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Sentence Completion Drill 1 
  
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Blake’s reputation for weakness is ___________: almost all who have worked with him say 

he is a disciplined, intellectually formidable, and very tough politician. 

A. specious 

B. pervasive 

C. irreversible 

D. trivial 

E. ambivalent 

 

02.  It is a paradox of the Victorians that they were both ___________ and, through their empire, 
cosmopolitan.  

A. capricious 

B. insular 

C. mercenary 

D. idealistic 

E. intransigent 

 

03.  Though many professional book reviewers would agree that criticism should be  
(i)___________ enterprise, a tendency to write (ii)___________ reviews has risen, partly out 
of the mistaken belief that sharing personal details will help reviewers stand out of the pack. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. an anonymous D. scathing 

B. an even-handed E. confessional 

C. a spirited F. superficial 

 

04.  Many of the unusual behaviors attributed to crows – such as drinking coffee or presenting 
gifts to people who feed them – are based on (i)___________ and therefore fall into the 
category of (ii)___________ rather than science. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. long-term observation D. anecdote 

B. controlled experiments E. speculation 

C. second-hand testimony F. hypothesis 
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05.  The skin of the poison dart frog contains deadly poisons called batrachotoxins. But the  
(i)___________ of the toxins has remained an enigma, as the frog does not (ii)___________ 
them. Now an analysis suggests that the melyrid beetle is the source. Collected beetle 
specimens all contained batrachotoxins, suggesting that these beetles are (iii)___________ 
by the frogs. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. effect D. pressure G. eaten 

B. origin E. produce H. neutralized 

C. purpose F. suffer from I. poisoned 

 

06.  Although Thaler employs an innovative mode of analysis, his study offers yet another 
examination of quite (i)___________ ground — namely, the culture ideology of Norwegian-
American preservationist writers in the early twentieth century. The history, literature, and 
changing internal dynamics of the Norwegian subculture in America constitute a particularly 
well-studied area. Anyone familiar with the authoritative work of scholars in the field will 
(ii)___________ little in Thaler’s study that is (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. unfamiliar D. find G. accurate 

B. well-worked E. understand H. new 

C. fruitful F. reveal I. recognizable 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 
07.  Though it may seem as if more than a century of ___________ has made the electrical grid 

an all-encompassing web connecting the whole of the continent, many vast and beautiful 
areas remain without power. 

A. refinement 

B. expansion 

C. ubiquity 

D. augmentation 

E. omnipresence 

F. isolation 
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08.  Much of the literature of railroad seeks someone to ___________, and it is thus replete with 
encomiums on entrepreneurs and managers. 

A. indict 

B. rehabilitate 

C. exalt 

D. valorize 

E. emulate 

F. excoriate 

 
09.  The political upheaval caught most people by surprise: despite the ___________ warnings 

of some commentators, it had never seemed that imminent. 

A. stern 

B. prescient 

C. prophetic 

D. indifferent 

E. repeated 

F. apathetic 

 

10.  The major ___________ of much popular history is that it betrays no interest in making 
intellectual contributions to our understanding of an issue. 

A. characteristic 

B. shortcoming 

C. dilemma 

D. quandary 

E. ploy 

F. fault 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  While early biographies of Florence Nightingale tended to be quite ___________, Lytton 

Strachey’s irreverent 1918 essay about her ushered in a new era, making it acceptable, even 
fashionable, to criticize her. 

A. unsympathetic 

B. sycophantic 

C. unsentimental 

D. censorious 

E. pedantic 

 
12.  The modest but functional new wing finally gives the museum the ___________ to serve its 

visitors properly, including multiple entrances to eliminate the lines that used to snake around 
the building. 

A. visibility 

B. wherewithal 

C. reputation 

D. solemnity 

E. panache 

 
13.  The benefits offered by information technology do not (i)___________ the need for individual 

reasoning; for example, Internet user should not allow the reasoning process to be 
(ii)___________ the mere accumulation raw data. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. disguise D. preceded by 

B. signal E. supplemented with 

C. diminish F. supplanted by 

 
14.  Because the book is largely concerned with an examination of various (i)___________ often 

encountered in contemporary thinking, such as an exaggerated appreciation for meaningless 
coincidence and a credulous accept of pseudoscience, much of the writing has a 
(ii)___________ quality to it. Nevertheless, it avoids the overly earned scolding tone common 
to many such endeavors. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. inadequacies D. debunking 

B. abstractions E. speculative 

C. complexities F. generalizing 
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15.  Most capuchin monkey conflict involves such a (i)___________ repertoire of gestural and 
vocal signals that it is difficult for researchers to tease apart the meanings of the individual 
signals. This (ii)___________ is (iii)___________ by the fact that many signals seem to shift 
in meaning according to the context in which they are produced and the developmental stage 
of the individuals producing them.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. precise D. problem G. augmented 

B. rich E. opportunity H. ameliorated 

C. straightforward F. oversight I. anticipated 

 

16.  Within the culture as a whole, the natural sciences have been so successful that the word 
“scientific” is often used in (i)___________ manner: it is often assumed that to call something 
“scientific” is to imply that its reliability has been (ii)___________ by methods whose results 
cannot reasonably be (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. an ironic D. maligned G. exaggerated 

B. a literal E. challenged H. anticipated 

C. an honorific F. established I. disputed 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  After rising continuously over the summer, commodity prices fell, leaving analyst wondering 

whether the downward trend is a turning point or merely a ___________ before demand picks 
up in the winter months. 

A. spike 

B. upsurge 

C. harbinger 

D. portent 

E. lull 

F. respite 
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18.  Doris Kearns Goodwin’s elegant, incisive study of Lincoln ___________ those whose 
knowledge of Lincoln is an amalgam of high school history and popular mythology as well as 
those who are experts. 

A. gratify 

B. entice 

C. inspire 

D. confuse 

E. perplex 

F. please 

 
19.  Explorers could not build each other’s knowledge if they could not trust records of previous 

explorers; thus exploration depended on the ___________ of those who had gone before. 

A. collegiality 

B. endurance 

C. exactitude 

D. meticulousness 

E. eminence 

F. tenacity 

 
20.  Well organized and researched and including all significant discoveries and medical 

scientists, this history of Western medicine has justly been called ___________. 

A. encyclopaedic 

B. long-winded 

C. exhaustive 

D. rambling 

E. overbearing 

F. undiscriminating 
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Sentence Completion Drill 1 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 B 

Q.3 A, E 

Q.4 C, D 

Q.5 B, E, G 

Q.6 B, D, H 

Q.7 B, D 

Q.8 C, D 

Q.9 B, C 

Q.10 B, F 

Q.11 B 

Q.12 B 

Q.13 C, F 

Q.14 A, D 

Q.15 B, D, G 

Q.16 C, F, I 

Q.17 E, F 

Q.18 A, F 

Q.19 C, D 

Q.20 A, C 

 
 
 
 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 2  8 
 

Sentence Completion Drill 2 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. For centuries, animals have been used as ___________ for people in experiments to assess 

the effects of therapeutic and other agents that might later be used in humans. 

A. benefactors 

B. companions  

C. examples  

D. precedents 

E. surrogates 

 

02.  My grandma has a strong belief in all things ___________: she insists, for example, that the 
house in which she lived as a child was haunted. 

A. clamorous 

B. invidious 

C. numinous 

D. empirical 

E. sonorous 

 

03.  The (i)___________of molecular oxygen on Earth-sized planets around other stars in the 
universe would not be (ii)___________sign of life: molecular oxygen can be a signature of 
photosynthesis (a biotic process) or merely of the rapid escape of water from the upper 
reaches of a planetary atmosphere (an abiotic process). 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. dearth D. controversial 

B. presumption E. an unambiguous 

C. detection F. a possible 

 

04.  Given the (i)___________ the committee and the (ii)___________ nature of its investigation, 
it would be unreasonable to gainsay the committee’s conclusions at first glance. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. sterling reputation of D. superficial 

B. lack of finding of E. spontaneous 

C. ad hoc existence of F. exhaustive 
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05.  Natural selection tends to eliminate genes that cause inherited diseases, acting most strongly 
against the most severe diseases; consequently, hereditary diseases that are (i)__________ 
would be expected to be very (ii)___________, but, surprisingly, they are not. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. widespread D. rare 

B. lethal E. dangerous 

C. unusual F. acute 

 

06.  Now that photographic prints have become a popular field for collecting, auctions are 
becoming more (i)___________. It is not just the entry of new collectors into the field that is 
causing this intensification. Established collectors’ interests are also becoming more  
(ii)___________. Those who once concentrated on the work of either the nineteenth-century 
pioneers or the twentieth-century modernists are now keen to have (iii)___________ 
collections.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. competitive D. fickle G. comprehensive 

B. tedious E. wide-ranging H. legitimate 

C. exclusive F. antiquarian I. impressive 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  The beauty of the scientific approach is that even when individual researchers do 
___________ bias or partiality, others can correct them using a framework of evidence on 
which everyone broadly agrees. 

A. overreact to 

B. deviate from 

C. succumb to 

D. recoil from 

E. yield to 

F. shrink from 
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08.  The reconstruct known work is beautiful and also probably ___________: it is the only 
Hebrew verse written by a woman. 

A. singular 

B. unique 

C. archaic 

D. counterfeit 

E. valuable 

F. fake 

 
09.  In a book that inclines to ___________, an epilogue arguing that ballet is dead arrives simply 

as one more overstatement. 

A. pessimism 

B. misinterpretation 

C. imprecision 

D. vagueness 

E. exaggeration 

F. hyperbole 

 
10.  While nurturing parents can compensate for adversity, cold or inconsistent parents may 

___________ it.  

A. neutralize  

B. exacerbate  

C. ameliorate 

D. aggravate  

E. relieve 

F. eradicate  
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Though we live in an era of stunning scientific achievement, many otherwise educated people 

remain indifferent to or contemptuous of such achievement, even going so far as to 
___________ their ignorance of basic physics. 

