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Vocabulary Building 
 

INSPIRUS Methods to Build GRE Vocabulary: 

1. Contextual Meaning  

2. Roots/Etymology 

3. Mnemonics 

4. Connotation of Words 

5. Word Groups 

6. Secondary Meaning  

 

CONTEXTUAL MEANING 

Read the following excerpt and understand the meanings of the highlighted words: 

Excerpts (XIV) from Ayn Rand – The Fountainhead Heyer stubbornly refused to die. He had 

recovered from the stroke and returned to his office, ignoring the objections of his doctor and the 

solicitous protests of Guy Francon. Francon offered to buy him out. Heyer refused, his pale, 

watering eyes staring obstinately at nothing at all. He came to office two or three days. 

He wondered dimly why he was no longer introduced to prominent clients. Francon puzzled him 

mildly. Peter baffled him. Peter barely bothered to greet him when they met. Heyer issued some 

minor order to one of the draftsmen, but it was not carried out and the draftsman informed him that 

the order had been countermanded by Peter. Heyer could not understand it; he always 

remembered Peter as the diffident boy who had hardly talked to him. Heyer excused Peter first; 

then he tried to mollify him, humbly and clumsily. He complained to Francon. He said, petulantly, 

assuming the tone of the authority he could never have exercised. 

Stubborn  

Solicitous  

Obstinate  

Baffled  

Countermand  

Diffident  

Mollify  

Clumsy  

Petulant  

Exercise  
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LEARNING WORDS WITH ROOTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

foreboding

forestall

forebear

forewarn

forecast

bonevolent

benign

benefactor

benediction

bona fide

before/ ahead 

good 

ben/bene/bon: 

fore: 
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colloquial

Circumloc 
ution

eloquence

soliloquy

obloquy

loquacious

malicious

malediction

malefactor

malignant

malign

malevolent

bad 

mal: 

to speak 

loc/loq/log: 
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EXENDING ROOTS TO OTHER WORDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exercise: Make words from the following roots. 

 

  

EU

PRE

IM

edict 

indict 

 

 
benediction malediction 

dictum 

valediction 

interdict  

 

 

Dict = to speak 
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MNEMONICS 

Match the Words with their respective Meanings 

1. Dawdle     A. optimistic 

2. Sanguine     B. skilful 

3. Gauche     C. horrifying/shocking 

4. Promulgate     D. Prediction 

5. Parry      E. be slow/wasting time 

6. Prattle      F. very angry 

7. Propensity     G. silly/foolish 

8. Tortuous     H. spread 

9. Lithe      I. flexible 

10. Consummate     J. inclination 

11. Prognosis     K. avoid/dodge 

12. Seethe     L. having twists and turns 

13. Daft      M. awkward/clumsy 

14. Egregious     N. foolish talk 
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CONNOTATION OF WORDS 

Exercise: Divide the following words into 2 categories – “positive” and “negative” 

elated   bereaved  jocular   euphoria  jocund 

glum   desolate  felicity   melancholy  gaiety 

forlorn   regale   despondent  plaintive  anguish  

Positive Negative 
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WORD GROUPS 

Exercise: Divide the following words into 3 categories -- “praise”, “hardworking” and 

“Friendly/talkative”. 

assiduous   venerate  sedulous  exalt   unflagging 

garrulous  indefatigable  effusive  prolix   revere 

eulogize  voluble  lionize   painstaking  verbose 

 

Praise Hardworking Friendly/Talkative 
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SECONDARY MEANINGS 

Example: 

 The higher court railed at the police for a shoddy investigation. 

 

 It is not appropriate to appropriate someone else’s hard-earned money. 

 

 The party is qualified to to support us, but it cannot give qualified support. 
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Sentence Completion 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE® General Test contains three types of questions: 

 Reading Comprehension 

 Text Completion 

 Sentence Equivalence 

Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions are independent. At INSPIRUS, we use the 

nomenclature “SENTENCE COMPLETION” to refer to both these question types. 

Text Completion questions include a passage composed of one to five sentences with one to 

three blanks. There are three answer choices per blank, or five answer choices if there is a single 

blank. There is a single correct answer, consisting of one choice for each blank. You receive no 

credit for partially correct answers. 

Sentence Equivalence questions consist of a single sentence, one blank, and six answer 

choices. These questions require you to select two of the answer choices. You receive no credit 

for partially correct answers. 

INSPIRUS “RIPE” STRATEGY for Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence Questions: 

 Read through the sentence/passage to get an overall sense of it. 

 Identify the key words and understand the central idea of the sentence/passage.  

 Predict an answer that can fit in the blank and look for a similar word among the options. 

 Eliminate the options that do not match with the predicted answer. 

Known as “The City of Trees”, Sacramento has more trees per capita than does Paris, is filled with 

tree-lined streets and thoroughfares and even has (i)___________ art installation in City Hall. 

However, recent budget cuts have (ii)___________ the Urban Forestry workforce, causing some 

concern about the future of Sacramento’s green canopy. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. an arboreal D. amalgamated 

B. an impressionist E. ameliorated 

C. a terrestrial F. abridged 

 

 

 



  

GRE Sentence Completion 1  10 
 

STRATEGY FOR TEXT COMPLETION 

Text Completion questions omit crucial words from short passages and ask the test taker to use 
the remaining information in the passage as a basis for selecting words or short phrases to fill 
the blanks and create a coherent, meaningful whole.  
 
Format:  

 A passage composed of one to five sentences  

 One to three blanks  

 Three or Five answer choices per blank  

 The answer choices for different blanks function independently  

 All required answers for a question must be right to fetch a score 

 
 
 
 
SIMILAR IDEAS 
 
1. The movement in literature known as realism was so named because of its attempt to 

describe life without idealization or romantic subjectivity; similarly, the realist movement in art 
had as its intent the (i)___________ of natural forms without (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. obfuscation D. vulgarity 

B. rendering E. embellishment 

C. adulteration F. intrusion 

 
 
 
 
CONTRAST IDEAS 
 
2. The student’s answer to the opinion essay test was brilliant but ___________; the professor 

was taken aback by its candor and artlessness. 

A. anomalous 

B. impertinent 

C. earnest 

D. fastidious 

E. ingenuous 
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SIMILARITY & CONTRAST 
 
3.  Although the growth of deadly diseases like heart conditions, stroke, cancer and diabetes in 

developed countries is rampant, many parts of the globe have largely (i)___________ 
infectious and (ii)___________ diseases as a pervasive threat and that people on an average 
are living longer. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. strengthened D. communicable 

B. introduced E. innocuous 

C. overcome F. resistible 

 
 
 
 
CAUSE-EFFECT 
 
4.  The couple thought that the values represented in traditional services were ___________, so 

they decided to write their own, more modern, wedding vows. 

A. bigoted 

B. ineloquent 

C. dogmatic 

D. archaic 

E. sombre 

 
 
 
 
TONE 
 
5.  While her new novel is (i)___________ and uninspired, her previous work was  

(ii)___________ and overly self-conscious. These two books, in fact, are poles apart from 
each other in every other way but their (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. glib D. bright G. impetus 

B. viscous E. humorous H. untruthfulness 

C. impartial F. pedantic I. mediocrity 
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COMPLEMENTARY IDEAS 
 
6.  The blossoming of India's classical period, whose art works are generally marked by their 

grandiosity, cannot be (i)___________ by the Sinhala Avadana frieze, which is perhaps the 
(ii)___________ composition in the history of Indian painting. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. well understood D. most imposing 

B. dated accurately E. earliest known 

C. better represented than F. most irreverent 

 
 
 
 
ELIMINATION 
 
7.   President Theodore Roosevelt was known (i)___________ president because of his manly 

hobbies. When he was young, he practiced hand-to-hand combat through kickboxing, karate, 
and (ii)___________. His aim was not to gain upper arm strength only, so as he grew older, 
he exhibited (iii)___________ behaviour while walking, hiking, or jogging throughout the land. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. as the coolest D. pugilism G. settled 

B. as the manliest E. magnetism H. mature 

C. as the heroic F. bullying I.  peripatetic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
STRATEGY FOR SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE 
 
The questions consist of a single sentence with just one blank, and they ask you to find two choices 
that lead to a complete, coherent sentence while producing sentences that mean the same thing. 
 
Format:  

 A single sentence 

 One blank 

 Six answer choices 

 Requires you to select two of the answer choices 

 No credit for partially correct answers 
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CHOOSING SYNONYMS 
 
8.  In World War I, trenches were dug so that the soldiers could avoid the near constant 

___________ from the other side of the line of battle, but not even a trench could protect a 
battalion from grenades or aerial bombardment. 

A. enfilades 

B. provocations 

C. fervency 

D. imprecations 

E. brickbats 

F. salvos 

 
 
 
NOT SYNONYM BUT SAME OUTCOME 
 
9.  Despite tepid reviews from critics, the movie turned out to be a box-office ___________, 

shattering records in the opening weekend and continuing to sell out in theatres for months. 

A. debacle 

B. fiasco 

C. darling 

D. obscurity 

E. juggernaut 

F. medley 

 
 

SECONDARY MEANINGS 

 
10.  After thirty years of television, people have become "speed watchers"; consequently, if the 

camera lingers, the interest of the audience ___________. 

A. broadens 

B. dwindles 

C. begins 

D. flags 

E. clears 

F. varies 
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PRACTICE EXERCISE - ONE 
 
For Question Numbers 11 to 17, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Louis was so painfully shy that his friends had to cajole him not to ___________ even the 

smallest social gathering. 

A. shun 

B. subdue 

C. flout 

D. confront 

E. attend 

 
 
 
12.  By divesting himself of all regalities, the former king ___________ the consideration that 

customarily protects monarchs. 

A. merited 

B. forfeited 

C. debased 

D. concealed 

E. extended 

 
 
 
13. The sociologist responded to the charge that her new theory was ___________ by pointing 

out that it did not in fact contradict accepted sociological principles. 

A. mundane 

B. superficial  

C. unproven 

D. complex 

E. heretical  

 

  



  

GRE Sentence Completion 1  15 
 

14.  Experienced employers recognize that business students who can (i)___________ different 
points of view are ultimately more effective as managers than are the brilliant and original 
students who (ii)___________ dogmatically to their own formulations. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. discredit D. adhere 

B. impose E. revert 

C. assimilate F. incline 

 
 
 
15.  His offhand, rather (i)___________ remarks (ii)___________ a character that was really 

rather serious and not at all superficial.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. pernicious D. betrayed 

B. flippant E. masked 

C. controversial F. revealed 

 
 
 
16.  The book covers planetary research from the times of the Babylonians and Ancient Greeks 

through those of Kepler, Galileo and Newton to the modern era of space exploration. It  
(i)___________ the key observational discoveries and theoretical developments in their 
historical context, covering not only the numerous (ii)___________ but also the main  
(iii)___________ 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. outlines D. shortcomings G. failures 

B. illuminates E. outdated and unsuccessful events H. geniuses 

C. discovers F. successes I.  inventors 

 
 
 
17.  Before she applied for the position, Laura thought her qualifications might be considered  

(i)___________. However, when she learned of the financial (ii)___________ the company 
was facing, she hoped that her lack of experience might be made up for by her willingness to 
accept a/an (iii)___________ salary. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. exemplary D. distress G. peremptory 

B. inadequate E. approbation H. commensurate 

C. esoteric F. abundance I. opulent 
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For Question Numbers 18 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
18.  Many people were inordinately interested in questioning the ___________ new guest, who 

refused to reveal his profession or even the origin of his exotic accent. 

A. acerbic 

B. mysterious 

C. insightful 

D. trenchant 

E. intrepid 

F. inscrutable 

 
 
 
 
19.  Education advocates argued that the free school lunch program was vital to creating a school 

environment ___________ to learning. 

A. conducive 

B. inimical 

C. substantial 

D. appropriate 

E. beneficial 

F. hostile 

 
 
 
 
20.  While athletes usually expect to achieve their greatest feats in their teens or twenties, opera 

singers don’t reach the ___________ of their vocal powers until middle age. 

A. harmony 

B. terminus 

C. acme 

D. zenith 

E. nadir 

F. cessation 

  
 
 
 
 



  

GRE Sentence Completion 1  17 
 

PRACTICE EXERCISE - TWO 

For Question Numbers 21 to 27, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 

21.  Under ethical guidelines recently adopted by the National Institutes of Health, human genes 
are to be manipulated only to correct diseases for which ___________ treatments are 
unsatisfactory. 

A. similar  

B. medical 

C. scientific 

D. uncommon 

E. alternative 

 
 
 
22.  Although the scientific debate about the importance of kin selection – a dominant theory of 

animal cooperation, some twenty years ago – is quite ___________ now, the majority of the 
evolutionary biologists continue to believe in that idea. 

A. obsolete 

B. antiquated 

C. uncompelling 

D. absurd 

E. sequestered 

 
 
 
23.  Since 1813 reaction to Jane Austen's novels has oscillated between (i)___________ and 

condescension; but in general, later writers have esteemed her works more highly than did 
most of her literary (ii) ___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. approbation D. disciples 

B. indifference E. contemporaries 

C. dismissal F. precursors 
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24.  The senator's reputation, though (i)___________ by false allegations of misconduct, 
emerged from the ordeal (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. destroyed D. unscathed 

B. tarnished E. sullied 

C. exacerbated F. unhinged 

 
 
 
25.  The theory of cosmic evolution states that the universe, having begun in a state of simplicity 

and (i)___________, has (ii)___________ into great variety. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. homogeneity D. modulated 

B. intelligibility E. accelerated 

C. equilibrium F. differentiated 

 
 
 
26.  While the modern concept of the robot is often (i)___________ to the American science fiction 

writer Isaac Asimov, the word was actually brought into usage by Karl Capek, a Czech writer. 
Capek wrote about a servant class of creatures who looked almost  
(ii)___________ to humans, but were actually artificial clones. Capek noted in his late papers 
that his brother had contributed the word “robot”, deriving it from a Czech word for “salve”. 
Robots, to Capek, did not symbolize the dream of a future technologically- advanced era, but 
rather the horror of his current world, filled with the (iii)___________ of fascist dictatorships 
and mass production. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. proposed D. identical G. nuisances 

B. attributed E. amenable H. actualities 

C. queried F. comely I.  scourges 

 
 
 
27.  Young Tyco’s ancestors and relatives had for generations been (i)___________ who served 

the Danish kings with (ii)___________ who knew how to maintain a position of  
(iii)___________ amid shifting factions at court and to even regain that position if temporarily 
lost through some stroke of misfortune. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. cruel followers D. pride and arrogance  G. influence 

B. fanatic challengers  E. consummate skill and loyalty  H. crookedness 

C. powerful leaders F. humbleness and brutality I.  inferiority 
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For Question Numbers 28 to 30, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

28.  It may be true that everyone likes flattery, but a good manager is not unduly persuaded by it, 
and thus not taken in by ___________, who use wheedling and fawning to get ahead. 

A. myrmidons 

B. aesthetes 

C. tyros 

D. lackeys 

E. anchorites 

F. novices 

 
 
 
 
29.  As a writer known for his prolixity and inscrutability, Thompson, in this slim collection of short 

stories, may finally be intent on making his ideas more ___________ to a readership looking 
for quick edification. 

A. enlightening 

B. prescient 

C. palatable 

D. inaccessible 

E. transcendent 

F. delectable 

 
 
 
30.  If animal parents were judged by human standards, the cuckoo would be one of nature's more 

___________ creatures, blithely laying its eggs in the nests of other birds, and leaving the 
incubating and nurturing to them. 

A. mettlesome 

B. incompetent 

C. wild 

D. intrepid 

E. feckless 

F. feral 
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Answer Key – Class Assignment 

 

 Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B, E 

Q.2 E 

Q.3 C, D 

Q.4 D 

Q.5 A, F, I 

Q.6 C, D 

Q.7 B, D, I 

Q.8 A, F 

Q.9 C, E 

Q.10 B, D 

Q.11 A 

Q.12 B 

Q.13 E 

Q.14 C, D 

Q.15 B, E 

Q. No Answer 

Q.16 A, F, G 

Q.17 B, D, H 

Q.18 B, F 

Q.19 A, E 

Q.20 C, D 

Q.21 E 

Q.22 C 

Q.23 A, E 

Q.24 B, D 

Q.25 A, F 

Q.26 B, D, I 

Q.27 C, E, G 

Q.28 A, D 

Q.29 C, F 

Q.30 B, E 
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Home Assignment 
 
SET ONE 

For Question Numbers 1 to 6, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column of 
choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 

1. The salmon was prepared with such care that even those who did not have ___________ 
seafood found the meal to be delicious. 

A. a contention with 

B. an assurance of 

C. a penchant for 

D. a preconception of 

E. an endorsement of 

 
2.  Qualitative research methods used by the company ___________ customers’ real goals, 

perceptions, and behavior, including how they choose channels and why they switch. 

A. reveal 

B. buttress 

C. predict 

D. illustrate 

E. repel 

 
3.  The new film was practically a (i)___________ to Canada, with its shots of Toronto landmarks 

such as Honest Ed’s, sonic Boom record store, and Parliament Street. Even t-shirts, such as 
a Canadian coffee shop t-shirt and a Canadian indie-rock band shirt, stress to viewers that 
the film is (ii)___________Canadian. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. breach D. unreservedly 

B. dearth E. obscurely 

C. paean F. cinematically 

 
4.  Although the newly discovered distortion-free lens may in near future (i)___________all types 

of glass optical systems –from camera lenses to optical data-storage system, for now the 
inventor has (ii)___________ it for near-infrared light of single wavelength. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. replace D. verified 

B. uphold E. analyzed 

C. reinvent F. optimized 
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5.  Vincent Van Gogh’s life remains a(n) (i)___________ to many due to his insanity and his oft 
misunderstood view of the world. Although Van Gogh is viewed as a world-renowned and 
(ii)___________ artist today, during his life he felt derided by the public. This feeling did not 
(iii)___________ but only grew stronger over time. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. anomaly D. venerated G. increase 

B. enigma E. lucid H. abate 

C. apathy F. disgraced I.  equalize 

 
6.  Although he was finally (i)___________, the years of (ii)___________ tore apart his social 

circle, ruined his health and (iii)___________ his mind.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. incriminated D. dedication G. sharpened 

B. acclaimed  E. self-doubt H. deranged 

C. vindicated  F. suspicion I. mellowed 

 
 
For Question Numbers 7 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

7.  The village’s water supply had been ___________ by toxic industrial by products that had 
seeped into ground water. 

A. adumbrated 

B. vitiated 

C. abashed 

D. adulterated  

E. abridged 

F. truncated 

 
 

8.  David was bright but lazy and because of his ___________, he was often denied a promotion 
as a senior partner.  

A. Novelty 

B. Zeal 

C. Langour 

D. Indemnity 

E. Perjury 

F. Indolence 
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9.  Unlike the more genial researchers, who often went out together after work, the ___________ 
Dr Spicer believed that only intelligence should matter, and thus made few friends in the lab. 

A. glacial  

B. baneful 

C. sedulous  

D. partisan 

E. standoffish 

F. assiduous 

 
10.  Tentative, fearful even, his first forays into the realm of theatrical arts were hardly 

___________. 

A. unheralded 

B. auspicious 

C. commendable 

D. unpropitious 

E. satisfactory 

F. favorable 
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SET TWO 
 
For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Many people at that time believed that spices help preserve food; however, Hall found that 

many marketed spices were ___________ bacteria, moulds and yeasts. 

A. devoid of 

B. improved by 

C. teeming with  

D. destroyed by 

E. active against 

 

12.  The crew of the air balloon ___________ the sand bags to help the balloon rise over the hill. 

A. capsized 

B. augmented  

C. salvaged 

D. jettisoned  

E. enumerated 

 
13.  While some (i)___________, such as Lewis Carroll’s lasting creation “chortle” coming from 

the words “snort” and “chuckle” add meaning and richness to our language, others, such as 
the recent “reincarnation,” can make the speaker simply seem (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. chorals D. antipodal 

B. neologisms E. benighted  

C. canons F. erudite 

 

14.  The biologists described how vultures (i)___________ portions of carcasses and play a 
crucial role in maintaining the ecological balance as (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. devour D. parasites 

B. hunt E. predators 

C. seize F. scavengers 
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15.  During the last decade, researchers of alcoholic beverages have documented 
(i)___________ gender differences in the physiological impacts of alcoholic drinks. In early 
1990′s, it was documented that women (ii)___________ only about a quarter as much 
alcoholic substances in the body - especially in the abdomen- as men do. As a result, more 
alcoholic substances in the form of ethanol enter the bloodstream of women than that of men. 
In addition, the effects of alcohol are also (iii)___________ in women’s body due to their lower 
body mass, and lower body water content than in those of their counterpart. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. notable D. initially metabolize G. intensified  

B. tiny E. finally dilutes H. undermined  

C. insignificant F. cannot digest I.  reduced 

 
16.  People who seek advice from (i)___________ often find that what they are told can seem 

true, because these seekers of information attribute significance to some predictions and 
ignore others. The mind seeks to make sense of predictions that, in themselves, have no  
(ii)___________ value, and thus it becomes difficult to prove that the forecasts are 
(iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. experts D. special G. genuine 

B. philosophers  E. general H. accurate  

C. clairvoyants F. legal I. specious  

 
 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 

17.  The blitzkrieg of anti-smoking images has clearly had a(n) ___________ effect: both the 
number of smokers and the rate of lung cancer have fallen drastically in recent years. 

A. lasting  

B. salutary  

C. dramatic 

D. ephemeral 

E. unremarkable 

F. beneficial 
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18.  The exhibit is not so much a retrospective as a ___________; the artist’s weaker, early work 
is glossed over, and any evidence of his ultimate dissolution is absent entirely. 

A. tirade  

B. polemic 

C. paean  

D. panacea 

E. eulogy 

F. crescendo 

 
19.  He’s a ___________ fellow, always outstanding and deploying his formidable lexicon for 

oratorical style. 

A. declamatory 

B. titanic 

C. didactic 

D. grandiloquent  

E. florid 

F. cabalistic 

 

20.  Faulkner’s work during his most prolific period, the 1930s, approximates the buoyantly 
conservative tone of Southern Regionalism in general and also indirectly characterizes its 
___________ “progress.” 

A. affinity for 

B. sanguineness regarding 

C. skepticism of 

D. bitterness about 

E. aggression toward 

F. repudiation of 
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SET THREE 
 
For Question Numbers 21 to 26, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
21.  Jefferson’s image as a skeptical but enlightened intellectual was attacked in the 1960s, when 

historians portrayed him as ___________ thinker, eager to impart his political orthodoxies to 
succeeding generations but censoring those ideas he did not approve of. 

A. an adventurous 

B. a doctrinaire 

C. an eclectic 

D. a judicious 

E. a cynical 

 
22.  The English novelist William Thackeray considered the cult of the criminal so dangerous that 

he criticized Dickens' Oliver Twist for making the characters in the thieves' kitchen so 
___________. 

A. threatening 

B. riveting 

C. conniving 

D. fearsome 

E. irritating 

 
23.  Two recent research papers have found that the cytokine colony-stimulating factor, which is 

(i)___________ in many human pancreatic cancers, effectively (ii)___________ the tumor 
from the immune system. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. upregulated D. helps 

B. embedded E. masks 

C. generated F. prevents 

 

24.  The characters Jake from the author's first novel and Reich from the author's final and 
posthumously published work reside in entirely different milieus. Yet, the two share common 
(i) ___________. It is fascinating to observe the personal relationships each one forges. Both 
the former, a mere adolescent, and the latter, in his twilight years, care too much and hence 
are (ii)___________. It seems the author came full circle, realizing near the end of her own 
life that compassion's shackles respect no age. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. life experiences D. incapable of action 

B. cultural influences E. driven to self-destruction 

C. psychic ground F. virtuous to a fault 
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25.  The novelist’s early life remains surprisingly (i)___________ to biographical inquiry, for 
despite the confessional style that became the hallmark of so much that he wrote, his 
apparent (ii)___________ often concealed a good deal more than it revealed. His 
descriptions of his childhood fills fewer than three pages of his autobiography, and the few 
episodes he chose to recall have a slightly (iii)___________ character about them, colored 
both by the passing of years and his life-long vivid imagination. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. accessible D. mendacity G. fantastic 

B. exposed E. candor H. nostalgic 

C. impervious F. remorsefulness I.  innocent 

 
26.  It cannot be denied that without creative reasoning it would not have been possible to 

(i)___________ of classical physics. Yet classical physics has no contribution to make to the 
understanding of (ii)___________. This kind of (iii)___________ is surprisingly common in 
logic as well as in life.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. dispute the value D. creative reasoning G. circular reasoning 

B. lay the foundations E. other sciences H. inflexibility 

C. understand the basics F. the arts I. symmetry 

 
For Question Numbers 27 to 30, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
27.  The teacher was so abstracted that she gave a ___________ evaluation of what was really 

an interesting solution to the problem she had set. 

A. philosophical 

B. cursory 

C. detailed 

D. considered 

E. perfunctory 

F. tangential 
 
28.  This new staging of King Lear is not a production in which every aspect falls neatly into place 

throughout; however, the drama does ___________ at certain points to give the audience 
memorable and thought-provoking moments. 

A. coalesce 

B. marvel 

C. triumph 

D. crystallize  

E. dissolve 

F. transcend 



  

GRE Sentence Completion 1  29 
 

29.  When aid is given to an autocracy, the donors are prone to rationalize their decision to support 
non-democratic governments, and thus lay themselves open to the charge of ___________. 

A. negligence 

B. hypocrisy 

C. equivocation 

D. slander 

E. autonomy 

F. nepotism 

 
30.  The city council was notorious for voting down any measure that would restrict its ability to 

wield power, so that it ___________ a bill aimed to narrow the ambit of its jurisdiction was 
surprising only to the small few who had come to believe that the council would pull an about-
face. 

A. championed 

B. tabled 

C. discarded 

D. was in favour of 

E. took exception to  

F. objected to 
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SET FOUR 
 
For Question Numbers 31 to 36, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
31.  The opera began with a ___________, and the audience was simply excited by its subtlety. 

A. whimper 

B. finesse 

C. finality 

D. loudness 

E. tonality 

 

32.  Science advances (i)___________ as (ii)___________ change abruptly and we are forced to 
stop and reorient ourselves to view old information in new ways. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. exponentially D. paradigms 

B. inexorably E. axioms 

C. jerkily F. continuities 

33.  Rock music has often been credited with (or decried for) containing (i)___________ 
messages, purportedly to influence the minds of (ii)___________ listeners.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. criminal D. preordained 

B. overt E. covert  

C. subliminal F. unsuspecting  

 

34.  Archaeology is a poor profession; modest sums are available for excavating sites and even 
more (i)___________ amounts for preserving the excavations. As a result, many sites that 
are still to reveal even a fraction of their potentially vital information have been 
(ii)___________ and left to the forces of Nature. Re-opening such sites in the future will be 
all but (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. paltry D. abandoned G. trivial 

B. controversial E. overworked H. impossible 

C. abundant F. denuded I. rewarding 
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35.  The immune system is capable of distinguishing self from other at the cellular level. After 
grafting, unless the immune system is effectively (i)___________, there is a (ii)___________ 
of lymphocytes in the lymph glands; the newly produced lymphocytes then move in to 
(iii)___________ the foreign tissue. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. primed D. reduction G. stimulate 

B. suppressed E. proliferation H. regenerate 

C. activated F. stasis I. attack 

 
36.  The personality of Dr Jekyll underwent a total (i)___________ as he became Mr. Hyde, a 

(ii)___________ character, leaning towards (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. alteration D. dubious G. philanthropy 

B. refurbishing E. misanthropic H. malevolence 

C. metamorphosis  F. ruthless  I. intransigence  

 

 

For Question Numbers 37 to 40, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

37.  It safeguards the example, ___________ it from contamination with history, and protects it 
from contact with the industrialized, urban world. 

A. innovates 

B. inoculates 

C. immunizes 

D. imbibes 

E. intoxicates 

F. galvanizes 

 

38.  The original British cast of the film was talented and energetic, while the new cast lacks the 
___________ of the original actors.  

A. verve 

B. intractability 

C. meticulousness 

D. vivacity 

E. spiritlessness 

F. idiocy 
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39.  Marie says that she is tired of writing essays; she believes that their grading is entirely 
___________ based on the teacher’s opinion.  

A. rigorous 

B. ineffectual 

C. objective 

D. subjective 

E. skewed  

F. pernickety 

 

40.  He completed the work with unusual ___________; his need to get out of the office overcame 
his habitual torpor. 

A. dispatch 

B. grace 

C. effectiveness 

D. slovenliness 

E. carelessness 

F. celerity 
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Answer Key – Home Assignment 

 

 

 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 C 

Q.2 A 

Q.3 C, D 

Q.4 A, F 

Q.5 B, D, H 

Q.6 C, F, H 

Q.7 B, D 

Q.8 C, F 

Q.9 A, E 

Q.10 B, F 

Q.11 C 

Q.12 D 

Q.13 B, E 

Q.14 A, F 

Q.15 A, D, G 

Q.16 C, D, I 

Q.17 B, F 

Q.18 C, E 

Q.19 A, D 

Q.20 C, F 

Q. No Answer 

Q.21 B 

Q.22 B 

Q.23 A, E 

Q.24 C, D 

Q.25 C, E, G 

Q.26 B, D, I 

Q.27 B, E 

Q.28 A, D 

Q.29 B, C 

Q.30 E, F 

Q.31 B 

Q.32 C, D 

Q.33 C, F 

Q.34 A, D, H 

Q.35 B, E, I 

Q.36 C, F, H 

Q.37 B, C 

Q.38 A, D 

Q.39 D, E 

Q.40 A, F 
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Sentence Completion 2 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The Verbal Reasoning section of the GRE® General Test contains three types of questions: 

 Reading Comprehension 

 Text Completion 

 Sentence Equivalence 

Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions are independent. At INSPIRUS, we use the 

nomenclature “SENTENCE COMPLETION” to refer to both these question types. 

Text Completion questions include a passage composed of one to five sentences with one to 

three blanks. There are three answer choices per blank, or five answer choices if there is a single 

blank. There is a single correct answer, consisting of one choice for each blank. You receive no 

credit for partially correct answers. 

Sentence Equivalence questions consist of a single sentence, one blank, and six answer 

choices. These questions require you to select two of the answer choices. You receive no credit 

for partially correct answers. 

INSPIRUS “RIPE” STRATEGY for Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence Questions: 

 Read through the sentence/passage to get an overall sense of it. 

 Identify the key words and understand the central idea of the sentence/passage.  

 Predict an answer that can fit in the blank and look for a similar word among the options. 

 Eliminate the options that do not match with the predicted answer. 

Despite giving an impression of being unobservant, the professor was actually quite 

(i)___________. He was so abundant in this quality that he could tell that the deceitful student was  

(ii)___________ the true reason behind his being late. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. perspicacious D. justifying 

B. rude E. dissembling 

C. perspicuous F. simulating 
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STRATEGY FOR TEXT COMPLETION 

Text Completion questions omit crucial words from short passages and ask the test taker to use 
the remaining information in the passage as a basis for selecting words or short phrases to fill 
the blanks and create a coherent, meaningful whole.  
 
Format:  

 A passage composed of one to five sentences  

 One to three blanks  

 Three or Five answer choices per blank  

 The answer choices for different blanks function independently  

 All required answers for a question must be right to fetch a score 

 
 
 
SIMILAR IDEAS 
 
1.  She was roundly condemned for her ___________; she betrayed the woman to whom she 

owed her success.  

A. truculence 

B. perfidy 

C. serendipity 

D. pragmatism 

E. discernment 

 
 
 
 
 
CONTRAST IDEAS 
 
2.  In the British theatre, young people under thirty-five have not had much ___________ getting 

recognition onstage, but offstage – in the ranks of playwrights, directors, designers, 
administrators – they have mostly been relegated to relative obscurity. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

A. predicament 

B. satisfaction 

C. curiosity about 

D. success at 

E. petrification about 
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SIMILARITY & CONTRAST 
 
3.  The (i)___________ nature of Athenian classical tragedy belies the modern view of tragedy; 

according to the modern conception, tragedy is an austere and minimalist art form whose 
compressed representation of ideological and emotional conflicts leaves nothing 
(ii)___________ for time to erode. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. unadorned D. inalienable 

B. harmonious E. exigent 

C. multifaceted F. extraneous 

 
 
 
 
 
CAUSE-EFFECT 
 
4.  Because they had various meanings in nineteenth-century biological thought, "mechanism" 

and "vitalism" ought not to be considered (i)___________ terms; thus, I find the recent 
insistence that the terms had single definitions to be entirely (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. problematic D. quizzical 

B. univocal E. erroneous 

C. ostentatious F. anachronistic 

 
 
 
 
 
TONE 
 
5.  The parliamentary session degenerated into (i)___________ with politicians (ii)___________ 

each other and refusing to (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. mayhem D. trading banter with G. escalate the situation 

B. obsolescence E. sharing mockery with  H. challenge the opposition 

C. authoritarianism F. hurling invectives at  I. reach a consensus 
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COMPLEMENTARY IDEAS 
 
6.  Even the most cursory perusal of the manuscript version of Captain Clark’s journals reveals 

the Captain as one of the most (i)___________ spellers ever to write in English, but this  
(ii)___________ attitude towards orthographical rules never renders Clark unclear. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. indefatigable D. cavalier 

B. fastidious  E. outlandish 

C. defiant  F. pretentious 

 
 
 
 
 
ELIMINATION 
 
7.   Our grandfather was an entertaining (i)___________; he used to (ii)___________ us with 

marvellous anecdotes that we, in our childlike simplicity, (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. philanthropist D. regale  G. debated ferociously  

B. raconteur E. intimidate  H. accepted unquestioningly  

C. curmudgeon F. mollycoddle I. debunked readily 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STRATEGY FOR SENTENCE EQUIVALENCE 
 
The questions consist of a single sentence with just one blank, and they ask you to find two choices 
that lead to a complete, coherent sentence while producing sentences that mean the same thing. 
 
