 

either becoming homes for the nobility or being 

abandoned altogether.

20
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The designs and constructions of these 

castles varied greatly.         Because some were

unquestionably architectural masterpieces, 

others could only be described as crude and 

utilitarian. It was not until the end of the Middle 

Ages that castles lost their military function, 

either becoming homes for the nobility or being 

abandoned altogether.

20
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COMPARISON

In the following sentences, identify and correct any faulty comparison that appears. Some of the

sentences may not contain an error.

Q21. Norwegian doctors prescribe fewer antibiotics than any other country, so people do not have a

chance to develop resistance to many kinds of drug-resistant infections.

Q22. Archaeologists have long been far more puzzled by members of the Saqqaq culture, the oldest

known inhabitants of Greenland, than by those of other prehistoric North American cultures.

Q23. The reproduction of ciliates, unlike other organisms, occurs when a specimen splits in half and

grows a completely new individual from each piece.
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COMPARISON

In the following sentences, identify and correct any faulty comparison that appears. Some of the sentences

may not contain an error.

Q21. Norwegian doctors prescribe fewer antibiotics than any other country, so people do not have a chance

to develop resistance to many kinds of drug-resistant infections.

Norwegian doctors prescribe fewer antibiotics than those of any other country, so people do not have a

chance to develop resistance to many kinds of drug-resistant infections.

Q22. Archaeologists have long been far more puzzled by members of the Saqqaq culture, the oldest known

inhabitants of Greenland, than by those of other prehistoric North American cultures.

No Error

Q23. The reproduction of ciliates, unlike other organisms, occurs when a specimen splits in half and grows a

completely new individual from each piece.

The reproduction of ciliates, unlike that of other organisms, occurs when a specimen splits in half and grows

a completely new individual from each piece.
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Q24. The hands and feet of Ardi, the recently discovered human ancestor who lived 4.4 million years

ago, are much like other primitive extinct apes.

Q25. At the age of twenty-four, playwright Thornton Wilder was balding and bespectacled, and his

clothes were like a much older man.

Q26. In ancient Greece, women were not allowed to vote or hold property, their status differing from

slaves only in name.
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Q24. The hands and feet of Ardi, the recently discovered human ancestor who lived 4.4 million years

ago, are much like other primitive extinct apes.

The hands and feet of Ardi, the recently discovered human ancestor who lived 4.4 million years ago,

are much like those of other primitive extinct apes.

Q25. At the age of twenty-four, playwright Thornton Wilder was balding and bespectacled, and his

clothes were like a much older man.

At the age of twenty-four, playwright Thornton Wilder was balding and bespectacled, and his clothes

were like those of a much older man.

Q26. In ancient Greece, women were not allowed to vote or hold property, their status differing from

slaves only in name.

In ancient Greece, women were not allowed to vote or hold property, their status differing from that of

slaves only in name.
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Q27. It is almost as difficult to find consistent information about the Fort Pillow incident during the

Civil War than it is to determine the moral significance of its outcome.

Q28. So great was the surplus of food created by the ancient Mesopotamians that it led to the

establishment of the first complex civilization in human history.

Q29. Because the Articles of Confederation did not provide for the creation of either executive agency

and judiciary institutions, they were rejected in favour of the Constitution.
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Q27. It is almost as difficult to find consistent information about the Fort Pillow incident during the

Civil War than it is to determine the moral significance of its outcome.

It is almost as difficult to find consistent information about the Fort Pillow incident during the Civil

War as it is to determine the moral significance of its outcome.

Q28. So great was the surplus of food created by the ancient Mesopotamians that it led to the

establishment of the first complex civilization in human history.

No Error.

Q29. Because the Articles of Confederation did not provide for the creation of either executive agency

and judiciary institutions, they were rejected in favour of the Constitution.

Because the Articles of Confederation did not provide for the creation of either executive agency or

judiciary institutions, they were rejected in favour of the Constitution.
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Q30. Just as moral intelligence, an innate sense of right and wrong, allowed human societies to flourish,

so did a strong sense of hierarchy allow canine societies to thrive.

Q31. One of the main effects of industrialization was the shift from a society in which women worked

at home with one in which women worked in factories and brought home wages to their families.