A. decry 

B. condone 

C. remedy 

D. boast of 

E. downplay 

 
12.  Slight but ___________ variation in the timing of the star’s pulses led astronomers to deduce 

that it was being pulled backwards and forwards by three planets orbiting around it.  

A. subtle 

B. regular 

C. undetectable 

D. inconsequential 

E. explicable 

 
13.  The great (i)___________ of most books that examine the American presidency is their 

ideological bias, but for most part, this volume on the presidency maintains an impressive 
degree of (ii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. limitation  D. certainty 

B. contribution  E. objectivity  

C. paradox F. fluency  

 
14.  Many of the towns that have voted to keep incinerators in the county’s solid waste plan have 

done so not because they necessarily (i)___________ incinerators, but because they are  
(ii)___________ to narrow their waste-disposal options. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. question D. willing 

B. favor E. eager 

C. oppose F. loath 
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15.  Just because, as a photographer, Friedlander (i)___________ places that most people 
consider ugly does not mean that he is out to prove they are beautiful. Instead, his work 
suggests that the photographer simply cannot ignore so much of the built American 
landscape but is obligated to (ii)___________ what we pass through day in and day out, 
regardless of (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. tends to avoid D. document G. authenticity 

B. is harshly critical of E. emulate H. truthfulness 

C. is interested in F. discredit I. aesthetics 

 
16.  Both very good and very bad books are easy to review. Praise and (i)___________ come 

easily. But what of books that contain a muddle of virtues and vices? Here the reviewer’s task 
is more (ii)___________: the author’s useful and thought-provoking observations need to be 
(iii)___________ the useless and tedious. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. ambivalence D. evident G. supplanted by 

B. compliment E. demanding H. sifted from 

C. censure F. manageable I. overshadowed by 

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  In matters of taste, the art patron and collector Peggy Guggenheim was ___________, she 

was for the strangest, the most surprising, the most satisfying, the best, the unique.  

A. a neophyte 

B. a novice 

C. a realist 

D. an extremist 

E. a pragmatist 

F. a zealot 
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18.  The laboratory maze has grown ever less ___________ since it was first invented; instead of 
hoping to lose a rodent in a labyrinth, today’s scientists design mazes to elicit a few simple, 
easily measured behaviors.  

A. intricate 

B. extensive 

C. effective 

D. convoluted 

E. useful 

F. prevalent 

 
19.  In mathematics, judgments about the validity of proofs are mediated by peer-reviewed 

journals; to ensure ___________, reviewers are carefully chosen by journal editors, and the 
identity of scholars whose papers are under consideration are kept secret. 

A. timelessness 

B. originality 

C. fairness 

D. comprehensiveness 

E. objectivity 

F. novelty 

 
20.  Since some contemporary Western dieticians believe that the only function of food is to 

provide nourishment, these dieticians view an emphasis on the aesthetic dimension of the 
culinary arts as ___________.  

A. unprecedented 

B. unwarranted 

C. illuminating 

D. groundless 

E. promising 

F. novel 
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Sentence Completion Drill 2 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 E 

Q.2 C 

Q.3 C, E 

Q.4 A, F 

Q.5 B, D 

Q.6 A, E, G 

Q.7 C, E 

Q.8 A, B 

Q.9 E, F 

Q.10 B, D 

Q.11 D 

Q.12 B 

Q.13 A, E 

Q.14 B, F 

Q.15 C, D, I 

Q.16 C, E, H 

Q.17 D, F 

Q.18 A, D 

Q.19 C, E 

Q.20 B, D 
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Sentence Completion Drill 3 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Among the Meakambut people of Papua New Guinea, legends are associated with specific 

caves in the Sepik region, and these legends are ___________: only the cave owner can 
share its secrets. 

A. impenetrable 

B. immutable 

C. proprietary 

D. didactic 

E. self-perpetuating 

 

02.  We often regard natural phenomena like rainfall as mysterious and unpredictable; although 
for short time spans and particular places they appear so, in fact on a truly global scale, nature 
has been a model of ___________. 

A. reliability 

B. diversity 

C. complexity 

D. plasticity 

E. discontinuity 

 

03.  The economic recovery was somewhat lopsided: (i)___________ in some of the industrial 
economies while (ii)___________ in others of them.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. unexpected D. robust 

B. feeble E. turbulent 

C. swift F. predictable 

 

04.  Although trains may use energy more (i)___________ than do automobiles, the latter move 
only when they contain at least one occupant, whereas railway carriages spend a 
considerable amount of time running up and down the tracks (ii)___________, or nearly so. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. lavishly D. vacant 

B. efficiently E. unimpeded 

C. routinely F. overlooked 
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05.  Art (i)___________ science, but that does not mean that the artist must also be a scientist; 
an artist uses the fruits of science but need not (ii)___________ the theories from which they 
derive. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. incorporates D. anticipate 

B. imitates E. contest 

C. transcends F. understand 

 

06.  During the widespread fuel shortage, the price of gasoline was so (i) ___________ that 
suppliers were generally thought to be (ii) ___________ the consumer. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. reactive D. cheating 

B. depressed E. gouging  

C. excessive F. blackmailing  

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  Members of the union’s negotiating team insisted on several changes to the company’s 
proposal before they would support it, making it clear that they would ___________ no 
compromise.  

A. disclose 

B. reject 

C. brook 

D. tolerate 

E. repudiate 

F. weigh 

 
08.  Wilson is wont to emphasize the ___________ of ants, how ants with full stomachs will 

regurgitate liquid food for those without, or how the old will fight so the young can survive. 

A. beneficence 

B. altruism 

C. unpredictability 

D. intelligence 

E. fecundity 

F. fertility 
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09.  During the Renaissance, the use of optical lenses, which were capable of projecting images 
onto blank canvases, greatly aided artists by allowing them to accurately observe and depict 
the external world; in other words, these lenses were instrumental in conveying 
___________. 

A. idealism 

B. optimism 

C. ambition 

D. realism 

E. sanguinity 

F. verisimilitude 

 
10.  The professor’s habitual air of ___________ was a misleading front, concealing amazing 

reserves of patience and a deep commitment to his students’ learning. 

A. cordiality 

B. irascibility 

C. disorganization 

D. conviviality 

E. diffidence 

F. exasperation 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  In the last two hundred years, the practice of archaeology has changed greatly, from digging 

up ancient artifacts for use by wealthy individuals as art objects to analyzing the detritus of 
everyday life in the laboratory, and thus from ___________ to data collection. 

A. supposition 

B. theorizing 

C. fact-finding 

D. treasure hunting 

E. scientific discovery 

 
12.  History teaches us that science is not ___________ enterprise; indeed, it is quite the 

opposite, a motley assortment of tools designed to safeguard researchers against their own 
biases. 

A. an opportunistic 

B. an anomalous 

C. a haphazard 

D. a collective 

E. a monolithic 

 
13.  What they see in Tanaka is the one candidate capable of (i)___________ leadership, in direct 

contrast to Williamson, whose term in office has been marred by (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. compassionate D. grandstanding 

B. decisive E. partisanship 

C. nepotistic F. vacillation 

 
14.  Despite having only recently learned to walk, toddlers make the most (i)___________ dance 

students. Their joy in movement is so pure, so complete, and so (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. skilled D. futile 

B. inattentive E. irrelevant 

C. delightful F. contagious 
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15.  Readers may initially be irked by the book’s apparent (i) ___________ but, once immersed 
in the author’s prose, they may come to regard the work’s (ii) ___________ as an asset. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. aimlessness  D. subtlety 

B. flippancy E. discursions 

C. tendentiousness F. exhaustiveness 

 
16.  Unambiguous texts can allow their readers to (i)___________ them quickly, but ambiguous 

texts can have the attractive (ii)___________ of multiple possible interpretations, all of which 
can be considered equally (iii)___________, and none of which is the single true meaning.
  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. misunderstand D. stigma G. valid 

B. complicate  E. blemish H. frank 

C. comprehend  F. allure I. inveterate 

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Harper Lee’s narration in To Kill a Mockingbird is ___________, mixing an adult’s and a 

child’s perspective according to no logic other than the immediate exigencies of the plot. 

A. a paradigm 

B. a hodgepodge 

C. a model 

D. an innovation 

E. a patchwork 

F. an embarrassment 

 
18.  The employee had a reputation for fractiousness, but his co-workers found him to be, on the 

contrary, quiet ___________.  

A. insightful 

B. sagacious 

C. affable  

D. easygoing  

E. capable  

F. productive 
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19.  Even though women in the US would not gain the rights to vote until 1920, throughout the 
nineteenth century many feminist goals were gradually ___________, especially the rights of 
married women to control their own property.  

A. realized 

B. abandoned 

C. eroded 

D. modified 

E. revised 

F. achieved 

 
20.  Edited collections of scholarly essays generally tend to be somewhat uneven: they suffer from 

the ___________ subject matter of the various essays, the lack of an overarching and 
consistent thesis, and the variable quantity of the contributions.  

A. intriguing 

B. heterogeneous 

C. comprehensive 

D. disparate 

E. mediocre 

F. engaging 
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Sentence Completion Drill 3 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 C 

Q.2 A 

Q.3 B, D 

Q.4 B, D 

Q.5 A, F 

Q.6 C, E 

Q.7 C, D 

Q.8 A, B 

Q.9 D, F 

Q.10 B, F 

Q.11 D 

Q.12 E 

Q.13 B, F 

Q.14 C, F 

Q.15 A, E 

Q.16 C, F, G 

Q.17 B, E 

Q.18 C, D 

Q.19 A, F 

Q.20 B, D 
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Sentence Completion Drill 4 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Though the volume of radioactive waste produced by nuclear power plants is ___________, 

the problem of how to dispose of that waste is not: rather, it is of major importance. 