Format:  

 A single sentence 

 One blank 

 Six answer choices 

 Requires you to select two of the answer choices 

 No credit for partially correct answers 
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CHOOSING SYNONYMS 

8.  That the nightmarish depictions common to most 20th century dystopian novels are 
exaggerated should by no means diminish the ___________ power of these works, for many 
of the visions they conjure up are reflected, albeit in less vivid form, in many totalitarian 
governments today. 

A. sustained 

B. relevant 

C. comprehensive 

D. political 

E. revelatory 

F. prophetic 

 
 
 
NOT SYNONYM BUT SAME OUTCOME 

9.  Owing to her innate ___________ and infectious optimism, Cassie succeeded not just in 
transcending her own physical disability but also in helping many others to overcome similar 
challenges. 

A. buoyancy 

B. altruism 

C. empathy 

D. resiliency 

E. stubbornness 

F. adaptability 

 
 
 
SECONDARY MEANINGS 
 
10.  The critic applauded the book for its wit but decried the one-dimensional nature of its 

characters. Upon reading the review, the novelist railed against the ___________ of critics 
who failed to notice the fact that those characters are supposed to be one-dimensional. 

A. perfidy 

B. obtuseness 

C. denseness  

D. ignorance 

E. treachery 

F. inexorableness 
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PRACTICE EXERCISE - ONE 
 
For Question Numbers 11 to 17, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  One of Buddha’s messages to the world was to give up the way of the ___________ and 

instead adopt an austere way of life, like that of a monk. 

A. sybarite 

B. frugal 

C. ferocity 

D. spartan 

E. severity 

 
 
 
12.  Many creative photographers were delighted to find in instant photography a mode that 

encouraged them to stop viewing photography as ___________ and start viewing it as 
something they could handle with spontaneity, even derision. 

A. autonomous 

B. ephemeral 

C. malleable 

D. egalitarian 

E. sacrosanct  

 
  
 
 
 
13.  Though many medieval women possessed devotional books that had belonged to their 

mothers, formal written evidence of women bequeathing books to their daughters is scarce, 
which suggests that such bequests were (i)___________ and required no  
(ii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. covert D. documentation  

B. spurious E. approval 

C. customary F. rationalization 
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14.  The cultivation of the emotion of natsukashii, interpretable as "pleasant sorrow," brings 
Japanese to Kyoto in the spring, not to (i)___________ the cherry blossoms in full bloom but 
to (ii)___________ the fading, falling flowers. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. mourn D. exclaim over 

B. savour E. rejoice over 

C. honor F. grieve over 

 
 
 
15.  Broadway audiences have become inured to (i)___________ and so (ii)___________ to be 

pleased as to make their ready ovations meaningless as an indicator of the quality of the 
production before them. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. mediocrity  D. reluctant 

B. sentimentality E. desperate  

C. histrionics F. ambivalent 

 
 
 
16.  When editing manuscripts, literary scholars must remain acutely aware of textual  

(i)___________; the differences among extant versions of the same work - resulting from 
printing errors, editing demands, or constant revisions - often make it (ii)___________ for 
scholars to publish truly (iii)___________ texts. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. conformities D. pejorative G. cosmetic 

B. congruities E. daunting H. innovative 

C. anomalies  F. banal I. authoritative 

 
 
 
 
17.  Many 17th century buildings that are still in existence have been so (i)___________ by 

successive owners that the original layout is no longer (ii)___________ beneath the 
sometimes much-needed, but usually (iii)___________ attempts to personalize or improve. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. preserved D. discernible G. adept 

B. transmogrified E. extant H. grotesque 

C. decimated F. enshrouded I. tasteful 
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For Question Numbers 18 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
18.  Their air of cheerful self-sacrifice and endless complaisance won them undeserved praise, 

for their seeming gallantry was wholly motivated by a ___________ wish to avoid conflict of 
any sort. 

A. pusillanimous 

B. commendable 

C. plaintive 

D. laudable 

E. craven 

F. poignant 

 
 
 
 
19.  The town’s air was consistently ___________: depending on the breeze, one might be 

greeted with the sour effluvia of twenty breweries, choking fumes from the coal factory, or 
brackish smells from the nearby river. 

A. toxic 

B. malodorous  

C. noisome  

D. maleficent 

E. redolent 

F. anodyne 

 
 
 
20.  One of the vocalists who auditioned for a leading part in the local production of Sweeney 

Todd seemed to prefer ___________ to any attempt at producing a melody; a more 
unpleasant voice was hard to imagine. 

A. warbling 

B. imitating 

C. improvising 

D. shrieking 

E. vocalising 

F. caterwauling 
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PRACTICE EXERCISE - TWO 
 
For Question Numbers 21 to 27, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
21.  The science of astronomy was begun by amateurs and today remains dependent on their 

contributions, which are incisive by virtue of being ___________ by the a priori assumptions 
that often vitiate the work of professional research scientists. 

A. accredited 

B. unencumbered 

C. bolstered 

D. gainsaid 

E. galvanised 

 
 
 
22.  Although David was severely critical of his wife, he did not dare treat her with ___________. 

A. panache 

B. mendacity 

C. superciliousness 

D. insularity 

E. disapprobation 

 
 
  
23.  Freud derived psychoanalytic knowledge of childhood indirectly: he (i)___________ 

childhood processes from adult (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. incorporated D. experience 

B. reconstructed E. behavior 

C. inferred F. memory 

 
 
 
24.  There are as yet no vegetation types or ecosystems whose study has been (i)___________ 

to the extent that they no longer (ii)___________ ecologists. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. exhausted D. benefit 

B. perfected  E. interest 

C. prevented F. challenge 
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25.  In keeping with his own (i)___________ in international diplomacy, Churchill proposed a 
personal meeting of heads of government, but the effort was (ii)___________, as the temper 
of the times was (iii)___________.   

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. peccadilloes D. doomed to failure G. amicable 

B. aversions E. instantly accepted H. auspicious 

C. predilections F. considered worthwhile I. inimical 

 
 
 
 
26.  Applications of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) have fared best in contexts in which 

habitat condition is closely linked to species condition and the cause of habitat degradation 
is easily identified. The achievements of the ESA in those contexts, however, have  
(i)___________ that other uses of the act can (ii)___________ that record even where such 
favorable conditions do not (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. quelled the conviction D. mitigate G. diverge 

B. presaged the uncertainty E. duplicate H. pertain 

C. fostered the misconception F. elucidate I. diminish 

 
 
 
 
27.  Lee's film fails to dispel the notion that African Americans are not quite American. "These 

United States of America", referred to in the film's dedication, thus emerge as a deeply 
troubled site in which the relative protections of national citizenship remain  
(i)___________ all but a privileged few. The long history of African American  
(ii)___________ - placing a large proportion on race and class prejudice - means that 
America's black population plays a (iii)___________ role in illuminating the national drama of 
exclusion. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. accessible to D. disenfranchisement G. central  

B. elusive for E. displacement H. imperceptible  

C. feasible for F. dissolution I. clandestine 
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For Question Numbers 28 to 30, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
28.  Although the discipline maintained by the CEO of the company was highly admirable, her 

___________ ended up annoying even the most effective employees. 

A. taciturnity 

B. obsequiousness 

C. officiousness 

D. perfidy 

E. bumptiousness 

F. complaisance 

 
 
 
 
29.  Cezanne's delicate watercolor sketches often served as a(n) ___________ of a subject, a 

way of gathering fuller knowledge before the artist's final engagement of the subject in an oil 
painting. 

A. abstraction 

B. exploration 

C. synthesis 

D. reconnaissance 

E. discovery 

F. enhancement 

 
 
30.  Inspired interim responses to hitherto unknown problems, New Deal economic strategems 

became ___________ as a result of bureaucratization, their flexibility and adaptability 
destroyed by their transformation into rigid policies. 

A. rigidified 

B. consolidated 

C. politicized 

D. ungovernable 

E. marginalized 

F. ossified 
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Answer Key – Class Assignment 

 

 

 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B 

Q.2 A 

Q.3 C, F 

Q.4 B, E 

Q.5 A, F, I 

Q.6 C, D 

Q.7 B, D, H 

Q.8 E, F 

Q.9 A, D 

Q.10 B, C 

Q.11 A 

Q.12 E 

Q.13 C, D 

Q.14 B, F 

Q.15 A, E 

Q. No Answer 

Q.16 C, E, I 

Q.17 B, D, H 

Q.18 A, E 

Q.19 B, C 

Q.20 D, F 

Q.21 B 

Q.22 C 

Q.23 B, F 

Q.24 A, E 

Q.25 C, D, I 

Q.26 C, E, H 

Q.27 B, D, G 

Q.28 C, E 

Q.29 B, D 

Q.30 A, F 
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Home Assignment 
 
SET ONE 
 
For Question Numbers 1 to 6, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column of 
choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 

1.  Some scientists believe that certain human beings may be more ___________ than others 
because the former possess a gene that predisposes them toward aggressive behaviour. 

A. reserved 

B. timorous 

C. self-possessed 

D. uncouth 

E. quarrelsome 

 
2.  While he was risking loss of respect from his peers over breaking the law to help his relative, 

he was treading even more ___________ in another respect. 

A. perilously 

B. cautiously 

C. evenly 

D. kindly 

E. suspiciously 

 
3.  Twenty-first-century scientists regard it as their mandate to try to (i)___________ why things 

are as they are, rather than simply to (ii)___________ how they are, but that was not the case 
with scientists in the past. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. illustrate D. model 

B. generate  E. describe 

C. discover  F. prevent 

 
4.  Rather than repulsing people, the (i)___________ lifestyle adopted by monks had many 

(ii)___________ qualities, including peace and simplicity. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. lavish D. winsome 

B. austere E. superior 

C. fulsome F. unattractive 
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5.  Murray, recently acclaimed in national reviews for her autumn exhibition of paintings, has 
been locally celebrated for years, though often regarded by national critics with 
(i)___________ However, the more (ii)___________ of these paintings must 
(iii)___________ all doubts. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. ambivalence  D. mediocre G. solidify 

B. ostentation E. pretentious H. confirm 

C. adulation F. successful  I.  assuage 

 
6.  It is a common complaint that people today have a short attention span. But is it that people 

are (i)___________ if the television camera (ii)___________ a view, or is it that the 
(iii)___________ from one angle to another has trained the viewer to expect variety? 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. satisfied D. lingers over G. constant shift 

B. fascinated E. cuts short H. delay in moving 

C. impatient F. rapidly changes I. inability to move 

 
 
For Question Numbers 7 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
7.  Although one might reasonably compare the roots of two criminals’ antisocial behavior, the 

causes are often found to be entirely ___________. 

A. desperate 

B. disparate 

C. dispirited 

D. dissimilar 

E. despondent 

F. despotic 

 
8.  Since the judge feels that the defendant’s offense is ___________, he will, probably, give him 

a lighter sentence.  

A. venial  

B. vindictive  

C. venal 

D. heinous 

E. pardonable 

F. militant 



  

GRE Sentence Completion 2    48 

 

9.  Since the mayor previously had expressed few qualms about the proposed zoning ordinance, 
the other city-council members were understandably taken aback by her sudden, 
___________ objections. 

A. insistent 

B. strenuous 

C. vehement 

D. unexpected 

E. dubious 

F. unwarranted 

 
10.  Exposure to sustained noise almost certainly impairs blood pressure regulation in human 

beings, but to the frustration of many patients, some researchers have obtained results that 
___________ the relationships. 

A. conflate 

B. diminish 

C. muddy 

D. neutralize 

E. buttress  

F. obscure  
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SET TWO 

For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  After the accident, the nerves to her arm were damaged and so the muscles ___________ 

through disuse. 

A. atrophied 

B. contracted 

C. elongated 

D. invigorated 

E. dwindled 

 
12.  The pond was a place of reek and corruption, of ___________ smells and of oxygen-starved 

fish breathing through laboring gills. 

A. fragrant 

B. evocative 

C. dolorous 

D. fetid  

E. toxic 

 

13.  For several years, scientists have been (i)___________ placebo interventions–a medically 
ineffectual treatment for a disease or other medical conditions intended to (ii)___________ 
the recipient that, prior to 1990s, had been studied largely as foils to “real” drugs. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. dissecting D. cure 

B. integrating E. deceive 

C. using F. treat 

 
14.  Ben was so angered by the theft, he could not (i)___________ his (ii)___________ against 

those who had stolen from him. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. peruse D. rendezvous 

B. wry E. tirade 

C. quell F. persiflage 
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15.  Since he lacks the (i)___________ to take on venerable public figures, the author, no matter 
how (ii)___________ his social critiques are, will never be (iii)___________ as a great satirist. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. timorousness D. perspicacious  G. gainsaid 

B. temerity  E. harrowing H. lionized 

C. trepidation F. ignominious  I.  tainted 

 
16.  Stress-induced amnesia is a rare and (i)___________ phenomenon; it strikes the patient 

apparently without warning and the memory loss can be as (ii)___________ as that induced 
by (iii)___________ trauma. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. devastating D. generic G. unexpected 

B. venial E. limited H. mental 

C. pervasive F. complete I. physical 

  
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

17.  Turing, a pioneering logician and mathematician, exerts a powerful and ___________ 
influence on his biographers - the combination of the highly intellectual with the personally 
dramatic is difficult to resist. 

A. abiding 

B. pervasive 

C. perennial 

D. irresistible 

E. multifaceted 

F. unmitigated 

 
18.  The appetite of the venture capitalist for a quick and lucrative killing could only be described 

as ___________. 

A. fastidious 

B. sagacious 

C. voracious 

D. salacious 

E. fugacious 

F. rapacious 
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19.  Carry Grant’s reputation as a suave and ___________ ladies’ man extended beyond the 
silver screen to his real life, where he was known to never let a woman pull out her own chair 
(this, of course was well before the feminist revolution caused a difference in opinion about 
such behavior). 

A. consummate 

B. genteel 

C. debonair 

D. waggish 

E. couth 

F. cosmopolitan 

 
20.  The chemists pretended it was the philosopher’s stone, the physicians that it was an 

unmistakable ___________. 

A. paragon 

B. cataclysm 

C. panacea 

D. elixir 

E. palaver 

F. triumph 
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SET THREE 
 
For Question Numbers 21 to 26, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 

21.  Though the rise of historical societies to preserve sites and buildings of note is not usually 
perceived as ___________ phenomenon, it deserves its place in the history of ideas because 
it launched the critique of the ideology of progress. 

A. an intellectual  

B. an economic  

C. an inconsequential 

D. a comprehensible 

E. a philanthropic 

 
22.  Although Johnson's and Smith's initial fascination with the fortunes of those jockeying for 

power in the law firm ___________ after a few months, the two paid sufficient attention to 
determine who their lunch partners should be. 

A. revived 

B. excoriated 

C. intensified 

D. ossified 

E. flagged  

 
23.  Even though Tom Joad comes out of jail at the beginning of The Grapes of Wrath, his 

(i)___________ is not completely extinguished; he’d still aggravate some of the police officers 
he encountered. His audacity caused him to pursue an (ii)___________ life while fleeing the 
authorities. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. perspicacity D. itinerant 

B. effrontery E. dissembling 

C. belligerence F. settled 

 
24.  New inventions often begin by (i)___________ what has come before; their full power to 

effect change is realized only after much use. Power-using companies, for example, took 
many years to recognize that with electricity they did not need to cluster their machinery 
around a power source, a necessity imposed by the use of steam power. Instead, power 
could be (ii)___________ their operations. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. uprooting D. consolidated around 

B. mimicking E. incorporated into 

C. dismissing F. transmitted to 
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25.  For an actor who prepares so (i)___________ for each role, the characters he chooses to 
portray are (ii)___________; nonetheless even the most nebbish persona he depicts on 
screen always appears on the verge of a(n) (iii)___________, as though the actor’s 
suppressed agitation is ready to burst forth. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. passively D. curiously anemic G. breakthrough 

B. totally E. irresponsible H. meltdown 

C. feverishly F. somewhat puissant I.  epiphany 

 
26.  Since the Romans failed to subjugate the tribes in Northern Britain, they built a wall in a  

(i)___________ attempt to (ii)___________ the natives. After all, what wall can 
(iii)___________ the determined?  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. seemingly overoptimistic D. intimidate G. deter 

B. thoroughgoing E. exclude H. conquer 

C. successful F. barricade I. circumscribe 

 
For Question Numbers 27 to 30, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
27.  Punishment for transgressions of the law ceases to have a deterrent effect if the punishment 

is frequently ___________. 

A. waived  

B. empathetic 

C. arbitrary 

D. lenient 

E. random  

F. commuted  

 
28.  The insertion of a fiction into a news bulletin cannot be condoned, but inserting propaganda 

for a good cause seems less ___________. 

A. untoward 

B. democratic 

C. reprehensible 

D. credible 

E. insupportable 

F. utilitarian 
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29.  He belongs to an international panel of experts that works under United Nations 
___________. 

A. aura 

B. auspices 

C. aeolian 

D. aegis  

E. adytum 

F. sanctum 

 
30.  A distant train whistle is heard, and the sounds of construction in the clearing ___________ 

with the cries of birds and the rustle of wind in the trees. 

A. harmonize 

B. mingle 

C. vie 

D. clash 

E. skirmish 

F. compete  
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SET FOUR 
 
For Question Numbers 31 to 36, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 

31.  Only a single dilapidated wall stood in mute ___________ to nature’s overwhelming force. 

A. evidence 

B. tribute 

C. memory 

D. testimony 

E. strategy 

 
32.  The victim confronted his attackers in the courtroom calmly, with (i)___________ and without 

apparent (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. equanimity D. obstinacy 

B. woe E. malingering 

C. ineptitude F. rancor 

  
 

33.  Rock music has often been credited with (or decried for) containing (i)___________ 
messages, purportedly to influence the minds of (ii)___________ listeners.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. criminal D. preordained 

B. overt E. unsuspecting 

C. subliminal F. covert 

 
34.  The (i)___________ shades of meaning, and still subtler echoes of association, make 

language an instrument which scarcely anything short of genius can wield with 
(ii)___________ and (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. vivid D. eloquence G. alacrity 

B. nuanced E. certainty H. precision 

C. stygian F. hope I. disinterest 
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35.  Contrary to his reputation, the admiral was not a (i)___________ He (ii)___________ his 
order to attack when he saw the white flag raised by the enemy sailors, and was actually 
relieved that he could bring an end to the (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. bloodthirsty man D. countermanded G. truce 

B. pacifist E. reiterated H. hiatus 

C. pedant F. commandeered I. hostilities 

 
36.  Brand Loyalty plays a(n) (i)___________ role in many consumers’ buying habits. Market 

research shows that consumers are likely to spend more on a product they grew up using 
than try a generic brand that offers the same (ii)___________ at a lower price. The question 
is how much more are shoppers willing to spend for this (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. appreciable D. accolades G. quotidian 

B. speculative E. constituents H. paranoia 

C. idiosyncratic F. quality I. nostalgia 

 
For Question Numbers 37 to 40, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
37.  This is an allegory – the ___________ of reality in the mirror of illusion. 

A. restoration 

B. reflection 

C. termination 

D. manifestation 

E. creation 

F. restitution 

 
38.  John is famous for his work as a portrait artist, but ___________ for his bohemian life style. 

A. despised 

B. revered 

C. notorious 

D. infamous 

E. renowned 

F. loathed 
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39.  The increasing interactivity emerging in the latest computer systems means that the 
traditional view of the computer as a ___________ of information now unduly limiting. 

A. gleaner 

B. transformer 

C. processor 

D. producer 

E. repository 

F. cache 

 
40.  The book is an attempt on the part of the eminent scholar to reconcile the ___________ 

experience and theoretical underpinnings of certain everyday phenomena. 

A. practical  

B. empirical 

C. arcane 

D. philosophical  

E. superficial 

F. obtuse 
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Answer Key – Home Assignment 
 

  

 

Q. No Answer 

Q.21 A 

Q.22 E 

Q.23 B, D 

Q.24 B, F 

Q.25 C, D, H 

Q.26 A, E, G 

Q.27 A, F 

Q.28 C, E 

Q.29 B, D 

Q.30 C, F 

Q.31 D 

Q.32 A, F 

Q.33 C, E 

Q.34 B, E, H 

Q.35 A, D, I 

Q.36 A, E, I 

Q.37 B, D 

Q.38 C, D 

Q.39 E, F 

Q.40 A, B 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 E 

Q.2 A 

Q.3 C, E 

Q.4 B, D 

Q.5 A, F, I 

Q.6 C, D, G 

Q.7 B, D 

Q.8 A, E 

Q.9 B, C 

Q.10 C, F 

Q.11 A 

Q.12 D 

Q.13 A, E 

Q.14 C, E 

Q.15 B, D, H 

Q.16 A, F, I 

Q.17 A, C 

Q.18 C, F 

Q.19 B, E 

Q.20 C, D 
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Sentence Completion 3 
 

PRACTICE EXERCISE - ONE 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01.  The success of the business venture ___________ his expectations; he never thought that 

the firm would prosper. 

A. confirmed 

B. belied 

C. nullified 

D. fulfilled 

E. ratified 

 
  
02.  Demosthenes made several speeches warning the Greeks against Philip of Macedon; since 

these ___________ were abusive and personal in nature, a new word, “philippic “has been 
coined in the language.  

A. paeans 

B. harangues  

C. neologisms 

D. declamations 

E. orations 

 
  
03.  Unlike the elected branches of the United States government, where making personal 

connection with citizens is (i)___________ and almost (ii)___________ political efficacy, the 
United States Supreme Court continues to maintain that its members should communicate 
with the public almost exclusively through formal opinions - and even then through ceremonial 
rituals that date back to the nineteenth century. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. rampant D. a requirement for 

B. frowned upon E. a detriment to 

C. disregarded F. an irrelevance to 
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04.  The journalist (i)___________ the efforts of the drug squad to control drug peddling, claiming 
that they had actually (ii)___________ the problem.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. deprecated  D. delineated 

B. commended E. exacerbated  

C. noted F. mollified  

 

 
05.  Fifty pages of footnotes, some of them presenting quite lengthy bibliographies, suggest that 

very few pertinent sources on the Black Arts movement in literature have (i)___________ 
Thompson’s search; (ii)___________, the text makes it clear that the author’s examination of 
these sources has been similarly (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. eluded D. moreover G. valuable 

B. characterized E. however H. timely 

C. motivated F. consequently I. exhaustive 

 
 
06.  Firebaugh and Beck contend that economic development improves the overall well-being of 

people within developing countries. However, other scholars emphasize the (i)___________ 
of this view, empirically demonstrating that while economic development does in fact 
contribute to the well-being of the population of developing countries, the magnitude of 
development’s positive effects on well-being has (ii)___________. In other words, these 
scholars suggest that (iii)___________ economic development and human well-being is 
taking place in developing countries. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. falsity D. been greatly underestimated G. a decoupling of 

B. arbitrariness E. not yet been measured H. an inversion of 

C. limitation F. decreased over time I. a decline in 
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For Question Numbers 07 & 08, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 

07.  ___________ behavior never has the effect its practitioners hope for; the attempt to hide only 
draws attention to what is hidden. 

A. Misogynistic 

B. Puritanical 

C. Covert 

D. Miserly 

E. Prudish 

F. Pragmatic 

 
 

08.  The study’s ___________ conclusion is that during the first half of the 20th Century, improved 
standards of personal hygiene reduced the risk of an individual’s contracting poliomyelitis yet 
tended to make the disease more lethal to communities. 

A. exciting 

B. unwarranted 

C. paradoxical  

D. anomalous  

E. long-awaited 

F. interim 

 
 
PRACTICE EXERCISE - TWO  
 
For Question Numbers 09 to 14, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
09.  Given the existence of so many factions in the field, it was unrealistic of Anna Freud to expect 

any kind of ___________ of opinion.  

A. freedom 

B. homogeneity 

C. reassessment 

D. expression 

E. formation 
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10.  Just as such apparently basic things as rocks, clouds, and clams are, in fact, intricately 
structured entities, so the self, too, is not an "elementary particle," but is ___________ 
construction. 

A. a complicated 

B. a rudimentary 

C. a distorted 

D. an amorphous 

E. an illusory 

 
 
11.   Nonviolent demonstrations often create such tensions that a community that has constantly 

refused to (i)___________ its injustices is forced to correct them: the injustices can no longer 
be (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. acknowledge D. ignored 

B. decrease E. verified 

C. explain F. accepted 

 

12.  Literature is inevitably a (i)___________ rather than (ii)___________ medium for the simple 
reason that writers interpose their own vision between the reader and reality. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. transparent D. a drab 

B. colorful E. an opaque 

C. distorting  F. a neutral  

 
13.  A transformative scientific idea that emerged in the eighteenth century was the realization 

that slow, inexorable geological processes follow the basic laws of physics and chemistry. 
This seems (i)___________ conclusion in hindsight, but its implication – that geological 
processes in the distant past must have (ii)___________ these very same laws - was  
(iii)___________ geologists in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. an obvious D. followed G. evident to 

B. a significant E. preceded H. overlooked by 

C. a controversial F. entailed I. revolutionary for 
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14.  Putting a cash value on the ecological services provided by nature - such as the water 
filtration “service” provided by a forested watershed - has, historically, been a (i)___________ 
process. Early attempts at such valuation resulted in impressive but (ii)___________ figures 
that were seized on by environmental advocates, and then, when these figures were later (iii) 
___________, they were used by opponents to tar the whole idea. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. dispassionate D. redundant G. ignored 

B. problematic E. unsound H. discredited 

C. straightforward F. understated I. confirmed 

 
 

For Question Numbers 15 & 16, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
15.  Her attempts to wrest fiction free from traditional constraints like plot and character were 

never entirely popular with readers; nonetheless, her fiction has had ___________ influence 
on critical theory, novel, cinema, and even psychology. 

A. a studied 

B. a negligible 

C. a decisive 

D. an unmistakable 

E. an insignificant 

F. a restorative 

 
 
 
16.  The physics graveyard is strewn with the skeletons of failed theories, unexplained effects, 

and anomalous particles that briefly ___________ the research spotlight, then rapidly fade 
from view. 

A. douse 

B. intensify 

C. perpetuate 

D. capture 

E. secure 

F. extinguish  
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PRACTICE EXERCISE - THREE 
 
For Question Numbers 17 to 22, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
17.  Far and above the typical rowdiness and harmless pranks of his fraternity brothers, Mathew’s 

behavior bordered on unadulterated ___________. 

A. disorderliness 

B. etiquette 

C. debauchery 

D. morality 

E. cleverness 

 
 
18.  Burke is often on slippery ground when it comes to her primary sources; especially 

___________ is the mode by which she gathered her oral evidence. 

A. crucial 

B. passable 

C. ingenuous 

D. laudable 

E. dubious  

 
 
19.  The reclusive clergyman may have lived and died in melancholy, but this doesn’t seem to 

have (i)___________ his genius in any way. On the contrary, we find ourselves wondering 
whether his genius wasn’t (ii)___________ in some mysterious way by his mood. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. influenced D. served 

B. hampered E. controlled 

C. triggered F. identified 

 
 
20.  The idealized paintings of nature produced in the eighteenth century are evidence that the 

medieval (i)___________ natural settings had been (ii)___________ and that the outdoors 
now could be enjoyed without trepidation. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. fear of D. confronted  

B. concerns about E. accentuated 

C. enthusiasm for F. exorcised 
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21.  Even the reader acquainted with the outlines of Pushkin’s biography will be (i)___________ 
the (ii)___________ so vividly conveyed in Binyon’s biography. Not only was Pushkin’s 
personal correspondence intercepted and his movements (iii)___________, but Tsar 
Nicholas I’s decision to oversee Pushkin’s career obliged Pushkin to submit all his 
manuscripts for inspection. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. attracted by D. suffocating lack of creative freedom G. ignored 

B. confused by E. concern for contemporary society H. monitored 

C. struck by F. underlying sense of historical change   I. commended 

 
 
22.  It is possible for human to go 40 or more hours without sleep and still be able to 

(i)___________ information acquired at the beginning of the sleepless period. Thus, when 
we are considering a role for sleep in human memory consolidation, we are referring to a 
possible role in the (ii)___________ encoding of information and optimizing of recall, not a 
(iii)___________ of sleep for recalling events of the prior day. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. disgorge  D. longer-term G. requirement 

B. augment E. acute H. surplus 

C. legitimize  F. qualitative I. facet 

 
 
For Question Numbers 23 & 24, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
23.  In 1884, Sewall and Dow agreed to join Roosevelt in the Dakota territory for reasons that 

appear to have been ___________: Sewell later recalled that Roosevelt guaranteed them a 
share of anything made in his cattle business. 

A. pecuniary 

B. straightforward 

C. economic 

D. selfless 

E. quixotic 

F. altruistic 
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24.  Contrary to certain recent analyses that paint a dire portrait of soil loss from farmland, a new 
study of surveying data reaching back to the 1930s shows that erosion rates have been 
steadily ___________. 

A. intensifying 

B. waning 

C. accelerating 

D. worsening 

E. declining 

F. deteriorating 

 
 

PRACTICE EXERCISE - FOUR 
 
For Question Numbers 25 to 30, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
25.  While it is tempting to think that artists like Picasso literally see the world in a markedly 

different way, examination of the artist’s creative process reveals ___________ movement 
from roughly realist sketches toward his famous Cubist style through a series of ever more 
abstract steps. 

A. an obsessive 

B. an iterative 

C. a random 

D. a historical 

E. a dicey 

 
 
26.  Consolidating memory is not instantaneous or even ___________: every memory must be 

encoded and moved from short-term to long-term storage, and some of these memories are, 
for whatever reason, more vividly imprinted than others. 

A. salutary 

B. deliberate 

C. sequential 

D. momentary 

E. inevitable 
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27.  The current (i)___________ of format in electronic scholarly publication will not last beyond 
the point when amateur burnout occurs and amateurs are replaced by traditional publishing 
companies: in an effort to reduce costs through economies of scale, publishing firms tend 
toward (ii)___________ in the format of their electronic publication projects. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. diversity D. homogeneity 

B. monotony E. sophistication 

C. refinement F. extremes 

 

28.  Despite the typical characterization of art forgery as the realm of the (i)___________, some 
recent papers have underscored the artistry present in counterfeit pieces and ignored or 
made light of the inherent criminality. Needless to say, many critics have (ii)___________ 
these papers, saying their authors lack the ethics and good sense to be taken seriously. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. craven D. inundated 

B. reprobate E. extolled 

C. covetous F. lambasted  

 
 
29.  Improvement in the quality of basic demographic data and the care with which it is managed 

may yield more (i)___________ information as time moves forward, which will greatly 
enhance the ability to prove and disprove extreme age claims. Given human nature, however, 
and a number of the modern and historic sources of age misreporting, age validation will 
continue to need to be (ii)___________ part of valid exceptional longevity research. Even 
areas thought to have complete birth registration have seen problems with immigrant cases, 
unreported deaths, pension fraud, and the like. The older the alleged age of a longevity claim, 
the more (iii)___________ must be the validation procedure. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. veritable D. an ineffable G. consummate 

B. incredulous E. a requisite H. cavalier 

C. incredible F. a dire I. jackleg 
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30.  Viewing people as “social atoms” that obey rather simple rule (which are not unlike the laws 
of physics), one may discover certain (i)___________. Take, for example, the way channels 
emerge when people move in crowds. In the midst of initially (ii)___________ movements, 
one person begins to follow another – in an effort to avoid collisions – and streams of 
movement emerge. As more people join in, there is greater pull on others to join the flow, and 
the particular channels become (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. apparent contradictions D. inflexible G. self-defeating 

B. unproductive tendencies E. straightforward H. self-aggrandizing 

C. lawlike regulations F. chaotic I. self-perpetuating 

 
 
For Question Numbers 31 & 32, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
31.  Science is arguably a very high-minded pursuit, but that is not to say that all of its practitioners 

are ___________, as numerous articles alleging overly generous pharmaceutical industry 
payments to medical researchers have tried to show. 

A. conventional 

B. perspicacious 

C. unimpeachable 

D. ingenious 

E. orthodox  

F. blameless  

 
 
32.  Some ethicists worry that a deeper understanding of the brain may be tantamount to 

___________; if we discover that free will is an illusion of neural circuitry, how will we hold 
people responsible for their actions? 

A. absolution  

B. vindication 

C. ministration 

D. exculpation  

E. valediction  

F. proscription 
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Answer Key – Class Assignment 

 

 

 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B 

Q.2 B 

Q.3 A, D 

Q.4 A, E 

Q.5 A, D, I 

Q.6 C, F, G 

Q.7 B, E 

Q.8 C, D 

Q.9 B 

Q.10 A 

Q.11 A, D 

Q.12 C, F 

Q.13 A, D, I 

Q.14 B, E, H 

Q.15 C, D 

Q.16 D, E 

Q. No Answer 

Q.17 C 

Q.18 E 

Q.19 B, D 

Q.20 A, F 

Q.21 C, D, H 

Q.22 A, D, G 

Q.23 A, C 

Q.24 B, E 

Q.25 B 

Q.26 E 

Q.27 A, D 

Q.28 B, F 

Q.29 A, E, G 

Q.30 C, F, I 

Q.31 C, F 

Q.32 A, D 
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Home Assignment 
 
SET ONE 
 
For Question Numbers 1 to 6, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column of 
choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
1.  The class was purportedly an exhaustive study of Jane Austen’s works, yet since it failed to 

include either Emma or Pride and Prejudice in its analysis, it was, by no means, 
___________. 