Q32. Over the past decade, Internet usage has become so pervasive and many psychologists are

beginning to study its effect on the lives of young people.
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Q30. Just as moral intelligence, an innate sense of right and wrong, allowed human societies to flourish,

so did a strong sense of hierarchy allow canine societies to thrive.

No Error

Q31. One of the main effects of industrialization was the shift from a society in which women worked

at home with one in which women worked in factories and brought home wages to their families.

One of the main effects of industrialization was the shift from a society in which women worked at

home to one in which women worked in factories and brought home wages to their families.

Q32. Over the past decade, Internet usage has become so pervasive and many psychologists are

beginning to study its effect on the lives of young people.

Over the past decade, Internet usage has become so pervasive that many psychologists are beginning to

study its effect on the lives of young people.
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PARALLEL CONSTRUCTION

In the following sentences, identify and fix any tense or form error for the verbs. Some of the sentences

may not contain an error.

Q33. Lady Jane Grey, known as the nine-day queen, was renowned for her sweetness, her beauty, and

being subjected to the whims of her mother.

Q34. The biggest beneficiaries of the Grateful Dead archive may prove to be business scholars who are

discovering that the Dead were visionaries in the way they created customer value, promoted

networking, and implemented strategic business planning.

Q35. Knife injuries acquired while cooking should be washed thoroughly with a disinfectant, covered

completely, and then you should apply pressure to them.
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PARALLEL CONSTRUCTION

In the following sentences, identify and fix any tense or form error for the verbs. Some of the sentences may not

contain an error.

Q33. Lady Jane Grey, known as the nine-day queen, was renowned for her sweetness, her beauty, and being

subjected to the whims of her mother.

Lady Jane Grey, known as the nine-day queen, was renowned for her sweetness, her beauty, and her subjection to

the whims of her mother.

Q34. The biggest beneficiaries of the Grateful Dead archive may prove to be business scholars who are discovering

that the Dead were visionaries in the way they created customer value, promoted networking, and implemented

strategic business planning.

No Error

Q35. Knife injuries acquired while cooking should be washed thoroughly with a disinfectant, covered completely,

and then you should apply pressure to them.

Knife injuries acquired while cooking should be washed thoroughly with a disinfectant, covered completely, and

then have pressure applied to them.
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Q36. The voluminous personal papers of Thomas Alva Edison reveal that his inventions typically

sprang to life not in a flash of inspiration but evolved slowly from previous works.

Q37. According to medical authorities at the Mayo Clinic, building muscle can boost metabolism,

aiding in weight loss, and increase stamina and focus.

Q38. The figure skater was praised not only for her mastery of difficult technical skills, but also her

performance was elegant and graceful.
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Q36. The voluminous personal papers of Thomas Alva Edison reveal that his inventions typically

sprang to life not in a flash of inspiration but evolved slowly from previous works.

The voluminous personal papers of Thomas Alva Edison reveal that his inventions typically did not

spring to life in a flash of inspiration but evolved slowly from previous works.

Q37. According to medical authorities at the Mayo Clinic, building muscle can boost metabolism,

aiding in weight loss, and increase stamina and focus.

According to medical authorities at the Mayo Clinic, building muscle can boost metabolism, aid in

weight loss, and increase stamina and focus.

Q38. The figure skater was praised not only for her mastery of difficult technical skills, but also her

performance was elegant and graceful.

The figure skater was praised not only for her mastery of difficult technical skills, but also for the

elegance and grace of her performance.
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Q39. While the novel has many detractors, it also has many admirers who argue that its popularity is

based on its gripping storyline and its characters' motives are believable.

Q40. Known for her musical compositions as well as for her poems and letters, Hildegard of Bingen

was just as renowned in the twelfth century as the twentieth.

Q41. For fans of the legendary food writer Charles H. Baker, the contents of a dish are less compelling

than what the story is behind it.

Q42. At its peak, the Roman army was nearly unconquerable because of the discipline of its soldiers,

the hard and effective training of its commanders, and its troops were exceptionally well-organized.
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Q39. While the novel has many detractors, it also has many admirers who argue that its popularity is based on its

gripping storyline and its characters' motives are believable.

While the novel has many detractors, it also has many admirers who argue that its popularity is based on its

gripping storyline and the believability of its characters’ motives.