A. unmanageable 

B. troubling 

C. significant 

D. modest 

E. deceptive 

 

02.  It is seemingly a paradox that the Amazon rainforest, one of the lushest ecosystems on the 
planet, supports itself on the most ___________ of all soils. 

A. austere 

B. acidic 

C. coarse 

D. stark 

E. infertile 

 

03.  The school system’s modest plan for curriculum improvements has (i)___________ local 
educators: some call it (ii)___________ effort, while others say it is a pragmatic approach 
given the complexity of the task. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. surprised D. genuine 

B. impressed E. half-hearted 

C. divided F. practical 

 

04.  Though at first the investigation revealed no misdeeds on the part of the CEO, eventually he 
was shown to be (i)_________ the scheme that (ii)__________ stockholders out of millions. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. unaware of D. ostracized 

B. complicit in E. bilked 

C. opprobrious of F. plumbed 
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05.  The (i)___________ quality of much contemporary drawing may be attributable to the use of 
photography as a drawing shortcut. Photography (ii)___________ modern arts, but when it 
is used as a tracing tool in order to (iii)___________ the difficulties of achieving correct 
proportion, the resulting art often feels static and lifeless. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. inert D. frequently enervated G. augment 

B. jubilant E. wonderfully enriched H. foreground 

C. sensuous F. inevitably circumscribed I. circumvent 

 

06.  To read Joanna Scott is to admire the work of a (i)___________. From sentence to story, she 
narrates with great skill and (ii)___________, so that the reader soon relaxes in the assurance 
that a hint or a brushstroke delivered in Chapter One will be (iii)___________ before the novel 
comes to an end. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. proselytizer D. deliberation G. given import 

B. prophet E. enthusiasm  H. largely forgotten 

C. virtuoso F. flamboyance I. overwhelmed with details 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

07.  While it is always clear that the author's message is heartfelt, it is mostly buried by 
shortcomings of style, organization, and production, although the book does become more 
___________ toward the end. 

A. sincere 

B. intelligible 

C. orthodox 

D. readable 

E. frank 

F. voluble 

 
08.  A clever form of diplomacy involves subtly inducing the other party to propose your preference 

so that your ___________ their requests appears as the granting of concession. 

A. accession to 

B. inattention to 

C. subversion of 

D. abnegation of 

E. repudiation of 

F. acquiescence to 
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09.  The exhibit is not so much a retrospective as a ___________; the artist’s weaker, early 
work is glossed over, and any evidence of his ultimate dissolution is absent entirely. 

A. paean 

B. polemic 

C. tirade 

D. panacea 

E. eulogy 

F. crescendo 

 
10.  The vegetation at Stone Mountain, the best known of the large rock masses known as 

monadnocks, is far from ___________, having been decimated by hiking traffic. 

A. blighted 

B. endangered 

C. picturesque 

D. pristine 

E. undisturbed 

F. vulnerable 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  The governor might conceivably find a genuine resolution to the budgetary dilemma, but she 

may be tempted to engage in a deception: a(n) ___________ exercise in fiscal prudence. 

A. rigorous 

B. conniving 

C. specious 

D. ambiguous 

E. egalitarian 

 
12.  Although the discipline maintained by the CEO of the company was highly admirable, 

her___________ ended up annoying even the most effective employees. 

A. meekness 

B. humbleness 

C. officiousness 

D. dishonesty 

E. compliance 

 
13.  New inventions often begin by (i)___________ what has come before; their full power to 

effect change is realized only after much use. Power-using companies, for example, took 
many years to recognize that with electricity they did not need to cluster their machinery 
around a power source, a necessity imposed by the use of steam power. Instead, power 
could be (ii)___________ their operations. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. uprooting D. consolidated around 

B. mimicking E. incorporated into 

C. dismissing F. transmitted to 

 
14.  The author’s best-selling book on Virginia Woolf is not (i)___________ treatment of her 

subject; on the contrary, it presents (ii)___________ portrait of the novelist’s faults and all. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. an idealized D. an unflinching 

B. a comprehensive E. a slapdash  

C. a compelling  F. an erudite 
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15.  The new art museum’s (i)___________ building augurs well for that ambitious institution 
because it speaks of (ii)___________ contemporary architecture on the part of the board of 
directors that may (iii)___________ equal astuteness about contemporary art. 

 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. nondescript D. a discernment about G. conceal 

B. striking E. a hostility toward  H. supplant 

C. formidable F. an intoxication by I. promise 

 
16.  The modern iron suspension bridge dates from the early nineteenth century, but it did not 

have (i)___________ debut; many early suspension bridges were damaged, if not outright 
destroyed, by the wind. There were few (ii)___________, however, so the form 
(iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. a propitious D. obvious parallels G. declined 

B. a conspicuous E. practical alternatives H. inspired 

C. an equivocal  F. unnoticed instances I. persisted 

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Even if the story now seems a surprisingly innocuous overture to the author’s later, more fully 

developed narrations, it ___________ some of the key traits of those bleaker tales. 

A. avoids 

B. belies 

C. undercuts 

D. anticipates 

E. possesses 

F. prefigures 

 
18.  While recognizing that recent reports of cyber warfare, phone-hacking scandals, and identity 

thefts have tended to accent the destructive connotation of the word, Sue Halpern maintains 
that “hacking” is such ___________ term that its meaning nearly always derives from its 
context. 

A. a generic 

B. a catholic 

C. a positive 

D. a subjective 

E. an affirmative 

F. a technical 
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19.  He’s a ___________ fellow, always outstanding and deploying his formidable lexicon for 
oratorical style. 

A. declamatory 

B. grandiloquent 

C. didactic 

D. titanic 

E. florid 

F. cabalistic 

 
20.  Carry Grant’s reputation as a suave and ___________ ladies’ man extended beyond the 

silver screen to his real life, where he was known to never let a woman pull out her own chair 
(this, of course was well before the feminist revolution caused a difference in opinion about 
such behavior). 

A. consummate 

B. genteel 

C. debonair 

D. waggish 

E. couth 

F. cosmopolitan 
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Sentence Completion Drill 4 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 D 

Q.2 E 

Q.3 C, E 

Q.4 B, E 

Q.5 A, E, I 

Q.6 C, D, G 

Q.7 B, D 

Q.8 A, F 

Q.9 A, E 

Q.10 D, E 

Q.11 C 

Q.12 C 

Q.13 B, F 

Q.14 A, D 

Q.15 B, D, I 

Q.16 A, E, I 

Q.17 D, F 

Q.18 A, B 

Q.19 A, B 

Q.20 B, E 
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Sentence Completion Drill 5 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. In contrast to such sparsely populated terrestrial habitats as desert and tundra, the oceans 

___________ with a seemingly endless array of creatures. 

A. teem 

B. flow 

C. evolve 

D. roil 

E. ebb 

 

02.  Barring the discovery of new letters, hidden diaries, or the like, fresh information about 
eminent people is hard to find because their lives have been so intensely ___________. 

A. ridiculed 

B. scrutinized 

C. admired 

D. embellished 

E. underrated 

 

03.  Recent scholarship has questioned the (i)___________ of tropical forests around the world. 
Archaeologists have shown, for example, that the largest contiguous tract of what was 
thought to be virgin rain forest in the southern Amazon had been transformed into a cultural 
parkland before European contact, and many of the forest islands in West Africa’s savanna 
forest transition zone are (ii)___________ as well. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. diversity D. isolated 

B. naturalness E. endangered  

C. sustainability F. anthropogenic 

 

04.  A (i)___________ to disseminate the vast scientific knowledge of our time to non-scientists 
shows real (ii)___________ the magnificent achievement humanity is capable of, like 
allowing a great work of art to molder in a warehouse. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. triumph D. indifference to 

B. failure E. enthusiasm for  

C. diffusion F. glory of 
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05.  Cultures can shape attitudes and beliefs in ways that (i)___________ conscious awareness 
or control; in other words, cultural orientations may develop from processes that do not entail 
(ii)___________ participation, and cultures may pervade subtle psychological dynamics in 
ways that individuals may not be able to (iii)___________. Thus, theories and tools developed 
to study implicit cognition may increase our understanding of the complex interplay between 
culture and individuals. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. operate outside of D. active G. report 

B. tend to facilitate E. random  H. maintain 

C. may not alter F. rote I. condone 

 

06.  Publisher, publicist, and broadcasters love anniversaries, those occasions when historical 
events become (i)___________ in (ii)___________ culture of celebration. On such occasions 
patriotic sentiment and national pride wrapped in the panoply of history to manufacture a 
mythical past that is serviceable for public (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. elusive moments D. an authentic G. consumption 

B. marketable artifacts E. a commercial  H. scrutiny 

C. raging controversies F. an elitist I. censure 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  In the absence of a surface gradient, the new laws of refraction and reflection are ___________ 
the conventional law, so they represent more of an extension than a complete revolution. 

A. inferable from 

B. entailed by 

C. antithetical to 

D. coincident with 

E. antecedent to 

F. oppositional to 
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08.  Flawed as it may be because it is conducted by subjective scientists, science itself has 
methods that help us ___________ our biases and talk about objective reality with some 
validity. 

A. bypass 

B. reduce 

C. exacerbate 

D. magnify 

E. acknowledge 

F. circumvent 

09.  In Japanese aesthetics, especially but not only in Noh, beauty contains the idea of 
___________: beauty must have an air of evanescence, the intimation of its own demise. 