A. prudent 

B. acceptable 

C. comprehensive 

D. adequate 

E. authoritative 

 
2.  Having definite information about drugs being smuggled in, the customs officials decided to 

switch from a ___________ examination of the passenger baggage to a rigorous inspection. 

A. inchoate 

B. meticulous 

C. specious  

D. cursory  

E. rummaging 

 
3.  Scientists, recently, have created a (i)___________ lens made of a layer of gold instead of 

glass. The (ii)___________ lens focuses incoming light by relying on minutely tiny antennae, 
as opposed to the phenomenon of refraction, as a glass lens does. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. revolutionary D. visible 

B. banal E. microscopic 

C. conventional F. gigantic 

 
4.  The members of the parliamentary committee had such strong, (i)___________ views that 

even after several meetings they could not reach a (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. radical D. conundrum 

B. divergent E. consensus 

C. eclectic F. resolution 
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5.  A highly intelligent person often thinks (i)___________; a few snippets of information can 
trigger a (ii)___________ conclusion that might not stand up to closer, and (iii)___________, 
scrutiny.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. too deeply D. firm G. slower 

B. too warily E. labored H. precipitous 

C. too quickly F. hasty I. overt 

 
6.  Biological clocks are of such (i)___________ adaptive value to living organisms, that we 

would expect most organisms to (ii)___________ them, and, indeed, we find that such clocks 
are virtually (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. meager D. eschew G. unknown  

B. ambivalent E. possess H. ubiquitous  

C. unambiguous F. select I. compulsory 

 
For Question Numbers 7 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning.  
 
7.  Although it does contain some pioneering ideas, one would hardly characterize the work as 

___________. 

A. orthodox 

B. eccentric 

C. trifling 

D. original  

E. conventional 

F. innovative 

 
8.  Many of the pioneering American writers were confronted with the choice of striving for 

originality or emulating the masters of the old world with ___________ skill.  

A. consummate 

B. accomplished  

C. pecuniary 

D. sustained 

E. foolish 

F. individual  
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9.  Having designed the museum to suit his own quirky aesthetics, the building's architect 
thought it ___________ that the local Indian community understood the building's 
architectural style to be Moroccan while most local Moroccans referred to it as Indian. 

A. inexplicable 

B. unsurprising 

C. immaterial  

D. curious 

E. inconsequential  

F. paradoxical  

  
10.  As a teacher of creative writing, Marcie demanded that her students give off their best; 

likewise, her own fiction was often subjected to ___________ analysis by those same 
students. 

A. scrupulous 

B. equitable 

C. reverent 

D. spiteful 

E. malicious 

F. rigorous 
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SET TWO 
 
For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Noting the murder victim's flaccid musculature and pear-like figure, she deduced that the 

unfortunate fellow had earned his living in some ___________ occupation. 

A. treacherous 

B. prestigious 

C. ill-paying 

D. illegitimate 

E. sedentary 

 

12.  Though Adam Bede is presented to us by the author as ___________ fiction, there are none 
of the life-like meanderings of the story of Amos Barton.  

A. realistic 

B. romantic 

C. imaginative 

D. educational 

E. entertaining 

 

13.  During translation, many of the powerful (i)___________ from the previous language are lost. 
Rather than improving the message, most translations (ii)___________ the process of 
making texts cross language barriers. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. romanticism D. exacerbate 

B. profundity E. compromise 

C. nuances  F. remove 

 
14.  John’s final essay covered the works of such (i)___________ figures in American Literature 

as Poe and Emerson, comparing them to the less obviously (ii)___________ works of Donna 
Tart. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. established D. well- known 

B. esoteric E. canonical 

C. counterrevolutionary F. nuanced 
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15.  Rudolf Laban, a brilliant dance theorist who (i)___________ a method for analyzing human 
movement, studied the movement of individuals in relation to the space through which they 
move. Laban’s ideas not only (ii)___________ much of modern European dance but also 
influenced early (iii)___________ studies as he later turned his interest to reducing 
movement-induced fatigue in the workplace. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. obviated D. countered G. ergonomics 

B. formulated E. pre-empted H. agronomics 

C. coruscated F. informed I.  econometrics 

 
16.  Major philosophical (i)___________ about morality, identity and rationality, for example, can 

often be (ii)___________ by thought experiments: short and simple expositions that pose an 
abstract and complex problem in a concrete manner with all the (iii)___________ factors 
removed.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. certitudes D. mimicked G. pivotal 

B. dogmas E. illuminated H. inherent 

C. dilemmas  F. evoked I. extraneous  

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  As we go to the press, Greece is ___________ on the brink, yet again it seems, of defaulting on 

its massive debts, with predictions and fears of local, regional, and ultimately global consequences. 

A. stressed 

B. poised 

C. officious 

D. hovering 

E. preoccupied 

F. prescience 

 
18.  The vegetation at Stone Mountain, the best known of the large rock masses known as 

monadnocks, is far from ___________, having been decimated by hiking traffic. 

A. blighted 

B. endangered 

C. picturesque 

D. pristine 

E. undisturbed 

F. vulnerable 
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19.  Richard, who at the outset believed one only needed time to write a great novel, was 
constantly assailed by misgivings, and before completing even the first chapter, he 
abandoned what he had come to deem a (n) ___________ enterprise. 

A. idealistic  

B. unworthy  

C. illusory 

D. notable 

E. ill-fated 

F. quixotic 

 
20.  Brutus is often held up as the embodiment of ___________ yet, while it is true that he 

deceived his friend, Julius Caesar, one must not forget that Caesar had become a danger to 
both himself and the Republic. 

A. wisdom 

B. prudence 

C. treachery 

D. selflessness 

E. perfidy 

F. cowardice 
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SET THREE 
 
For Question Numbers 21 to 26, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
21.  We live in a ___________ age; everyone thinks that maximizing pleasure is the point of life. 

A. ubiquitous 

B. propitious 

C. sporadic 

D. corrupt 

E. hedonistic 

 
22.  The discovery that, friction excluded, all bodies fall at the same rate is so simple to state and 

to grasp that there is a tendency to ___________ its significance. 

A. underrate 

B. control 

C. reassess 

D. praise 

E. eliminate 

 
23.  The ultimate objective of the Environmental Protection Agency is to (i)___________ the 

nation's environmental laws. A policy of strict enforcement furthers that objective by 
conveying to regulated governments and businesses the clear message that their 
environmental obligations (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. formulate policy for D. are ever-evolving 

B. advocate for E. should be taken seriously 

C. gain compliance with F. are not too burdensome 

 
24.  His (i)___________ with money was disguised by his air of propriety, especially as this 

behavior often encompassed impressive generosity. But in the long run (ii)___________ 
concerning his eventual ruin proved correct. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. temerity D. recidivisms 

B. profligacy E. corroborations 

C. prudence F. prognostications 
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25.  Having displayed his art collection in a vast modernist white space in an/an (i)___________ 
former warehouse, Mr. Saatchi has chosen for his new site its polar opposite, a riverside 
monument that once housed the local government. There is nothing (ii)___________ about 
the new location: the building’s design is bureaucratic baroque, a(n) (iii)___________ style 
that is as declamatory as a task force report or a campaign speech.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. unprepossessing D. atavistic G. understated 

B. decadent E. unpretentious H. ascetic 

C. claustrophobic F. ornamental I. grandiose 

 
26.  When the (i)___________ weather forced us to stay indoors, we resorted to (ii)___________ 

board games to pass the time. Anything, however (iii)___________, was better in our present 
troubled state of mind than sitting in silence.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. congenial D. inane G. time-consuming 

B. restorative E. exhilarating H. vacuous 

C. inclement F. challenging I. versatile 

 
For Question Numbers 27 to 30, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 

27.  When faced with an urgent problem for which there is no immediately obvious solution, we 
tend to welcome any suggestion, however ___________, that might throw light on the 
dilemma. 

A. unusual 

B. hackneyed 

C. tentative 

D. outrageous 

E. illuminating 

F. flimsy 

 
28.  The last candidate interviewed conducted herself with commendable ___________ even 

when badgered with questions that had drawn unseemly outbursts from all the other 
interviewees. 

A. pertinacity 

B. adroitness 

C. alacrity 

D. decorum 

E. propriety 

F. presence of mind 
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29.  In showing the shocking images of depravity and degradation, the curators of the art museum 
said that the importance of historical accuracy outweighed the danger of encouraging 
___________. 

A. prurience 

B. avarice 

C. vandalism 

D. voyeurism 

E. outrage 

F. torture 

 
30.  Blood vessels in the skin and extremities constrict, while those in the brain, heart and lungs 

dilate, ___________ blood to the places that count. 

A. delegating 

B. shunting 

C. bleeding 

D. compressing 

E. relegating 

F. diverting  
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SET FOUR 
 
For Question Numbers 31 to 36, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
31.  A judicious biography is an equitable representation that depicts both the strengths and the 

weaknesses of the subject, avoiding the two extremes of ___________ and indictment.  

A. vindication 

B. critique 

C. censure 

D. eulogy  

E. manuscript 

 
32.  Homo sapiens, the proud splitter of the atom, inventor of the electronic computer, 

(i)___________ of the genetic code may be humbled by a lowly (ii)___________ of the 
sewers and soils - the microbe. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. designer D. creation 

B. author E. denizen 

C. decipherer F. rodent 

 

33.  Before his marriage, the Duke had led an austere existence and now regarded the affectionate, 
somewhat (i)___________ behavior of his young wife as simply (ii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. restrained D. delightful 

B. frivolous E. sublime 

C. ungainly F. puerile 

 
34.  We were not fooled by his (i)___________ arguments; his plan was (ii)___________. That 

even he was (iii)___________ by his own reasoning was apparent from his unenthusiastic 
demeanor. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. specious D. obviously untenable G. duped 

B. cogent E. clearly brilliant H. persuaded 

C. labyrinthine F. cunningly contrived I. unconvinced 
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35.  All the truly outstanding breakthroughs in this area have come from historians who have been 
willing to adopt innovative techniques and pursue (i)___________ lines of inquiry. Yet we 
should not (ii)___________ the more (iii)___________ research, which, after all, has given 
us the solid core of our knowledge of this important era.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. conservative D. applaud G. mundane  

B. unorthodox E. decry  H. convergent 

C. hidebound F. acknowledge I. moribund  

  
36.  A debut novelist often rejected by publishers has described how he was (i)___________ 

when he found out he had been short-listed for the world’s most prestigious literary prize. Yet, 
this did nothing for him, as publishers remain skeptical about him who is notorious for writing 
(ii)___________ stories while living in a (iii)___________ society.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. crying D. lascivious G. immoral 

B. sadistic E. didactic H. puritanical 

C. dumbfounded  F. charismatic I. heretical 

 
For Question Numbers 37 to 40, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
37.  It is not good either to forget the questions that philosophy asks, or to persuade ourselves 

that we have found ___________ answers to them.  

A. indubitable  

B. ironical 

C. irrational  

D. irrefutable 

E. interactive 

F. fallacious 

 

38.  Some classics in literature can hold our interest to the very last page, but others serve as a 
___________, to be kept handy at a bedside table.  

A. reference 

B. soporific 

C. reminder 

D. pleasure 

E. resource 

F. hypnagogue 
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39.  The new institute provides intensive postgraduate teaching to a wide range of students, in 
the hope that these students will use their knowledge to boost the country's ___________ 
economy. 

A. languishing 

B. emerging 

C. flagging  

D. domestic 

E. bankrupt 

F. booming  

  
40.  To the layman, a philosopher who attempts to elucidate a complex moral dilemma by reducing it 

to a simple yet apparently ridiculous test case seems rather to ___________ the issue. 

A. ridicule 

B. obfuscate 

C. over-simplify 

D. denigrate 

E. becloud 

F. attenuate 
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Answer Key – Home Assignment 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 C 

Q.2 D 

Q.3 A, E 

Q.4 B, E 

Q.5 C, F, G 

Q.6 C, E, H 

Q.7 D, F 

Q.8 A, B 

Q.9 C, E 

Q.10 A, F 

Q.11 E  

Q.12 A 

Q.13 C, D 

Q.14 A, E 

Q.15 B, F, G 

Q.16 C, E, I 

Q.17 B, D 

Q.18 D, E 

Q.19 A, F 

Q.20 C, E 

Q. No Answer 

Q.21 E 

Q.22 A 

Q.23 C, E 

Q.24 B, F 

Q.25 A, E, I 

Q.26 C, D, H 

Q.27 C, F 

Q.28 D, E 

Q.29 A, D 

Q.30 B, F 

Q.31 D 

Q.32 C, E 

Q.33 B, F 

Q.34 A, D, I 

Q.35 B, E, G 

Q.36 C, D, H 

Q.37 A, D 

Q.38 B, F 

Q.39 A, C 

Q.40 B, E 
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Reading Comprehension 1 
 

 

KEY STEPS TO UNDERSTAND A PASSAGE 

- How to make a Thought Flow: 

 

MAIN IDEA / SUMMARY OF A PASSAGE 

- Which of the following statements best summarizes the main idea of the passage? 

- The main point of the passage is that: 

- The given passage can be most accurately summarized as: 

- Which of the following best states the main point / idea of the passage?  

 

PRIMARY PURPOSE OF A PASSAGE 

- The primary purpose of the passage is to: 

- The author of the passage is primarily / chiefly concerned with: 

- The primary function of the passage as a whole is to: 

- Which of the following best describes the passage? 

 

TITLE OF A PASSAGE 

- Which of the following most suitably provides a title for the passage? 

- Which of the following is the most appropriate title for the passage, based on its content? 

 

CONTENT & ORGANISATION OF A PASSAGE 

- Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage? 

- Which of the following most accurately describes the structure of the passage? 

- The author presents the content in the passage as: 

 

TONE / ATTITUDE OF THE AUTHOR 

- Which of the following statements best describes the author’s attitude towards “X”? 

- The author’s attitude about “X” can be best described as: 

- The tone of the author can be best described as: 

 

VOCAB IN CONTEXT OF THE PASSAGE 

- In the context in which it appears, “X” most nearly means: 

- “X” – as given in the passage – is most likely to mean: 

- What does “X” mean in the context of the passage? 

 

“For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply.” 

 

“Select the sentence from the passages which ---------” 
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Directions: Each passage in this group is followed by questions based on its content. After reading 

a passage, choose the best answer to each question. Answer all questions following a passage on 

the basis of what is stated or implied in that passage. 

PASSAGE 1 

In his 1976 study of slavery in the United States, Herbert Gutman, like Fogel, Engerman, and 

Genovese, has rightly stressed the slaves' achievements. But unlike these historians, Gutman gives 

plantation owners little credit for these achievements. Rather, Gutman argues that one must look to 

the Black family and the slaves' extended kinship system to understand how crucial achievements, 

such as the maintenance of a cultural heritage and the development of a communal consciousness, 

were possible. His findings compel attention.  

Gutman recreates the family and extended kinship structure mainly through an ingenious use of 

what any historian should draw upon, quantifiable data, derived in this case mostly from plantation 

birth registers. He also uses accounts of ex-slaves to probe the human reality behind his statistics. 

These sources indicate that the two-parent household predominated in slave quarters just as it did 

among freed slaves after emancipation. Although Gutman admits that forced separation by sale was 

frequent, he shows that the slaves' preference, revealed most clearly on plantations where sale was 

infrequent, was very much for stable monogamy.  

In less conclusive fashion Fogel, Engerman, and Genovese had already indicated the predominance 

of two-parent households; however, only Gutman emphasizes the preference for stable monogamy 

and points out what stable monogamy meant for the slaves' cultural heritage. Gutman argues 

convincingly that the stability of the Black family encouraged the transmission of – and so was crucial 

in sustaining – the Black heritage of folklore, music, and religious expression from one generation 

to another, a heritage that slaves were continually fashioning out of their African and American 

experiences. 

Gutman's examination of other facets of kinship also produces important findings. Gutman discovers 

that cousins rarely married, an exogamous tendency that contrasted sharply with the endogamy 

practiced by the plantation owners. This preference for exogamy, Gutman suggests, may have 

derived from West African rules governing marriage, which, though they differed from one tribal 

group to another, all involved some kind of prohibition against unions with close kin. This taboo 

against cousins' marrying is important, argues Gutman, because it is one of many indications of a 

strong awareness among slaves of an extended kinship network.  

The fact that distantly related kin would care for children separated from their families also suggests 

this awareness. When blood relationships were few, as in newly created plantations in the 

Southwest, "fictive" kinship arrangements took their place until a new pattern of consanguinity 

developed. Gutman presents convincing evidence that this extended kinship structure – which he 

believes developed by the mid-to-late eighteenth century - provided the foundations for the strong 

communal consciousness that existed among slaves. 

In sum, Gutman's study is significant because it offers a closely reasoned and original explanation 

of some of the slaves' achievements, one that correctly emphasizes the resources that slaves 

themselves possessed. 
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For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q1.  Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage? 

 (A)  The author compares and contrasts the work of several historians and then discusses 
areas for possible new research. 

 (B)  The author presents his thesis, draws on the work of several historians for evidence to 
support his thesis, and concludes by reiterating his thesis. 

 (C)  The author describes some features of a historical study and then uses those features 
to put forth his own argument. 

 (D)  The author summarizes a historical study, examines two main arguments from the 
study, and then shows how the arguments are potentially in conflict with one another. 

 (E)  The author presents the general argument of a historical study, describes the study in 
more detail, and concludes with a brief judgment of the study's value. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Q2.  Which of the following is the most appropriate title for the passage, based on its content? 

 (A)  The Influence of Herbert Gutman on Historians of Slavery in the United States 

 (B)  Gutman's Explanation of How Slaves Could Maintain a Cultural Heritage and Develop 
a Communal Consciousness 

 (C)  Slavery in the United States: New Controversy About an Old Subject 

 (D)  The Black Heritage of Folklore, Music, and Religious Expression: Its Growing Influence 

 (E)  The Black Family & Extended Kinship Structure: How They Were Important for Freed 
Slaves 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 
Q3.  According to the passage, Fogel, Engerman, Genovese, and Gutman have all done which of 

the following? 

 (A)  Discounted the influence of plantation owners on slaves' achievements. 

 (B)  Emphasized the achievements of slaves. 

 (C)  Pointed out the prevalence of the two-parent household among slaves. 
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Q4.  Which of the following statements about the formation of the Black heritage of folklore, music, 
and religious expression is best supported by the information presented in the passage? 

 (A)  The heritage was formed primarily out of the experiences of those slaves who attempted 
to preserve the stability of their families. 

 (B)  The heritage was not formed out of the experiences of those slaves who married their 
cousins. 

 (C)  The heritage was formed more out of the African than the American experiences of 
slaves. 

 (D)  The heritage was not formed out of the experiences of only a single generation of slaves. 

 (E)  The heritage was formed primarily out of slaves' experiences of interdependence on 
newly created plantations in the Southwest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Q5.  According to the passage, all of the following are true of the West African rules governing 

marriage mentioned in the italicized sentence “This preference for exogamy… unions with 
close kin” EXCEPT: 

 (A)  The rules were derived from rules governing fictive kinship arrangements. 

 (B)  The rules forbade marriages between close kin. 

 (C)  The rules are mentioned in Herbert Gutman's study. 

 (D)  The rules were not uniform in all respects from one West African tribe to another. 

 (E)  The rules have been considered to be a possible source of slaves' marriage 
preferences. 

 
 
 
 
 
Q6.  In the context in which it appears, “consanguinity” most nearly means - 

 (A)  empathy for similar tribes 

 (B)  marriage with close kin 

 (C)  marriage outside bloodline 

 (D)  being related by blood 

 (E)  emancipation from slavery 
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Q7.  With which of the following statements regarding the resources that historians ought to use 
would the author of the passage be most likely to agree? 

 (A)  Historians ought to make use of written rather than oral accounts. 

 (B)  Historians should rely primarily on birth registers. 

 (C)  Historians should rely exclusively on data that can be quantified. 

 (D)  Historians ought to make use of data that can be quantified. 

 (E)  Historians ought to draw on earlier historical research but in order to refute it. 

 
 
 
 
 
Q8.  Select the sentence in the second paragraph, which indicates the slaves’ preference for a 

uniformity in their family structure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q9.  Which of the following statements concerning the marriage practices of plantation owners 

during the period of Black slavery in the United States can most logically be inferred from the 
information in the passage? 

 (A)  These practices began to alter sometime around the mid eighteenth century. 

 (B)  These practices varied markedly from one region of the country to another. 

 (C) Plantation owners usually based their choice of marriage partners on economic 
considerations. 

 (D)  Plantation owners often married earlier than slaves. 

 (E)  Plantation owners often married their cousins. 
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PASSAGE 2 

The common belief of some linguists that each language is a perfect vehicle for the thoughts of the 

nation speaking it is in some ways the exact counterpart of the conviction of the Manchester school 

of economics that supply and demand will regulate everything for the best. Just as economists were 

blind to the numerous cases in which the law of supply and demand left actual wants unsatisfied, 

so also many linguists are deaf to those instances in which the very nature of a language calls forth 

misunderstandings in everyday conversation, and in which, consequently, a word has to be modified 

or defined in order to present the idea intended by the speaker: "He took his stick – no, not John's, 

but his own." No language is perfect, and if we admit this truth, we must also admit that it is not 

unreasonable to investigate the relative merits of different languages or of different details in 

languages. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q10.  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A)  analyze an interesting feature of the English language 

 (B)  refute a belief held by some linguists 

 (C)  show that economic theory is relevant to linguistic study 

 (D)  illustrate the confusion that can result from the improper use of language 

 (E)  suggest a way in which languages can be made more nearly perfect 

 
 
 
 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q11.  The misunderstanding presented by the author in the highlighted sentence is similar to which 
of the following? 

 (A)  X uses the word "you" to refer to a group, but Y thinks that X is referring to one person 
only. 

 (B)  X mistakenly uses the word "anomaly" to refer to a typical example, but Y knows that 
"anomaly" means "exception." 

 (C)  X uses the word "bachelor" to mean "unmarried man," but Y mistakenly thinks that 
bachelor means "unmarried woman." 

 
 
 
Q12.  In presenting the argument, the author does all of the following EXCEPT 

 (A)  give an example 

 (B)  draw a conclusion 

 (C)  make a generalization 

 (D)  make a comparison 

 (E)  present a paradox 
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Q13.  Which of the following contributes to the misunderstanding described by the author in the 
highlighted sentence? 

 (A)  It is unclear whom the speaker of the sentence is addressing. 

 (B)  It is unclear to whom the word "his" refers the first time it is used. 

 (C)  It is unclear to whom the word "his" refers the second time it is used. 

 (D)  The meaning of "took" is ambiguous. 

 (E)  It is unclear to whom "He" refers. 
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PASSAGE 3 
 

The 1960's witnessed two profound social movements: the civil rights movement and the movement 

protesting the war in Vietnam. Although they overlapped in time, they were largely distinct. For a 

brief moment in 1967, however, it appeared that the two movements might unite under the 

leadership of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

King's role in the antiwar movement appears to require little explanation, since he was the foremost 

advocate of nonviolence of his time. But King's stance on the Vietnam War cannot be explained in 

terms of pacifism alone. After all, he was something of a late comer to the antiwar movement, even 

though by 1965 he was convinced that the role of the United States in the war was indefensible. 

Why then the two years that passed before he translated his private misgivings into public dissent? 

Perhaps he believed that he could not criticize American foreign policy without endangering the 

support for civil rights that he had won from the federal government. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q14.  According to the passage, the delay referred to in sentence “After all… indefensible” is 
perhaps attributable to which of the following? 

 (A)  King's ambivalence concerning the role of the United States in the war in Vietnam 

 (B)  King's attempts to consolidate support for his leadership within the civil rights movement 

 (C)  King's desire to keep the leadership of the civil rights movement distinct from that of the 
antiwar movement 

 (D)  King's desire to draw support for the civil rights movement from the leadership of the 
antiwar movement 

 (E)  King's reluctance to jeopardize federal support for the civil rights movement 

 
 
 
 
Q15.  Select the sentence from the passage that indicates the author’s assumption about Martin 

Luther King Jr’s possible reason for delaying support to the antiwar movement. 
 
 
 
Q16.  In the context in which it appears, “endanger” could mean all of the following EXCEPT 

 (A)  imperil 

 (B)  compromise 

 (C)  jeopardize 

 (D)  sabotage 

 (E)  annihilate 
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Q17.  Which of the following best describes the passage? 

 (A)  It discusses an apparent inconsistency and suggests a reason for it. 

 (B)  It outlines a sequence of historical events. 

 (C)  It shows why a commonly held view is inaccurate. 

 (D)  It evaluates an explanation and finally accepts that explanation. 

 (E)  It contrasts two views of an issue. 
 
 
 
 
Q18.  The author supports the claim that “King's stance on the Vietnam War cannot be explained 

in terms of pacifism alone" by implying which of the following? 

 (A)  There is little evidence that King was ever a student of pacifist doctrine. 

 (B)  King, despite pacifist sympathies, was not convinced that the policy of the federal 
government in Vietnam was wrong.  

 (C)  King's belief in nonviolence was formulated in terms of domestic policy rather than in 
terms of international issues. 

 (D)  Had King's actions been based on pacifism alone, he would have joined the antiwar 
movement earlier than he actually did. 

 (E)  Opponents of United States foreign policy within the federal government convinced King 
of their need for support. 
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PASSAGE 4 

Recently some scientists have concluded that meteorites found on Earth and long believed to have 

a Martian origin might actually have been blasted free of Mars's gravity by the impact on Mars of 

other meteorites. This conclusion has led to another question: whether meteorite impacts on Earth 

have similarly driven rocks from this planet to Mars. 

According to astronomer S.A. Phinney, kicking a rock hard enough to free it from Earth's gravity 

would require a meteorite capable of making a crater more than 60 miles across. Moreover, even if 

Earth rocks were freed by meteorite impact, Mars's orbit is much larger than Earth's, so Phinney 

estimates that the probability of these rocks hitting Mars is about one-tenth as great as that of Mars's 

rocks hitting Earth. To demonstrate this estimate, Phinney used a computer to calculate where 1,000 

abstract particles would go if ejected from Earth in random directions. He found that 17 of the 1,000 

particles would hit Mars. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q19.  The passage is primarily concerned with: 

 (A)  presenting an argument to support a particular hypothesis 

 (B)  suggesting an answer to a theoretical question 

 (C)  questioning the assumptions of a research project 

 (D)  criticizing experimental results 

 (E)  explaining the origin of certain scientific data 

 
 
 
Q20.  According to the passage, which of the following events may have initiated the process that 

led to the presence on Earth of meteorites from Mars? 

 (A)  A meteorite struck the Earth with tremendous velocity. 

 (B)  A meteorite collided with Mars. 

 (C)  Approximately 1,000 rocks were ejected from Mars. 

 (D)  The orbits of Earth and Mars brought the planets to their closest points. 

 (E)  Rocks from a meteorite impact broke free of Earth's gravity. 

 
 
 
Q21.  The passage suggests that which of the following is true concerning the probability that a 

rock, if ejected from Mars, will hit the Earth? 

 (A)  The probability is increased when particles are ejected from Mars in random directions. 

 (B)  The probability is increased by the presence of large craters on the surface of Mars. 

 (C)  The probability is decreased when Mars's orbit brings the planet close to Earth. 

 (D)  The probability is greater than the probability that a rock from Earth will hit Mars. 

 (E)  The probability is less than the probability that a rock from Earth will escape Earth's 
gravity. 
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Q22.  In the context in which it appears, “abstract” most nearly means 

 (A)  hypothetical 

 (B)  random 

 (C)  simulated 

 (D)  artificial 

 (E)  arbitrary 
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PASSAGE 5 
 
Mycorrhizal fungi infect more plants than do any other fungi and are necessary for many plants to 

thrive, but they have escaped widespread investigation until recently for two reasons. First, the 

symbiotic association is so well-balanced that the roots of host plants show no damage even when 

densely infected. Second, the fungi cannot as yet be cultivated in the absence of a living root. 

Despite these difficulties, there has been important new work that suggests that this symbiotic 

association can be harnessed to achieve more economical use of costly superphosphate fertilizer 

and to permit better exploitation of cheaper, less soluble rock phosphate. Mycorrhizal benefits are 

not limited to improved phosphate uptake in host plants. In legumes, mycorrhizal inoculation has 

increased nitrogen fixation beyond levels achieved by adding phosphate fertilizer alone. Certain 

symbiotic associations also increase the host plant's resistance to harmful root fungi. Whether this 

resistance results from exclusion of harmful fungi through competition for sites, from metabolic 

change involving antibiotic production, or from increased vigor is undetermined. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q23.  Which of the following most accurately describes the passage? 

 (A)  A description of a replicable experiment 

 (B)  A summary report of new findings 

 (C)  A recommendation for abandoning a difficult area of research 

 (D)  A refutation of an earlier hypothesis 

 (E)  A confirmation of earlier research 

 
 
 
 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 
Q24.  The level of information in the passage above is suited to the needs of  

 (A)  a researcher whose job is to identify potentially profitable areas for research and product 
development 

 (B)  a state official whose position requires her to alert farmers about possible innovations 
in farming 

 (C)  an official of a research foundation who identifies research projects for potential funding 

 

Q25.  Select the sentence from the passage that hints at difficulties surrounding the laboratory 
production of mycorrhizal fungi specimen.  
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Q26.  The passage suggests which of the following about the increased resistance to harmful root 
fungi that some plants infected with mycorrhizal fungi seem to exhibit? 

 (A)  There are at least three hypotheses that might account for the increase. 

 (B)  An explanation lies in the fact that mycorrhizal fungi increase more rapidly in number 
than harmful root fungi do. 

 (C)  The plants that show increased resistance also exhibit improved nitrogen fixation. 

 (D)  Such increases may be independent of mycorrhizal infection. 

 (E)  It is unlikely that a satisfactory explanation can be found to account for the increase. 
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Answer Key – Class Assignment 
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Q.14 E 

Q.2 B 
 Q.15 Perhaps he believed… 
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Q.3 B, C 
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Q.17 A 
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Q.7 D 
 

Passage 4 Answer 
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Q.20 B 

   Q.21 D 
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Q.11 A 
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Home Assignment 
 

Directions: Each passage in this group is followed by questions based on its content. After reading 

a passage, choose the best answer to each question. Answer all questions following a passage on 

the basis of what is stated or implied in that passage. 

PASSAGE 1 

The use of heat pumps has been held back largely by skepticism about advertisers' claims that heat 

pumps can provide as many as two units of thermal energy for each unit of electrical energy used, 

thus apparently contradicting the principle of energy conservation. 

Heat pumps circulate a fluid refrigerant that cycles alternatively from its liquid phase to its vapor 

phase in a closed loop. The refrigerant, starting as a low-temperature, low-pressure vapor, enters a 

compressor driven by an electric motor. The refrigerant leaves the compressor as a hot, dense vapor 

and flows through a heat exchanger called the condenser, which transfers heat from the refrigerant 

to a body of air. Now the refrigerant, as a high-pressure, cooled liquid, confronts a flow 

restriction which causes the pressure to drop. As the pressure falls, the refrigerant expands and 

partially vaporizes, becoming chilled. It then passes through a second heat exchanger, the 

evaporator, which transfers heat from the air to the refrigerant, reducing the temperature of this 

second body of air. Of the two heat exchangers, one is located inside, and the other one outside the 

house, so each is in contact with a different body of air: room air and outside air, respectively. 

The flow direction of refrigerant through a heat pump is controlled by valves. When the refrigerant 

flow is reversed, the heat exchangers switch function. This flow-reversal capability allows heat 

pumps either to heat or cool room air. Now. if under certain conditions a heat pump puts out more 

thermal energy than it consumes in electrical energy, has the law of energy conservation been 

challenged? No, not even remotely: the additional input of thermal energy into the circulating 

refrigerant via the evaporator accounts for the difference in the energy equation. 

Unfortunately, there is one real problem. The heating capacity of a heat pump decreases as the 

outdoor temperature falls. The drop in capacity is caused by the lessening amount of refrigerant 

mass moved through the compressor at one time. The heating capacity is analogous to this mass 

flow rate: the less the mass of refrigerant being compressed, the less the thermal load it can transfer 

through the heat-pump cycle. The volume flow rate of refrigerant vapor through the single-speed 

rotary compressor used in heat pumps is approximately constant. But cold refrigerant vapor entering 

a compressor is at lower pressure than warmer vapor. Therefore, the mass of cold refrigerant – and 

thus the thermal energy it carries – is less than if the refrigerant vapor were warmer before 

compression. 