Q40. Known for her musical compositions as well as for her poems and letters, Hildegard of Bingen was just as

renowned in the twelfth century as the twentieth.

Known for her musical compositions as well as for her poems and letters, Hildegard of Bingen was just as

renowned in the twelfth century as she was in the twentieth.

Q41. For fans of the legendary food writer Charles H. Baker, the contents of a dish are less compelling than what

the story is behind it.

For fans of the legendary food writer Charles H. Baker, the contents of a dish are less compelling than the story

behind it.

Q42. At its peak, the Roman army was nearly unconquerable because of the discipline of its soldiers, the hard and

effective training of its commanders, and its troops were exceptionally well-organized.

At its peak, the Roman army was nearly unconquerable because of the discipline of its soldiers, the hard and

effective training of its commanders, and the exceptional organisation of its troops.



Which of the following best preserves the sentence 

pattern already established in the paragraph?

A) NO CHANGE

B) Traveling through time.

C) Time travel.

D) To travel through time.

43
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Refer to the passage below for Q43-Q44

Crop circles. Alien abductions.          A 

person travels through time. These are just 

some of the paranormal phenomena that 

people have believed in but that were later 

found to be hoaxes. Some of the largest hoaxes 

in history started out as one small lie but then 

continued to grow because people believed 

them. Great hoaxes require great numbers of 

gullible people willing to suspend disbelief and 

accept outlandish explanations in the face of 

the inexplicable.

43

44
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A) NO CHANGE
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Refer to the passage below for Q43-Q44

Crop circles. Alien abductions.          A 

person travels through time. These are just 

some of the paranormal phenomena that 

people have believed in but that were later 

found to be hoaxes. Some of the largest hoaxes 

in history started out as one small lie but then 

continued to grow because people believed 

them. Great hoaxes require great numbers of 

gullible people willing to suspend disbelief and 

accept outlandish explanations in the face of 

the inexplicable.

43

44



A) NO CHANGE

B) accepting

C) they accept

D) will accept

44
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Refer to the passage below for Q43-Q44

Crop circles. Alien abductions.          A 

person travels through time. These are just 

some of the paranormal phenomena that 

people have believed in but that were later 

found to be hoaxes. Some of the largest hoaxes 

in history started out as one small lie but then 

continued to grow because people believed 

them. Great hoaxes require great numbers of 

gullible people willing to suspend disbelief and 

accept outlandish explanations in the face of 

the inexplicable.

43

44



A) NO CHANGE

B) accepting

C) they accept

D) will accept
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Refer to the passage below for Q43-Q44

Crop circles. Alien abductions.          A 

person travels through time. These are just 

some of the paranormal phenomena that 

people have believed in but that were later 

found to be hoaxes. Some of the largest hoaxes 

in history started out as one small lie but then 

continued to grow because people believed 

them. Great hoaxes require great numbers of 

gullible people willing to suspend disbelief and 

accept outlandish explanations in the face of 

the inexplicable.

43

44



A) NO CHANGE

B) to consume canned goods.

C) consuming canned goods.

D) canned goods.

45
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Refer to the passage below for Q45-Q48

Throughout World War II, the United 

States government rationed foods such as 

sugar, milk, coffee, meat, and         the 

consumption of canned goods. Labour and 

transportation shortages made it hard to 

harvest and         moving fruits and vegetables to 

market, so individual citizens were encouraged 

to grow their own fruits and vegetables in 

"victory gardens." Millions of gardens in all 

shapes and sizes produced abundant food to 

support the war effort. Gardens were planted 

not only in backyards and empty lots         as well 

as in window boxes. Neighbours pooled their 

resources, planting different kinds of foods and 

forming cooperatives. While the gardens 

themselves are now gone, posters, seed 

packets, photos, and          reading newspaper 

articles still remain to tell us the story of victory 

gardens.

46  

45

47  

48  



A) NO CHANGE

B) to consume canned goods.

C) consuming canned goods.

D) canned goods.
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Refer to the passage below for Q45-Q48

Throughout World War II, the United 

States government rationed foods such as 

sugar, milk, coffee, meat, and         the 

consumption of canned goods. Labour and 

transportation shortages made it hard to 

harvest and         moving fruits and vegetables to 

market, so individual citizens were encouraged 

to grow their own fruits and vegetables in 

"victory gardens." Millions of gardens in all 

shapes and sizes produced abundant food to 

support the war effort. Gardens were planted 

not only in backyards and empty lots         as well 

as in window boxes. Neighbours pooled their 

resources, planting different kinds of foods and 

forming cooperatives. While the gardens 

themselves are now gone, posters, seed 

packets, photos, and          reading newspaper 

articles still remain to tell us the story of victory 

gardens.