A. transience 

B. symmetry 

C. decay 

D. simplicity 

E. balance 

F. deterioration 

 
10.  The uniquely human ability to rethink and revise our social arrangements is a weird blessing, 

allowing us to create systems that are as likely to ___________ us as to liberate us. 

A. cheer 

B. shackle 

C. admonish 

D. educate 

E. stifle 

F. enliven 

 
  



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 5  32 
 

For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Few studies have been published on ground-squirrel dispersal, and most of them have 

involved very small sample sizes, thus most statements regarding ground-squirrel dispersal 
must be considered ___________. 

A. invaluable 

B. unexceptional 

C. inveterate 

D. routine 

E. conjectural 

 

12.  To criticize a disaster film for being ___________ is a bit silly since people do not go to 
disaster movies to see an honest portrayed of reality. 

A. expensive 

B. harrowing 

C. derivative 

D. implausible  

E. convoluted  

 

13.  It would be naïve to treat remarks made in diaries or personal letters as giving especially 
candid access to historical truth or even as being expressions of the writer’s true state of 
mind, since the (i)___________ for exaggeration and deception in those forms is virtually 
non-existent. Diaries and letters are rarely sites for (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. motivation D. premeditated manipulation 

B. penalty E. childish theatrics  

C. tendency F. balanced reflection 

 

14.  The author paints a rather dark picture of book publishing as a hidebound industry, one that 
is facing a profound change in its mode of production but is so (i)___________ its past that it 
is (ii)___________ the opportunity offered by technological changes. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. alienated from D. eager to exploit 

B. emboldened by E. unable to seize  

C. encumbered by F. forced to reconsider 
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15.  The experimental theater company’s members know that their performances (i)___________ 
an audience, that they were dense and unpredictable and not always easy to digest. But none 
of the techniques used would be (ii)___________ anyone with an interest in music or films. 
Indeed, they would seem strange only to people who expected to see traditionally crafted 
plays. The actors therefore felt that theater critics’ derisive commentary showed only that the 
critics (iii)___________ the company’s work. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. made demands on D. contemplated by G. lambasted 

B. had to command E. alien to  H. exploited 

C. were sure to please F. intuitive for I. misunderstood 

 

16.  Franklin Pierce was an expansionist American president who signed the treaty authorizing 
the Gadsden Purchase of land from Mexico, but his similar attempt to (i)_________ Cuba 
was unpopular, even within his own party. He further cemented the (ii)_________ of his 
political opponents with his pro-slavery policies, which ultimately led his party to 
(iii)_________ him and reject his bid for a second term. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. boycott D. enmity G. galvanize 

B. bolster E. approbation H. abide 

C. annex F. largess I. repudiate 

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  The Chavez Pass archaeological site was initially interpreted as indicative of ___________ 

society, since it was thought to have been at the center of a cluster of smaller, contemporary 
settlements that it presumably controlled. 

A. an expansionist 

B. a hierarchical 

C. an urban 

D. a heterogeneous 

E. a diverse 

F. a stratified 
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18.  Although the insistence on balancing expenditure against tax revenues has contributed to the 
economy’s stagnation, unfortunately, the government does not seem likely to ___________ 
this rigid policy. 

A. initiate 

B. persist in 

C. recant 

D. repudiate 

E. continue 

F. publicize 

 

19.  Although its director ___________ that the movie uses a documentary approach in portraying 
the famous sit-down strike, in practice its characters are heavily fictionalized and fall into 
familiar Hollywood types. 

A. asserts 

B. concedes 

C. guarantees 

D. disputes 

E. maintains 

F. grants 

 

20.  For all the ___________ the new CEO has received from the press recently, her staff have a 

 decidedly less rosy view of her. 

A. encomiums 

B. tributes 

C. evaluations 

D. critiques 

E. attention 

F. publicity 
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Sentence Completion Drill 5 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 B 

Q.3 B, F 

Q.4 B, D 

Q.5 A, D, G 

Q.6 B, E, G 

Q.7 A, B 

Q.8 A, F 

Q.9 C, F 

Q.10 B, E 

Q.11 E 

Q.12 D 

Q.13 B, F 

Q.14 C, E 

Q.15 A, E, I 

Q.16 C, D, I 

Q.17 B, F 

Q.18 C, D 

Q.19 A, E 

Q.20 A, B 
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Sentence Completion Drill 6 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 20, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. He was normally entirely (i)___________, but in the embarrassing situation in which he found 

himself he felt compelled to (ii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. equable D. concede 

B. considerate E. prevaricate 

C. forthright F. capitulate 

 

02.  Even though the auditors (i)___________ the accountant, his reputation, hitherto 
unblemished, was (ii)___________ by the allegations of fraud.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. indicted D. enhanced 

B. betrayed E. tarnished 

C. vindicated F. condoned 

 

03.  Do not be fooled by her (i)___________ manner; her superficial (ii)___________ belies her 
worldliness. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. unsophisticated D. proficiency 

B. gregarious E. naiveté 

C. off-hand  F. seriousness 

 

04.  Harding was unable to (i)___________ the results of the survey; although entirely 
unexpected, the figures were obtained by a market research firm with an (ii)___________ 
reputation.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. believe D. mediocre 

B. accept E. unenviable 

C. discount F. impeccable 
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05.  (i)___________ at this time would be inadvisable; we have not yet accumulated sufficient 
expertise to warrant anything other than a (ii)___________ approach.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. Circuitous proceedings D. decisive 

B. Vacillation E. direct 

C. Precipitate action F. cautious 

 

06.  Since ancient times sculpture has been considered the prerogative of men; women sculptors 
have, until recently, consistently met with (i)___________, or even (ii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. discouragement D. ridicule 

B. vilification E. approbation 

C. concern F. tolerance 

 

07.  Wilson (i)___________ that human beings inherit a tendency to feel an affinity and awe for 
other living things, in the same way that we are (ii)___________ to be inquisitive or to protect 
our young at all costs.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. contends D. predisposed 

B. fears E. taught 

C. demurs F. encouraged 

 
08.  As were many colonial administrators, Gregory was (i)___________ in his knowledge of the 

grammar of the local language, though his accent was almost (ii)___________. 

 Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. deficient D. unintelligible 

B. faultless E. germane 

C. erratic F. stentorian 

 
09.  One (i) ___________ of the new scheme is that it might actually (ii) ___________ just those 

applicants that it was intended to encourage. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. attraction D. induce 

B. highlight E. daunt 

C. drawback F. attract 
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10.  Known as “The City of Trees”, Sacramento has more trees per capita than does Paris, is filled 
with tree-lined streets and thoroughfares and even has (i)___________ art installation in City 
Hall. However, recent budget cuts have (ii)___________ the Urban Forestry workforce, 
causing some concern about the future of Sacramento’s green canopy. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. an arboreal D. amalgamated 

B. an impressionist E. ameliorated 

C. a terrestrial F. abridged 

 
11.  The new film was practically a (i)___________ to Canada, with its shots of Toronto landmarks 

such as Honest Ed’s, sonic Boom record store, and Parliament Street. Even t-shirts, such as 
a Canadian coffee shop t-shirt and a Canadian indie-rock band shirt, stress to viewers that 
the film is (ii)___________Canadian. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. breach D. unreservedly 

B. dearth E. obscurely 

C. paean F. cinematically 

 
12.  While some (i)___________, such as Lewis Carroll’s lasting creation “chortle” coming from 

the words “snort” and “chuckle” add meaning and richness to our language, others, such as 
the recent “reincarnation,” can make the speaker simply seem (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. chorals D. antipodal 

B. neologisms E. erudite 

C. canons F. benighted 

 
13.  Two recent research papers have found that the cytokine colony-stimulating factor, which is 

(i)___________ in many human pancreatic cancers, effectively (ii)___________ the tumor 
from the immune system. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. upregulated D. helps 

B. embedded E. masks 

C. generated F. prevents 
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14.  For several years, scientists have been (i)___________ placebo interventions – a medically 
ineffectual treatment for a disease or other medical conditions intended to (ii)___________ 
the recipient that, prior to 1990s, had been studied largely as foils to “real” drugs. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. dissecting D. cure 

B. integrating E. deceive 

C. using F. treat 

 
15.  Despite giving an impression of being unobservant, the professor was actually quite 

(i)___________. He was so abundant in this quality that he could tell that the deceitful student 
was (ii) ___________the true reason behind his being late. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. perspicacious D. justifying 

B. rude E. dissembling 

C. obtuse F. simulating 

 
16.  During translation, many of the powerful (i)___________from the previous language are lost. 

Rather than improving the message, most translations (ii)___________ the process of 
making texts cross language barriers. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. nuances D. exacerbate 

B. profundity E. compromise 

C. romanticism F. remove 

 
17.  Even though Tom Joad comes out of jail at the beginning of The Grapes of Wrath, his 

(i)___________ is not completely extinguished; he’d still aggravate some of the police officers 
he encountered. His audacity caused him to pursue an (ii)___________ life while fleeing the 
authorities. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. perspicacity D. itinerant 

B. effrontery E. dissembling 

C. belligerence F. settled 
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18.  The ultimate objective of the Environmental Protection Agency is to (i)___________ the 
nation's environmental laws. A policy of strict enforcement furthers that objective by 
conveying to regulated governments and businesses the clear message that their 
environmental obligations (ii)___________ 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. formulate policy for D. are ever-evolving 

B. advocate for E. should be taken seriously 

C. gain compliance with F. are not too burdensome 

 
19.  The biologists described how vultures (i)___________ portions of carcasses and play a 

crucial role in maintaining the ecological balance as (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. devour D. parasites 

B. hunt E. predators 

C. seize F. scavengers 

 
20.  The characters Jake from the author's first novel and Reich from the author's final and 

posthumously published work reside in entirely different milieus. Yet, the two share common 
(i)___________. It is fascinating to observe the personal relationships each one forges.  Both 
the former, a mere adolescent, and the latter, in his twilight years, care too much and hence 
are (ii)___________. It seems the author came full circle, realizing near the end of her own 
life that compassion's shackles respect no age. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. life experiences D. incapable of action 

B. cultural influences E. driven to self-destruction 

C. psychic ground F. virtuous to a fault 
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Sentence Completion Drill 6 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 C, E 

Q.2 C, E 

Q.3 A, E 

Q.4 C, F 

Q.5 C, F 

Q.6 A, D 

Q.7 A, D 

Q.8 B, D 

Q.9 C, E 

Q.10 A, F 

Q.11 C, D 

Q.12 B, F 

Q.13 A, E 

Q.14 A, E 

Q.15 A, E 

Q.16 A, D 

Q.17 B, D 

Q.18 C, E 

Q.19 A, F 

Q.20 C, D 
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Sentence Completion Drill 7 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 20, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. The significance of the Magna Carta lies not in its ___________ provisions, but in its broader 

impact: it made the king subject to the law. 