Here, then, lies a genuine drawback of heat pumps: in extremely cold climates-where the most heat 

is needed-heat pumps are least able to supply enough heat. 
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For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
Q1.  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A)  explain the differences in the working of a heat pump when the outdoor temperature 
changes 

 (B)  contrast the heating and the cooling modes of heat pumps 

 (C)  describe heat pumps, their use, and factors affecting their use 

 (D)  advocate the more widespread use of heat pumps 

 (E)  expose extravagant claims about heat pumps as false 
 
Q2.  In the context in which it appears, “analogous” most nearly means: 

 (A)  comparable 

 (B)  proportional 

 (C)  identical 

 (D)  dependent 

 (E)  relevant 
 
Q3.  It can be inferred from the passage that, in the course of a heating season, the heating 

capacity of a heat pump is greatest when 

 (A)  heating is least essential 

 (B)  electricity rates are lowest 

 (C)  its compressor runs the fastest 

 (D)  outdoor temperatures hold steady 

 (E)  the heating demand surges 
 
Q4.  Select the sentence in the passage that clarifies why the heat pumps do not contradict the 

principle of energy conservation. 
 
Q5.  If the author's assessment of the use of heat pumps (in the first paragraph) is correct, which 

of the following best expresses the lesson that advertisers should learn from this case 
 (A)  Do not make exaggerated claims about the products you are trying to promote. 
 (B)  Focus your advertising campaign on vague analogies and veiled implications instead of 

on facts. 
 (C)  Do not use facts in your advertising that will strain the prospective client's ability to 

believe. 
 (D)  Do not assume in your advertising that the prospective clients know even the most 

elementary scientific principles. 
 (E)  Concentrate your advertising firmly on financially relevant issues such as price 

discounts and efficiency of operation 
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Q6.  The passage suggests that heat pumps would be used more widely if: 

 (A)  they could also be used as air conditioners 

 (B)  they could be moved around to supply heat where it is most needed 

 (C)  their heat output could be thermostatically controlled 

 (D)  models with truly superior cooling capacity were advertised more effectively 

 (E)  people appreciated the role of the evaporator in the energy equation 
 

Q7.  According to the passage, the role of the flow restriction (as per the highlighted sentence) in 
a heat pump is to: 

 (A)  measure accurately the flow rate of the refrigerant mass at that point 

 (B)  compress and heat the refrigerant vapor 

 (C)  exchange heat between the refrigerant and the air at that point 

 (D)  bring about the evaporation and cooling of refrigerant 

 (E)  reverse the direction of refrigerant flow when needed 
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PASSAGE 2 

Volcanic rock that forms as fluid lava chills rapidly is called pillow lava. This rapid chilling occurs 

when lava erupts directly into water (or beneath ice) or when it flows across a shoreline and into a 

body of water. While the term "pillow lava" suggests a definite shape, in fact geologists disagree. 

Some geologists argue that pillow lava is characterized by discrete, ellipsoidal masses. 

Others describe pillow lava as a tangled mass of cylindrical, interconnected flow lobes. Much of this 

controversy probably results from unwarranted extrapolations of the original configuration of pillow 

flows from two-dimensional cross sections of eroded pillows in land outcroppings. Virtually any cross 

section cut through a tangled mass of interconnected flow lobes would give the appearance of a pile 

of discrete ellipsoidal masses. Adequate three-dimensional images of intact pillows are essential for 

defining the true geometry of pillowed flows and ascertaining their mode of origin. Indeed, the term 

"pillow," itself suggestive of discrete masses, is probably a misnomer. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 
Q8.  Which of the following is a fact presented in the passage? 

 (A)  The shape of the connections between the separate, sack-like masses in pillow lava is 
unknown. 

 (B)  More accurate cross sections of pillow lava would reveal the mode of origin. 

 (C)  Water or ice is necessary for the formation of pillow lava. 

 (D)  No three-dimensional examples of intact pillows currently exist. 

 (E)  The origin of pillow lava is not yet known. 

 
Q9.  In the passage, the author is primarily interested in 

 (A)  analyzing the source of a scientific controversy 

 (B)  criticizing some geologists' methodology 

 (C)  pointing out the flaws in a geological study 

 (D)  proposing a new theory to explain existing scientific evidence 

 (E)  describing a physical phenomenon 

 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
Q10.  The author of the passage would most probably agree that the geologists mentioned (in the 

highlighted sentence) have made which of the following errors in reasoning? 

 (A)  Generalized unjustifiably from available evidence 

 (B)  Deliberately ignored existing counterevidence 

 (C)  Repeatedly failed to take new evidence into account 

 
Q11.  The author implies that the "controversy" (in the italicized sentence) might be resolved if? 

 (A)  geologists did not persist in using the term "pillow" 

 (B)  geologists did not rely on potentially misleading information 

 (C)  geologists were more willing to confer directly with one another 

 (D)  two-dimensional cross sections of eroded pillows were available 

 (E)  existing pillows in land outcroppings were not so badly eroded. 
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PASSAGE 3 
 

When the same parameters and quantitative theory are used to analyze both termite colonies and 

troops of rhesus macaques, we will have a unified science of sociobiology. Can this ever really 

happen? As my own studies have advanced, I have been increasingly impressed with the functional 

similarities between insect and vertebrate societies and less so with the structural differences that 

seem, at first glance, to constitute such an immense gulf between them. Consider for a moment 

termites and macaques. Both form cooperative groups that occupy territories. In both kinds of 

society there is a well-marked division of labor. Members of both groups communicate to each other 

hunger, alarm, hostility, caste status or rank, and reproductive status. From the specialist's point of 

view, this comparison may at first seem facile - or worse. But it is out of such deliberate 

oversimplification that the beginnings of a general theory are made. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
Q12.  Which of the following best summarizes the author's main point? 

 (A)  Oversimplified comparisons of animal societies could diminish the likelihood of 
developing a unified science of sociobiology. 

 (B)  Understanding the ways in which animals as different as termites and rhesus macaques 
resemble each other requires training in both biology and sociology. 

 (C)  Most animals organize themselves into societies that exhibit patterns of group behavior 
similar to those of human societies. 

 (D)  Animals as different as termites and rhesus macaques follow certain similar and 
predictable patterns of behavior. 

 (E)  A study of the similarities between insect and vertebrate societies could provide the basis 
for a unified science of sociobiology. 

Q13.  The author's attitude toward the possibility of a unified theory in sociobiology is best described 
as which of the following? 

(A)  Guarded optimism 

(B)  Unqualified enthusiasm 

(C)  Objective indifference 

(D)  Resignation 

(E)  Dissatisfaction 

 
Q14.  In the context in which it appears, “facile” can mean all of the following except: 

(A)  superficial 

(B)  simplistic 

(C)  glib 

(D)  jejune 

(E)  apocryphal 

 
Q15.   Select the sentence in the passage that highlights the importance of comparing functional 

similarities despite vast structural differences between insects and vertebrates to form unified 
science of sociobiology. 
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PASSAGE 4 

It has been known for many decades that the appearance of sunspots is roughly periodic, with an 

average cycle of eleven years. Moreover, the incidence of solar flares and the flux of solar cosmic 

rays, ultraviolet radiation, and x-radiation all vary directly with the sunspot cycle. But after more than 

a century of investigation, the relation of these and other phenomena, known collectively as the 

solar-activity cycle, to terrestrial weather and climate remains unclear. For example, the sunspot 

cycle and the allied magnetic-polarity cycle have been linked to periodicities discerned in records of 

such variables as rainfall, temperature, and winds. Invariably, however, the relation is weak, and 

commonly of dubious statistical significance. 

Effects of solar variability over longer terms have also been sought. The absence of recorded 

sunspot activity in the notes kept by European observers in the late seventeenth and early 

eighteenth centuries has led some scholars to postulate a brief cessation of sunspot activity at that 

time (a period called the Maunder minimum). The Maunder minimum has been linked to a span of 

unusual cold in Europe extending from the sixteenth to the early nineteenth centuries. 

The reality of the Maunder minimum has yet to be established, however, especially since the records 

that Chinese naked-eye observers of solar activity made at that time appear to contradict it. 

Scientists have also sought evidence of long-term solar periodicities by examining indirect 

climatological data, such as fossil records of the thickness of ancient tree rings. These studies, 

however, failed to link unequivocally terrestrial climate and the solar-activity cycle, or even to confirm 

the cycle's past existence. 

If consistent and reliable geological or archaeological evidence tracing the solar-activity cycle in the 

distant past could be found, it might also resolve an important issue in solar physics: how to model 

solar activity. Currently, there are two models of solar activity. The first supposes that the Sun's 

internal motions (caused by rotation and convection) interact with its large-scale magnetic field to 

produce a dynamo, a device in which mechanical energy is converted into the energy of magnetic 

field. In short, the Sun's large-scale magnetic field is taken to be self-sustaining, so that the solar-

activity cycle it drives would be maintained with little overall change for perhaps billions of years.  

The alternative explanation supposes that the Sun's large-scale magnetic field is a remnant of the 

field the Sun acquired when it formed and is not sustained against decay. In this model, the solar 

mechanism dependent on the Sun's magnetic field runs down more quickly. Thus, the 

characteristics of the solar-activity cycle could be expected to change over a long period of time. 

Modern solar observations span too short a time to reveal whether present cyclical solar activity is 

a long-lived feature of the Sun, or merely a transient phenomenon. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q16.  The author focuses primarily on  

 (A)  presenting two competing scientific theories concerning solar activity and evaluating 
geological evidence often cited to support them 

 (B)  giving a brief overview of some recent scientific developments in solar physics and 
assessing their impact on future climatological research 

 (C)  discussing the difficulties involved in linking terrestrial phenomena with solar activity and 
indicating how resolving that issue could have an impact on our understanding of solar 
physics 

 (D)  pointing out the futility of a certain line of scientific inquiry into the terrestrial effects of 
solar activity and recommending its abandonment in favor of purely physics-oriented 
research 

 (E)  outlining the specific reasons why a problem in solar physics has not yet been solved 
and faulting the overly theoretical approach of modern physicists 

 
Q17.  Which of the following statements about the two models of solar activity, as they are described 

in the lines - “Currently there are… transient phenomenon” - is accurate? 

 (A)  In both models, cyclical solar activity is regarded as a long-lived feature of the Sun, 
persisting with little change over billions of years. 

 (B)  In both models, the solar-activity cycle is hypothesized as being dependent on the large-
scale solar magnetic field. 

 (C)  In one model, the Sun's magnetic field is thought to play a role in causing solar activity, 
whereas in the other model, it is not. 

 (D)  In one model, solar activity is presumed to be unrelated to terrestrial phenomena, 
whereas in the other model, solar activity is thought to have observable effects on the 
Earth. 

 (E)  In one model, cycles of solar activity with periodicities longer than a few decades are 
considered to be impossible, where as in the other model, such cycles are predicted. 

 
Q18.  According to the passage, late seventeenth and early eighteenth-century Chinese records 

are important for which of the following reasons? 

 (A)  They suggest that the data on which the Maunder minimum was predicated were 
incorrect. 

 (B)  They suggest that the Maunder minimum cannot be related to climate. 

 (C)  They suggest that the Maunder minimum might be valid only for Europe. 

 (D)  They establish the existence of a span of unusually cold weather worldwide at the time 
of the Maunder minimum. 

 (E)  They establish that solar activity at the time of the Maunder minimum did not significantly 
vary from its present pattern 

 

Q19.  Select the sentence that implies that that currently available geological and archaeological 
evidence is insufficient to confirm either model of solar activity. 
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Q20.  It can be inferred from the passage that the argument in favor of the first model of solar activity 
would be strengthened if which of the following were found to be true? 

 (A)  Episodes of intense volcanic eruptions in the distant past occurred in cycles having very 
long periodicities. 

 (B)  At the present time, the global level of thunderstorm activity increases and decreases 
in cycles with periodicities of approximately 11 years. 

 (C)  In the distant past, cyclical climatic changes had periodicities of longer than 200 years. 

 (D)  In the last century, the length of the sunspot cycle has been known to vary by as much 
as 2 years, from its average periodicity of 11 years. 

 (E)  Hundreds of millions of years ago, solar activity cycles displayed the same periodicities 
as do present-day solar-activity cycles. 

 

Q21.  It can be inferred from the passage that Chinese observations of the Sun during the late 
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries 

 (A)  are ambiguous because most sunspots cannot be seen with the naked eye 

 (B)  probably were made under the same weather conditions as those made in Europe 

 (C)  are more reliable than European observations made during this period 

 (D)  record some sunspot activity during this period 

 (E)  have been employed by scientists seeking to argue that a change in solar activity 
occurred during this period 

 

 

Q22.  It can be inferred from the passage that studies attempting to use tree-ring thickness to locate 
possible links between solar periodicity and terrestrial climate are based on which of the 
following assumptions? 

 (A)  The solar-activity cycle existed in its present form during the time period in which the 
tree rings grew. 

 (B)  The biological mechanisms causing tree growth are unaffected by short-term weather 
patterns. 

 (C)  Average tree-ring thickness varies from species to species.  

 (D)  Tree-ring thicknesses reflect changes in terrestrial climate. 

 (E)  Both terrestrial climate and the solar-activity cycle randomly affect tree-ring thickness. 
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PASSAGE 5 

All of Françoise Duparc's surviving paintings blend portraiture and genre. Her subjects appear to be 

acquaintances whom she has asked to pose; she has captured both their self-consciousness and 

the spontaneity of their everyday activities, the depiction of which characterizes genre painting. But 

genre painting, especially when it portrayed members of the humblest classes, was never popular 

in eighteenth-century France. The Le Nain brothers and Georges de La Tour, who also chose such 

themes, were largely ignored. Their present high standing is due to a different, more democratic 

political climate and to different aesthetic values: we no longer require artists to provide ideal images 

of humanity for our moral edification but rather regard such idealization as a betrayal of the truth. 

Duparc gives no improving message and discreetly refrains from judging her subjects. In brief, her 

works neither elevate nor instruct. This restraint largely explains her lack of popular success during 

her lifetime, even if her talent did not go completely unrecognized by her eighteenth-century French 

contemporaries. 

 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 
Q23.  The passage implies that modern viewers are likely to value which of the following qualities 

in a painting? 

 (A)  The spontaneity of the painting 

 (B)  The moral lesson imparted by the painting 

 (C)  The degree to which the painting realistically depicts its subject 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q24.  If the history of Duparc's artistic reputation were to follow that of the Le Nain brothers and 
Georges de La Tour, present-day assessments of her work would be likely to contain which 
of the following? 

 (A)  An evaluation that accords high status to her work 

 (B)  Acknowledgement of her technical expertise but dismissal of her subject matter as trivial 

 (C)  Agreement with assessments made in her own time but acknowledgements of the 
exceptional quality of a few of her paintings 

 (D)  Placement of her among the foremost artists of her century 

 (E)  A reclassification of her work as portraiture rather than genre painting 

 

Q25.  In the context in which it appears, “betrayal” most nearly means: 

 (A)  adversity 

 (B)  promulgation 

 (C)  avowal 

 (D)  falsification 

 (E)  embarrassment 
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Q26.  The argument of the passage best supports which of the following contentions concerning 
judgments of artistic work? 

 (A)  Aesthetic judgments can be influenced by the political beliefs of those making the 
judgment. 

 (B)  Judgments of the value of an artist's work made by his or her contemporaries must be 
discounted before a true judgment can be made. 

 (C)  Modern aesthetic taste is once again moving in the direction of regarding idealistic 
painting as the most desirable form of painting. 

 (D)  In order to be highly regarded, an artist cannot be solely identified with one particular 
kind of painting. 

 (E)  Spontaneity is the most valuable quality a portrait painter can have. 

 
 

 

 

  



  

GRE Reading Comprehension 1   107 

 

PASSAGE 6 
 
Historically, a cornerstone of classical empiricism has been the notion that every true generalization 

must be confirmable by specific observations. In classical empiricism, the truth of "All balls are red," 

for example, is assessed by inspecting balls; any observation of a non-red        ball refutes 

unequivocally the proposed generalization. 

For W.V.O. Quine, however, this constitutes an overly "narrow" conception of empiricism. "All balls 

are red," he maintains, forms one strand within an entire web of statements (our knowledge); 

individual observations can be referred only to this web as a whole. As new observations are 

collected, he explains, they must be integrated into the web. Problems occur only if a contradiction 

develops between a new observation, say, "That ball is blue," and the preexisting statements. In 

that case, he argues, any statement or combination of statements (not merely the "offending" 

generalization, as in classical empiricism) can be altered to achieve the fundamental requirement, 

a system free of contradictions, even if, in some cases, the alteration consists of labeling the new 

observation a "hallucination." 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q27.  The author of the passage is primarily concerned with presenting 

 (A)  criticisms of Quine's views on the proper conceptualization of empiricism 

 (B)  evidence to support Quine's claims about the problems inherent in classical empiricism 

 (C)  an account of Quine's counterproposal to one of the traditional assumptions of classical 
empiricism 

 (D)  an overview of classical empiricism and its contributions to Quine's alternate 
understanding of empiricism 

 (E)  a history of classical empiricism and Quine's reservations about it 
 
Q28.  According to Quine’s conception of empiricism, if a new observation were to contradict some 

statement already within our system of knowledge, which of the following would be true? 

 (A)  the new observation would be rejected as untrue 

 (B)  both the observation and the statement in our system that it contradicted would be 
discarded 

 (C)  new observations would be added to our web of statements in order to expand our 
system of knowledge 

 (D)  the observation or some part of our web of statements would need to be adjusted to 
resolve the contradiction 

 (E)  an entirely new field of knowledge would be created 
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Q29.  As described in the passage, Quine's specific argument against classical empiricism would 
be most strengthened if he did which of the following? 

 (A)  Provided evidence that many observations are actually hallucinations. 

 (B)  Explained why new observations often invalidate preexisting generalizations. 

 (C)  Challenged the mechanism by which specific generalizations are derived from 
collections of particular observations. 

 (D)  Mentioned other critics of classical empiricism and the substance of their approaches. 

 (E)  Gave an example of a specific generalization that has not been invalidated despite a 
contrary observation. 

 

Q30.  It can be inferred from the passage that Quine considers classical empiricism to be “overly 
‘narrow’" for which of the following reasons? 

 (A)  Classical empiricism requires that our system of generalizations be free of 
contradictions. 

 (B)  Classical empiricism demands that in the case of a contradiction between an individual 
observation and a generalization, the generalization must be abandoned. 

 (C)  Classical empiricism asserts that every observation will either confirm an existing 
generalization or initiate a new generalization. 
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Answer Key – Home Assignment 
 

Passage 1 Answer  Passage 4 Answer 

Q.1 C 
 

Q.16 C 

Q.2 B 
 

Q.17 B 

Q.3 A 
 

Q.18 A 

Q.4 …into the circulating 
refrigerant via the evaporator 
accounts for the difference in 

the energy equation 

 Q.19 Modern solar observations 
span too short a time to 

reveal … or merely a 
transient phenomenon. 

Q.5 
C 

 Q.20 
E 

Q.6 E 
 

Q.21 D 

Q.7 D 
 

Q.22 D 

     

Passage 2 Answer  Passage 5 Answer 

Q.8 C 
 

Q.23 A, C 

Q.9 A 
 

Q.24 A 

Q.10 Only A 
 

Q.25 D 

Q.11 B 
 

Q.26 A 

     

Passage 3 Answer  Passage 6 Answer 

Q.12 E 
 

Q.27 C 

Q.13 A 
 

Q.28 D 

Q.14 E 
 

Q.29 E 

Q.15 But it is out of such deliberate 
oversimplification that the 
beginnings of a general 

theory are made. 

 

Q.30 Only B 
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Reading Comprehension 2 
 

DIRECT QUESTIONS 

- According to the passage (or author), which of the following is true? 

- The passage (or author) mentions / states / cites / asserts which of the following? 

- The passage (or author) provides information for answering which of the following questions? 

- According to the passage (or author), all of the following are true EXCEPT: 
 
INDIRECT QUESTIONS 
 
RECAP 

Main Idea and Main Purpose of Passage 

Style, Structure and Organization of Passage 

Tone or Attitude of Author 

Title of the Passage 

Vocabulary-in-Context Questions 
 
 
ADDITIONAL TYPES 
 
LOGICAL STRUCTURE 

- Which of the following best describes the function of the last paragraph? 

- The author of the passage mentions / refers / uses “___________________” in order to: 

- Which of the following best describes the relation of the second paragraph to the passage? 

- The last sentence serves primarily to: 
 
***INFERENCE OR IMPLIED 

- It can inferred from the passage that which of the following is true of ‘__________________’? 

- Which of the following statements finds support in the passage? 

- The author implies / suggests / indicates that: 

- All of the following can be logically inferred from the passage EXCEPT: 

- Which of the following options is best supported by the information in the passage? 
 
SOURCE OF PASSAGE & PROFESSION OF AUTHOR 

- The passage is most likely to be an extract from: 

- The author of the passage is most likely to be: 
 
SIMILAR LINE OF REASONING 

- Which of the following situations is most similar / analogous to “X” as described by author? 

- Most nearly parallel in its fundamental approach to “X” as described in the passage would be: 

- Which of the following would best exemplify / illustrate “X” as given in the passage? 

- The author of the passage would most likely agree / disagree to which of the following? 
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COMMON OPTION TRAPS 
 
1. Extreme Option 
 
2. Blanket Generalization 
 
3. Addition of Erroneous Data / Idea 
 
4. Omission of Key Data / Idea 
 
5. Similar Words but Distorted Meaning 
 
6. Red Herring / Distracted by an Axiom 
 
7. True but Irrelevant to the Context 
 
8. Correct Option disguised in Different Words 
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Directions: Each passage in this group is followed by questions based on its content. After reading 

a passage, choose the best answer to each question. Answer all questions following a passage on 

the basis of what is stated or implied in that passage. 

PASSAGE 1 

It is frequently assumed that the mechanization of work has a revolutionary effect on the lives of the 

people who operate the new machines and on the society into which the machines have been 

introduced. For example, it has been suggested that the employment of women in industry took 

them out of the household, their traditional sphere, and fundamentally altered, their position in 

society. In the nineteenth century, when women began to enter factories, Jules Simon, a French 

politician, warned that by doing so, women would give up their femininity. Friedrich Engels, however, 

predicted that women would be liberated from the "social, legal, and economic subordination" of the 

family by technological developments that made possible the recruitment of "the whole female sex 

... into public industry." Observers thus differed concerning the social desirability of mechanization's 

effects, but they agreed that it would transform women's lives. 

Historians, particularly those investigating the history of women, now seriously question this 

assumption of transforming power. They conclude that such dramatic technological innovations as 

the spinning jenny, the sewing machine, the typewriter, and the vacuum cleaner have not resulted 

in equally dramatic social changes in women's economic position or in the prevailing evaluation of 

women's work. The employment of young women in textile mills during the Industrial Revolution was 

largely an extension of an older pattern of employment of young, single women as domestics. It was 

not the change in office technology, but rather the separation of secretarial work, previously seen 

as an apprenticeship for beginning managers, from administrative work that in the 1880's created a 

new class of "dead-end" jobs, thenceforth considered "women's work." The increase in the numbers 

of married women employed outside the home in the twentieth century had less to do with the 

mechanization of housework and an increase in leisure time for these women than it did with their 

own economic necessity and with high marriage rates that shrank the available pool of single women 

workers, previously, in many cases, the only women employers would hire. 

Women's work has changed considerably in the past 200 years, moving from the household to the 

office or the factory, and later becoming mostly white-collar instead of blue-collar work. 

Fundamentally, however, the conditions under which women work have changed little since before 

the Industrial Revolution: the segregation of occupations by gender, lower pay for women as a 

group, jobs that require relatively low levels of skill and offer women little opportunity for-

advancement all persist, while women's household labor remains demanding. Recent historical 

investigation has led to a major revision of the notion that technology is always inherently 

revolutionary in its effects on society. Mechanization may even have slowed any change in the 

traditional position 'of women both in the labor market and in the home. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q1.  Which of the following statements best summarizes the main idea of the passage? 

 (A)  The effects of the mechanization of women's work have not borne out the frequently 
held assumption that new technology is inherently revolutionary. 

 (B)  Recent studies have shown that mechanization revolutionizes a society's traditional 
values and the customary roles of its members. 

 (C)  Mechanization has caused the nature of women's work to change since the Industrial 
Revolution. 

 (D)  The mechanization of work creates whole new classes of jobs that did not previously 
exist. 

 (E)  The mechanization of women's work, while extremely revolutionary in its effects, has 
not, on the whole, had the deleterious effects that some critics had feared 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q2.  The author mentions which of the following inventions as an example(s) of dramatic 
technological innovations 

 (A)  sewing machine  

 (B)  vacuum cleaner 

 (C)  typewriter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q3.  It can be inferred from the passage that, before the Industrial Revolution, the majority of 

women's work was done in which of the following settings? 

 (A)  Textile mills  

 (B)  Private households 

 (C)  Offices  

 (D)  Factories  

 (E)  Small shops 
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Q4.  It can be inferred from the passage that the author would consider which of the following to 
be an indication of a fundamental alteration in the conditions of women's work? 

 (A)  Statistics showing that the majority of women now occupy white-collar positions 

 (B)  Interviews with married men indicating that they are now doing some household tasks 

 (C)  Surveys of the labor market documenting the recent creation of a new class of jobs in 
electronics in which women workers outnumber men four to one 

 (D)  Census results showing that working women's wages and salaries are, on the average, 
as high as those of working men 

 (E)  Enrollment figures from universities demonstrating that increasing numbers of young 
women are choosing to continue their education beyond the undergraduate level 

 

 
 
 
 
Q5.  The passage states that, before the twentieth century, which of the following was true of many 

employers? 

 (A)  They did not employ women in factories. 

 (B)  They tended to employ single rather than married women. 

 (C)  They employed women in only those jobs related to women's traditional household 
work. 

 (D)  They resisted technological innovations that would radically change women's familial 
roles. 

 (E)  They hired women only when qualified men were not available to fill the open positions. 

 
 
 
 
 
Q6.  It can be inferred from the passage that the author most probably believes which of the 

following to be true concerning those historians who study the history of women? 

 (A)  Their work provides insights important to those examining social phenomena affecting 
the lives of both sexes. 

 (B)  Their work can only be used cautiously by scholars in other disciplines. 

 (C)  Because they concentrate only on the role of women in the workplace, they draw more 
reliable conclusions than do other historians. 

 (D)  While highly interesting, their work has not had an impact on most historians' current 
assumptions concerning the revolutionary effect of technology in the workplace. 

 (E)  They oppose the further mechanization of work, which, according to their findings, tends 
to perpetuate existing inequalities in society. 
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Q7.  Which of the following best describes the function of the concluding sentence of the passage? 

 (A)  It sums up the general points concerning the mechanization of work made in the 
passage as a whole. 

 (B)  It draws a conclusion concerning the effects of the mechanization of work which goes 
beyond the evidence presented in the passage as a whole. 

 (C)  It restates the point concerning technology made in the sentence immediately preceding 
it. 

 (D)  It qualifies the author's agreement with scholars who argue for a major revision in the 
assessment of the impact of mechanization on society. 

 (E)  It suggests a compromise between two seemingly contradictory views concerning the 
effects of mechanization on society. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Q8.  The author’s attitude about ‘the revolutionary effect of the mechanization of work’ can be best 

described as: 

 (A)  Laudatory 

 (B)  Ambivalent 

 (C)  Nonchalant 

 (D)  Irreverent 

 (E)  Dismissive 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q9.  Select the sentence from the passage that indicates the true reason for a shift in the marital 

status of the female workforce. 
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PASSAGE 2 

The dark regions in the starry night sky are not pockets in the universe that are devoid of stars as 

had long been thought. Rather, they are dark because of interstellar dust that hides the stars behind 

it. Although its visual effect is conspicuous, dust is only a minor constituent of the material, 

extremely low in density, that lies between the stars. Dust accounts for about one percent of the 

total mass of interstellar matter. The rest is hydrogen and helium gas, with small amounts of other 

elements. The interstellar material, rather like terrestrial clouds, comes in all shapes and sizes. The 

average density of interstellar material in the vicinity of our Sun is 1,000 to 10,000 times less than 

the best terrestrial laboratory vacuum. It is only because of the enormous interstellar distances that 

so little material per unit of volume becomes so significant. Optical astronomy is most directly 

affected, for although interstellar gas is perfectly transparent, the dust is not. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q10.  According to the passage, which of the following is a direct perceptual consequence of 

interstellar dust 

 (A)  Some stars are rendered invisible to observers on Earth. 

 (B)  Many visible stars are made to seem brighter than they really are. 

 (C)  The presence of hydrogen and helium gas is revealed. 

 (D)  The night sky appears dusty at all times to observers on Earth. 

 (E)  The dust is conspicuously visible against a background of bright stars 

 
 
 
 
Q11.  It can be inferred from the passage that the density of interstellar material is 

 (A)  higher where distances between the stars are shorter 

 (B)  equal to that of interstellar dust 

 (C)  unusually low in the vicinity of our Sun 

 (D)  independent of the incidence of gaseous components 

 (E)  not homogeneous throughout interstellar space 

 
 
 
 
Q12.  It can be inferred from the passage that it is because space is so vast that 

 (A)  little of the interstellar material in it seems substantial 

 (B)  normal units of volume seem futile for measurements of density 

 (C)  stars can be far enough from Earth to be obscured even by very sparsely distributed 
matter 

 (D)  interstellar gases can, for all practical purposes, be regarded as transparent 

 (E)  optical astronomy would be of little use even if no interstellar dust existed 
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Q13.  In the context in which it appears, “conspicuous” could mean all of the following EXCEPT 

 (A)  pronounced 

 (B)  unmistakable 

 (C)  obvious 

 (D)  enigmatic 

 (E)  striking 
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PASSAGE 3 
 

Because of its accuracy in outlining the Earth's subsurface, the seismic-reflection method remains 

the most important tool in the search for petroleum reserves. In field practice, a subsurface is 

mapped by arranging a series of wave-train sources, such as small dynamite explosions, in a grid 

pattern. As each source is activated, it generates a wave train that moves downward at a speed 

determined uniquely by the rock's elastic characteristics. As rock interfaces are crossed, the elastic 

characteristics encountered generally change abruptly, which causes part of the energy to be 

reflected back to the surface, where it is recorded by seismic instruments. The seismic records must 

be processed to correct for positional differences between the source and the receiver, for unrelated 

wave trains, and for multiple reflections from the rock interfaces. Then the data acquired at each of 

the specific source locations are combined to generate a physical profile of the subsurface, which 

can eventually be used to select targets for drilling. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q14.  The passage is primarily concerned with 

 (A)  describing an important technique 

 (B)  discussing a new method 

 (C)  investigating a controversial procedure 

 (D)  announcing a significant discovery 

 (E)  promoting a novel application 

 
 
 
 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q15.  According to the passage, in the seismic-reflection method, which of the following has/have 
a significant effect on the signal detected by the seismic instruments: 

 (A)  number of sources in the grid pattern 

 (B)  nature of the reflectivity of the rock interfaces 

 (C)  properties of rocks through which the wave train has traveled 
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Q16.  It can be inferred from the passage that the seismic-reflection method would be likely to yield 
an inaccurate physical profile of the subsurface in which of the following circumstances? 

 (A)  If the speed at which the wave train moved downward changed 

 (B)  If the receiver were not positioned directly at the wave-train source 

 (C)  If the rock on one side of a rock interface had similar elastic characteristics to those of 
the rock on the other side 

 (D)  If the seismic records obtained for the different sources in a grid were highly similar to 
each other 

 (E)  If there were no petroleum deposits beneath the area defined by the grid of wave-train 
sources 

 
 
 
Q17.  Select the sentence from the passage that indicates the requisite backend process to be 

undertaken before a physical profile of the subsurface can be generated. 
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PASSAGE 4 

 
(This passage is excerpted from an article that was published in 1982.) 

Warm-blooded animals have elaborate physiological controls to maintain constant body temperature 

(in humans, 37° C). Why then during sickness should temperature rise, apparently increasing stress 

on the infected organism? It has long been known that the level of serum iron in animals falls during 

infection. Garibaldi first suggested a relationship between fever and iron. He found that microbial 

synthesis of siderophores – substances that bind iron – in bacteria of the genus Salmonella dwindled 

at environmental temperatures above 37° C and stopped at 40.3° C. Thus, fever would make it more 

difficult for an infecting bacterium to acquire iron and thus to multiply. Cold-blooded animals were 

used to test this hypothesis because their body temperature can be controlled in the laboratory. 

Kluger reported that of Iguanas infected with the potentially    lethal bacterium A. hydrophilia, more 

survived at temperatures of 42° C than at 37° C, even though healthy animals prefer the lower 

temperature. When animals at 42° C were injected with an iron solution, however, mortality rates 

increased significantly. Research to determine whether similar phenomena occur in warm-blooded 

animals is sorely needed. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q18.  The passage is primarily concerned with attempts to determine: 

 (A)  the role of siderophores in the synthesis of serum iron 

 (B)  new treatments for infections that are caused by A. hydrophilia 

 (C)  the function of fever in warm-blooded animals 

 (D)  the mechanisms that ensure constant body temperature 

 (E)  iron utilization in cold-blooded animals 
 
 
 
Q19.  According to the passage, Garibaldi determined which of the following? 

 (A)  That serum iron is produced through microbial synthesis 

 (B)  That microbial synthesis of siderophores in warm-blooded animals is more efficient at 
higher temperatures 

 (C)  That only iron bound to other substances can be used by bacteria 

 (D)  That there is a relationship between the synthesis of siderophores in bacteria of the 
genus Salmonella and environmental temperature 

 (E)  That bacteria of the genus Salmonella require iron as a nutrient. 
 
 
 
Q20.  Select the sentence from the passage that implies that the body temperature of warm-

blooded animals cannot be easily controlled artificially.  
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Q21.  If it were to be determined that "similar phenomena occur in warm-blooded animals" 
(highlighted), which of the following, assuming each is possible, is likely to be the most 
effective treatment for warm-blooded animals with bacterial infections? 