46  

45

47  

48  



A) NO CHANGE

B) move

C) they moved

D) having moved

46
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Refer to the passage below for Q45-Q48

Throughout World War II, the United 

States government rationed foods such as 

sugar, milk, coffee, meat, and         the 

consumption of canned goods. Labour and 

transportation shortages made it hard to 

harvest and         moving fruits and vegetables to 

market, so individual citizens were encouraged 

to grow their own fruits and vegetables in 

"victory gardens." Millions of gardens in all 

shapes and sizes produced abundant food to 

support the war effort. Gardens were planted 

not only in backyards and empty lots         as well 

as in window boxes. Neighbours pooled their 

resources, planting different kinds of foods and 

forming cooperatives. While the gardens 

themselves are now gone, posters, seed 

packets, photos, and          reading newspaper 

articles still remain to tell us the story of victory 

gardens.
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A) NO CHANGE

B) move

C) they moved

D) having moved
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Refer to the passage below for Q45-Q48

Throughout World War II, the United 

States government rationed foods such as 

sugar, milk, coffee, meat, and         the 

consumption of canned goods. Labour and 

transportation shortages made it hard to 

harvest and         moving fruits and vegetables to 

market, so individual citizens were encouraged 

to grow their own fruits and vegetables in 

"victory gardens." Millions of gardens in all 

shapes and sizes produced abundant food to 

support the war effort. Gardens were planted 

not only in backyards and empty lots         as well 

as in window boxes. Neighbours pooled their 

resources, planting different kinds of foods and 

forming cooperatives. While the gardens 

themselves are now gone, posters, seed 

packets, photos, and          reading newspaper 

articles still remain to tell us the story of victory 

gardens.

46  

45

47  

48  



A) NO CHANGE

B) and for

C) but also in

D) but also to

47

41

Writing and Language – 05
Refer to the passage below for Q45-Q48

Throughout World War II, the United 

States government rationed foods such as 

sugar, milk, coffee, meat, and         the 

consumption of canned goods. Labour and 

transportation shortages made it hard to 

harvest and         moving fruits and vegetables to 

market, so individual citizens were encouraged 

to grow their own fruits and vegetables in 

"victory gardens." Millions of gardens in all 

shapes and sizes produced abundant food to 

support the war effort. Gardens were planted 

not only in backyards and empty lots         as well 

as in window boxes. Neighbours pooled their 

resources, planting different kinds of foods and 

forming cooperatives. While the gardens 

themselves are now gone, posters, seed 

packets, photos, and          reading newspaper 

articles still remain to tell us the story of victory 

gardens.
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Refer to the passage below for Q45-Q48

Throughout World War II, the United 

States government rationed foods such as 

sugar, milk, coffee, meat, and         the 

consumption of canned goods. Labour and 

transportation shortages made it hard to 

harvest and         moving fruits and vegetables to 

market, so individual citizens were encouraged 

to grow their own fruits and vegetables in 

"victory gardens." Millions of gardens in all 

shapes and sizes produced abundant food to 

support the war effort. Gardens were planted 

not only in backyards and empty lots         as well 

as in window boxes. Neighbours pooled their 

resources, planting different kinds of foods and 

forming cooperatives. While the gardens 

themselves are now gone, posters, seed 

packets, photos, and          reading newspaper 

articles still remain to tell us the story of victory 

gardens.
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A) NO CHANGE

B) to read

C) read newspapers

D) DELETE the underlined word. 
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Refer to the passage below for Q45-Q48

Throughout World War II, the United 

States government rationed foods such as 

sugar, milk, coffee, meat, and         the 

consumption of canned goods. Labour and 

transportation shortages made it hard to 

harvest and         moving fruits and vegetables to 

market, so individual citizens were encouraged 

to grow their own fruits and vegetables in 

"victory gardens." Millions of gardens in all 

shapes and sizes produced abundant food to 

support the war effort. Gardens were planted 

not only in backyards and empty lots         as well 

as in window boxes. Neighbours pooled their 

resources, planting different kinds of foods and 

forming cooperatives. While the gardens 

themselves are now gone, posters, seed 

packets, photos, and          reading newspaper 

articles still remain to tell us the story of victory 

gardens.
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Refer to the passage below for Q45-Q48