A. specific 

B. revolutionary 

C. implicit 

D. controversial 

E. finite 

 

02. An institution concerned about its reputation is at the mercy of the actions of its members 
because the misdeeds of individuals are often used to ___________ the institutions of which 
they are a part. 

A. reform 

B. coerce 

C. honour 

D. discredit 

E. intimidate 

 

03.  Their mutual teasing seemed friendly but in fact it ___________ a long-standing hostility. 

A. produced 

B. masked 

C. contravened 

D. discouraged 

E. averted 

 

04.  In many science fiction films, the opposition of good and evil is portrayed as a conflict between 
technology, which is ___________, and the errant will of a depraved intellectual. 

A. useful 

B. dehumanizing 

C. unfettered 

D. beneficent 

E. malevolent 
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05.  Dependence on foreign sources of heavy metals, though ___________, remains a problem 
for United States foreign policy. 

A. deepening 

B. excessive  

C. diminishing  

D. debilitating 

E. unavoidable 

 

06.  Although nothing could be further from the truth, freight railroads have been accused of 
___________ the nation's shift from oil to coal by charging exorbitant fees to transport coal. 

A. interfering with  

B. accelerating 

C. delaying 

D. contributing to 

E. impeding  

 

07.  In scientific inquiry it becomes a matter of duty to expose a ___________ hypothesis to every 
possible kind of examination. 

A. tentative 

B. controversial 

C. well-established 

D. logical 

E. fraudulent 

 
08.  Her ___________ should not be confused with miserliness; as long as I have known her, she 

has always been willing to assist those who are in need. 

A. intemperance 

B. frugality  

C. apprehension 

D. diffidence 

E. intolerance  
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09.  Unfortunately, his damaging attacks on the ramifications of the economic policy have been 
___________ by his wholehearted acceptance of that policy's underlying assumptions. 

A. supplemented 

B. diverted 

C. wasted 

D. undermined  

E. redeemed 

 
10.  The sheer diversity of tropical plants represents a seemingly ___________ source of raw 

materials, of which only a few have been utilized. 

A. exploited 

B. quantifiable 

C. inexhaustible  

D. controversial  

E. remarkable 

 

11.  Noting that few employees showed any (i)___________ for complying with the corporation's 
new safety regulations, Peterson was forced to conclude that acceptance of the regulations 
would be ___________, at best. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. aptitude D. imminent 

B. regard E. grudging 

C. enthusiasm F. indeterminate 

 
12.  In recent decades, the idea that Cezanne influenced Cubism has been caught in the 

(i)___________ between art historians who credit Braque with its invention and those who 
(ii)___________ Picasso. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. crossfire D. prefer 

B. interplay E. substitute 

C. paradox F. tout 
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13.  A leading chemist believes that many scientists have difficulty with stereochemistry because 
much of the relevant nomenclature is ___________, in that it combines concepts that should 
be kept ___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. imprecise  D. interrelated 

B. specialized E. discrete 

C. obscure F. intact 

 
14.  Although Mount Saint Helens has been more ___________ during the last 4,500 years than 

any other volcano in the coterminous United States, its long dormancy before its recent 
eruption ___________ its violent nature. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. igneous D. belied 

B. explosive E. suggested 

C. unpredictable F. restrained 

 
15.  People should not be praised for their virtue if they lack the energy to be (i) ___________; in 

such cases, goodness is merely the effect of (ii) ___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. iniquitous D. hesitation 

B. unjust E. effortlessness 

C. wicked F. indolence 

 
16.  As for the alleged value of expert opinion, one need only (i)___________ government records 

to see (ii)__________ evidence of the failure of such opinions in many fields. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. consult D. irrefutable  

B. retain E. circumstantial 

C. evaluate F. questionable 

 
17.  Charlotte Salomon's biography is a reminder that the currents of private life, however 

diverted, dislodged, or twisted by (i)___________ public events, retain their hold on the 
(ii)___________ recording them. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. dramatic D. audience 

B. overpowering  E. majority 

C. relentless F. individual 
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18.  In the machinelike world of classical physics, the human intellect appears (i)___________, 
since the mechanical nature of classical physics does not (ii)___________ creative 
reasoning, the very ability that had made the formulation of classical principles possible. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. anachronistic D. allow for 

B. contradictory  E. speak to 

C. anomalous  F. associate with 

 

19.  During the 1960's, assessments of the family shifted remarkably, from general endorsement 
of it as a worthwhile, stable institution to widespread (i) ___________ it as an oppressive and 
bankrupt one whose (ii) ___________ was both imminent and welcome. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. flight from D. restitution 

B. censure of E. dissolution 

C. relinquishment of F. ascent 

 

20.  Documenting science's (i)___________ philosophy would be (ii)___________, since it is 
almost axiomatic that many philosophers use scientific concepts as the foundations for their 
speculations. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. influence on D. elementary 

B. differences from E. inappropriate 

C. reliance on F. superfluous  
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Sentence Completion Drill 7 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 D 

Q.3 B 

Q.4 D 

Q.5 C 

Q.6 E 

Q.7 A 

Q.8 B 

Q.9 D 

Q.10 C 

Q.11 C, E 

Q.12 A, F 

Q.13 A, E 

Q.14 B, D 

Q.15 C, F 

Q.16 A, D 

Q.17 B, F 

Q.18 C, D 

Q.19 B, E 

Q.20 A, F 
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Sentence Completion Drill 8 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01.  The Labrador duck is one of the most ___________ extinct birds: although there are a fair 

number of specimens, few have yielded reliable data, and little is known about the species’ 
breeding patterns. 

A. anomalous 

B. controversial 

C. enigmatic 

D. misrepresented 

E. cherished 

 

02.  The research found that in assessing others, many people hold an unconscious view that 
competence and warmth are (i)___________: when they perceive a person to be highly 
capable, they infer that he or she must have a tendency to be (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. inversely related  D. unfeeling  

B. mutually reinforcing E. ambitious  

C. equally important  F. disingenuous 

 

03.  Mr. Stevens found that home schooling, far from representing (i)___________ philosophy, 
(ii)___________ some of the most widely accepted education ideas: that children should be 
treated as individuals, taught in small numbers, and given a measure of discretion over their 
own learning. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. a benign D. overcomes 

B. an orthodox E. anticipates  

C. an anomalous F. embodies  
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04.  He was never (i)___________; he was nothing if not (ii)___________, so he always took great 
care before declaring his passion. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. chivalrous D. boorish 

B. impetuous E. circumspect 

C. thoughtful F. spontaneous 

 

05.  Computers make it spectacularly easy to search for particular pieces of information in 
downloaded texts. And doing research in this strategic, targeted manner can feel  
(i)___________. Instead of (ii)___________ the organizing logic of the book you are reading, 
you can approach the book with your own questions and (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. disorienting D. disregarding G. begin to discern the author’s intent 

B. empowering  E. imitating  H. glean precisely what you want from it 

C. humbling F. surrendering to  I. evaluate the book on its own terms 

 

06.  Given our species’ increasing numbers and appetites – which are reflected in and compounded 
by global climate change – even (i)___________ species are likely to become endangered 
within the foreseeable future. If we are to avoid a calamitous loss of biodiversity, according to 
The Globe, we cannot simply let nature take its course. Ongoing conservation management is 
(ii)___________, as we have, in a sense, become nature, and the responsibilities that come 
with the role cannot be (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. exotic D. ineffective G. contrived  

B. vulnerable E. obligatory H. assumed 

C. now common F. promising I. jettisoned  

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
07.  Miller reminded his clients that labor relationship are inherently ___________; the interests of 

business owners are diametrically opposed to those of employees. 

A. adversarial 

B. exploitative 

C. mercenary 

D. antagonistic 

E. variable 

F. changeable 
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08.  Progressive and reactionary populist movements are not necessarily ___________; each may, 
and usually does, possess features of the other. 

A. untenable 

B. paradoxical  

C. unsustainable 

D. subversive  

E. contradictory  

F. efficacious 

 
09.  Although one can adduce myriad of examples of ecosystem disruption by nonindigenous 

species, most introduced species that survive in fact appear to have quite ___________ effects 
on the ecosystem they have invaded. 

A. minimal 

B. trifling 

C. marked 

D. conspicuous 

E. intriguing 

F. deleterious 

 
10.  Although field studies have linked inbreeding to declines among song sparrow populations, 

some researchers argue that, in nature, inbreeding proves ___________ as a factor when 
compared with crushing blows from weather changes. 

A. hazardous 

B. momentous 

C. trivial 

D. significant 

E. precarious 

F. inconsequential 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Politicians who invoke the founders of the United States in support of their views seem to imply 

that the founders consistently concurred in their own views when in reality they were a highly 
___________ group of thinkers. 