 (A)  Administering a medication that lowers the animals' body temperature 

 (B)  Injecting the animals with an iron solution 

 (C)  Administering a medication that makes serum iron unavailable to bacteria 

 (D)  Providing the animals with reduced-iron diets 

 (E)  Keeping the animals in an environment with temperatures higher than 37° C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q22.  In the context in which it appears, “dwindled” most nearly means: 

 (A)  controlled 

 (B)  aggravated 

 (C)  decreased 

 (D)  increased 

 (E)  exacerbated 
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PASSAGE 5 
 
The belief that art originates in intuitive rather than rational faculties was worked out historically and 

philosophically in the somewhat wearisome volumes of Benedetto Croce, who is usually considered 

the originator of a new aesthetic. Croce was, in fact, expressing a very old idea. Long before the 

Romantics stressed intuition and self-expression, the frenzy of inspiration was regarded as 

fundamental to art, but philosophers had always assumed it must be controlled by law and by the 

intellectual power of putting things into harmonious order. This general philosophic concept of art 

was supported by technical necessities. It was necessary to master certain laws and to use intellect 

in order to build Gothic cathedrals or set up the stained-glass windows of Chartres. When this 

bracing element of craftsmanship ceased to dominate artists outlook, new technical elements had 

to be adopted to maintain the intellectual element in art. Such were linear perspective and anatomy. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q23.  The passage suggests that which of the following would most likely have occurred if linear 

perspective and anatomy had not come to influence artistic endeavor? 

 (A)  The craftsmanship that shaped Gothic architecture would have continued to dominate 
artists' outlooks. 

 (B)  Some other technical elements would have been adopted to discipline artistic 
inspiration. 

 (C)  Intellectual control over artistic inspiration would not have influenced painting as it did 
architecture. 

 (D)  The role of intuitive inspiration would not have remained fundamental to theories of 
artistic creation. 

 (E)  The assumptions of aesthetic philosophers before Croce would have been invalidated. 

 
 
 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 
Q24.  The passage supplies information for answering which of the following questions 

 (A)  Are the intellectual and intuitive faculties harmoniously balanced in post-Romantic art? 

 (B)  Are the effects of the rational control of artistic inspiration evident in the great works of 
pre-Romantic eras? 

 (C)  Was the artistic craftsmanship displayed in Gothic cathedrals also an element in 
paintings of this period? 
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Q25.  The passage implies that which of the following was a traditional assumption of aesthetic 
philosophers? 

 (A)  Intellectual elements in art exert a necessary control over artistic inspiration. 

 (B)  Architecture has never again reached the artistic greatness of the Gothic cathedrals. 

 (C)  Aesthetic philosophy is determined by the technical necessities of art. 

 (D)  Artistic craftsmanship is more important in architectural art than in pictorial art. 

 (E)  Paintings lacked the intellectual element before the invention of linear perspective and 
anatomy. 

 

 

Q26.  The author mentions "linear perspective and anatomy" in the last sentence in order to do 
which of the following? 

 (A)  Expand his argument to include painting as well as architecture. 

 (B)  Indicate his disagreement with Croce's theory of the origins of art. 

 (C)  Support his point that rational order of some kind has often seemed to discipline artistic 
inspiration. 

 (D)  Explain the rational elements in Gothic painting that corresponded to craftsmanship in 
Gothic architecture. 

 (E)  Show the increasing sophistication of artists after the Gothic period. 
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Answer Key – Class Assignment 

 

Passage 1 Answer  Passage 3 Answer 

Q.1 A 
 

Q.14 A 

Q.2 A, B, C 
 

Q.15 B, C 

Q.3 B 
 

Q.16 C 

Q.4 D 
 Q.17 The seismic records… from 

the rock interfaces. 

Q.5 B 
 

  

Q.6 A 
 

Passage 4 Answer 

Q.7 B 
 

Q.18 C 

Q.8 E 
 

Q.19 D 

Q.9 The increase in the 
numbers… employers would 

hire 

 Q.20 Cold-blooded animals were 
used… controlled in the 

laboratory. 

   Q.21 C 

Passage 2 Answer  Q.22 C 

Q.10 A 
 

  

Q.11 E 
 

Passage 5 Answer 

Q.12 C 
 

Q.23 B 

Q.13 D 
 

Q.24 B 

  
 

Q.25 A 

   Q.26 C 
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Home Assignment 
 
Directions: Each passage in this group is followed by questions based on its content. After reading 

a passage, choose the best answer to each question. Answer all questions following a passage on 

the basis of what is stated or implied in that passage. 

PASSAGE 1 

Until recently astronomers have been puzzled by the fate of red giant and supergiant stars. When 

the core of a giant star whose mass surpasses 1.4 times the present mass of our Sun (M) exhausts 

its nuclear fuel, it is unable to support its own weight and collapses into a tiny neutron star. The 

gravitational energy released during this implosion of the core blows off the remainder of the star in 

a gigantic explosion, or a supernova. Since around 50 percent of all stars are believed to begin their 

lives with masses greater than 1.4 M, we might expect that one out of every two stars would die as 

a supernova. But in fact, only one star in thirty dies such a violent death. The rest expire much more 

peacefully as planetary nebulas. Apparently most massive stars manage to lose sufficient material 

that their masses drop below the critical value of 1.4 M before they exhaust their nuclear fuel. 

Evidence supporting this view comes from observations of IRC + 10216, a pulsating giant star 

located 700 light-years away from Earth. A huge rate of mass loss (1 M every 10,000 years) has 

been deduced from infrared observations of ammonia (NH3) molecules located in the circumstellar 

cloud around IRC + 10216. Recent microwave observations of carbon monoxide (CO) molecules 

indicate a similar rate of mass loss and demonstrate that the escaping material extends outward 

from the star for a distance of at least one light-year. Because we know the size of the cloud around 

IRC + 10216 and can use our observations of either NH3 or CO to measure the outflow velocity, we 

can calculate an age for the circumstellar cloud. IRC + 10216 has apparently expelled, in the form 

of molecules and dust grains, a mass equal to that of our entire Sun within the past ten thousand 

years. This implies that some stars can shed huge amounts of matter very quickly and thus may 

never expire as supernovas. Theoretical models as well as statistics on supernovas and planetary 

nebulas suggest that stars that begin their lives with masses around 6 M shed sufficient material to 

drop below the critical value of 1.4 M. IRC + 10216, for example, should do this in a mere 50,000 

years from its birth, only an instant in the life of a star. 

But what place does IRC + 10216 have in stellar evolution? Astronomers suggest that stars like IRC 

+ 10216 are actually "protoplanetary nebulas" - old, giant stars whose dense cores have almost but 

not quite rid themselves of the fluffy envelopes of gas around them. Once the star has lost the entire 

envelope, its exposed core becomes the central star of the planetary nebula and heats and ionizes 

the last vestiges of the envelope as it flows away into space. This configuration is a full-fledged 

planetary nebula, long familiar to optical astronomers. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q1.  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A)  offer a method of calculating the age of circum-stellar clouds 

 (B)  describe the conditions that result in a star's expiring as a supernova 

 (C)  discuss new evidence concerning the composition of planetary nebulas 

 (D)  explain why fewer stars than predicted expire as supernovas 

 (E)  survey conflicting theories concerning the composition of circum-stellar clouds 

 
Q2.  The passage implies that at the beginning of the life of IRC + 10216, its mass was 

approximately 

 (A)  7.0 M 

 (B)  6.0 M 

 (C)  5.0 M 

 (D)  1.4 M 

 (E)  1.0 M 

 
Q3.  Which “view” is referred to in the opening sentence of the second paragraph? 

 (A)  reconcile seemingly contradictory facts 

 (B)  undermine a previously held theory 

 (C)  take into account data previously held to be insignificant 

 (D)  resolve a controversy 

 (E)  question new methods of gathering data 

 
Q4.  It can be inferred from the passage that the author assumes which of the following in the 

discussion of the rate at which IRC + 10216 loses mass? 

 (A)  The circumstellar cloud surrounding IRC + 10216 consists only of CO and NH3 
molecules. 

 (B)  The circumstellar cloud surrounding IRC + 10216 consists of material expelled from that 
star. 

 (C)  The age of a star is equal to that of its circumstellar cloud. 

 (D)  The rate at which IRC + 10216 loses mass varies significantly from year to year. 

 (E)  Stars with a mass greater than 6 M lose mass faster than stars with a mass less than 6 
M 
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Q5.  According to information provided by the passage, which of the following stars would 
astronomers most likely describe as a planetary nebula? 

 (A)  A star that began its life with a mass of 5.5 M, has exhausted its nuclear fuel, and has 
a core that is visible to astronomers 

 (B)  A star that began its life with a mass of 6 M, lost mass at a rate of 1 M per 10,000 years, 
and exhausted its nuclear fuel in 40,000 years 

 (C)  A star that has exhausted its nuclear fuel, has a mass of 1.2 M, and is surrounded by a 
circumstellar cloud that obscures its core from view 

 (D)  A star that began its life with a mass greater than 6 M, has just recently exhausted its 
nuclear fuel, and is in the process of releasing massive amounts of gravitational energy 

 (E)  A star that began its life with a mass of 5.5 M, has yet to exhaust its nuclear fuel, and 
exhibits a rate of mass loss similar to that of IRC + 10216 

 

Q6.  Which of the statements would be most likely to follow the last sentence of the passage? 

 (A)  Supernovas are not necessarily the greatest events that astronomers have observed. 

 (B)  Apparently, stars that have a mass of greater than 6 M are somewhat rare. 

 (C)  Recent studies of CO and NH3 in the circumstellar clouds of stars similar to IRC + 10216 
have led astronomers to believe that the formation of planetary nebulas precedes the 
development of supernovas. 

 (D)  It appears, then, that IRC + 10216 actually represents an intermediate step in the 
evolution of a giant star into a planetary nebula. 

 (E)  Astronomers have yet to develop a consistently accurate method for measuring the rate 
at which a star exhausts its nuclear fuel. 

 
Q7.  Which of the following titles best summarizes the content of the passage? 

 (A)  New Methods of Calculating the Age of Circumstellar Clouds 

 (B)  New Evidence Concerning the Composition of Planetary Nebulas 

 (C)  Protoplanetary Nebula: A Rarely Observed Phenomenon 

 (D)  Planetary Nebulas: An Enigma to Astronomers 

 (E)  The Diminution of a Star's Mass: A Crucial Factor in Stellar Evolution 
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PASSAGE 2 

Zooplankton, tiny animals adapted to an existence in the ocean, have evolved clever mechanisms 

for obtaining their food, miniscule phytoplankton (plant plankton). A very specialized feeding 

adaptation in zooplankton is that of the tadpolelike appendicularian who lives in a walnut-sized (or 

smaller) balloon of mucus equipped with filters that capture and concentrate phytoplankton. The 

balloon, a transparent structure that varies in design according to the type of appendicularian 

inhabiting it, also protects the animal and helps to keep it afloat. Water containing phytoplankton is 

pumped by the appendicularian's muscular tail into the balloon's incurrent filters, passes through the 

feeding filter where the appendicularian sucks the food into its mouth, and then goes through an exit 

passage. Found in all the oceans of the world, including the Arctic Ocean, appendicularians tend to 

remain near the water's surface where the density of phytoplankton is greatest. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 
Q8.  It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following is true of appendicularians? 

 (A)  They are exclusively carnivorous. 

 (B)  They have more than one method of obtaining food. 

 (C)  They can tolerate frigid water. 

 (D)  They can disguise themselves by secreting mucus. 

 (E)  They are more sensitive to light than are other zooplankton 

 

Q9.  The author is primarily concerned with 

 (A)  explaining how appendicularians obtain food 

 (B)  examining the flotation methods of appendicularians 

 (C)  mapping the distribution of appendicularians around the world  

 (D)  describing how appendicularians differ from other zooplankton 

 (E)  comparing the various types of balloons formed by appendicularians 

 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 
Q10.  According to the passage, which of the following is descriptive of appendicularians? 

 (A)  tailed 

 (B)  vegetarian 

 (C)  single-celled 

 

Q11.  Select the sentence in the passage that suggests that the presence of appendicularians is 
guided by the concentration of their food. 
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PASSAGE 3 
 

The transplantation of organs from one individual to another normally involves two major problems: 

(1) organ rejection is likely unless the transplantation antigens of both individuals are nearly 

identical, and (2) the introduction of any unmatched transplantation antigens induces the 

development by the recipient of donor-specific lymphocytes that will produce intemperate rejection 

of further transplantations from that donor. However, we have found that among many strains of rats 

these "normal" rules of transplantation are not obeyed by liver transplants. Not only are liver 

transplants never rejected, but they even induce a state of donor-specific unresponsiveness in which 

subsequent transplants of other organs, such as skin, from that donor are accepted permanently. 

Our hypothesis is that (l) many strains of rats simply cannot mount a sufficiently vigorous destructive 

immune-response (using lymphocytes) to outstrip the liver's relatively great capacity to protect itself 

from immune-response damage and that (2) the systemic unresponsiveness observed is due to 

concentration of the recipient's donor-specific lymphocytes at the site of the liver transplant. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
Q12.  The primary purpose of the passage is to treat the accepted generalizations about organ 

transplantation in which of the following ways? 

 (A)  Explicate their main features 

 (B)  Suggest an alternative to them 

 (C)  Examine their virtues and limitations 

 (D)  Criticize the major evidence used to support them 

 (E)  Present findings that qualify them 
 
 

Q13.  In the context in which it appears, “intemperate” could mean all of the following EXCEPT: 

 (A)  violent 

 (B)  intense 

 (C)  anticipated 

 (D)  extreme 

 (E)  fierce 
 
Q14.  According to the hypothesis of the author, after a successful liver transplant, the reason that 

rats do not reject further transplants of other organs from the same donor is that the? 

 (A)  transplantation antigens of the donor and the recipient become matched 

 (B)  lymphocytes of the recipient are weakened by the activity of the transplanted liver 

 (C)  subsequently transplanted organ is able to repair the damage caused by the recipient's 
immune-response reaction 

 (D)  transplanted liver continues to be the primary locus for the recipient's immune-response 
reaction 

 (E)  recipient is unable to manufacture the lymphocytes necessary for the immune-response 
reaction 
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For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 
Q15.  Which of the following new findings about strains of rats that do not normally reject liver 

transplants, if true, would support the authors' hypothesis? 

 (A)  Increasing the strength of the recipient's immune-response reaction can induce liver-
transplant rejection. 

 (B)  Organs from any other donor can be transplanted without rejection after liver 
transplantation. 

 (C)  Preventing lymphocytes from being concentrated at the liver transplant produces 
acceptance of skin transplants. 
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PASSAGE 4 

A "scientistic" view of language was dominant among philosophers and linguists who affected to 

develop a scientific analysis of human thought and behavior in the early part of this century. Under 

the force of this view, it was perhaps inevitable that the art of rhetoric should pass from the status 

of being regarded as of questionable worth (because although it might be both a source of pleasure 

and a means to urge people to right action, it might also be a means to distort truth and a source of 

misguided action) to the status of being wholly condemned.  

If people are regarded only as machines guided by logic, as they were by these "scientistic" thinkers, 

rhetoric is likely to be held in low regard; for the most obvious truth about rhetoric is that it speaks 

to the whole person. It presents its arguments first to the person as a rational being, because 

persuasive discourse, if honestly conceived, always has a basis in reasoning. Logical argument is 

the plot, as it were, of any speech or essay that is respectfully intended to persuade people. Yet it 

is a characterizing feature of rhetoric that it goes beyond this and appeals to the parts of our nature 

that are involved in feeling, desiring, acting, and suffering.  

It recalls relevant instances of the emotional reactions of people to circumstances – real or fictional 

– that are similar to our own circumstances. Such is the purpose of both historical accounts and 

fables in persuasive discourse: they indicate literally or symbolically how people may react 

emotionally, with hope or fear, to particular circumstances. A speech attempting to persuade people 

can achieve little unless it takes into account the aspect of their being related to such hopes and 

fears. Rhetoric, then, is addressed to human beings living at particular times and in particular places. 

From the point of view of rhetoric, we are not merely logical thinking machines, creatures abstracted 

from time and space. The study of rhetoric should therefore be considered the most humanistic of 

the humanities since rhetoric is not directed only to our rational selves. It takes into account what 

the "scientistic" view leaves out.  

If it is a weakness to harbor feelings, then rhetoric may be thought of as dealing in weakness. But 

those who reject the idea of rhetoric because they believe it deals in lies and who at the same time 

hope to move people to action, must either be liars themselves or be very naive; pure logic bas n 

ever been a motivating force unless it has been subordinated to human purposes, feelings, and 

desires, and thereby ceased to be pure logic. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q16.  According to the passage, to reject rhetoric and still hope to' persuade people is 

 (A)   an aim of most speakers and writers 

 (B)  an indication either of dishonesty or of credulity 

 (C)  a way of displaying distrust of the audience's motives 

 (D)  a characteristic of most humanistic discourse 

 (E)  a way of avoiding excessively abstract reasoning 
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Q17.  It can be inferred from the passage that in the late nineteenth century rhetoric was regarded 

 (A)  as the only necessary element of persuasive discourse 

 (B)  as a dubious art in at least two ways 

 (C)  as an outmoded and tedious amplification of logic 

 (D)  as an open offense to the rational mind 

 (E)  as the most important of the humanistic studies 

 

Q18.  The passage suggests that the disparagement of rhetoric by some people can be traced to 
their 

 (A)  reaction against science 

 (B)  lack of training in logic 

 (C)  desire to persuade people as completely as possible 

 (D)  misunderstanding of the use of the term "scientistic" 

 (E)  view of human motivation 

 

Q19.  The passage suggests that a speech that attempts to persuade people to act is likely to fail if 
it does NOT 

 (A)  distort the truth a little to make it more acceptable to the audience 

 (B)  appeal to the self-interest as well as the humanitarianism of the audience 

 (C)  address listeners' emotions as well as their intellects 

 (D)  concede the logic of other points of view 

 (E)  show how an immediately desirable action is consistent with timeless principles 

 

Q20.  Select the sentence in the passage that indicates how Rhetoric does more than a mere 
Logical Argument. 

 
 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 
Q21.  Which of the following persuasive devices is used in the passage? 

 (A)  Evaluative or judgmental words 

 (B)  The repetition of key ideas and expressions 

 (C)  An analogy that seeks to explain logical argument 

 

Q22.  Which of the following best states the author's main point about logical argument?? 

 (A)  It is a sterile, abstract discipline, of little use in real life. 

 (B)  It is an essential element of persuasive discourse, but only one such element. 

 (C)  It is an important means of persuading people to act against their desires. 

 (D)  It is the' lowest order of discourse because it is the least imaginative. 

 (E)  It is essential to persuasive discourse because it deals with universal truths. 
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PASSAGE 5 

Scholars often fail to see that music played an important role in the preservation of African culture 

in the United States. They correctly note that slavery stripped some cultural elements from Black 

people – their political and economic systems – but they underestimate the significance of music in 

sustaining other African cultural values. African music, unlike the music of some other cultures, was 

based on a total vision of life in which music was not an isolated social domain. In African culture 

music was pervasive, serving not only religion, but all phases of life, including birth, death, work, 

and play. The methods that a community devises to perpetuate itself come into being to preserve 

aspects of the cultural legacy that that community perceives as essential. Music, like art in general, 

was so inextricably a part of African culture that it became a crucial means of preserving the culture 

during and after the dislocations of slavery. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q23.  The passage implies that modern viewers are likely to value which of the following qualities 

in a painting? 

 (A)  The spontaneity of the painting 

 (B)  The moral lesson imparted by the painting 

 (C)  The degree to which the painting realistically depicts its subject 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q24.  According to the author, scholars would err in drawing which of the following conclusions? 

 (A)  Slavery stripped the slaves of their political and economic systems. 

 (B)  African music was similar to all other traditions of music in that it originated in a total 
vision of life. 

 (C)  Music was a crucial part of the African cultural legacy. 

 

Q25.  Which of the following statements concerning the function of African music can be inferred 
from the passage? 

 (A)  It preserved cultural values because it was thoroughly integrated into the lives of the 
people. 

 (B)  It was more, important in the development of African religious life than in other areas of 
culture. 

 (C)  It was developed in response to the loss of political and economic systems. 

 (D)  Its pervasiveness in African culture hindered its effectiveness in minimizing the impact 
of slavery. 

 (E)  Its isolation from the economic domains of life enabled it to survive the destructive 
impact of slavery. 

 

Q26.  Select the sentence in the passage that indicates why different cultures might choose 
different tools to preserve their cultural legacy. 

 



  

GRE Reading Comprehension 2   134 

 

PASSAGE 6 
 
If a supernova (the explosion of a massive star) triggered star formation from dense clouds of gas 

and dust, and if the most massive star to be formed from the cloud evolved into a supernova and 

triggered a new round of star formation, and so on, then a chain of star-forming regions would result. 

If many such chains were created in a differentially rotating galaxy, the distribution of stars would 

resemble the observed distribution in a spiral galaxy. This line of reasoning underlies an exciting 

new theory of spiral-galaxy structure. A computer simulation based on this theory has reproduced 

the appearance of many spiral galaxies without assuming an underlying density wave, the hallmark 

of the most widely accepted theory of the large-scale structure of spiral galaxies. That theory 

maintains that a density wave of spiral form sweeps through the central plane of a galaxy, 

compressing clouds of gas and dust, which collapse into stars that form a spiral pattern. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q27.  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A)  describe what results when a supernova triggers the creation of chains of star-forming 
regions 

 (B)  propose a modification in the most widely accepted theory of spiral-galaxy structure 

 (C)  compare and contrast the roles of clouds of gas and dust in two theories of spiral-galaxy 
structure 

 (D)  describe a new theory of spiral-galaxy structure and contrast it with the most widely 
accepted theory 

 (E)  describe a new theory of spiral-galaxy structure and discuss a reason why it is inferior 
to the most widely accepted theory 

 
Q28.  The passage implies that, according to the new theory of spiral-galaxy structure, a spiral 

galaxy can be created by supernovas when the supernovas are 

 (A)  producing an underlying density wave 

 (B)  affected by a density wave of spiral form 

 (C)  distributed in a spiral pattern 

 (D)  located in the central plane of a galaxy 

 (E)  located in a differentially rotating galaxy 

 

Q29.  Which of the following, if true, would most discredit the new theory given in the passage? 

 (A)  The exact mechanism by which a star becomes a supernova is not yet completely 
known and may even differ for different stars. 

 (B)  Chains of star-forming regions like those postulated in the new theory have been 
observed in the vicinity of dense clouds of gas and dust. 

 (C)  The most massive stars formed from supernova explosions are unlikely to evolve into 
supernovas. 

 (D)  Computer simulations of supernovas provide a poor picture of what occurs just before 
a supernova explosion. 

 (E)  A density wave cannot compress clouds of gas & dust to a density high enough to create 
a star. 
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Q30.  The author's tone toward the new theory of spiral-galaxy structure can best be described as 

 (A)  euphoric  

 (B)  enthusiastic  

 (C)  concerned 

 (D)  critical  

 (E)  disputatious 

 

Q31.  In the context in which it appears, “hallmark” most nearly means: 

 (A)  attribute 

 (B)  culmination 

 (C)  drawback 

 (D)  climax 

 (E)  copyright 
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Answer Key – Home Assignment 
 

 

Passage 1 Answer  Passage 4 Answer 

Q.1 D 
 

Q.16 B 

Q.2 B 
 

Q.17 B 

Q.3 A 
 

Q.18 E 

Q.4 B 
 

Q.19 C 

Q.5 A 

 Q.20 … goes beyond this and 
appeals to the parts of our 
nature … feeling, desiring, 

acting, and suffering 

Q.6 D 
 

Q.21 A, B, C 

Q.7 E 
 

Q.22 B 

     

Passage 2 Answer  Passage 5 Answer 

Q.8 C 
 

Q.23 C 

Q.9 A 
 

Q.24 Only B 

Q.10 A, B 
 

Q.25 A 

Q.11 …appendicularians tend to 
remain near the water's 

surface where the density of 
phytoplankton is greatest. 

 Q.26 … to preserve aspects of the 
cultural legacy that that 
community perceives as 

essential. 

     

Passage 3 Answer  Passage 6 Answer 

Q.12 E 
 

Q.27 D 

Q.13 C 
 

Q.28 E 

Q.14 D 
 

Q.29 C 

Q.15 Only A 
 

Q.30 B 

   
Q.31 A 
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Critical Reasoning 1 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Critical Reasoning questions measure your skills in making an argument, evaluating an argument, 

and formulating a plan of action. The questions are based on materials drawn from a variety of 

sources. You don’t need to be familiar with the subject matter to answer correctly. 

You will read a short passage and then answer a question related to the argument. For example, 

you may be asked to identify an answer choice that strengthens (or weakens) an argument, draw 

an inference or conclusion from the short passage, or complete the argument. 

Be certain you understand the statement or set of statements on which a question is based. 

Specifically, you will look for what is factual, what claims can be substantiated; and what is not said, 

but necessarily follows from what is said. 

If a question is based on an argument, identify which part of the argument is its conclusion. It’s not 

necessarily at the end of the passage. It may appear somewhere in the middle, or even at the 

beginning. Determine exactly what the question is asking. Read the question first, so you know what 

to look for. Make sure that you read all the answer choices carefully before choosing one. 

INSPIRUS “RIPE” STRATEGY for Critical Reasoning Questions: 

 Read the Question Stem and ascertain what will be the objective for the question. 

 Identify the key components of the passage, which are relevant for the question. 

 Predict an answer that can fit the requirement of the question in the context of the passage.  

 Eliminate the options that are irrelevant or do not match with the predicted answer. 

 
Warmup Question: 
 
Q. Nursing homes range from three to five stories in height. If a nursing-home room is above the 

first floor, it has a fire escape. 
 If the above statements are true, which of the following must also be true? 

 (A) First-floor rooms in nursing homes do not have fire escapes. 

 (B) Fire escapes are allowed but not required for first-floor rooms in nursing homes. 

 (C) Some nursing homes have no fire escapes. 

 (D) Not all nursing homes have proper fire escapes. 

 (E) Second-floor rooms in nursing homes have fire escapes. 
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WHAT IS A CRITICAL REASONING ARGUMENT? 

A Critical Reasoning (CR) argument is usually structured into facts (also sometimes referred to as 
premises) and a conclusion. It is important that you are able to identify the parts of an argument. 
Your job is never to question the facts of the argument. 

 
PREMISE 

 A premise is information used by the author to support some claim or conclusion. 

 Can be a fact or a third-party opinion; can be a description, historical information, statistical or 
numerical data, or a comparison of things. 

 Often signalled by words or phrases such as because of, since, due to, as a result of… 

 All arguments contain at least one premise. 
 
CONCLUSION 

 A conclusion represents the author’s main opinion or claim; can be in the form of a prediction, 
a judgment of quality or merit, or a statement of causality. 

 Is supported by at least one premise. 

 Often signalled by words such as therefore, thus, so, consequently… 

 Most (though not all) arguments contain a conclusion. 
 
BACKGROUND 

 Provides context to help understand the core. 

 Almost always fact-based; can be in almost any form: historical information, numerical or other 
data, descriptions of plans or ideas, definitions of words or concepts, and so on. 

 
COUNTER-POINT 

 Opposes or goes against the author’s conclusion in some way. 

 Often signalled by transition words such as however, yet, but… 
 
Identify the components in the following argument: 

The expansion of the runways at the Bay City Airport will allow for larger planes to travel to and from 
Bay City. These new planes will create a large amount of noise, a nuisance for residents who live 
near the airport. However, many of the residents in this neighbourhood work in construction, and 
the contract to expand the runways has been awarded to a local construction company. Thus, the 
expansion of the runways will lead to an increased quality of life for the residents of this 
neighbourhood. 
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FIND THE CONCLUSION 

 
Q1.  In a study, infant monkeys given a choice between two surrogate mothers - a bare wire 

structure equipped with a milk bottle, or a soft, suede-covered wire structure equipped with a 
milk bottle- unhesitatingly chose the latter. When given a choice between a bare wire structure 
equipped with a milk bottle and a soft, suede-covered wire structure lacking a milk bottle, they 
unhesitatingly chose the former. 
 Which one of the following conclusions can be most suitably drawn from the above 
passage? 

 (A) Infant monkeys' desire for warmth and comfort is nearly as strong as their desire for 
food. 

 (B) For infant monkeys, suede is a less convincing substitute for their mother's touch than 
animal fur would be. 

 (C) For infant monkeys, a milk bottle is a less convincing substitute for their mother's teat 
than suede is for their mother's touch. 

 (D) For infant monkeys, a milk bottle is an equally convincing substitute for their mother's 
teat as suede is for their mother's touch. 

 (E) Infant monkeys' desire for food is stronger than their desire for warmth and comfort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q2.  Journalist: A free marketplace of ideas ensures that all ideas get a fair hearing. Even ideas 

tainted with prejudice and malice can prompt beneficial outcomes. In most countries, 
however, the government is responsible for over half the information released to the public 
through all media. For this reason, the power of governments over information needs to be 
curtailed. Everyone grants that governments should not suppress free expression, yet 
governments continue to construct near monopolies on the publication and dissemination of 
enormous amounts of information. 
 Which of the following most accurately expresses the conclusion of the journalist’s 
argument? 

 (A) The freedom of the marketplace of ideas is in jeopardy. 
 (B) Preserving a free marketplace of ideas is important. 
 (C) The control that governments have over information needs to be reduced. 
 (D) Ideas that have malicious content or stem from questionable sources can be valuable. 
 (E) Governments have near monopolies on the dissemination of many kinds of information. 
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INFERENCE 

To infer something means to arrive at a conclusion based on certain information provided. In critical 
reasoning questions, the correct answer choice should be based entirely on the information 
provided, meaning that it should be free of any extrapolations or assumptions. 
 
COMMON QUESTION STEMS FOR CONCLUSION / INFERENCE: 

 Which of the following conclusions / assertions / inferences / statements is most strongly 
supported by the passage? 

 Which of the following must be true as per the passage? 

 Which of the following can be inferred / implied from the passage? 

 The author is arguing that… 

 The main point of the passage is that… 
 
NOTE: 

 Any statement that is inconsistent with the passage is always wrong. 

 The correct answer MUST be true, not MAY be true. 

 Elimination is the best strategy. Don’t select the correct answer. Eliminate wrong ones. 

 
Q3. Last January, in an attempt to lower the number of traffic fatalities, the state legislature passed 

its “Click It or Ticket” law. Under the new law, motorists can be pulled over and ticketed for 
not wearing their seat belts, even if an additional driving infraction has not been committed. 
Lawyers and citizens’ groups are already protesting the law, saying it unfairly infringes on the 
rights of the state’s drivers. Law enforcement groups counter these claims by stating that the 
new regulations will save countless additional lives. 

 Which of the following inferences is best supported by the passage above? 
 (A) Prior to the “Click It or Ticket” law, motorists could not be stopped simply for not wearing 

a seat belt. 
 (B) The “Click It or Ticket” law violates current search and seizure laws. 
 (C) Laws similar to “Click It or Ticket” have reduced traffic fatalities in a number of states. 
 (D) The previous seatbelt laws were ineffective in saving lives. 
 (E) Law enforcement groups, rather than citizens groups, should determine how to best 

ensure the safety of motorists. 
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Q4.  The head baker at Barry's Bagels can either purchase flour in-person from the local flour mill, 
Larry's Local Mill, or order a shipment of flour from an out-of-state mill, Isadore's Interstate 
Mill. The cost of the flour from Isadore's Interstate Mill is 10 percent less than the cost of the 
flour from Larry's Local Mill. Even after shipping and handling fees are added, it is still cheaper 
to order flour that has to be shipped from Isadore's than to buy flour locally from Larry's. 

 The statements above, if true, best support which of the following assertions? 
 (A) Production costs at Isadore's Interstate Mill are 10 percent below those at Larry's Local 

Mill. 
 (B) The shipping & handling fees for a batch of flour purchased from Isadore's Interstate 

Mill are less than 10 percent of the cost of an identical batch of flour purchased from 
Larry's Local Mill. 

 (C) Buying flour from Isadore's Interstate Mill will eliminate 10 percent of the local flour mill 
jobs. 

 (D) The shipping and handling fees for a batch of flour purchased from Isadore's Interstate 
Mill are more than 10 percent of the cost of Isadore's flour. 

 (E) Isadore's Interstate Mill produces flour 10% more efficiently than Larry's Local Mill does. 
 
 
 

 

Practice Problems 

 
Q5.  High levels of fertilizer and pesticides, needed when farmers try to produce high yields of the 

same crop year after year, pollute water supplies. Experts therefore urge farmers to diversify 
their crops and to rotate their plantings yearly. To receive governmental price-support benefits 
for a crop, farmers must have produced that same crop for the past several years. 

 The statements above, if true, best support which of the following conclusions? 
 (A) The rules for governmental support of farm prices work against efforts to reduce water 

pollution. 
 (B) The only solution to the problem of water pollution from fertilizers and pesticides is to 

take farmland out of production. 
 (C) Farmers can continue to make a profit by rotating diverse crops, thus reducing costs for 

chemicals, but not by planting the same crop each year. 
 (D) New farming techniques will be developed to make it possible for farmers to reduce the 

application of fertilizers and pesticides. 
 (E) Governmental price supports for farm products are set at levels that are not high enough 

to allow farmers to get out of debt. 
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Q6.  The number of North American children who are obese, that is who have more body fat than 
do 85 percent of North American children their age, is steadily increasing according to four 
major studies conducted over the past 15 years.  