Throughout World War II, the United 

States government rationed foods such as 

sugar, milk, coffee, meat, and         the 

consumption of canned goods. Labour and 

transportation shortages made it hard to 

harvest and         moving fruits and vegetables to 

market, so individual citizens were encouraged 

to grow their own fruits and vegetables in 

"victory gardens." Millions of gardens in all 

shapes and sizes produced abundant food to 

support the war effort. Gardens were planted 

not only in backyards and empty lots         as well 

as in window boxes. Neighbours pooled their 

resources, planting different kinds of foods and 

forming cooperatives. While the gardens 

themselves are now gone, posters, seed 

packets, photos, and          reading newspaper 

articles still remain to tell us the story of victory 

gardens.

46  

45

47  

48  



45

Writing and Language – 05

DICTION & IDIOMS

In the following sentences, choose the most contextually appropriate word.

Q49. Originally built for a small tractor, the engine had to be (correlated/attuned/converted/improved) for use as a

boat motor.

Q50. As someone committed to fairness in education, she could not accept the (iniquity/inequity) of the admissions

policy.

Q51. Although most of the manuscripts were signed by their authors, some were written

(posthumously/anonymously/ unanimously).

Q52. It was hard for the comic to (elicit/illicit) even the slightest laugh from the crowd.

Q53. We needed to (adapt/adopt/adept) the play to make it appropriate for younger audiences.

Q54. Darryl's self-esteem (/multiplied/escalated/proliferated/ blossomed) once she found a peer group that shared

her interests.
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DICTION & IDIOMS

In the following sentences, choose the most contextually appropriate word.

Q49. Originally built for a small tractor, the engine had to be (correlated/attuned/converted/improved) for use as a

boat motor.

Q50. As someone committed to fairness in education, she could not accept the (iniquity/inequity) of the admissions

policy.

Q51. Although most of the manuscripts were signed by their authors, some were written

(posthumously/anonymously/ unanimously).

Q52. It was hard for the comic to (elicit/illicit) even the slightest laugh from the crowd.

Q53. We needed to (adapt/adopt/adept) the play to make it appropriate for younger audiences.

Q54. Darryl's self-esteem (/multiplied/escalated/proliferated/ blossomed) once she found a peer group that shared

her interests.
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Q55. She thought she should be (discreet/discrete) about their relationship.

Q56. The (council/counsel) will decide how to finance the new city park.

Q57. Rather than obeying the coach, Richard always tries to (flaunt/flout) the team rules.

Q58. His knowledge of sports runs the (gamut/gambit) from table tennis to arena football.

Q59. The jury should not (infer/imply) guilt from the defendant's refusal to answer these questions.

Q60. The builders had to (lower/belittle/ curtail/subside) their work during the evening hours after the neighbours

filed a complaint.

Q61. Rather than eliminate the department all at once, they decided to (faze/phase) it out gradually.

Q62. Barking dogs can often signal (eminent/imminent/immanent) danger.

Q63. After our vacation, we decided to (proceed/precede) with the plan.
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SENTENCE & PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE

Refer to the passage below for Q64-Q71

How a Knockout Punch Works

On May 2nd at the MGM Grand casino in 

Las Vegas, two of the world's most marketable 

boxers, Manny Pacquiao of the Philippines, and 

America's Floyd Mayweather, will face each 

other in a fight.        According to Forbes 

magazine, Pacquiao was the second-highest 

paid athlete in the world as of 2015. Mr.

Mayweather, an undefeated professional 

boxer, takes particular delight in flattening his 

opponents (26 of his past 47 wins were 

knockouts). What is a knockout punch and how 

does it work?

64

[1] A knockout blow is a form of cerebral 

concussion, a common scourge in other sports 

such as football, soccer, and hockey. [2] But in 

boxing, to land the killer blow is a constant 

endeavour as much as it is an occupational 

hazard. [3] It can start at the feet, work its way 

up the rotating torso, and force itself through the 

shoulder muscles onto the fist. [4] A good 

punch is a result of the entire body working in 

tandem. [5] It need not always be forceful.  