A. erudite 

B. innovative 

C. predictable 

D. contentious 

E. methodical 

 

12.  Apparently, advanced tortoises evolved multiple times: the high-domed shells and columnar, 
elephantine feet of current forms are specializations for terrestrial life that evolved 
___________ on each continent. 

A. independently 

B. interchangeably 

C. paradoxically 

D. simultaneously 

E. symmetrically 

 

13.  Scholarly works on detective stories often begin with (i)___________, suggesting that there is 
something vaguely wrong with adults who spend their time reading such fiction and certainly 
something (ii)___________ those who devote energy to its analysis. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. chronologies D. awry in 

B. apologies E. astute about 

C. synopses F. courageous about 

 

14.  Due to the extraordinary circumstances, British business owners found themselves in a 
(i)___________ position during the Second World War, forced to accept regular interference 
from government and to acquiesce to (ii)___________ role for labor unions in negotiating the 
terms and conditions of employment. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. defensive D. a traditional 

B. dominant E. an enhanced 

C. customary F. a diminished 
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15.  As Ellen Donkin explains, in eighteenth-century England, writing plays (i)___________ 
women. Even when the (ii)___________ meant that playwriting did not bring personal fame, 
the work nevertheless enabled them to present their own views to the public and offered the 
possibility of acquiring capital. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. impressed  D. use of a pseudonym 

B. overextended E. lack of a producer 

C. empowered  F. poor remuneration 

 

16.  Recent scholarship has questioned the (i) ___________ of tropical forests around the world. 
Archaeologists have shown, for example, that the largest contiguous tract of what was thought 
to be virgin rain forest in the southern Amazon had been transformed into a cultural parkland 
before European contact, and many of the forest islands in West Africa’s savanna forest 
transition zone are (ii) ___________ as well. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. diversity D. isolated 

B. naturalness E. endangered  

C. sustainability F. anthropogenic 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Instead of demonstrating the ___________ of archaeological applications of electronic remote 

sensing, the pioneering study became, to some skeptics, an illustration of the imprudence of 
interpreting sites based on virtual archaeology. 

A. ubiquity 

B. potential 

C. limitation 

D. redundancy 

E. promise 

F. complexity 
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18.  In a field of egotists, Bloomfield is ___________, often praising her competitors and 
punctuating her correspondence with self-deprecating remarks. 

A. unassuming 

B. complimentary 

C. acerbic 

D. ingenuous 

E. cutting 

F. modest 

 

19.  Because its previously ___________ beliefs had become core tenets of mainstream politics, 
the activist group disbanded; with no more skeptics to persuade, its purpose had evaporated. 

A. arcane 

B. seditious 

C. quixotic 

D. idealistic 

E. popular 

F. conventional 

 

20.  Although scientific progress leads to constant revision of ideas, one observation that has 
remained ___________ over the years is that there are a lot of insects in the world: some 
950,000 species have been identified. 

A. robust 

B. significant 

C. strong 

D. perplexing 

E. confounding 

F. obscure 
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Sentence Completion Drill 8 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 C 

Q.2 A, D 

Q.3 C, F 

Q.4 B, E 

Q.5 B, F, H 

Q.6 C, E, I 

Q.7 A, D 

Q.8 B, E 

Q.9 A, B 

Q.10 C, F 

Q.11 D 

Q.12 A 

Q.13 B, D 

Q.14 A, E 

Q.15 C, D 

Q.16 B, F 

Q.17 B, E 

Q.18 A, F 

Q.19 C, D 

Q.20 A, C 
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Sentence Completion Drill 9 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01.  A significant element of the Gothic genre, the literary grotesque is sometimes inaccurately 

discussed as if it were a ___________ Gothic or, conversely, as if it were something entirely 
different from Gothic. 

A. synonym for 

B. characteristic of 

C. counterweight to 

D. ramification of 

E. deviation from 

 

02.  ___________ is valuable in science; even when a scientific idea is true, it can be misused 
through grandiosity. 

A. humility 

B. experimentation 

C. patience 

D. cooperation 

E. exposure 

 

03.  Though she had some exposure to great art and high culture, it must be said the ultra-athletic 
Marion Carstairs remained throughout her life primarily (i)___________ mental and artistic 
pursuits. She was by nature (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. a product of D. neither bookish nor cerebral 

B. indifferent to E. a model of delicacy and refinement 

C. obsessed with F. both didactic and argumentative 

 

04.  At the heart of present-day studies on computational authorship attribution lies the hypothesis 
that each author has so personal a writing style that it can function as stylistic DNA. Any given 
author style, in other words, is regarded as (i)___________ and (ii)___________ every other 
author’s writing style. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. stable D. distinguishable from 

B. generative E. related to 

C. unintentional F. influenced by 
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05.  When pulsars were first discovered, some of the astrophysicists involved briefly 
(i)_____________ these types of stars might be (ii)___________ extra-terrestrial intelligence. 
Specifically, the pulsar’s periodic radiation pattern was initially interpreted as 
(iii)___________ rather than – as it turned out to be – the natural product of the spinning of 
a neutron star. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. ignored whether D. suggestive of G. a deliberate hoax 

B. thought that E. unrelated to H. an episodic phenomenon 

C. disavowed that F. evidence against I. a constructed code 

 

06.  Scientists suspect that the impact with which a bat lands is a function of (i)___________. Bats 
that roost on hard cave ceiling must land (ii)___________ to avoid injury. By contrast, since 
foliage is (iii)___________, a hard landing won’t hurt, and might even give the bat time to 
make sure it has a good grip. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. wind speed D. quickly G. plentiful 

B. roosting location E. softly H. pliable 

C. a bat’s size F. securely I. seasonal 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
07.  Humanity’s struggle with bedbugs is ___________: archaeologists have recovered remains 

of the parasites dating back 3,500 years to the time of the Egyptian pharaohs. 

A. disconcerting 

B. unexceptional 

C. perennial 

D. preordained 

E. inevitable 

F. long-standing 

 

  



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 9  57 
 

08.  The composer’s string quartets exhibit a structural ___________ that seems to challenge the 
conventions of the string quartet genre, which have long been celebrated for their rigor and 
coherence. 

A. austerity 

B. restraint 

C. uncertainty 

D. ostentation 

E. vitality 

F. instability 

 

 

09.  It is ___________ and rather, surprising, for someone with a considerable background in 
philosophy, that Taylor fails to distinguish adequately between forms of communication and 
forms of knowledge. 

A. reprehensible 

B. inexplicable 

C. deplorable 

D. dangerous 

E. typical 

F. characteristic 

 

10.  As a proponent of women’s traditional roles, Sarah Hale was adamant against women’s 
suffrage as thrusting women into an improper sphere; yet she ___________ female textile 
strikers when they publicly protested their mistreatment at miles. 

A. opposed 

B. supported 

C. criticized 

D. championed 

E. challenged 

F. welcomed 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  A sunset, the poet asserted, is beautiful in part because it is ___________: fleeting and never 

to be repeated. 

A. expeditious 

B. vibrant 

C. transitory 

D. evocative 

E. archetypal 

 

12.  The evidence depicts an ___________ system of tree inspections and care, one in which the 
crucial job of spotting dangers is left to untrained workers, and essential repairs and pruning 
are delayed to save money. 

A. overeager 

B. ineffective 

C. uneconomical 

D. unflagging 

E. intuitive 

 

13.  Here was one of the main (i)___________ of oceanography during the first two decades after 
the Second World War. Support for oceanographic research was based on its utility for 
declaring war on other nations. Yet at the same time, oceanography retained an identity that 
tied it closely to (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. fallacies D. international cooperation 

B. paradoxes E. military secrecy 

C. assumptions F. naval strategy 

 

14.  Ancient cart ruts found on Malta were created in soft limestone that begins to dissolve when 
exposed to rainfall. Their forms thus necessarily become (i)___________ over time and their 
original features are (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. solidified D. refined 

B. degraded E. replicated 

C. conspicuous F. obscured 
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15.  Overall, fish farming may provide a (i)___________ wild fish stocks, but for certain species, 
the farmers cause a net loss of wild fish. Some fish farmers use upwards of five kilograms of 
wild fish as feed to grow one kilogram of carnivorous species like sea bass. Such  
(ii)___________ feed plus other environmental side effects undermine the expected  
(iii)___________ fish farming. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. supplement to D. appetite for G. benefits of 

B. rediscovery of E. uncertainty regarding H. impediments to 

C. disruption of F. optimism about I. subtleties of 

 

16.  At estimated 80 million adults in the United States use forms of alternative medicine, from 
herbs and megavitamins to yoga and acupuncture. But while (i)___________ claims are 
made for these treatments, the scientific evidence for them often (ii)___________ studies and 
clinical trials, when they exist at all, can be (iii)___________ in design and too small to yield 
reliable insights. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. unfounded D. shows no inconsistencies G. shoddy 

B. modest E. lags far behind H. clever 

C. sweeping F. holds great promise I. conventional 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Since Venus and Earth are so similar in their mass and density, Mueller suggested that the 

two planets have similar compositions and, therefore there must be surface features on Venus 
that have terrestrial ___________. 

A. causes 

B. consequences 

C. counterparts 

D. parallels 

E. properties 

F. outcomes 
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18.  It turns out that the seeming spontaneity of his letter actually involved a good deal of 
___________: the writer carefully revises them before mailing them, and he worked hard to 
establish the right tone. 

A. deliberation 

B. whimsicality 

C. inventiveness 

D. effort 

E. capriciousness 

F. consideration 

 

19.  There is ___________ quality to Beryl Bainbridge’s best novels, what Hilary Martel calls “an 
air of mystery, as if something has been inked in and then sponged away, leaving a faint trace 
for the reader to pick up”. 