 If the finding reported above is correct, it can be properly concluded that: 
 (A) When four major studies all produce similar results, those studies must be accurate.  
 (B) North American children have been progressively less physically active over the past 

15 years. 
 (C) The number of North American children who are not obese increased over the past 15 

years. 
 (D) Over the past 15 years, the number of underweight North American children has 

declined.  
 (E) The incidence of obesity in North American children tends to increase as they grow 

older.  
 
 
 
 
 
Q7.  There should be a ban on television commercials for prescription drugs. These commercials 

put preconceived notions in people’s heads and make them ask their doctor for a drug whose 
side effects they are not aware of. If a person needed that drug, their doctor would have 
already prescribed it to them. 

 If the statements above are true, which of the following must be true? 
 (A) Most people who visit a doctor are already aware as to which drug the doctor will most 

likely prescribe to them. 
 (B) Television commercials for prescription drugs don’t have an educational aspect to them 

in that they don’t educate the consumers about the use of various drugs. 
 (C) Pharmaceutical companies try to sell harmful drugs to consumers by using deceptive 

advertising. 
 (D) At least some people ask doctors to recommend to them medicines whose 

advertisement they have seen on television. 
 (E) At times, doctors themselves use the advertisements for prescription drugs as a source 

of information to recommend medicines to their patients. 
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ASSUMPTION 

An assumption is something that the author must believe to be true in order to draw a certain 
conclusion, but he/she does not state it in the argument. Thus, it is the missing link between the 
premise and the conclusion. As a result, it is also called the Missing Premise. The assumption itself 
might not necessarily be true in the real world.  
 
COMMON QUESTION STEMS FOR ASSUMPTION INCLUDE: 

 Assumption / Assumed / Assumes 

 Presupposition / Presupposed / Presupposes 

 Justify the conclusion… 

 Inserted as an additional premise… 

 The conclusion cannot be true unless which of the following is true? 

 The conclusion will be more properly drawn if… 
 
NOTE: 

 An Assumption is something that the author must believe to be true in order to draw his or her 
conclusion.  

 Thus, if we negate the correct Assumption, then the author’s argument will be weakened. 

 Use this strategy to choose between the two closest options in tougher questions. 

 
Q8.  To prevent some conflicts of interest, Congress could prohibit high-level government officials 

from accepting positions as lobbyists for three years after such officials leave government 
service. One such official concluded, however, that such a prohibition would be unfortunate 
because it would prevent high-level government officials from earning a livelihood for three 
years. 

  The official’s conclusion logically depends on which of the following assumptions? 
 (A) Laws should not restrict the behavior of former government officials. 
 (B) Lobbyists are typically people who have previously been high-level government officials. 
 (C) High-level government officials who leave government service are capable of earning a 

livelihood only as lobbyists. 
 (D) Low-level government officials do not become lobbyists when they leave government 

service. 
 (E) High-level government officials who leave government service are currently permitted 

to act as lobbyists for only three years. 
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Q9.  A researcher discovered that people who have low levels of immune-system activity tend to 
score much lower on tests of mental health than do people with normal or high immune-
system activity. The researcher concluded from this experiment that the immune system 
protects against mental illness as well as against physical disease.  

 The researcher’s conclusion depends on which of the following assumptions? 
 (A) High immune-system activity protects against mental illness better than normal immune- 

system activity does. 
 (B) Mental illness is similar to physical disease in its effects on body systems. 
 (C) People with high immune-system activity cannot develop mental illness. 
 (D) Mental illness does not cause people’s immune-system activity to decrease. 
 (E) Psychological treatment of mental illness is not as effective as is medical treatment. 
 
 
 
 
Q10.  When limitations were in effect on nuclear-arms testing, people tended to save more of their 

money, but when nuclear-arms testing increased, people tended to spend more of their 
money. The perceived threat of nuclear catastrophe, therefore, decreases the willingness of 
people to postpone consumption for the sake of saving money. 

 The argument above assumes that: 
 (A) The perceived threat of nuclear catastrophe has increased over the years. 
 (B) Most people supported the development of nuclear arms. 
 (C) People’s perception of the threat of nuclear catastrophe depends on the amount of 

nuclear-arms testing being done. 
 (D) The people who saved the most money when nuclear-arms testing was limited were the 

ones who supported such limitations. 
 (E) There are more consumer goods available when nuclear arms testing increases. 
 
 
 
Practice Problems 

 
Q11.  Bank depositors in the United States are all financially protected against bank failure because 

the government insures all individuals' bank deposits. An economist argues that this 
insurance is partly responsible for the high rate of bank failures, since it removes from 
depositors any financial incentive to find out whether the bank that holds their money is secure 
against failure. If depositors were more selective, then banks would need to be secure in 
order to compete for depositors' money. 

  The economist's argument makes which of the following assumptions? 
 (A) Bank failures are caused when big borrowers default on loan repayments. 
 (B) A significant proportion of depositors maintain accounts at several different banks. 
 (C) The more a depositor has to deposit, the more careful he or she tends to be in selecting 

a bank. 
 (D) The difference in the interest rates paid to depositors by different banks is not a 

significant factor in bank failures. 
 (E) Potential depositors are able to determine which banks are secure against failure. 
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Q12.  Any serious policy discussion about acceptable levels of risk in connection with explosions is 
not well served if the participants fail to use the word “explosion” and use the phrase 
“energetic disassembly” instead. In fact, the word “explosion” elicits desirable reactions, such 
as a heightened level of attention, whereas the substitute phrase does not. Therefore, of the 
two terms, “explosion” is the one that should be used throughout discussions of this sort.  

  Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument above depends? 
 (A) In the kind of discussion at issue, the advantages of desirable reactions to the term 

“explosion” outweigh the drawbacks, if any, arising from undesirable reactions to that 
term. 

 (B) The phrase “energetic disassembly” has not so far been used as a substitute for the 
word “explosion” in the kind of discussion at issue. 

 (C) In any serious policy discussion, what is said by the participants is more important than 
how it is put into words. 

 (D) The only reason that people would have for using “energetic disassembly” in place of 
“explosion” is to render impossible any serious policy discussion concerning explosions. 

 (E) The phrase “energetic disassembly” is not necessarily out of place in describing a 
controlled rather than an accidental explosion. 
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EXPLAIN OR RESOLVE THE PARADOX 

These passages consist of two seemingly contradictory facts, creating a paradox. One has to 
resolve the Paradox by choosing the most credible choice that explains both sides.  

Our task on Paradox based questions is to find an answer that resolves or fixes the discrepancy - 
that makes all of the information make sense together. In short, we are trying to find a third premise 
that will help the two Premises to make sense together. 
 
The question stems typically include terms such as  

 Resolve, Explain, 

 Reconcile, Justify, 

 Paradox, Discrepancy, Contradiction, 

 Conflict, Puzzle 
 
NOTE: 

 The arguments do not contain any conclusion but have two apparently contrary premises. 

 Options are taken as TRUE, no matter how implausible or counter-intuitive they seem. 

 
Q13.   A discount retailer of basic household necessities employs thousands of people and pays 

most of them at the minimum wage rate. Yet following a federally mandated increase of the 
minimum wage rate that increased the retailer’s operating costs considerably, the retailer’s 
profits increased markedly. 

 Which of the following, if true, most helps to resolve the apparent paradox? 
 (A) Over half of the retailer’s operating costs consist of payroll expenditures; yet only a small 

percentage of those expenditures go to pay management salaries. 
 (B) The retailer’s operating costs, other than wages, increased substantially after the 

increase in the minimum wage rate went into effect. 
 (C) The retailer’s customer base is made up primarily of people who earn, or who depend 

on the earnings of others who earn, the minimum wage. 
 (D) When the increase in the minimum wage rate went into effect, the retailer also raised 

the wage rate for employees who had been earning just above minimum wage. 
 (E) The majority of the retailer’s employees work as cashiers, and most cashiers are paid 

the minimum wage. 
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Q14.   Products sold under a brand name used to command premium prices because, in general, 
they were superior to nonbrand rival products. Technical expertise in product development 
has become so widespread, however, that special quality advantages are very hard to obtain 
these days and even harder to maintain. As a consequence, brand-name products generally 
neither offer higher quality nor sell at higher prices. Paradoxically, brand names are a bigger 
marketing advantage than ever.  

 Which of the following, if true, most helps to resolve the paradox outlined above? 
 (A) Consumers recognize that the quality of products sold under invariant brand names can 

drift over time. 
 (B) In many acquisitions of one corporation by another, the acquirer is interested more in 

acquiring the right to use certain brand names than in acquiring existing production 
facilities. 

 (C) In the days when special quality advantages were easier to obtain than they are now, it 
was also easier to get new brand names established. 

 (D) The advertising of a company’s brand-name products is at times transferred to a new 
advertising agency, especially when sales are declining. 

 (E) Brand names are taken by consumers as a guarantee of getting a product as good as 
the best rival products. 

 
 
 
 
 
Q15.  The beer industry is still very profitable, and the projections are that it will remain so. In the 

United States this year, the total amount of beer sold by breweries has increased, even 
though the number of adults who drink beer has decreased. 
 Each of the following, if true, could explain the simultaneous increase in beer sales 
and decrease in the number of adults who drink beer EXCEPT 

 (A) During this year, the number of women who have begun to drink beer is greater than 
the number of men who have quit drinking beer. 

 (B) The number of underage people who have begun to drink beer is greater than the 
number of adults who have quit drinking beer during the same period. 

 (C) During this year, the number of non-drinkers who began to drink beer is greater than 
the number of people who have quit drinking beer. 

 (D) The people who continue to drink beer consume more beer per person than they have 
earlier. 

 (E) More of the beer made in the United States this year was exported than was the case 
last year. 
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PRACTICE PROBLEMS 

 
Q16.  The average age of residents in Sunset city is well over 70 years of age and the populace is 

composed almost entirely of retirees with extremely few families that have young children. 
However, Sunset City is also known for its many boutiques that specialize in selling clothing 
for infants and toddlers. 
 Which of the following, if true, best reconciles the seeming discrepancy described 
above? 

 (A) The children’s clothing boutiques in Sunset City purchase their clothing from 
wholesalers in Sunrise City, where there are several families with small children. 

(B) The few children that do live in Sunset City do not have particularly large wardrobes. 
 (C) The residents of Sunset City spend more on healthcare than residents of nearby cities. 
 (D) The residents of Sunset City are generally wealthy and are known to spend large 

amounts of money buying gifts for their grandchildren and great grandchildren living in 
other cities. 

 (E) Sunset City is not located on a major highway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q17.  Calories consumed in excess of those with which the body needs to be provided to maintain 

its weight are normally stored as fat and the body gains weight. Alcoholic beverages are laden 
with calories. However, those people who regularly drink two or three alcoholic beverages a 
day and thus exceed the caloric intake necessary to maintain their weight don’t in general 
gain weight.  

 Which one of the following, if true, most helps to resolve the apparent discrepancy? 
 (A) Some people who regularly drink two or three alcoholic beverages a day avoid 

exceeding the caloric intake necessary to maintain their weight by decreasing caloric 
intake from other sources. 

 (B) Excess calories consumed by people who regularly drink two or three alcoholic 
beverages a day tend to be dissipated as heat. 

 (C) Some who do not drink alcoholic beverages but eat high-calorie foods do not gain 
weight. 

 (D) Many who regularly drink more than three alcoholic beverages a day do not gain weight. 
 (E) Some people who take in fewer calories than are normally necessary to maintain their 

weight do not lose weight. 
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Q18.  A milepost on the towpath read “21” on the side facing the hiker as she approached it and 
“23” on its back. She reasoned that the next milepost forward on the path would indicate that 
she was halfway between one end of the path and the other. However, the milepost one mile 
further on read “20” facing her and “24” behind. 

 Which of the following, if true, would explain the discrepancy described above? 
 (A) The numbers on the next milepost had been reversed. 
 (B) The numbers on the mileposts indicate kilometers, not miles. 
 (C) The facing numbers indicate miles to the end of the path, not miles from the beginning. 
 (D) A milepost was missing between the two the hiker encountered. 
 (E) The mileposts had originally been put in place for the use of mountain bikers, not for 

hikers. 
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Answer Key – Class Assignment 

 

Q. No Answer 

Warmup Question 

Q E 

  

Q.1 E 

Q.2 C 

Q.3 A 

Q.4 B 

Q.5 A 

Q.6 C 

Q.7 D 

Q.8 C 

Q.9 D 

Q.10 C 

Q.11 E 

Q.12 A 

Q.13 C 

Q.14 E 

Q.15 A 

Q.16 D 

Q.17 B 

Q.18 C 
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Home Assignment 
 
Q1.  Automation, the trademark of a modern economy, is essential to maximizing a country's 

economic production while minimizing its costs. Health care executives want to increase 
revenues while reducing costs. Consequently, they propose significantly greater automation 
of health care. Yet, this should be rejected. Radical automation of health care would cause 
patients to lose trust in the system as the health care they would receive would lack the in-
person care that studies show patients desire. 

 Which of the following expresses the main point of the argument? 
 (A)  Health care should not be heavily automated 
 (B)  Patients desire customized in-person care 
 (C)  Trends in the general economy do not apply to the health care industry 
 (D)  Health care executives are becoming too greedy 
 (E)  Due to economic forces, automation of health care is eventually inevitable 
 
Q2.  Large national budget deficits do not cause large trade deficits. If they did, countries with the 

largest budget deficits would also have the largest trade deficits. In fact, when deficit figures 
are adjusted so that different countries are reliably comparable to each other, there is no such 
correlation. 
 If the statements above are all true, which of the following can properly be inferred on 
the basis of them? 

 (A) Countries with large national budget deficits tend to restrict foreign trade. 
 (B) Reliable comparisons of the deficit figures of one country with those of another are 

impossible. 
 (C) Reducing a country’s national budget deficit will not necessarily result in a lowering of 

any trade deficit that country may have. 
 (D) When countries are ordered from largest to smallest in terms of population, the smallest 

countries generally have the smallest budget and trade deficits. 
 (E) Countries with the largest trade deficits never have similarly large national budget 

deficits. 
 
Q3.  United States hospitals have traditionally relied primarily on revenues from paying patients to 

offset losses from unreimbursed care. Almost all paying patients now rely on governmental 
or private health insurance to pay hospital bills. Recently, insurers have been strictly limiting 
what they pay hospitals for the care of insured patients to amounts at or below actual costs. 

 Which of the following conclusions is best supported by the information above? 
 (A) Although the advance of technology has made expensive medical procedures available 

to the wealthy, such procedures are out of the reach of low-income patients. 
 (B) If hospitals do not find ways of raising additional income for unreimbursed care, they 

must either deny some of that care or suffer losses if they give it. 
 (C) Some patients have incomes too high for eligibility for governmental health insurance 

but are unable to afford private insurance for hospital care. 
 (D) If the hospitals reduce their costs in providing care, insurance companies will maintain 

the current level of reimbursement, thereby providing more funds for unreimbursed care. 
 (E) Even though philanthropic donations have traditionally provided some support for the 

hospitals, such donations are at present declining. 
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Q4.  Army General: Military experts have learnt that positions held by units of up to 40 soldiers 
can now be held by only two soldiers equipped with new, super automatic, maximum-velocity 
weapons. Likewise, larger areas can be held by remarkably few soldiers provided with, and 
trained in the use of, new triangulating cannons and short-distance rockets. Many of the 
features of warfare that have so far required hand-to-hand combat by large number of soldiers 
may well be pursued by a small number of laser technicians at great distances. Upcoming 
research and testing should indicate how much progress we have to look forward to. 

 The information above best supports which of the following conclusions? 
 (A) Future soldiers may need considerably more training than the lengthy and expensive 

training now being given. 
 (B) It is likely that, in the near future, wars can be fought without danger to humans. 
 (C) There is increasing interest in superiority of weaponry and firepower in relation to prior 

interest in superiority of manpower. 
 (D) The increased budget necessary for such research is clearly worthwhile and should be 

appropriated. 
 (E) Military experts are becoming more interested in our soldiers ‘holding strategic 

weapons’ than in their holding strategic positions. 
 
Q5.  Meteorite explosions in the Earth’s atmosphere as large as the one that destroyed forests in 

Siberia, with approximately the force of a twelve-megaton nuclear blast, occur about once a 
century. The response of highly automated systems controlled by complex computer 
programs to unexpected circumstances is unpredictable. 
 From the above argument, which of the following conclusions can most properly be 
drawn about a highly automated nuclear-missile defence system controlled by a 
complex computer program? 

 (A) Within a century after its construction, the system would react inappropriately and might 
accidentally start a nuclear war. 

 (B) The system would be destroyed if an explosion of a large meteorite occurred in the 
Earth’s atmosphere. 

 (C) It would be impossible for the system to distinguish the explosion of a large meteorite 
from the explosion of a nuclear weapon. 

 (D) Whether the system would respond inappropriately to the explosion of a large meteorite 
would depend on the location of the blast. 

 (E) It is not certain what the system’s response to the explosion of a large meteorite would 
be, if its designers did not plan for such a contingency. 

 
Q6.  Increases in funding for police patrols often lower the rate of crimes of opportunity such as 

petty theft and vandalism by providing visual deterrence in high-crime neighborhoods. Levels 
of funding for police patrols in some communities are increased when federal matching grants 
are made available. 

 Which of the following can be correctly inferred from the statements above? 
 (A) Areas with little vandalism can never benefit from visual deterrence. 
 (B) Communities that do not increase their police patrols are at higher risk for crimes of 

opportunity late at night. 
 (C) Visual deterrence is the most effective means of controlling petty theft. 
 (D) Federal matching grants for police patrols lower the rate of crimes of opportunity in some 

communities. 
 (E) Only federal matching grants are necessary to reduce crime in most neighborhoods. 
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Q7. In the country of Marut, the Foreign Trade Agency's records were reviewed in 1994 in light of 
information then newly available about neighboring Goro. The review revealed that in every 
year since 1963, the agency's projection of what Goro's gross national product (GNP) would 
be five years later was a serious underestimate. The review also revealed that in every year 
since 1963, the agency estimated Goro's GNP for the previous year – a Goro state secret – 
very accurately.  

 Of the following claims, which is most strongly supported by the statements given? 
 (A) Even before the new information came to light, the agency had reason to think that at 

least some of the five-year projections it had made were inaccurate. 
 (B) Goro's GNP fluctuated greatly between 1963 and 1994. 
 (C) Prior to 1995, Goro had not released data intended to mislead the agency in making its 

five-year projections. 
 (D) The amount by which the agency underestimated the GNP it projected for Goro tended 

to increase over time. 
 (E) The agency's five year projections of Goro's GNP had no impact on economic planning 

in Marut. 
 
Q8.  The interview is an essential part of a successful hiring program because, with it, job 

applicants who have personalities that are unsuited to the requirements of the job will be 
eliminated from consideration. 

 The argument above logically depends on which of the following assumptions? 
 (A) A hiring program will be successful if it includes interviews. 
 (B) The interview is a more important part of a successful hiring program than is the 

development of a job description. 
 (C) Interviewers can accurately identify applicants whose personalities are unsuited to the 

requirements of the job. 
 (D) The only purpose of an interview is to evaluate whether job applicants’ personalities are 

suited to the requirements of the job. 
 (E) The fit of job applicants’ personalities to the requirements of the job was once the most 

important factor in making hiring decisions 
 
Q9.  Generally, scientists enter their field with the goal of doing important new research and accept 

as their colleagues those with similar motivation. Therefore, when any scientist wins renown 
as an expounder of science to general audiences, most other scientists conclude that this 
popularizer should no longer be regarded as a true colleague. 
 The explanation offered above for the low esteem in which scientific popularizers are 
held by research scientists assumes that 

 (A) Serious scientific research is not a solitary activity, but relies on active cooperation 
among a group of colleagues. 

 (B) Research scientists believe that those who are well known as popularizers of science 
are not motivated to do important new research. 

 (C)  Research scientists tend not to regard as colleagues those scientists whose renown 
they envy. 

 (D) A scientist can become a famous popularizer without having completed any important 
research. 

 (E) No important new research can be accessible to or accurately assessed by those who 
are not themselves scientists. 
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Q10.  Traditionally, decision making by managers that is reasoned step-by-step has been 
considered preferable to intuitive decision making. However, a recent study found that top 
managers used intuition significantly more than did most middle-level or lower-level 
managers. This confirms the alternative view that intuition is actually more effective than 
careful, methodical reasoning. 

 The conclusion above is based on which of the following assumptions? 
 (A) Methodical, step-by-step reasoning is inappropriate for making many real-life 

management decisions. 
 (B) Top managers have the ability to use either intuitive reasoning or methodical, step-by-

step reasoning in making decisions. 
 (C) The decisions made by middle-level and lower-level managers can be made as easily 

by using methodical reasoning as by using intuitive reasoning. 
 (D) Top managers use intuitive reasoning in making the majority of their decisions. 
 (E) Top managers are more effective at decision making than middle-level or lower-level 

managers. 
 
Q11.  When the state of Tennessee passed a law prohibiting the teaching of the theory of evolution 

in its public schools, leaders of the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) persuaded John T. 
Scopes, a teacher in Dayton, Tennessee, to teach evolution in his classroom in order to test 
the law in court. However, because Scopes did not break the law on his own initiative, he 
should never have been brought to trial. 
 Which of the following is an assumption underlying the conclusion of the passage 
above? 

 (A) Those who commit crimes at the suggestion of others should not be held responsible 
for their actions. 

 (B) Both Scopes and the ACLU leaders should have been tried for breaking the law. 
 (C) The ACLU leaders, rather than Scopes, should have been brought to trial. 
 (D) Groups like the ACLU should not encourage criminal activities as a means of testing 

laws. 
 (E) Tennessee did not have the right to make the teaching of evolution a crime 
 
Q12.  If the airspace around centrally located airports were restricted to commercial airliners and 

only those private planes equipped with radar, most of the private-plane traffic would be 
forced to use outlying airfields. Such a reduction in the amount of private plane traffic would 
reduce the risk of mid-air collision around the centrally located airports. 
 The conclusion drawn in the first sentence depends on which of the following 
assumptions? 

 (A) Outlying airfields would be as convenient as centrally located airports for most pilots of 
private planes. 

 (B) Most outlying airfields are not equipped to handle commercial-airline traffic. 
 (C) Most private planes that use centrally located airports are not equipped with radar. 
 (D) Commercial airliners are at greater risk of becoming involved in mid-air collisions than 

are private planes. 
 (E) A reduction in the risk of mid-air collision would eventually lead to increases in 

commercial airline traffic. 
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Q13.  Since at least 1868, paleontologists have been arguing over whether or not birds evolved 
from dinosaurs. In the late 1960s, a scientist from Yale University named John Edstrom 
declared there were 22 features in the skeletons of meat-eating dinosaurs that were also 
seen in birds but not in any other animals. By the year 2000, 85 such characteristics unique 
to dinosaurs and birds had been discovered. Some very vocal critics continue to oppose the 
theory, but this skeletal evidence strongly supports the idea that dinosaurs are the direct 
ancestors of modern birds. 
 Which of the following, if true, would allow the conclusion of the argument to be more 
properly drawn? 

 (A) It is impossible to tell for certain by examining the fossil record whether dinosaurs were 
warm blooded like birds or cold-blooded like reptiles. 

 (B) Therapod dinosaurs evolved feathers in place of scales because feathers conferred 
greater protection against the cold. 

 (C) Several of the supporters of the theory that birds evolved from dinosaurs are 
paleontologists who are highly regarded in their field. 

 (D) The existence of so many uniquely linked characteristics cannot be explained by 
convergent evolution – the development of similarities in separate lineages through the 
operation of similar selective factors on both lines. 

 (E) The earliest “feathered dinosaur” fossil found has been dated at 129 million years old, 
while the earliest “true bird” fossil has been dated at 150 million years old. 

 
Q14.  Economist: Even with energy conservation efforts, current technologies cannot support both 

a reduction in carbon dioxide emissions and an expanding global economy. Attempts to 
restrain emissions without new technology will stifle economic growth. Therefore, increases 
in governmental spending on research into energy technology will be necessary if we wish to 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions without stifling economic growth. 

 Which of the following is an assumption the economist's argument requires? 
 (A)  If research into energy technology does not lead to a reduction in carbon dioxide 

emissions, then economic growth will be stifled. 
 (B)  Increased governmental spending on research into energy technology will be more 

likely to reduce carbon dioxide emissions without stifling growth than will 
nongovernmental spending. 

 (C)  An expanding global economy may require at least some governmental spending on 
research into energy technology. 

 (D)  Attempts to restrain carbon dioxide emissions without new technology could ultimately 
cost more than the failure to reduce those emissions would cost. 

 (E)  Restraining carbon dioxide emissions without stifling economic growth would require 
both new energy technology and energy conservation efforts. 
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Q15.   From 2000 to 2010, beverage containers accounted for a steadily decreasing percentage of 
the total weight of domestic garbage in Brazil. The increasingly widespread practice of 
recycling aluminum and plastic was responsible for most of this decline. However, although 
aluminum recycling was more widely practiced in this period than plastic recycling, the total 
weight of plastic bottles in Brazil’s domestic garbage declined by a greater percentage during 
this time than the total weight of aluminum cans in Brazil’s domestic garbage. 
 Which of the following, if true in Brazil from 2000 to 2010, most helps to account for 
the apparent discrepancy? 

 (A)  Manufacturers replaced many plastic bottles, but few aluminum cans, with polymer 
containers. 

 (B)  Plastic bottles were significantly heavier than aluminum cans of comparable size. 
 (C)  Most recycled aluminum cans were beverage containers, but a significant fraction of 

recycled plastic bottles were not beverage containers. 
 (D)  The total weight of plastic bottles purchased by Brazilians increased at a slightly faster 

rate than did the total weight of aluminum cans purchased by Brazilians. 
 (E)  In Brazil, the total number of plastic bottles recycled between 2000 and 2010 was less 

than the total number of aluminum cans recycled during that time. 
 
Q16.  A recent article in one of the nation's leading newspapers noted that despite the government's 

warning about peanut butter likely being contaminated by salmonella and the government's 
subsequent recall of a limited amount of peanut butter, 90% of grocery store shoppers 
surveyed said that they did not plan to change their peanut butter purchasing habits. 
Nevertheless, roughly two months after the limited recall and one month after the leading 
newspaper published its article, the country's peanut butter manufacturers reported that 
same-store sales to grocery store shoppers fell 75% year-over-year.  

 Which of the following, if true, best explains the apparent paradox above? 
 (A) The initial survey of shoppers failed to consider the effect of subsequent cuts in the price 

of peanut butter. 
 (B) Fearing additional instances of contamination and subsequent lawsuits, many retailers 

that sold peanut butter removed the product voluntarily from their shelves. 
 (C) A report similar to the report that appeared in the leading newspaper appeared in one 

of the nation's tabloid magazines on the same day. 
 (D. Days before the newspaper conducted its survey, a widely-respected bacterial research 

specialist published an op-ed article in a major newspaper arguing that the threat from 
salmonella-infected peanut butter was smaller than the government would later 
contend. 

 (E) A study published after the government recall of some peanut butter stated that 
individuals intended to change the type of Jelly and bread they purchased. 
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Q17.  Over the last three years, the city of Las Vegas has grown in population at a rate of six percent 
per year. Over the same period of time, however, water usage inside the city of Las Vegas is 
down almost fifteen percent. 
 Each of the following, if true, could help to explain the simultaneous decline in water 
usage and increase in population in Las Vegas, EXCEPT 

 (A) Due to drought awareness campaigns, the average citizen in Las Vegas uses almost 
thirty percent less water now than he or she did three years ago. 

 (B) Two years ago, the city instituted a popular new incentive program for citizens to tear 
out high water consuming lawns and replace them with low water consuming desert 
landscaping. 

 (C) The city council has proposed a moratorium on the construction of high water 
consuming golf courses starting in two years. 

 (D) Three years ago a mining company that consumed vast amounts of water operated 
within the city limits; now that company is out of business. 

 (E) The mayor ordered that all of the city's hundreds of fountains be shut off, reducing water 
use due to evaporation considerably. 

 
Q18.  The number of Tundra swan in an arctic refuge has been steadily dwindling. It has been 

determined that the majority of the birds have died from lead poisoning, which is contained in 
the buckshot that hunters use to kill the swan. Local authorities have responded by banning 
hunting, and the number of hunters cited has since dropped dramatically, yet the number of 
birds that continue to die each month from lead poisoning has not changed. 

 Which of the following, if true, best resolves the discrepancy above? 
 (A)  Migrating tundra swans fly through Idaho where they pick up various toxins from the 

silver mines there. 
 (B)  Those hunters who continue to defy the hunting ban do not, on average, shoot more 

birds than did those who hunted in the park before the ban. 
 (C)  Park rangers have been unable to cite all of the hunters that enter the park despite the 

ban. 
 (D)  Eventually, there will be so few swans left in the refuge that the overall number of swans 

dying each month will decrease. 
 (E)  Most swans that have perished in the refuge have died as a result of ingesting pellets 

scattered about the ground, which introduce lead into their bloodstreams. 
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Q19.  The mastodon, a large mammal resembling today's elephant, became extinct at the end of 
the Ice Age. Scientists once attributed the mastodon's extinction to the disappearance of 
evergreen forests at the end of the Ice Age. More recently, however, scientists have rejected 
that theory, hypothesizing instead that the mastodon's extinction was caused by the draining 
of glacial wetlands. 
 Which of the following, if recently discovered, would help to account for the change in 
the accepted explanation of the mastodon's extinction? 

 (A)  When the Ice Age ended, many forests died off, endangering the food supply for 
herbivores that fed primarily on evergreens. 

 (B)  As glaciers receded at the end of the Ice Age, glacial wetlands drained, leaving a new 
topography of hills and plains. 

 (C)  Bacteria found in mastodon remains are similar to bacteria found in the remains of 
species that are known to have fed on evergreens. 

 (D)  The mastodon's diet consisted primarily of water plants such as marsh grasses and 
water lilies. 

 (E)  Evergreen forests were inhabited by many species of large mammals until the end of 
the Ice Age. 

 
Q20.  As a result of technological innovations, the corn crop of Country X has been steadily 

increasing over the last 10 years. The market in Country X can no longer absorb all the corn 
that is produced, and corn prices have started to fall. The government of Country X 
announced that it wants to raise corn prices by mandating that 20 percent of this year’s corn 
crop be purchased by a newly-created government food reserve program. The government’s 
idea, if successful, will not result in a net shortfall in the budget of Country X. 

 Which of the following, if true, is the best explanation for how this could happen? 
 (A) When corn prices began to drop, corn farmers began to experience operating losses 

and the government in turn suffered a decline in tax revenue. 
 (B) Corn prices in several neighboring countries rose slightly after the government 

announcement. 
 (C)  An unexpected series of storms reduced this year’s corn crop by 5 percent. 
 (D) Large farms are expected to request partial exemptions from this mandate because they 

have higher operating costs. 
 (E) Farmers are not allowed to make arrangements to export excess corn. 
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Q21.  Wolves generally avoid human settlements. For this reason, domestic sheep, though 
essentially easy prey for wolves, are not usually attacked by them. In Hylantia prior to 1910, 
farmers nevertheless lost considerable numbers of sheep to wolves each year. Attributing 
this to the large number for wolves, in 1910 the government began offering rewards to hunters 
for killing wolves. From 1910 to 1915, large numbers of wolves were killed. Yet wolf attacks 
on sheep increased significantly. 
 Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the increase in wolf attacks on 
sheep? 

 (A)  Populations of deer and other wild animals that wolves typically prey on increased 
significantly in numbers from 1910 to 1915. 

 (B)  Prior to 1910, there were no legal restrictions in Hylantia on the hunting of wolves. 
 (C)  After 1910 hunters shot and wounded a substantial number of wolves, thereby greatly 

diminishing these wolves' ability to prey on wild animals. 
 (D)  Domestic sheep are significantly less able than most wild animals to defend themselves 

against wolf attacks. 
 (E)  The systematic hunting of wolves encouraged by the program drove many wolves in 

Hylantia to migrate to remote mountain areas uninhabited by humans. 
 
Q22.  In the nation of Pelmenia, 20% of 18-year-olds are left-handed, while just 10% of 45-year-

olds and 2% of 70-year-olds are left-handed. But the percentage of children born left-handed 
has never changed in Pelmenia, nor have societal attitudes toward left-handedness. 
 Which of the following, if true, most helps to explain the variation in left-handedness 
among Pelmenians? 

 (A)  The number of children born each year in Pelmenia has steadily increased over the past 
seventy years. 

 (B)  In Pelmenia, left-handers are no more likely to perish in accidents than right-handers. 
 (C)  In Pelmenia, ambidexterity is not considered a desirable attribute. 
 (D)  In Pelmenia, women have a significantly lower life expectancy than men, and women 

are also more likely to be born left-handed. 
 (E)  As Pelmenians age, they become less likely to participate in surveys regarding 

handedness or hand dominance. 
 
Q23.  Using broad-spectrum weed killers on weeds that are competing with crops for sunlight, 

water, and nutrients presents a difficulty: how to keep the crop from being killed along with 
the weeds. For at least some food crops, specially treated seed that produces plants resistant 
to weed killers is under development. This resistance wears off as the plants mature. 
Therefore, the special seed treatment will be especially useful for plants that _____________. 