[6] Likewise, former heavyweight champ 

George Foreman, who won 68 of his 76 bouts 

by knocking his opponents off their feet, relied 

on catching them off-guard with a flurry of short-

arm slugs. [7] Joe Frazier and Mike Tyson,  

on the other hand, were known to put their 

entire body into their punches, to devastating 

effect.  

65

66

67
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So what happens in those final few 

moments between the time the jaw takes a hit, 

and the legs give away? The start of the 

process is easy enough to explain. In most 

cases, the impact from a punch or series of 

punches causes the brain to move inside and 

smash up against the skull. Roundhouse 

punches and hooks are particularly menacing. 

The arc at which the gloved fist meets the 

opponent's jaw sends the head (and hence, the 

brain) into a spin. Just as a passenger on a 

motorbike would slide in his seat and bump into 

his rider when he brakes without warning, a 

blow to the head causes the skull to shift and 

the brain to catch up before colliding against it. 

The fall when a dazed head hits the mat can 

also contribute to the trauma. It is less clear how 

exactly that trauma contributes to 

68 unconsciousness.        For instance, the impact 

can cause the massive release of important 

brain chemicals called neurotransmitters, which 

normally help the brain send signals. This can 

mess with the cellular chemistry of the brain and 

cause neurons to fire out of control. 

Overwhelmed, the brain may simply shut down 

reboot, effectively until chemical balance can 

be restored. Other mechanisms might also 

cause a knockout. The carotid artery, which 

provides blood to the brain, has a reflex area 

known as a sinus, which helps regulate the flow 

of blood and oxygen to the head. A sharp knock 

on the jaw could jolt that sinus, altering blood 

and oxygen flow by enough to generate a loss 

of consciousness.

69
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So that they can't plan for it, fighters 

look to diffuse the impact of potential knockout 

punches by training hard. A muscular neck is 

key to ensure that the head, upon being hit, 

does not bob back and forth like a dandelion in 

the wind. A strong jawbone helps, too, and so 

do clever fighting techniques. Ironically, the 

very boxing gloves that protect the pugilist from 

cuts and bruises a throwback to the bare-

knuckle era are responsible for damaging 

head injuries. Heavily padded gloves favour the 

hitter who would have been loath to punch with 

the same ferocity using his bare knuckles; the 

bones of the skull are stronger than those in the 

fist. But the 10-ounce gloves help knockout 

artists like Mr. Mayweather show off their skills. 

It makes business sense too; the "fight of the 

century" is set to rake in $400 million.          That's 

cash that gambler can pump back into the 

coffers of the MGM Grand, which can then 

schedule more boxing matches.

70

71



Which choice provides the most appropriate

introduction to the passage?

A) NO CHANGE

B) Undoubtedly, both will go into the match hoping

to win it with a definitive knockout strike.

C) The public has been clamouring for a fight

between Pacquiao and Mayweather, especially since

Pacquiao's 2009 victory against Miguel Cotto

D) Pacquiao's reluctance to submit to drug testing

before the event, however, has led to suspicions that

he is using banned substances.
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SENTENCE & PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE

Refer to the passage below for Q64-Q71

How a Knockout Punch Works

On May 2nd at the MGM Grand casino in 

Las Vegas, two of the world's most marketable 

boxers, Manny Pacquiao of the Philippines, and 

America's Floyd Mayweather, will face each 

other in a fight.        According to Forbes 

magazine, Pacquiao was the second-highest 

paid athlete in the world as of 2015. Mr.

Mayweather, an undefeated professional 

boxer, takes particular delight in flattening his 

opponents (26 of his past 47 wins were 

knockouts). What is a knockout punch and how 

does it work?

64



Which choice provides the most appropriate

introduction to the passage?

A) NO CHANGE

B) Undoubtedly, both will go into the match hoping

to win it with a definitive knockout strike.