A. an elegiac 

B. a cryptic 

C. a deceptive 

D. a plaintive 

E. an elusive 

F. a mesmerizing 

 

20.  Another challenge to biologists and land-use planners alike is that while human-induced 
changes to the landscape are sometimes ___________, they can nevertheless drastically alter 
the habitat for some plants and animals. 

A. indisputable 

B. inappropriate 

C. unacceptable 

D. unfathomable 

E. imperceptible 

F. indiscernible 
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Sentence Completion Drill 9 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.01 A 

Q.02 A 

Q.03 B, D 

Q.04 A, D 

Q.05 B, D, I 

Q.06 B, E, H 

Q.07 C, F 

Q.08 C, F 

Q.09 A, C 

Q.10 B, D 

Q.11 C 

Q.12 B 

Q.13 B, D 

Q.14 B, F 

Q.15 A, D, G 

Q.16 C, E, G 

Q.17 C, D 

Q.18 A, F 

Q.19 B, E 

Q.20 E, F 

 

 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 10  62 
 

Sentence Completion Drill 10 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01.  One view of historicism holds that systems of belief prevalent during different periods in history 

are ___________ and therefore cannot be understood except in their own terms. 

A. discriminatory 

B. incommensurable 

C. anachronistic 

D. cosmopolitan 

E. objective 

 

02.  The company suffers from an almost total lack of ___________: even the most innocuous 
communications between departments lend to devolve into acrimony. 

A. dissension 

B. variance 

C. comity 

D. conformity 

E. mordancy 

 

03.  One way to predict the effects of global climate change on an ecosystem is to extrapolate 
current trends in global change factors into the future. A (i)___________ of this method is that 
its predictions (ii)___________ actual observation, but the method also makes the 
questionable assumption that the future will resemble the present. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. virtue D. dispense with 

B. drawback E. derive from 

C. peculiarity F. improve upon 
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04.  So (i)___________ is the reputation of the city’s police force for (ii)___________ that whenever 
a new police chief take office, he or she routinely promises to clean up the force. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. persistent D. corruption 

B. recent E. efficiency 

C. discouraging F. inexperience 

 

05.  Scientists said that cosmology was the field where the ratio of theory to data was 
(i)___________: there was an abundance of theories, but almost no data. Recently, however, 
that ratio has flipped. A huge and ever-increasing amount of data has (ii)___________ all 
anomalous theories but one. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. completely unknown D. eliminated 

B. nearly infinite E. supported 

C. always variable F. clarified 

 

06.  Many fairy tales are complex narratives of wish fulfilment. They teach the reader that a struggle 
against severe difficulties in life is (i)___________, that it is an intrinsic part of human 
existence, and that if one does not (ii)___________, but steadfastly meets unexpected and 
often unjust hardships, one masters all obstacles and at the end (iii)___________.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. atypical D. preserve G. elicits adversities 

B. unavoidable E. improvise H. emerges victorious 

C. insurmountable F. shy away I. evades achievements 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
07.  Since it was committed to the idea of science as an international, politically neutral enterprise, 

the Royal Society of London refused to ___________ members from enemy nations during 
world wars of the twentieth century.  

A. betray 

B. expel 

C. endorse 

D. oust 

E. sanction 

F. condemn 
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08.  Coagulation factors are useful proteins whose simple names — many are known only by 
Roman numerals – __________ their importance and the specificity of their roles in the 
thinning and clotting of blood.  

A. nullify 

B. obviate 

C. mitigate 

D. belie 

E. mask 

F. accentuate 

 
09.  Despite her rather ___________ choices, Moreland was neither a rebellious spirit nor 

someone who saw herself as anything out of the ordinary.  

A. unconventional 

B. impractical 

C. quirky 

D. flamboyant 

E. successful 

F. lucrative 

 
10.  Despite their cultural and social significance, rapid growth, and widespread appearances in 

China, video games – unlike traditional media – have received ___________ attention from 
international communication researches.  

A. undue 

B. scant 

C. excessive 

D. focused 

E. limited 

F. dwindling 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Paintings created in India during the Mughal dynasty were ___________ in ambition but 

ornamental in presentation: in one direction they have an affinity with newspaper photographs, 
while in the other they have the intricacy of jewels. 

A. metaphorical 

B. documentary 

C. aesthetic 

D. sectarian 

E. baroque 

 

12.  The artist’s career was remarkable partly because it was so ___________: she died, with only 
a few paintings to her credit, while still in her twenties. 

A. felicitous 

B. prolific 

C. enduring 

D. conventional 

E. abbreviated 

 

13.  Although movie critic Pauline Kael had a distaste for sycophancy, she also had a need for  
(i)___________; as a consequence of these competing feelings, she sent very 
(ii)___________ signals to friends and colleagues. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. solitude D. direct 

B. obeisance E. subtle 

C. clarity F. mixed 

 

14.  Since fibromyalgia’s symptoms can be (i)___________ and can (ii)___________ other 
disorder, and its diagnosis depends largely on patients’ descriptions rather than blood tests or 
biopsies, fibromyalgia’s cause and treatment have been the subject of much debate. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. wide-ranging D. mimic 

B. distinctive E. illuminate 

C. debilitating F. preclude 
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15.  Architecture scholar Sandy McCreery recently argued that traffic congestion, far from being 
a sign of urban (i)___________, is a mark of urban (ii)___________; congestion promotes 
contemplation of our surroundings and provides us with a shared experience, thereby fulfilling 
the essential task of the city.  

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. plenitude D. ambition 

B. decline E. privation 

C. excitement F. health 

 

16.  When the Agriculture Department (i)___________ its dietary guidelines, it laid down a 
challenge: eat better, smarter, and healthier or else. The “or else” included a long list of  
(ii)___________ that (iii)___________ the developed world, from heart disease and 
osteoporosis to diabetes. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. made public D. intangibles G. assuage 

B. debunked E. misconceptions H. plague 

C. refused to consider F. maladies I. ignore 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  The jazz style called bebop was born and nurtured in New York City, and despite a 

___________ initial reception, it resonated three thousand miles away on the West Coast. 

A. wary 

B. warm 

C. confused 

D. muddled 

E. convivial 

F. hostile 
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18.  Despite the ___________ of medical information available through e-mail, the Internet, and 
mobile devices, not many patients are taking advantage of the potential of electronic 
communications for health-related needs. 

A. wealth 

B. complexity 

C. intricacy 

D. profusion 

E. resurgence 

F. overload 

 

19.  In Ramachandran’s opinion, it is perfectly acceptable to propose bold speculations about the 
brain, even if these speculations seem ___________; as Ramachandran frequently remarks, 
science thrives on risky conjecture.  

A. premature  

B. unfounded  

C. controversial 

D. verifiable 

E. testable 

F. baseless 

 

20.  The concert hall’s suspended ceiling is two-inch-thick plaster that reflects low-frequency sound 
energy; similarly, all wall surfaces are angled and shaped to ___________ sound from the 
stage throughout the audience area.  

A. eclipse  

B. amplify 

C. spread 

D. dampen 

E. diffuse  

F. deaden 
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Sentence Completion Drill 10 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B 

Q.2 C 

Q.3 A, E 

Q.4 A, D 

Q.5 B, D 

Q.6 B, F, H 

Q.7 B, D 

Q.8 D, E 

Q.9 A, C 

Q.10 B, E 

Q.11 B 

Q.12 E 

Q.13 B, F 

Q.14 A, D 

Q.15 B, F 

Q.16 A, F, H 

Q.17 C, D 

Q.18 A, D 

Q.19 B, F 

Q.20 C, E 
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Sentence Completion Drill 11 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01.  What once seemed a quixotic vision – the “Subway to the Sea,” connecting Union Station in 

downtown Los Angeles to the Pacific Ocean in Santa Monica — no longer seems quite so 
___________. 

A. impracticable 

B. prescient 

C. banal 

D. viable 

E. beneficial 

 
02.  There is ___________ in the director’s most recent film that keeps the melodramatic 

possibilities latent in its script safely at bay. 

A. a mawkishness 

B. a predictability 

C. an austerity 

D. an ostentatiousness 

E. an emotiveness 

 
03.  Computers have become adept in rarefied domains once thought to be uniquely human. 

However, they simultaneously have (i)___________ certain tasks basic to the human 
experience, including spatial orientation and object recognition, and in so doing, have shown 
us how (ii)___________ such fundamental skills truly are. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. failed to master D. outmoded 

B. helped to improve E. common 

C. managed to mimic F. impressive 

04.  Until the advent of film, commercial entertainment in England occurred only where 
concentrated urban populations provided audiences large enough to make it remunerative: 
theaters and music halls were (i)___________ in rural villages. But village cinemas quickly 
become (ii)___________, even though they were ramshackle affairs in comparison to the 
urban picture palaces. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. spartan D. commonplace 

B. unconceivable E. sophisticated 

C. profitable F. unfashionable 
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05.  Among wide-ranging animal species, populations at the edge of the species’ range are 
frequently exposed to less (i) ___________ and more variable conditions than those in other 
parts on the range. As a results, the animal’s abundance is often (ii) ___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. erratic D. underestimated by researchers  

B. demanding E. unaffected by habitat 

C. favorable  F. lower at the periphery  

 

06.  Common sense tells us some people are more (i)___________ than others. The claim that 
these differences are (ii)___________, or that deep down, everybody acts only to further their 
own interests, (iii)___________ our everyday observations and deep-seated human practices 
of moral evaluation. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. altruistic D. growing G. mimics 

B. adaptable E. illusory H. explains 

C. disciplined F. relevant I. contradicts 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
07.  Anne Carson’s book Nox is, very deliberately, ___________ literary object – the opposite of 

an e-reader, which is designed to vanish in your palm as you read on a train. 