 Which of the following most logically completes the argument below? 
 (A)  produce their crop over an extended period of time, as summer squash does 
 (B)  produce large seeds that are easy to treat individually, as corn and beans do 
 (C)  provide, as they approach maturity, shade dense enough to keep weeds from growing 
 (D) are typically grown in large tracts devoted to a single crop 
 (E)  are cultivated specifically for the seed they produce rather than for their leaves or roots 
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Q24.  Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 
 A photograph of the night sky was taken with the camera shutter open for an extended period. 
The normal motion of stars across the sky caused the images of the stars in the photograph 
to appear as streaks. However, one bright spot was not streaked. Even if the spot were 
caused, as astronomers believe, by a celestial object, that object could still have been moving 
across the sky during the time the shutter was open, since ____________. 

 (A)  the spot was not the brightest object in the photograph 
 (B)   the spot could have been caused by an object that emitted a flash that lasted for only a 

fraction of the time that the camera shutter was open  
 (C)  the photograph contains many streaks that astronomers can identify as caused by 

noncelestial objects 
 (D)  stars in the night sky do not appear to shift position relative to each other  
 (E)  if the camera shutter had not been open for an extended period, it would have recorded 

substantially fewer celestial objects 
 
Q25.  Which of the following most logically completes the passage? 

Leaf beetles damage willow trees by stripping away their leaves, but a combination of 
parasites and predators generally keeps populations of these beetles in check. Researchers 
have found that severe air pollution results in reduced predator populations. The parasites, 
by contrast, are not adversely affected by pollution; nevertheless, the researchers’ discovery 
probably does explain why leaf beetles cause particularly severe damage to willows in areas 
with severe air pollution, since ____________. 

 (A)  where air pollution is not especially severe, predators have much more impact on leaf-
beetle populations than parasites do  

 (B)  the parasites that attack leaf beetles actually tend to be more prevalent in areas with 
severe air pollution than they are elsewhere 

 (C)  the damage caused by leaf beetles is usually not enough to kill a willow tree outright 
 (D)  neither the predators nor the parasites of leaf beetles themselves attack willow trees 
 (E)  willows often grow in areas where air pollution is especially severe 
 
 
Q26.  Which of the following most logically completes the passage? 

 A new drug, taken twice daily for one month, is an effective treatment for a certain disease. 
The drug now most commonly prescribed for the disease occasionally has serious side 
effects such as seizures; in field tests, the new drug’s side effects, though no worse than mild 
nausea, turned out to be much more frequent. Nevertheless, the new drug is clearly 
preferable as a treatment, since ____________. 

 (A)  people who experience nausea are prone to discontinue use of the new drug 
prematurely 

 (B)  it is possible that the drug now most commonly prescribed has side effects that have 
not yet been attributed to it 

 (C)  other drugs for the disease have typically been prescribed only for patients allergic to 
the most commonly prescribed drug 

 (D)  people who have received effective treatment for disease do not generally contract the 
disease again 

 (E)  there is a non-prescription medication that when taken with the new drug prevents the 
onset of nausea 
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Answer Key – Home Assignment 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 C 

Q.3 B 

Q.4 C 

Q.5 E 

Q.6 D 

Q.7 A 

Q.8 C 

Q.9 B 

Q.10 E 

Q.11 A 

Q.12 C 

Q.13 D 

Q.14 B 

Q.15 A 

Q.16 B 

Q.17 C 

Q.18 E 

Q.19 D 

Q.20 A 

Q.21 C 

Q.22 D 

Q.23 C 

Q.24 B 

Q.25 A 

Q.26 E 
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Critical Reasoning 2 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Critical Reasoning questions measure your skills in making an argument, evaluating an argument, 

and formulating a plan of action. The questions are based on materials drawn from a variety of 

sources. You don’t need to be familiar with the subject matter to answer correctly. 

You will read a short passage and then answer a question related to the argument. For example, 

you may be asked to identify an answer choice that strengthens (or weakens) an argument, draw 

an inference or conclusion from the short passage, or complete the argument. 

Be certain you understand the statement or set of statements on which a question is based. 

Specifically, you will look for what is factual, what claims can be substantiated; and what is not said, 

but necessarily follows from what is said. 

If a question is based on an argument, identify which part of the argument is its conclusion. It’s not 

necessarily at the end of the passage. It may appear somewhere in the middle, or even at the 

beginning. Determine exactly what the question is asking. Read the question first, so you know what 

to look for. Make sure that you read all the answer choices carefully before choosing one. 

INSPIRUS “RIPE” STRATEGY for Critical Reasoning Questions: 

 Read the Question Stem and ascertain what will be the objective for the question. 

 Identify the key components of the passage, which are relevant for the question. 

 Predict an answer that can fit the requirement of the question in the context of the passage.  

 Eliminate the options that are irrelevant or do not match with the predicted answer. 

 
Warmup Question: 
 
Q. The last members of a now-extinct species of a European wild deer called the giant deer 

having a large hump on its back. Fossils of this animal, however, do not show any hump. 
Nevertheless, there is no reason to conclude that the cave paintings are therefore inaccurate 
in this regard, since ___________________________________. 

 (A) some prehistoric cave paintings in France also depict other animals as having a hump 

 (B) fossils of the giant deer are much more common in Ireland than in France 

 (C) animal humps are composed of fatty tissue, which does not fossilize 

 (D) the cave paintings of the giant deer were painted well before 16,000 years ago 

 (E) only one currently existing species of deer has any anatomical feature that even 
remotely resembles a hump 
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STRENGTHEN OR WEAKEN THE ARGUMENT 

Both Strengthen and Weaken questions ask us to find a new piece of information that, if added to 
the existing argument, will make the conclusion either somewhat more likely to be true (Strengthen) 
or somewhat less likely to be true (Weaken). 
In the case of “Strengthen”, the new piece of info will serve as evidence that some assumption is 
actually valid. In the case of “Weaken”, the new piece of info will knock down some assumption: it 
will serve as evidence that the assumption is invalid. 
All “Strengthen” and “Weaken” questions will have either a FACT-CONCLUSION or a FACT-
REASON (A causes B) relationship. We can never strengthen or weaken a fact. We can strengthen 
or weaken only the conclusion or the reason by providing some extra facts. 
 
NOTE: 

“Strengthen” does not mean “prove beyond ambiguity”. Similarly, “Weaken” does not mean 
“completely destroy”. So, mild options may be true. 
 
COMMON WORDS FOR “WEAKEN” QUESTION STEMS: 

Weaken, Attack, Undermine, Refute, Argue against, Call into question, Cast doubt, Challenge, Flaw, 
Vulnerable, Counter, Damage etc 
 
COMMON WORDS FOR “STRENGTHEN” QUESTION STEMS: 

Strengthens, Provides support, Adequately helps, Most justifies, Bolsters, Buttresses, Reinforce, 
Validates, Clarifies etc 
 
OPTION TRAPS 

 One of the most common traps is the Reverse Logic answer: the question asks us to weaken, 
but a trap answer choice strengthens the conclusion instead or vice-versa. 

 Some options may just repeat the argument or just say the reverse of the argument without 
adding any new evidence to support or weaken it. 

 Most wrong answers will have “No Tie to Conclusion” - they will neither strengthen nor weaken 
the conclusion. Some of these will be obviously wrong, but these answers can be tricky. 

 
COMMON “NUMBERS & PERCENTAGES” MISCONCEPTIONS 

 Higher Percentages automatically lead to Higher Numbers, and vice-versa 

 Lower Percentages automatically lead to Lower Numbers, and vice versa 

 Large numbers automatically mean large percentages, and small numbers automatically mean 
small percentages, and vice versa 
 

COMMON TERMS TO INDICATE “NUMBERS” 

Amount, Quantity, Sum, Total, Count, Tally, Fewer 
 
COMMON TERMS TO INDICATE “PERCENTAGES”  

Proportion, Fraction, Ratio, Incidence, Likelihood, Probability, Segment, Share 
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STRENGTHEN THE ARGUMENT 

 
Q1.  Medical doctor: Sleep deprivation is the cause of many social ills, ranging from irritability to 

potentially dangerous instances of impaired decision making. Most people today suffer from 
sleep deprivation to some degree. Therefore, we should restructure the workday to allow 
people flexibility in scheduling their work hours. 
Which one of the following, if true, would most strengthen the medical doctor's 
argument? 

 (A) The primary cause of sleep deprivation is overwork. 
 (B) Employees would get more sleep if they had greater latitude in scheduling their work 

hours. 
 (C) Individuals vary widely in the amount of sleep they require. 
 (D) More people would suffer from sleep deprivation today than did in the past if the average 

number of hours worked per week had not decreased. 
 (E) The extent of one's sleep deprivation is proportional to the length of one's workday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q2.  Galanin is a protein found in the brain. In an experiment, rats that consistently chose to eat 

fatty foods when offered a choice between lean and fatty foods were found to have 
significantly higher concentrations of galanin in their brains than did rats that consistently 
chose lean over fatty foods. These facts strongly support the conclusion that galanin causes 
rats to crave fatty foods. 
Which one of the following, if true, most supports the argument? 

 (A) The craving for fatty foods does not invariably result in rats choosing those foods over 
lean foods. 

 (B) The brains of the rats that consistently chose to eat fatty foods did not contain 
significantly more fat than did the brains of rats that consistently choose lean foods. 

 (C) The same chemical components are present in both fatty and lean foods. 
 (D) The rats that preferred fatty foods had higher concentrations of galanin in their brains 

before they were offered fatty foods. 
 (E) Rats that metabolize fat less efficiently than do other rats develop high concentrations 

of galanin in their brains. 
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WEAKEN THE ARGUMENT 

 
Q3.  The average life expectancy for the United States population as a whole is 73.9 years, but 

children born in Hawaii will live an average of 77 years, and those born in Louisiana, 71.7 
years. If a newlywed couple from Louisiana were to begin their family in Hawaii, thus, their 
children would be expected to live longer than would be the case if the family remained in 
Louisiana. 
Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the conclusion drawn 
above? 

 (A) Insurance company statisticians do not believe that moving to Hawaii will significantly 
lengthen the average Louisianan’s life. 

 (B) The longevity ascribed to Hawaii’s current population is attributable mostly to genetically 
determined factors. 

 (C) The governor of Louisiana has alleged that statistics for his state are inaccurate. 
 (D) Thirty percent of all Louisianans can expect to live longer than 77 years. 
 (E) Most of the Hawaiian Islands have levels of air pollution well below the national average. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q4.  Beverage company representative: The plastic rings that hold six-packs of beverage cans 

together pose a threat to wild animals, which often become entangled in the discarded rings 
and suffocate as a result. Following our lead, all beverage companies will soon use only those 
rings consisting of a new plastic that disintegrates after only three days’ exposure to sunlight. 
Once we all complete the switchover from the old to the new plastic rings, therefore, the threat 
of suffocation that plastic rings pose to wild animals will be eliminated.   
Which one of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the representative’s 
argument? 

 (A) The switchover to the new plastic rings will take at least two more years to complete. 
 (B) The new plastic rings are slightly less expensive than the old rings. 
 (C) The new plastic rings rarely disintegrate during shipping of beverage six-packs because 

most trucks that transport canned beverages protect their cargo from sunlight. 
 (D) The new plastic rings disintegrate into substances that are harmful to aquatic animals 

when ingested in substantial quantities by them. 
 (E) After the beverage companies have switched over to the new plastic rings, a substantial 

number of the old plastic rings will persist in most aquatic and woodland environments. 
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PRACTICE PROBLEMS 

 
Q5.  In response to viral infection, the immune systems of mice typically produce antibodies that 

destroy the virus by binding to proteins on its surface. Mice infected with a herpesvirus 
generally develop keratitis, a degenerative disease affecting part of the eye. Since proteins 
on the surface of cells in this part of the eye closely resemble those on the herpesvirus 
surface, scientists hypothesize that these cases of keratitis are caused by antibodies to 
herpesvirus. 
Which of the following, if true, gives the greatest additional support to the scientists’ 
hypothesis? 

 (A) Other types of virus have surface proteins that closely resemble proteins found in 
various organs of mice. 

 (B) There are mice that are unable to form antibodies in response to herpes infections, and 
these mice contract herpes at roughly the same rate as other mice. 

 (C) Mice that are infected with a herpesvirus but do not develop keratitis produce as many 
antibodies as infected mice that do develop keratitis. 

 (D) There are mice that are unable to form antibodies in response to herpes infections, and 
these mice survive these infections without ever developing keratitis. 

 (E) Mice that have never been infected with a herpesvirus can sometimes develop keratitis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q6.  Pro-Tect Insurance Company has recently been paying out more on car-theft claims than it 

expected. Cars with special antitheft devices or alarm systems are much less likely to be 
stolen than are other cars. Consequently, Pro-Tect, as part of an effort to reduce its annual 
pay-outs, will offer a discount to holders of car-theft policies if their cars have antitheft devices 
or alarm systems. 
Which of the following, if true, provides the strongest indication that the plan is likely 
to achieve its goal? 

 (A) The decrease in the risk of car theft conferred by having a car alarm is greatest when 
only a few cars have such alarms. 

 (B) The number of policyholders who have filed a claim in the past year is higher for Pro-
Tect than for other insurance companies. 

 (C) In one or two years, the discount that Pro-Tect is offering will amount to more than the 
cost of buying certain highly effective antitheft devices. 

 (D) Currently, Pro-Tect cannot legally raise the premiums it charges for a given amount of 
insurance against car theft. 

 (E) The amount Pro-Tect has been paying out on car theft claims has been greater for some 
models of car than for others. 
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Q7.  An eyeglass manufacturer tried to boost sales for the summer quarter by offering its 
distributors a special discount if their orders for that quarter exceeded those for last year’s 
summer quarter by at least 20%. Many distributors qualified for this discount. Even with much 
merchandise discounted, sales increased enough to produce a healthy gain in net profits. 
The manufacturer plans to repeat this success by offering the same sort of discount for the 
fall quarter. 
Which of the following, if true, most clearly points to a flaw in the manufacturer’s plan 
to repeat the successful performance of the summer quarter? 

 (A) In general, a distributor’s orders for the summer quarter are no higher than those for the 
spring quarter. 

 (B) Along with offering special discounts to qualifying distributors, the manufacturer 
increased newspaper and radio advertising in those distributors’ sales areas. 

 (C) The distributors most likely to qualify for the manufacturer’s special discount are those 
whose orders were unusually low a year earlier. 

 (D) The distributors who qualified for the manufacturer’s special discount were free to 
decide how much of that discount to pass on to their own customers. 

 (E) The distributors’ ordering more goods in the summer quarter left them overstocked for 
the fall quarter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Q8.   In Colorado subalpine meadows, nonnative dandelions co-occur with a native flower, the 

larkspur. Bumblebees visit both species, creating the potential for interactions between the 
two species with respect to pollination. In a recent study, researchers selected 16 plots 
containing both species; all dandelions were removed from eight plots; the remaining eight 
control plots were left undisturbed. The control plots yielded significantly more larkspur seeds 
than the dandelion-free plots, leading the researchers to conclude that the presence of 
dandelions facilitates pollination (and hence seed production) in the native species by 
attracting more pollinators to the mixed plots.  
Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the researchers’ reasoning? 

 (A) Bumblebees preferentially visit dandelions over larkspurs in mixed plots. 
 (B) If left unchecked, nonnative species like dandelions quickly crowd out native species. 
 (C) Seed germination is a more reliable measure of a species’ fitness than seed production. 
 (D) Soil disturbances can result in fewer blooms, and hence lower seed production. 
 (E) In mixed plots, pollinators can transfer pollen from one species to another to augment 

seed production. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  

GRE Critical Reasoning 2   168 

 

FLAWED REASONING 

 
The question stem almost always contains a form of the word “flaw” or “fallacy”. The correct answer 
will be related to an assumption, but the correction should indicate why it is flawed. Unlike “Weaken 
the Conclusion” questions, which present a new piece of information, “Flawed Reasoning” questions 
attack the logic applied in the Argument. 
  
Q9.  Consumer health advocate: Your candy company adds caffeine to your chocolate candy bars 

so that each one delivers a specified amount of caffeine. Since caffeine is highly addictive, 
this indicates that you intend to keep your customers addicted. 
Candy manufacturer: Our manufacturing process results in there being less caffeine in each 
chocolate candy bar than in the unprocessed cacao beans from which the chocolate is made. 
The manufacturer’s response is flawed as a refutation of the health advocate’s 
argument as it: 

 (A) fails to address the issue of whether the level of caffeine in the candy bars sold by the 
manufacturer is enough to keep people addicted 

 (B) assumes without warrant that all unprocessed cacao beans contain uniform amount of 
caffeine 

 (C) does not specify exactly how caffeine is lost in the manufacturing process 
 (D) treats the consumer health advocate’s argument as though it were about each candy 

bar rather than about the manufacturer’s candy in general 
 (E) merely contradicts the consumer health advocate’s conclusion without giving any 

reason to believe that the advocate’s reasoning is unsound 
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EVALUATE THE ARGUMENT 
 
“EVALUATE” means to check the soundness of conclusion. All EVALUATE questions will have a 
FACT-CONCLUSION relationship. The given argument contains inadequate facts to support the 
conclusion. In order to prove or disprove the argument, one will need more information. The question 
asks what extra piece of information will help one evaluate the conclusion better.  The correct answer 
should be structured in such a way that there are at least two possible “paths”— one path will 
strengthen the argument, and the other will weaken it.  
 
Q10.  30% of the residents of Tafta City own cars. However, 70% of the residents of Hampton, a 

suburb in Tafta City, are car owners. So, it can be concluded that the total number of cars 
owned by residents of Hampton exceeds the total number of cars owned by other residents 
of Tafta City. 
Which of the following would be most important to determine whether the conclusion 
is correct? 

 (A) What is the total population of Tafta City? 
 (B) What is the total number of cars owned by residents of Tafta City? 
 (C) What proportion of the population of Tafta City resides in Hampton? 
 (D) What is the total number of people residing in Hampton? 
 (E) What proportion of the population of Tafta City has bought cars from outside Tafta City? 
 
 
 
 
 
Q11.  Profits for one of Company X's flagship products have been declining slowly for several years. 

The CFO investigated and determined that inflation has raised the cost of producing the 
product but consumers who were surveyed reported that they weren't willing to pay more 
than the current price. As a result, the CFO recommended that the company stop producing 
this product because the CEO only wants products whose profit margins are increasing. 
The answer to which of the following questions would be most useful in evaluating 
whether the CFO's decision to divest the company of its flagship product is warranted? 

 (A) Does Company X have new and profitable products available to replace the flagship 
product? 

 (B) Will the rest of Company X's management team agree with the CFO's recommendation? 
 (C) Are there additional features which could be added to the product and for which 

consumers might be willing to pay a higher price? 
 (D) Is there a way to alter the manufacturing or distribution processes in order to reduce the 

cost to produce the flagship product? 
 (E) What percentage of Company X's revenues is represented by sales of the flagship 

product? 
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Q12.  Vargonia has just introduced a legal requirement that student-teacher ratios in government-
funded schools not exceed a certain limit. All Vargonian children are entitled to education, 
free of charge, in these schools. When a recession occurs and average incomes fall, the 
number of children enrolled in government-funded schools tends to increase. Therefore, 
though most employment opportunities contract in economic recessions, getting a teaching 
job in Vargonia's government-funded schools will not be made more difficult by a recession.  
Which of the following would be most important to determine in order to evaluate the 
argument? 

 (A) Whether the number of qualified applicants for teaching positions in government-funded 
schools increases significantly during economic recessions 

 (B) Whether in Vargonia there are any schools not funded by the government that offer 
children an education free of charge 

 (C) What the current student-teacher ratio in Vargonia's government-funded schools is 
 (D) What proportion of Vargonia's workers currently hold jobs as teachers in government-

funded schools 
 (E) Whether in the past a number of government funded schools in Vargonia have had 

student teacher ratios well in excess of the new limit 
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PARALLEL REASONING 

 
Such questions ask you to look for the answer choice that has the closest logical structure as the 
argument in the question, but with NEW TERMS. Each answer choice is its own argument, as 
opposed to an assumption, inference, or flaw.  
The question-stem will contain phrases like “parallel reasoning,” “most similar reasoning,” 
“exemplifies,” etc. One of the lengthier types of questions. 
 
Q13.  A bullet train travels in excess of 150 miles per hour. Therefore, if a train travels slower than 

150 miles per hour, it is not a bullet train. 
Which of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the argument 
above? 

 (A) An orange ripens only on the vine. If it ripens on the vine, then it is not an orange. 
 (B) Newspapers are often read by more than one person. Therefore, magazines are also 

likely to be read by more than one person. 
 (C) An earthquake of 5.0 or above on the Richter scale causes massive damage. If there is 

not massive damage, then the earthquake did not attain a 5.0 or above. 
 (D) A supersonic plane travels at speeds in excess of Mach 1. If it is not supersonic, then it 

will travel at speeds below Mach 1. 
 (E) Fluoride generally prevents cavities. If there are no cavities, then there was no fluoride 

used. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Q14.  Established companies concentrate on defending what they already have. Consequently, 

they tend not to innovate and tend to underestimate the effects of the innovations of others. 
Which of the following most closely parallels the reasoning used in the argument 
above? 

 (A) A highly successful automobile was introduced by the same company that had earlier 
introduced a model that had been a dismal failure. 

 (B) Ballpoint pens and soft-tip markers have eliminated the traditional market for fountain 
pens, clearing the way for the marketing of fountain pens as luxury or prestige items. 

 (C) One of the first models of modern accounting machines, designed for use in the banking 
industry, was purchased by a public library as well as by banks. 

 (D) The inventor of a commonly used anesthetic did not intend the product to be used by 
dentists, who currently account for almost the entire market for that drug. 

 (E) A once-successful manufacturer of slide rules reacted to the introduction of electronic 
calculators by trying to make better slide rules. 
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COMPLETE THE ARGUMENT 

 
“Complete the Argument” is a structure for writing the argument itself, any other question type could 
be written using this structure. In most of these problems, the last sentence contains a conclusion 
followed by the word “since” or “because” and a blank. In these cases, the arguments ask us to find 
some kind of a premise that will support the claim given in the same sentence. 
 
Q15.  Manufacturers are now required to make all cigarette lighters child-resistant by equipping 

them with safety levers. But this change is unlikely to result in a significant reduction in the 
number of fires caused by children playing with lighters, because children given the 
opportunity can figure out how to work the safety levers and _________________________. 

 (A) the addition of the safety levers has made lighters more expensive than they were 
before the requirement was instituted 

 (B) adults are more likely to leave child-resistant lighters than non-child-resistant lighters in 
places that are accessible to children 

 (C) many of the fires started by children are quickly detected and extinguished by their 
parents 

 (D) unlike child-resistant lighters, lighters that are not child-resistant can be operated by 
children as young as two years old 

 (E) approximately 5,000 fires per year have been attributed to children playing with lighters 
before the safety levers were required 
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BOLDFACED STATEMENTS 

 
These questions present a standard argument, but one or two portions of that argument are 
presented in boldface font. We are asked to describe the role each portion of boldface font plays. 
A particular bolded portion could be a premise, a conclusion, a counter-premise, an intermediate 
conclusion, background information, or a counter-conclusion. 
A fact or premise can also be called Assertion, Evidence, Proof, Supposition, Data, Information, 
Research, Consideration, Pattern, Explanation, Justification, Situation, Circumstance etc. 
A conclusion can also be known as Judgment, Opinion, View, Suggestion, Idea, Belief, Proposal, 
Warning, Forecast, Claim, Stand, Prediction, Hypothesis, Position, Main Point, Contention etc. 
 
There are three possible roles of a Boldfaced Statement: 
 (C) The statement in boldface is the author’s CONCLUSION. 
 (P) The statement in boldface is a PREMISE (it supports the author’s conclusion) 
 (X) The statement in boldface is SOMETHING ELSE (this might be a counter-premise, 
 background information, acknowledgement of a weakness in the argument etc) 
 
Steps to solve Boldfaced Statement questions: 
STEP 1: Identify the main conclusion(s) in the given argument. Do not jump to choices. 
STEP 2: Label the boldfaced statements (C/P/X) and have the flow in mind 
STEP 3: Go to choices and eliminate. 
 
Option Elimination: 
The answer choices are the most difficult part of Structure questions in general because they are 
written in an abstract form. Very closely worded options that are “off” by just one word, and that word 
is usually at the end of each expression. 
 
Q16.  A product that represents a clear technological advance over competing products can 

generally command a high price. Surprisingly, perhaps, the strategy to maximize overall 
profits from a new product is to charge less than the maximum price the market will 
bear. Many companies charge the maximum possible price for such a product because they 
want to make as much profit as they can, and technological advances tend to be quickly 
surpassed. The drawback is that large profits on the new product give competitors an 
incentive to quickly develop a product to match the rival product's capabilities. 
In the argument above, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 

 (A) The first is the position that the argument advocates; the second presents grounds for 
rejecting an alternate position. 

 (B) The first is the position that the argument advocates; the second is an alternative 
position that the argument rejects. 

 (C) The first presents a strategy for achieving a certain goal, the second presents a 
drawback to that strategy. 

 (D) The first presents a strategy for achieving a certain goal, the second presents grounds 
for preferring a different goal. 

 (E) The first presents a strategy that, according to the argument, is ineffective; the second 
presents a way of improving the effectiveness of that strategy. 
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Q17.  Consumer advocate: It is generally true, at least in this state, that lawyers who advertise a 
specific service charge less for that service than lawyers who do not advertise. It is also true 
that each time restrictions on the advertising of legal services have been eliminated, 
the number of lawyers advertising their services has increased and legal costs to 
consumers have declined in consequence. However, eliminating the state requirement 
that legal advertisements must specify fees for specific services would almost certainly 
increase rather than further reduce consumer’s legal costs. Lawyers would no longer have 
an incentive to lower their fees when they begin advertising and if no longer required to 
specify fee arrangements, many lawyers who now advertise would increase their fees. 
In the above argument, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 

 (A) The first is a generalization that the consumer advocate accepts as true; the second is 
presented as a consequence that follows from the truth of that generalization. 

 (B) The first is a pattern of cause and effect that the consumer advocate argues will be 
repeated in the case at issue; the second acknowledges a circumstance in which that 
pattern would not hold. 

 (C) The first is evidence that the consumer advocate offers in support of a certain prediction; 
the second is that prediction. 

 (D) The first is pattern of cause and effect that the consumer advocate predicts will not hold 
in the case at issue; the second offers a consideration in support of that prediction. 

 (E) The first acknowledges a consideration that weighs against the main position that the 
consumer advocate defends; the second is that position. 

 
 
 
 
Q18.  A prominent investor who holds a large stake in the Burton Tool company has recently claimed 

that the company is mismanaged, citing as evidence the company's failure to slow production 
in response to a recent rise in its inventory of finished products. It is doubtful whether an investor's 
sniping at management can ever be anything other than counterproductive, but in this case, it 
is clearly not justified. It is true that an increased inventory of finished products often indicates 
that production is outstripping demand, but in Burton's case it indicates no such thing. Rather, 
the increase in inventory is entirely attributable to products that have already been assigned to 
orders received from customers. 
In the argument given, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles? 

 (A)  The first states the position that the argument as a whole opposes; the second provides 
evidence to undermine the support for the position being opposed. 

 (B)  The first states the position that the argument as a whole opposes; the second is 
evidence that has been used to support the position being opposed. 

 (C)  The first states the position that the argument as a whole opposes; the second states 
the conclusion of the argument as a whole. 

 (D)  The first is evidence that has been used to support a position that the argument as a whole 
opposes; the second provides information to undermine the force of that evidence. 

 (E)  The first is evidence that has been used to support a position that the argument as a 
whole opposes; the second states the conclusion of the argument as a whole. 
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Answer Key – Class Assignment 

 

Q. No Answer 

Warmup Question 

Q. C 

  

Q.1 B 

Q.2 D 

Q.3 B 

Q.4 E 

Q.5 D 

Q.6 C 

Q.7 E 

Q.8 D 

Q.9 A 

Q.10 C 

Q.11 D 

Q.12 A 

Q.13 C 

Q.14 E 

Q.15 B 

Q.16 A 

Q.17 D 

Q.18 C 
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Home Assignment 
 
Q1. Three years after the Hydraulic Falls Dam was built, none of the six-fish species native to the area 

was still reproducing adequately in the river below the dam.  Because the dam reduced the average 
temperature of the water from approximately 40 degrees to approximately 10 degrees, biologists 
have hypothesized that sharp increases in water temperature must be involved in signalling the 
affected species to begin their reproduction activities 
 Which of the following statements, if true, would most strengthen the scientist’s 
hypothesis? 

 (A) The native fish species were still able to reproduce in nearby streams, where the annual 
temperature range remains approximately 40 degrees. 

 (B) Before the dam was built, the river annually overflowed its banks, creating temporary 
backwaters that were used as breeding areas for the local fish population. 

 (C) The lowest temperature ever recorded in the river prior to dam construction was 30 
degrees, whereas the lowest river temperature after construction was completed has 
been 40 degrees. 

 (D) Non-native fish species, introduced after the dam was completed, have begun 
competing with the native species for food. 

 (E) Five of the species of fish native to the dam area are not known to be native to any other 
river. 

 
Q2. In parts of South America, vitamin-A deficiency is a serious health problem, especially among 

children. In one region, agriculturists are attempting to improve nutrition by encouraging 
farmers to plant a new variety of sweet potato called SPK004 that is rich in beta-carotene, 
which the body converts into vitamin A. The plan has good chances of success, since sweet 
potato is a staple of the region’s diet and agriculture, and the varieties currently grown contain 
little beta-carotene. 
 Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the prediction that the plan will 
succeed? 

 (A) The flesh of SPK004 differs from that of the currently cultivated sweet potatoes in color 
and texture, so traditional foods would look somewhat different when prepared from 
SPK004. 

 (B) There are no other varieties of sweet potato that are significantly richer in beta-carotene 
than SPK004 is. 

 (C) The varieties of sweet potato currently cultivated in the region contain some important 
nutrients that are lacking in SPK004. 

 (D) There are other vegetables currently grown in the region that contain more beta-
carotene than the currently cultivated varieties of sweet potato do. 

 (E) The growing conditions required by the varieties of sweet potato currently cultivated in 
the region are conditions in which SPK004 can flourish. 
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Q3. Near Chicago, a newly built hydroponic spinach “factory,” a completely controlled 
environment for growing spinach, produces on 1 acre of floor space what it takes 100 acres 
of fields to produce. Expenses, especially for electricity, are high, however, and the spinach 
produced costs about four times as much as washed California field spinach, the spinach 
commonly sold throughout the United States. 
 Which of the following, if true, best supports a projection that the spinach-growing 
facility near Chicago will be profitable? 

 (A) Once the operators of the facility are experienced, they will be able to cut operating 
expenses by about 25 percent. 

 (B) There is virtually no scope for any further reduction in the cost per pound for California 
field spinach. 

 (C) Unlike washed field spinach, the hydroponically grown spinach is untainted by any 
pesticides or herbicides and thus will sell at exceptionally high prices to such customers 
as health food restaurants. 

 (D) Since spinach is a crop that ships relatively well, the market for the hydroponically grown 
spinach is no more limited to the Chicago area than the market for California field 
spinach is to California. 

 (E) A second hydroponic facility is being built in Canada, taking advantage of inexpensive 
electricity and high vegetable prices. 

 
Q4. Often patients with ankle fractures that are stable, and thus do not require surgery, are given 

follow-up x-rays because their orthopedists are concerned about possibly having misjudged 
the stability of the fracture. When a number of follow-up x-rays were reviewed, however, all 
the fractures that had initially been judged stable were found to have healed correctly. 
Therefore, it is a waste of money to order follow-up x-rays of ankle fractures initially judged 
stable. 

 Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument? 
 (A) Doctors who are general practitioners rather than orthopedists are less likely than 

orthopedists to judge the stability of an ankle fracture correctly. 
 (B) X-rays of patients of many different orthopedists working in several hospitals were 

reviewed. 
 (C) Many ankle injuries for which an initial x-ray is ordered are revealed by the x-ray not to 

involve any fracture of the ankle. 
 (D) The healing of ankle fractures that have been surgically repaired is always checked by 

means of a follow-up x-ray. 
 (E) Orthopedists routinely order follow-up x-rays for fractures of bones other than ankle 

bones. 
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Q5. A company plans to develop a prototype weeding machine that uses cutting blades with 
optical sensors and microprocessors that distinguish weeds from crop plants by differences 
in shade of color. The inventor of the machine claims that it will reduce labor costs by virtually 
eliminating the need for manual weeding. 
 Which of the following is a consideration in favor of the company’s implementing its 
plan to develop the prototype? 

 (A) There is a considerable degree of variation in shade of color between weeds of different 
species. 

 (B) The shade of color of some plants tends to change appreciably over the course of their 
growing season. 

 (C) When crops are weeded manually, overall size and leaf shape are taken into account 
in distinguishing crop plants from weeds. 

 (D) Selection and genetic manipulation allow plants of virtually any species to be 
economically bred to have a distinctive shade of color without altering their other 
characteristics. 

 (E) Farm laborers who are responsible for the manual weeding of crops carry out other 
agricultural duties at times in the growing season when extensive weeding is not 
necessary. 

 
 
Q6. A recent spate of launching and operating mishaps with television satellites led to a 

corresponding surge in claims against companies underwriting satellite insurance. As a 
result, insurance premiums shot up, making satellites more expensive to launch and operate. 
This, in turn, had added to the pressure to squeeze more performance out of currently 
operating satellites. 
 Which of the following, if true, taken together with the information above, best 
supports the conclusion that the cost of television satellites will continue to increase? 