C) The public has been clamouring for a fight

between Pacquiao and Mayweather, especially since

Pacquiao's 2009 victory against Miguel Cotto

D) Pacquiao's reluctance to submit to drug testing

before the event, however, has led to suspicions that

he is using banned substances.
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A) NO CHANGE

B) Subsequently 

C) For example

D) On the other hand
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A) NO CHANGE

B) Subsequently 

C) For example

D) On the other hand
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A) NO CHANGE

B) consequently

C) in other words 

D) similarly
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A) NO CHANGE

B) consequently

C) in other words 

D) similarly
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To make this paragraph most logical, sentence 4 

should be placed

A) before sentence 1.

B) before sentence 2.

C) after sentence 2.

D) after sentence 6.
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To make this paragraph most logical, sentence 4 

should be placed

A) before sentence 1.

B) before sentence 2.

C) after sentence 2.

D) after sentence 6.
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The writer is considering deleting the underlined 

sentence. Should the sentence be kept or deleted?

A) Kept, because it provides an effective transition 

from the previous paragraph

B) Kept, because it illustrates the "devastating effect" 

mentioned in the previous paragraph

C) Deleted, because the question it poses is irrelevant 

to the main idea of the passage 

D) Deleted, because it isn't related to the topic of this 

paragraph
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The writer is considering deleting the underlined 

sentence. Should the sentence be kept or deleted?

A) Kept, because it provides an effective transition 

from the previous paragraph

B) Kept, because it illustrates the "devastating effect" 

mentioned in the previous paragraph

C) Deleted, because the question it poses is irrelevant 

to the main idea of the passage 

D) Deleted, because it isn't related to the topic of this 

paragraph
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Which choice most effectively sets up the 

information that follows?

A) NO CHANGE

B) One possibility is that

C) On the other hand, 

D) The flip-side of the coin is that
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Which choice most effectively sets up the 

information that follows?

A) NO CHANGE

B) One possibility is that

C) On the other hand, 

D) The flip-side of the coin is that
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A) NO CHANGE

B) Whether

C) Whereas

D) While
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A) NO CHANGE

B) Whether

C) Whereas

D) While
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The writer wants a conclusion that refers back to the 

anecdote in the introduction while still maintaining the 

overall theme of the article. Which choice best 

accomplishes this goal?

A) NO CHANGE

B) On Saturday, high rollers at the MGM Grand casino 

in Las Vegas and millions of TV viewers will clamour

for the guy in their corner to deliver that knockout blow.

C) In boxing, a knockout is usually awarded when one 

participant falls to the canvas and is unable to rise to his 

feet because of exhaustion, pain, disorientation, or 

unconsciousness. 

D) The race and sports book is a state-of-the-art betting 

area at the MGM Grand where bets on the fight will be 

made. 
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anecdote in the introduction while still maintaining the 
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Refer to the passage below for Q72-Q73

Practice Passage: National Parks and National 

Monuments 

[1] National Parks in the United States 

serve as a way for the government to officially 

protect pristine natural ecosystems, and each 

park has characteristic features that make it 

famous. [2] Yellowstone National Park, the first 

to be protected, is renowned for its geysers (like 

the famous "Old Faithful") and sulphur pools. [3] 

Other national parks like Yosemite and Glacier 

are famous for their beautiful mountain vistas, 

while Sequoia National Park contains some of 

the oldest and tallest trees in the world. [4] The 

U.S. also maintains a different category of 

protected land: national monuments. [5] In 

contrast to national parks, which are treasured 

for their natural landscapes, national 

monuments are protected for their historical 

significance. [6] National monuments may 

include such things as landmark sites where

historically significant documents were signed, 

battlefields, and homes of individuals famous in 

U.S. history. [7] There are currently 59 national 

parks in the U.S. – at least one in each state –

and millions of people visit them every year. [8] 

The next time you pass a federally protected 

site, whether it's a national park or a national 

monument, be sure to visit and enjoy it yourself!



In order for the paragraph to make the most logical 

sense, Sentence 7 should be placed at which of the 

following locations? 

A) After Sentence 1 

B) After Sentence 2 

C) After Sentence 3

D) It should be left where it is in the passage now
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In order for the paragraph to make the most logical 

sense, Sentence 7 should be placed at which of the 

following locations? 
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D) It should be left where it is in the passage now
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The author wants to separate the passage into two 

paragraphs. Before which of the following sentences 

would it be most logical for him or her to do this? 

A) Sentence 2 

B) Sentence 3 

C) Sentence 4 

D) Sentence 5
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Thank you