 (A) The greater the performance demands placed on satellites, the more frequently those 
satellites break down. 

 (B) Since the risk to insurers of satellites is spread over relatively few units, insurance 
premiums are necessarily very high. 

 (C) When satellites reach orbit and then fail, the causes of failure are generally impossible 
to pinpoint with confidence. 

 (D) Most satellites are produced in such small numbers that no economies of scale can be 
realized. 

 (E) Since many satellites are built by unwieldy international consortia, inefficiencies are 
inevitable. 
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Q7. A political party considered by many citizens extreme and incompetent is working hard at 
overcoming what it perceives as an unfair and prejudiced public image. The group believes 
it is stereotyped simply because it opposes any pre-emptive military action, which is 
unpopular, and calls for a 50% reduction in carbon emissions, a cut far more severe than 
most citizens want. 
 Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the party's belief about the source 
of its poor public image? 

 (A) The current ruling political party, whose popularity is at near record levels, launched a 
pre-emptive military strike against a neighbouring country three weeks ago. 

 (B) A neighbouring country recently suffered a surprise attack that devastated its country 
and polluted   its environment. 

 (C) A popular rival party bans unilateral attacks to defend the homeland and unconditionally 
supports a 60% reduction in carbon emissions. 

 (D) A recent poll showed that a party whose most prominent candidate supports pre-
emptive war and minimal carbon restrictions is quite popular. 

 (E) Twenty years ago, a pacifist party successfully and popularly ruled the country. 
 
Q8. This year Italy experienced extreme frost that damaged thousands of olive trees throughout 

the country. This damage resulted in a smaller olive harvest which reduced the availability of 
Italian olive oil, and, given the same demand for the product, raised the price of olive oil on 
the international market. 
 Consequently, experts say we should expect the consumer price for domestically produced 
olive oil in the United States to rise as well this year, assuming the United States does not 
import-any olive oil from Italy over the next 12 months. 
 Assuming the statements above are true, and domestic demand remains constant, 
which of the following actions could best counter the experts' prediction of an increase 
in olive oil prices this year for consumers in the United States? 

 (A) Support incentives advocating the decrease of domestic olive oil production. 
 (B) Support incentives promoting an increase in olive oil production in the United States. 
 (C) Support policies suspending the importation of Italian olive oil for two years. 
 (D) Support the increase hiring of workers to harvest olives in the United States. 
 (E) Support the importation of Italian olive oil this year. 
 
Q9. A drug that is very effective in treating some forms of cancer can, at present, be obtained 

from the bark of the raynhu, a tree that is quite rare in the wild. It takes the bark of 
approximately 5,000 trees to make one pound of the drug. It follows, then, that continued 
production of the drug must inevitably lead to raynhu’s extinction. 

 Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the above conclusion? 
 (A) The drug made from raynhu bark is dispensed to doctors from a central authority. 
 (B) The drug made from the raynhu bark is expensive to produce. 
 (C) The leaves of the raynhu are used in a large number of medical products. 
 (D) The raynhu can be propagated from cuttings and cultivated by farmers. 
 (E) The raynhu generally grows in largely inaccessible places. 
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Q10. State spokesperson: Many businesspeople who have not been to our state believe that we 
have an inadequate road system. Those people are mistaken, as is obvious from the fact that 
in each of the past six years, our state has spent more money per mile on road improvements 
than any other state. 
 Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the reasoning in the 
spokesperson’s argument? 

 (A) In the spokesperson’s state, spending on road improvements has been increasing more 
slowly over the past six years than it has in several other states. 

 (B) Adequacy of a state’s road system is generally less important to a businessperson 
considering doing business there than is the availability of qualified employees. 

 (C) Over the past six years, numerous businesses have left the spokesperson’s state, but 
about as many businesses have moved into the state. 

 (D) In general, the number of miles of road in a state’s road system depends on both the 
area and the population of the state. 

 (E) Only states with seriously inadequate road systems need to spend large amounts of 
money on road improvements. 

 
Q11.  Guidebook Writer: I have visited hotels throughout the country and have noticed that in those 

built before 1930 the quality of the original carpentry work is generally superior to that in hotels 
built afterward. Clearly, carpenters working on hotels before 1930 typically worked with more 
skill, care and effort than carpenters who have worked on hotels built subsequently.  
 Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the guidebook writer’s argument? 

 (A) The quality of original carpentry in hotels is generally far superior to the quality of original 
carpentry in other structures, such as houses and stores. 

 (B) Hotels built since 1930 can generally accommodate more guests than those built before 
1930. 

 (C) The materials available to carpenters working before 1930 were not significantly 
different in quality from the materials available to carpenters working after 1930. 

 (D) The better the quality of original carpentry in a building, the less likely that building is to 
fall into disuse and be demolished.  

 (E) The average length of apprenticeship for carpenters has declined significantly since 
1930. 
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Q12.  In two months, the legal minimum wage in the country of Kirlandia will increase from five 
Kirlandic dollars(KD5.00) Per hour to KD5.50 per hour. Opponents of this increase have 
argued that the resulting rise in wages will drive the inflation rate up. In fact, its impact on 
wages will probably be negligible, since only a very small proportion of all Kirfandic workers 
are currently receiving less than KD5.50 per hour.  

 Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the argument? 
 (A) Most people in kirlandia who are currently earning the minimum wage have been 

employed at their current jobs for less than a year. 
 (B) Some firms in Kirlandia have paid workers considerably less than KD5.00 per hour, in 

violation of kirlandic employment regulations. 
 (C) Many businesses hire trainees at or near the minimum wage but must reward trained 

workers by keeping their paylevels above the pay level of trainees. 
 (D) The greatest growth in Kirlandia’s economy in recent years has been in those sectors 

where workers earn wages that tend to be much higher than the minimum wage. 
 (E) The current minimum wage is insufficient for a worker holding only one job to earn 

enough to support a family, even when working full time at that job. 
 
Q13.  At Churchill High School, nearly 1,500 students are considered obese. This is true even 

though over 1,200 students participate in extracurricular athletics or dance, activities offered 
by the school to promote physical fitness. Clearly, the school’s athletics and dance programs 
are not rigorous enough. 

 The above reasoning is flawed because it: 
 (A)  Overlooks the fact that there may be minimal overlap between the two populations cited. 
 (B)  Does not compare Churchill High School’s programs with programs at other schools. 
 (C)  Fails to assess the rigor of each activity individually. 
 (D)  Does not consider other factors, such as diet and genetics, that could lead to obesity in 

high school students. 
 (E)  Fails to adequately outline the criteria that would lead to a student being considered 

obese. 
 
Q14.  Prior to 1971, the United States was on various forms of a gold standard through which the 

value of the dollar was backed by gold reserves, and paper money could be redeemed for 
gold on demand. Since 1971, the United States dollar has been a fiat currency backed by 
"full faith and credit” of the government and not backed by, valued in, or convertible into gold. 
A gold standard restricts the ability of government to print money at will and to spend more 
than it earns in tax revenue. Besides, the economy has historically performed best under a 
gold standard. Therefore, for reasons above, the voters should vote for a party that backs the 
return of the gold standard in the country. 
 Which of the following data sets can be best used by the author of the above argument 
to further his conclusion? 

 (A) Major economic indicators of United States since 1980 
 (B) Expenditure on education and healthcare from 1960 to 2000 
 (C) Money printed by the government as proportion of the Gross Domestic Product from 

1950 to 1970 
 (D) Growth in the difference between the revenue and expenditure figures for the 

government for the last 100 years beginning from 1901. 
 (E) Economic growth in the country in 1971 and in 1972. 
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Q15.  After thousands of miles of use, the tread on many bike tires wears down. One common 
theory about why tires wear down contends that the perpetual friction & heat generated by 
the contact between the tire & pavement erode the material on the surface of the tire. 
However, a local scientist who is also an avid cyclist proposed a new theory for why bike tires 
wear down. This scientist contended that chemicals from the road's composition & chemicals 
from rain residue wore down the surface of the tire.  
 Which of the following would best evaluate the veracity of the scientist's theory?  

 (A)  Ride a road bike aggressively through spring rain storms.  
 (B)  Place chemicals from rain water and pavement on a bike's idle tires. 
 (C)  Ascertain whether chemicals from the road's composition also reside within the bike's 

frame.   
 (D)   Ascertain whether the bike's frame is made of rust-resistant components.  
 (E)  Determine the number of miles that a bike tire can be used on a wet road before wearing 

down. 
 
Q16.  Plantings of cotton bioengineered to produce its own insecticide against bollworms, a major 

cause of crop failure, sustained little bollworm damage until this year. This year the plantings 
are being seriously damaged by bollworms. Bollworms, however, are not necessarily 
developing resistance to the cotton’s insecticide. Bollworms breed on corn, and last year 
more corn than usual was planted throughout cotton growing regions. So, it is likely that the 
cotton is simply being overwhelmed by corn-bred bollworms.  
 In evaluating the argument, which of the following would it be most useful to establish? 

 (A)  Whether corn could be bioengineered to produce the insecticide 
 (B)  Whether there are insecticides that can be used against bollworms that have developed 

resistance to the insecticide produced by the bioengineered cotton 
 (C)  Whether other crops that have been bioengineered to produce their own insecticide 

successfully resist the pests against which the insecticide was to protect them 
 (D)  Whether plantings of bioengineered cotton are frequently damaged by insect pests 

other than bollworms 
 (E)  Whether plantings of cotton that does not produce the insecticide are suffering unusually 

extensive damage from bollworms this year  
 
Q17.  It is true that it is against international law to provide aid to certain countries that are building 

nuclear programs. But, if Russian companies do not provide aid, companies in other countries 
will. 

 Which of the following is most like the argument above in its logical structure? 
 (A) It is true that it is against U.S policy to negotiate with kidnappers.  But if the United States 

wants to prevent loss of life it must negotiate in some cases.   
 (B)  It is true that it is illegal to sell diamonds that originate in certain countries.  But there is 

a long tradition in Russia of stockpiling diamonds.   
 (C)  It is true that it is illegal for an attorney to participate in a transaction in which an apparent 

conflict of interest exists.  But, if the facts are examined carefully, it can clearly be seen 
that no actual conflict of interest exists in the defendant’s case.   

 (D)  It is true that it is against the law to steal cars.  But someone else certainly would have 
stolen that car if the defendant had not done so first.   

 (E)  It is true that company policy forbids managers from making personal loans to 
employees without advance clearance from at least one vice president.  But many 
managers have disobeyed this policy.  
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Q18.   Dana intentionally watered the plant every other day. But since the plant was a succulent, 
and needed dry soil, the frequent watering killed the plant. Therefore, Dana intentionally killed 
the plant.  
 Which one of the following arguments exhibits a flawed pattern of reasoning most 
similar to the flawed pattern of reasoning exhibited in the argument above? 

 A) Jack stole $10 from Kelly and bet it on a race. The bet returned $100 to Jack. Therefore, 
Jack really stole $100 from Kelly. 

 (B) Celeste knows that coffee is grown in the mountains in Peru and that Peru is in South 
America. Therefore, Celeste should know that coffee is grown in South America. 

 (C) The restaurant owner decided to take an item off her restaurant’s menu. This decision 
disappointed Jerry because that item was his favorite dish. Therefore, the restaurant 
owner decided to disappoint Jerry. 

 (D) The heavy rain caused the dam to break, and the breaking of the dam caused the fields 
downstream to be flooded. Therefore, the heavy rain caused the flooding of the fields. 

 (E) The power plant raised the water temperature, and whatever raised the water 
temperature is responsible for the decrease in fish. Therefore, the power plant is 
responsible for the decrease in fish. 

 
Q19.  People buy prestige when they buy a premium product. They want to be associated with 

something special. Mass-marketing techniques and price-reduction strategies should not be 
used because ______________________________. 

 (A)  continued sales depend directly on the maintenance of an aura of exclusivity 
 (B)  affluent purchasers currently represent a shrinking portion of the population of all 

purchasers  
 (C)  purchasers of premium products are concerned with the quality as well as with the price 

of the products 
 (D)  expansion of the market niche to include a broader spectrum of consumers will increase 

profits 
 (E)  manufacturing a premium brand is not necessarily more costly than manufacturing a 

standard brand of the same product 
 
Q20.  The more worried investors are about losing their money, the more they will demand a high 

potential return on their investment; great risks must be offset by the chance of great rewards. 
This principle is the fundamental one in determining interest rates, and it is illustrated by the 
fact that __________________________.  

 (A)  successful investors are distinguished by an ability to make very risky investments 
without worrying about their money 

 (B)  lenders receive higher interest rates on unsecured loans than on loans backed by 
collateral 

 (C)  in times of high inflation, the interest paid to depositors by banks can actually be below 
the rate of inflation 

 (D)  at any one time, a commercial bank will have a single rate of interest that it will expect 
all of its individual borrowers to pay 

 (E)  the potential return on investment in a new company is typically lower than the potential 
return on investment in a well-established company 
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Q21.  Real Estate Agent: Next year, the occupancy rate for residential rental properties in Riverton 
will increase despite projections of decreasing population in the city. Generally, when a city’s 
population decreases, so does the occupancy rate for residential rental properties. However, 
in the continuing climate of increasing interest rates on home mortgages, an unusually large 
number of Riverton residents who would typically buy homes will opt to rent instead.  

 The boldfaced statements in the argument above play which of the following roles? 
 (A)  The first is a conclusion drawn by the agent; the second is evidence that weighs against 

the agent’s conclusion. 
 (B)  The first is a consideration that weighs against the agent’s prediction; the second is that 

prediction. 
 (C)  The first describes a pattern of cause and effect; the second describes a situation for 

which this pattern will not hold. 
 (D)  The first is the agent’s prediction; the second is reasoning offered in support of this 

prediction. 
 (E)  The first is an undisputed statement of fact; the second is a position that is supported 

by this fact. 
 
Q22.  The fight against the drug trade in Country X should focus for the time being on 

tightening the country’s borders and targeting its major smugglers. Wiping out poppy 
fields in rural areas means even greater hardship for an economically depressed farming 
population. Rather, the United Nations and the government of Country X must carefully 
rebuild agricultural infrastructure in areas where the economy depends on these 
poppy fields. 

 What purpose do the two boldface sentences serve in the passage? 
 (A)  The first is the conclusion drawn by the speaker; the second is the alternative to that 

conclusion. 
 (B)  The first presents an argument; the second presents evidence to support the argument. 
 (C)  The first presents a problem; the second poses an ideal solution to the problem. 
 (D)  The first presents a popular solution to a problem; the second presents a solution 

preferred by the author. 
 (E)  The first is a short-term solution to a problem; the second is a long-term solution to the 

same problem. 
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Q23.  Last year a record number of new manufacturing jobs were created. Will this year bring 
another record? Well, any new manufacturing job is created either within an existing company 
or by the start-up of a new company. Within existing firms, new jobs have been created this 
year at well below last year’s record pace. At the same time, there is considerable evidence 
that the number of new companies starting up will be no higher this year than it was last year, 
and surely the new companies starting up this year will create no more jobs per 
company than did last year’s start-ups. Clearly, it can be concluded that the number of 
new jobs created this year will fall short of last year’s record. 

 In the argument given, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
 (A)  The first is a prediction that, if accurate, would provide support for the main conclusion 

of the argument; the second is that main conclusion. 
 (B)  The first is a prediction that, if accurate, would provide support for the main conclusion 

of the argument; the second is a conclusion drawn in order to support that main 
conclusion. 

 (C)  The first is an objection that the argument rejects; the second is the main conclusion of 
the argument. 

 (D)  The first is an objection that the argument rejects; the second presents a conclusion that 
could be drawn if that objection were allowed to stand. 

 (E)  The first is a claim that has been advanced in support of a position that the argument 
opposes; the second is a claim advanced in support of the main conclusion of the 
argument 

 
Q24.  A product that represents a clear technological advance over competing products can 

generally command a high price. Because technological advances tend to be quickly 
surpassed and companies want to make large profits while they still can, many companies 
charge the maximum possible price for such a product. But large profits on the new 
product give competitors a strong incentive to quickly match the new product’s capabilities. 
Consequently, the strategy to maximize overall profit from a new product is to charge less 
than the greatest possible price.  
 In the argument above, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 

 (A)  The first is a consideration raised to argue that a certain strategy is counterproductive; 
the second presents that strategy. 

 (B)  The first is a consideration raised to support the strategy that the argument 
recommends; the second presents that strategy. 

 (C)  The first is a consideration raised to help explain the popularity of a certain strategy; the 
second presents that strategy. 

 (D)  The first is an assumption, rejected by the argument, that has been used to justify a 
course of action; the second presents that course of action. 

 (E)  The first is a consideration that has been used to justify adopting a certain strategy; the 
second presents the intended outcome of that strategy. 
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Q25.  Editorial: An arrest made by a Midville police officer is provisional until the officer has taken 
the suspect to the police station and the watch commander has officially approved the arrest. 
Such approval is denied if the commander judges that the evidence on which the provisional 
arrest is based is insufficient. A government efficiency expert has observed that almost all 
provisional arrests meet the standards for adequacy of evidence that the watch 
commanders enforce. The expert has therefore recommended that, because the officers’ 
time spent obtaining approval is largely wasted, the watch commander’s approval no 
longer be required. This recommendation should be rejected as dangerous, however, since 
there is no assurance that the watch commanders’ standards will continue to be observed 
once approval is no longer required.  

 In the editorial, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
 (A)  The first is a claim, the accuracy of which is disputed by the editorial; the second is a 

conclusion drawn in order to support the main conclusion of the editorial. 
 (B)  The first is a finding that was used in support of a proposal that the editorial opposes; 

the second is a judgment that was based on that finding and in turn was used to support 
the proposal. 

 (C)  The first is an observation that the editorial disputes; the second is a conclusion that 
was drawn from that observation. 

 (D)  The first is a finding introduced to support the main conclusion of the editorial; the 
second is that main conclusion. 

 (E)  The first is a conclusion, the evidence for which the editorial evaluates; the second is 
part of the evidence cited in favor of that conclusion 

 
Q26.  Although the earliest surviving Greek inscriptions written in an alphabet date from the eighth 

century B.C., the fact that the text of these Greek inscriptions sometimes runs from right 
to left and sometimes from left to right indicates that the Greeks adopted alphabetic writing at 
least two centuries before these inscriptions were produced. After all, the Greeks learned 
alphabetic writing from the Phoenicians, and presumably, along with the alphabet, they also 
adopted the then-current Phoenician practice with respect to the direction of text. And although 
Phoenician writing was originally inconsistent in direction, by the eighth century B.C. 
Phoenician was consistently written from right to left and had been for about two 
centuries. 

 In the argument given, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 
 (A)  The first and the second each describe evidence that has been used to challenge the 

position that the argument seeks to establish. 
 (B)  The first is evidence that forms the basis for an objection to the position that the 

argument seeks to establish; the second is that position. 
 (C)  The first is evidence that forms the basis for an objection to the position that the 

argument seeks to establish; the second is a consideration that is introduced to counter 
the force of that evidence. 

 (D)  The first and the second each provide evidence in support of the position that the 
argument seeks to establish. 

 (E)  The first provides evidence in support of the position that the argument seeks to 
establish; the second is that position. 
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Answer Key – Home Assignment 
 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 E 

Q.3 C 

Q.4 B 

Q.5 D 

Q.6 A 

Q.7 C 

Q.8 B 

Q.9 D 

Q.10 E 

Q.11 D 

Q.12 C 

Q.13 A 

Q.14 D 

Q.15 B 

Q.16 E 

Q.17 D 

Q.18 C 

Q.19 A 

Q.20 B 

Q.21 D 

Q.22 E 

Q.23 A 

Q.24 C 

Q.25 B 

Q.26 D 
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Analytical Writing Assessment 

 

The ANALYTICAL WRITING MEASURE (AWM) section tests critical thinking and analytical writing 

skills. It assesses ability to articulate and support complex ideas, construct and evaluate arguments, 

and sustain a focused and coherent discussion. It is always the first section of the test. It does not 

assess specific content knowledge. 

The AWM section consists of two tasks – “Analyze an Issue” and “Analyze an Argument”. 

Task Duration What does it measure? 

The issue task 30 minutes The Issue task presents an opinion on an issue 

of general interest followed by specific 

instructions on how to respond to that issue 

 You are assessed on: 

 how you evaluate the issue  

 consider its complexities and develop an 

argument with reasons and examples to 

support your views 

The Argument task 30 minutes The Argument task requires you to evaluate a 

given argument according to specific 

instructions 

You are assessed on: 

  how you consider the logical soundness 

of the argument rather than agree or 

disagree with the position it presents 

 

SCORE DESCRIPTION 

The reported score ranges from 0 to 6 in half-point increments 

You are assessed on your critical thinking skills: 

 Your response must be insightful with in-depth analysis of complex ideas 

  You must develop and support main points with logically compelling reasons and/or highly 

persuasive examples. 

  Your response must be well focused and well organized. 

 You must use sentence variety and precise vocabulary to convey meaning effectively. 

 You must demonstrate superior facility with sentence structure and language usage. 

 You may have minor errors that do not interfere with meaning. 
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SCORING GUIDELINES FOR “ANALYZE AN ISSUE” TASK 

 

SCORE 6 – OUTSTANDING 

In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 response presents a cogent, well-articulated analysis 

of the issue and conveys meaning skilfully. 

A typical response in this category: 

 articulates a clear and insightful position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task 

 develops the position fully with compelling reasons and/or persuasive examples 

 sustains a well-focused, well-organized analysis, connecting ideas logically 

 conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety 

 demonstrates superior facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, 

usage and mechanics), but may have minor errors 

 

SCORE 5 – STRONG 

In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 response presents a generally thoughtful, well-

developed analysis of the issue and conveys meaning clearly. 

A typical response in this category: 

 presents a clear and well-considered position on the issue in accordance with the assigned 

task 

 develops the position with logically sound reasons and/or well-chosen examples 

 is focused and generally well organized, connecting ideas appropriately 

 conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety 

 demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English, but may have minor 

errors 

 

SCORE 4 – ADEQUATE 

In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 response presents a competent analysis of the issue 

and conveys meaning with acceptable clarity. 

A typical response in this category: 

 presents a clear position on the issue in accordance with the assigned task 

 develops the position with relevant reasons and/or examples 

 is adequately focused and organized 

 demonstrates sufficient control of language to express ideas with acceptable clarity 

 generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English, but may have 

some errors 
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SAMPLE ISSUE TASK 

“As people rely more and more on technology to solve problems, the ability of humans to think for 

themselves will surely deteriorate.” 

Discuss the extent to which you agree or disagree with the statement and explain your reasoning 

for the position you take. In developing and supporting your position, you should consider ways in 

which the statement might or might not hold true and explain how these considerations shape your 

position. 

 

SAMPLE ISSUE RESPONSE – SCORE 6 

The statement linking technology negatively with free thinking plays on recent human experience 

over the past century. Surely there has been no time in history where the lived lives of people have 

changed more dramatically. A quick reflection on a typical day reveals how technology has 

revolutionized the world. Most people commute to work in an automobile that runs on an internal 

combustion engine. During the workday, chances are high that the employee will interact with a 

computer that processes information on silicon bridges that are .09 microns wide. Upon leaving 

home, family members will be reached through wireless networks that utilize satellites orbiting the 

earth. Each of these common occurrences could have been inconceivable at the turn of the 19th 

century. 

The statement attempts to bridge these dramatic changes to a reduction in the ability for humans to 

think for themselves. The assumption is that an increased reliance on technology negates the need 

for people to think creatively to solve previous quandaries. Looking back at the introduction, one 

could argue that without a car, computer, or mobile phone, the hypothetical worker would need to 

find alternate methods of transport, information processing and communication. Technology short 

circuits this thinking by making the problems obsolete. 

However, this reliance on technology does not necessarily preclude the creativity that marks the 

human species. The prior examples reveal that technology allows for convenience. The car, 

computer and phone all release additional time for people to live more efficiently. This efficiency 

does not preclude the need for humans to think for themselves. 

In fact, technology frees humanity to not only tackle new problems, but may itself create new issues 

that did not exist without technology. For example, the proliferation of automobiles has introduced a 

need for fuel conservation on a global scale. With increasing energy demands from emerging 

markets, global warming becomes a concern inconceivable to the horse-and-buggy generation. 

Likewise, dependence on oil has created nation-states that are not dependent on taxation, allowing 

ruling parties to oppress minority groups such as women. Solutions to these complex problems 

require the unfettered imaginations of maverick scientists and politicians. 

In contrast to the statement, we can even see how technology frees the human imagination. 

Consider how the digital revolution and the advent of the internet has allowed for an unprecedented 

exchange of ideas. WebMD, a popular internet portal for medical information, permits patients to 

self-research symptoms for a more informed doctor visit. This exercise opens pathways of thinking 

that were previously closed off to the medical layman. With increased interdisciplinary interactions, 
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inspiration can arrive from the most surprising corners. Jeffrey Sachs, one of the architects of the 

UN Millennium Development Goals, based his ideas on emergency care triage techniques. The 

unlikely marriage of economics and medicine has healed tense, hyperinflation environments from 

South America to Eastern Europe.  

This last example provides the most hope in how technology actually provides hope to the future of 

humanity. By increasing our reliance on technology, impossible goals can now be achieved. 

Consider how the late 20th century witnessed the complete elimination of smallpox. This disease 

had ravaged the human race since prehistorical days, and yet with the technology of vaccines, free 

thinking humans dared to imagine a world free of smallpox. Using technology, battle plans were 

drawn out, and smallpox was systematically targeted and eradicated. 

Technology will always mark the human experience, from the discovery of fire to the implementation 

of nanotechnology. Given the history of the human race, there will be no limit to the number of 

problems, both new and old, for us to tackle. There is no need to retreat to a Luddite attitude to new 

things, but rather embrace a hopeful posture to the possibilities that technology provides for new 

avenues of human imagination. 

 

RATER COMMENTARY FOR ESSAY RESPONSE — SCORE 6 

The author of this essay stakes out a clear and insightful position on the issue and follows the 

specific instructions by presenting reasons to support that position. The essay cogently argues that 

technology does not decrease our ability to think for ourselves, but merely provides "additional time 

for people to live more efficiently." In fact, the problems that have developed alongside the growth 

of technology (pollution, political unrest in oil-producing nations) actually call for more creative 

thinking, not less. 

In further examples, the essay shows how technology allows for the linking of ideas that may never 

have been connected in the past (like medicine and economic models), pushing people to think in 

new ways. Examples are persuasive and fully developed; reasoning is logically sound and well 

supported. 

Ideas in the essay are connected logically, with effective transitions used both between paragraphs 

("However" or "In contrast to the statement") and within paragraphs. Sentence structure is varied 

and complex and the essay clearly demonstrates facility with the "conventions of standard written 

English (i.e., grammar, usage and mechanics)," with only minor errors appearing. Thus, this essay 

meets all the requirements for receiving a top score, a 6. 
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SCORING GUIDELINES FOR “ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT” TASK 

 

SCORE 6 – OUTSTANDING 

In addressing the specific task directions, a 6 response presents a cogent, well-articulated 
examination of the argument and conveys meaning skilfully. 

A typical response in this category: 

 clearly identifies aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task and examines them 
insightfully 

 develops ideas cogently, organizes them logically and connects them with clear transitions 

 provides compelling and thorough support for its main points 

 conveys ideas fluently and precisely, using effective vocabulary and sentence variety 

 demonstrates superior facility with the conventions of standard written English (i.e., grammar, 
usage and mechanics), but may have minor errors 

 

SCORE 5 – STRONG 

In addressing the specific task directions, a 5 response presents a generally thoughtful, well-
developed examination of the argument and conveys meaning clearly. 

A typical response in this category: 

 clearly identifies aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task and examines them 
in a generally perceptive way 

 develops ideas clearly, organizes them logically and connects them with appropriate 
transitions 

 offers generally thoughtful and thorough support for its main points 

 conveys ideas clearly and well, using appropriate vocabulary and sentence variety 

 demonstrates facility with the conventions of standard written English, but may have minor 
errors 

 

SCORE 4 – ADEQUATE 

In addressing the specific task directions, a 4 response presents a competent examination of the 
argument and conveys meaning with acceptable clarity. 

A typical response in this category: 

 identifies and examines aspects of the argument relevant to the assigned task, but may also 
discuss some extraneous points 

 develops and organizes ideas satisfactorily, but may not connect them with transitions 

 supports its main points adequately, but may be uneven in its support 

 demonstrates sufficient control of language to convey ideas with reasonable clarity 

 generally demonstrates control of the conventions of standard written English, but may have 
some errors 
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SAMPLE ISSUE TASK 

In surveys Mason City residents rank water sports (swimming, boating and fishing) among their 

favorite recreational activities. The Mason River flowing through the city is rarely used for these 

pursuits, however, and the city park department devotes little of its budget to maintaining riverside 

recreational facilities. For years there have been complaints from residents about the quality of the 

river's water and the river's smell. In response, the state has recently announced plans to clean up 

Mason River. Use of the river for water sports is therefore sure to increase. The city government 

should for that reason devote more money in this year's budget to riverside recreational facilities. 

Write a response in which you examine the stated and/or unstated assumptions of the argument. 

Be sure to explain how the argument depends on the assumptions and what the implications are if 

the assumptions prove unwarranted. 

 

SAMPLE ARGUMENT RESPONSE – SCORE 6 

While it may be true that the Mason City government ought to devote more money to riverside 

recreational facilities, this author's argument does not make a cogent case for increased resources 

based on river use. It is easy to understand why city residents would want a cleaner river, but this 

argument is rife with holes and assumptions, and thus, not strong enough to lead to increased 

funding. 

Citing surveys of city residents, the author reports city resident's love of water sports. It is not clear, 

however, the scope and validity of that survey. For example, the survey could have asked residents 

if they prefer using the river for water sports or would like to see a hydroelectric dam built, which 

may have swayed residents toward river sports. The sample may not have been representative of 

city residents, asking only those residents who live upon the river. The survey may have been 10 

pages long, with 2 questions dedicated to river sports. We just do not know. Unless the survey is 

fully representative, valid, and reliable, it cannot be used to effectively back the author's argument. 

Additionally, the author implies that residents do not use the river for swimming, boating, and fishing, 

despite their professed interest, because the water is polluted and smelly. While a polluted, smelly 

river would likely cut down on river sports, a concrete connection between the resident's lack of river 

use and the river's current state is not effectively made. Though there have been complaints, we do 

not know if there have been numerous complaints from a wide range of people, or perhaps from 

one or two individuals who made numerous complaints. To strengthen his/her argument, the author 

would benefit from implementing a normed survey asking a wide range of residents why they do not 

currently use the river. 

Building upon the implication that residents do not use the river due to the quality of the river's water 

and the smell, the author suggests that a river clean-up will result in increased river usage. If the 

river's water quality and smell result from problems which can be cleaned, this may be true. For 

example, if the decreased water quality and aroma is caused by pollution by factories along the 

river, this conceivably could be remedied. But if the quality and aroma results from the natural 

mineral deposits in the water or surrounding rock, this may not be true. There are some bodies of 

water which emit a strong smell of sulphur due to the geography of the area. This is not something 
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likely to be affected by a clean-up. Consequently, a river clean up may have no impact upon river 

usage. Regardless of whether the river's quality is able to be improved or not, the author does not 

effectively show a connection between water quality and river usage. 

A clean, beautiful, safe river often adds to a city's property values, leads to increased tourism and 

revenue from those who come to take advantage of the river, and a better overall quality of life for 

residents. For these reasons, city government may decide to invest in improving riverside 

recreational facilities. However, this author's argument is not likely significantly persuade the city 

government to allocate increased funding. 

 

RATER COMMENTARY FOR ESSAY RESPONSE — SCORE 6 

This insightful response identifies important assumptions and thoroughly examines their 

implications. The essay shows that the proposal to spend more on riverside recreational facilities 

rests on three questionable assumptions, namely: 

 that the survey provides a reliable basis for budget planning 

 that the river’s pollution and odor are the only reasons for its limited recreational use 

 that efforts to clean the water and remove the odor will be successful 

By showing that each assumption is highly suspect, this essay demonstrates the weakness of the 

entire argument. For example, paragraph 2 points out that the survey might not have used a 

representative sample, might have offered limited choices, and might have contained very few 

questions on water sports. 

Paragraph 3 examines the tenuous connection between complaints and limited use of the river for 

recreation. Complaints about water quality and odor may be coming from only a few people and, 

even if such complaints are numerous, other completely different factors may be much more 

significant in reducing river usage. Finally, paragraph 4 explains that certain geologic features may 

prevent effective river clean-up. Details such as these provide compelling support. 

In addition, careful organization ensures that each new point builds upon the previous ones. For 

example, note the clear transitions at the beginning of paragraphs 3 and 4, as well as the logical 

sequence of sentences within paragraphs (specifically paragraph 4). 

Although this essay does contain minor errors, it still conveys ideas fluently. Note the effective word 

choices (e.g., "rife with . . . assumptions" and "may have swayed residents"). In addition, sentences 

are not merely varied; they also display skilful embedding of subordinate elements. 

Since this response offers cogent examination of the argument and conveys meaning skilfully, it 

earns a score of 6. 



®

Registered Office:

401, Sai Infotech, R.B. Mehta Marg, Outside Ghatkopar East Station,
Ghatkopar (East), Mumbai 400077

E-mail: support@inspiruseducation.com | Website: www.inspiruseducation.com

@inspirusedu @inspirusedu @inspirusedu @inspirusedumentors


	Page 1
	Page 6