A. an evanescent 

B. an ephemeral 

C. an immutable 

D. an flexible 

E. a cumbersome  

F. an unwieldy  
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08.  One of the peculiarities of humans is that we irrationally gravitate to the predictable and avoid 
risk, whatever the reasons for this ___________, it is hardly a sound basis for dealing with 
complex, long-term problems. 

A. eccentricity 

B. predilection 

C. vacillation 

D. proclivity 

E. wavering 

F. cowardice 

 

09.  Of all her works, this play is the most dependent on the dramatic conventions of the author’s 
day: it was both the least ___________ of her plays and the most commercially successful. 

A. formulaic 

B. popular 

C. avant-garde 

D. lucrative 

E. contemporary 

F. experimental 

 

10.  One ___________ is that so far, Web services have turned out to be much harder to deliver 
than their champions had hoped. 

A. snag  

B. hope 

C. prospect 

D. hitch 

E. upshot 

F. reason 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Even those observes who are the most ___________ about genetic privacy issues would have 

to concede that genetic discrimination is rare: there have only been two cases of any notoriety. 

A. sanguine 

B. zealous 

C. candid 

D. objective 

E. apathetic 

 

12.  Many creative photographers were delighted to find in instant photography a mode that 
encouraged them to stop viewing photography as ___________ and start viewing it as 
something they could handle with spontaneity, even derision. 

A. sacrosanct 

B. ephemeral 

C. malleable 

D. egalitarian 

E. autonomous 

 

13.  The description of humans as having an internal clock is not a (i)___________. Or rather, it is 
– you do not have a tiny watch in your cerebellum – but it also refers to (ii)___________, a 
specialized bundle of cells that regulates cyclical processes. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. euphemism D. an elusive psychological phenomenon 

B. cliché E. a standard literary trope  

C. metaphor  F. a real biological feature 

 

14.  The author of this biography gives an accurate and (i)___________ account of the subject’s 
life story, but all the carefully chosen details fail to compensate for the general lack of 
(ii)___________ in her writing. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. exhaustive D. specificity 

B. glib E. veracity  

C. selective  F. vivacity 

 

 

  



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 11  73 
 

15.  As he has matured as a scholar, Felmar has come to see the merit of qualification. His 
conclusions, which early in his career he (i)___________, are now often (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. stated as absolutes D. hedged 

B. refused to reveal E. simplified  

C. backed up extensively F. reiterated 

 

16.  Compared with, say, the precision of a skein of geese winging its way across the autumn sky 
in a V formation, the seasonal marches of grazers across the Serengeti seem (i)___________, 
and at times even (ii)___________. But, in fact, years of careful observation by scientists have 
shown that there is (iii)___________ those migrations of zebras, wildebeests, and Thomson’s 
gazelles. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. disorganized D. illusionary G. feats a tendency toward aggression in 

B. purposeful E. overwhelming H. an undeniable grandeur to 

C. massive F. chaotic I. a definite order to 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Shifting Fortunes take a conventional approach to American union history by simply explaining 

the reasons behind union growth and decline in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries: it is a 
chronologically and thematically ___________ study and nothing more. 

A. complicated 

B. confined 

C. multifarious 

D. onerous 

E. circumscribed 

F. taxing 
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18.  A clever form of diplomacy involves subtly inducing the other party to propose your preference 
so that your ___________ their requests appears as the granting of concession. 

A. accession to 

B. inattention to 

C. subversion of 

D. abnegation of 

E. repudiation of 

F. acquiescence to 

 

19.  Scientist reported last month on a sign of relative solar ___________; the solar wind, a rush 
of charged particles continually spewed from the Sun at a million miles an hour, had diminished 
to its lowest level in 50 years. 

A. quiescence 

B. turbulence 

C. isolation 

D. calm 

E. remoteness 

F. instability 

 

20.  The author takes issue with the ideological blinders that have distorted much migration 
research, especially ___________ modernization theorists and others for their untested 
assumptions of an immobile preindustrial past. 

A. undermining 

B. citing 

C. castigating 

D. chastising 

E. endorsing 

F. commending 
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Sentence Completion Drill 11 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.01 A 

Q.02 C 

Q.03 A, F 

Q.04 B, D 

Q.05 C, F 

Q.06 A, E, I 

Q.07 E, F 

Q.08 B, D 

Q.09 C, F 

Q.10 A, D 

Q.11 B 

Q.12 A 

Q.13 C, F 

Q.14 C, F 

Q.15 A, D 

Q.16 A, F, I 

Q.17 B, E 

Q.18 A, F 

Q.19 A, D 

Q.20 C, D 

 

 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 12  76 
 

Sentence Completion Drill 12 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. The space travels described in science fiction stories always used to be epic adventures, in 

comparison to which current journals in space seem quite ___________. 

A. mundane 

B. exciting 

C. dramatic 

D. risky 

E. heroic 

 

02.  To criticize a disaster film for being ___________ is a bit silly since people do not go to 
disaster movies to see an honest portrayed of reality. 

A. expensive 

B. harrowing 

C. derivative 

D. convoluted 

E. implausible 

 

03.  The irony of digital networking is that it can produce more (i)___________ than did the 
geographical confinement it supposedly transcended. As human interactions become 
(ii)___________ physical location, people are less likely to have regular dealings with others 
who do not share the same values and outlooks. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. provincialism D. more determined by 

B. diversity E. less contingent on  

C. materialism  F. less insensitive to 

 

04.  The mood of the times is no longer one of (i)___________ over our scientific achievements. 
Doubts and worries beset technical and scientific specialist, as well as the public at large. I 
do not consider such worries (ii)___________, though they are often based on intuitive feeling 
rather than on strictly logical arguments. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. widening skepticism D. unfounded 

B. uncritical joy E. sacrosanct  

C. false humility  F. foreordained 

 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 12  77 
 

05.  Scientists’ (i)___________ claims regarding the (ii)___________ of pioneering medical 
researches make the public wonder why their own doctors are not dispensing miracles. There 
are forces, both external and internal, on scientists that most require them to 
(iii)___________. Without money, there is no science. Researchers must constantly convince 
administrators who control tax dollars, investors, and individual donors that the work they are 
doing will make a difference. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. modest D. serious constraints on G. improvise 

B. inflated E. overblown interpretations of H. oversell 

C. fastidious  F. potential benefits of I. generalize 

 

06.  Despite the occasional (i)___________ of their venues, the culture of corporate conferences 
is deeply (ii)___________. Each day consists of nearly nine hours of continuous lectures and 
panels enlivened by pleasantries or anything that could be construed as a joke. The only 
(iii)___________ sensory deprivation of the sessions came from the handsome color slides 
favored by the corporate presenters. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. seclusion D. sycophantic G. allusion to 

B. opulence E. ascetic  H. ramification of 

C. enormity  F. mercenary I. respite from 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  Historically, the depletion of soil’s nitrogen has been one of the most ___________ problems 
faced by farmers: an essential nutrient, nitrogen is quickly leached from soil, and farmers 
have struggled to find ways to replenish it. 

A. capricious 

B. ubiquitous 

C. worrisome 

D. stubborn 

E. intractable 

F. unpredictable 
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08.  Scientists should hope the faults in their theories will be ___________ their peers since the 
refutation of one hypothesis can free its originator to develop a better one. 

A. discerned by 

B. disregarded by 

C. discovered by 

D. ignored by 

E. opaque to 

F. inspiring to 

 
09.  Although men still dominate the ranks of full-time professors in the field of astronomy, the 

increasing numbers of younger women in the field could ___________ a change in its gender 
mix. 

A. require 

B. alleviate 

C. block 

D. presage 

E. portend 

F. hinder 

 
10.  An apparent paradox led the scientists to pursue their present line of research. They were 

struck by the fact that a single mathematical formula can be used to describe physical 
phenomena that appear to be so ___________. 

A. rudimentary 

B. interdependent 

C. interrelated 

D. complex 

E. heterogeneous 

F. dissimilar 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Instead of demonstrating the ___________ of archaeological applications of electronic 

remote sensing, the pioneering study became, to some skeptics, an illustration of the 
imprudence of interpreting sites based on virtual archaeology. 

A. ubiquity 

B. limitation 

C. promise 

D. redundancy 

E. complexity 

 
12.  While the writer was best known for her much-ballyhooed ___________, her impact reached 

far beyond memorable quips. 

A. pensiveness 

B. drollness 

C. stoicism 

D. fastidiousness 

E. congeniality 

 
13.  The state is a network of exchanged benefits and beliefs, (i)___________ between rulers and 

citizens based on those laws and procedures that are (ii)___________ to the maintenance of 
community. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A.  a compromise D. inimical 

B. an interdependence E. conducive 

C. a reciprocity F. subsidiary 

 
14.  Not all the indicators necessary to convey the effect of depth in a picture work simultaneously; 

the picture's illusion of a(n) (i)___________ three-dimensional appearance must therefore 
result from the viewer's integration of various indicators perceived (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. expressive D. coincidentally 

B. uniform E. comprehensively 

C. schematic F. successively  
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15.  Pathfinding in games must appeal to player expectations for (i)___________and naturalness, 
that is, what natural intelligence might conceivably do. Thus, navigation in games is not 
necessarily (ii)___________for maximum machine efficiency or for shortest distance. Indeed, 
these goals are assumed to be secondary and possibly even undesirable. That is, if they lead 
to unrealistic, mechanical-looking movement that is lacking in sensori-emotional or aesthetic 
qualities, movement as such (iii)___________ players and detracts from the game’s replay 
appeal and immersive quality. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. plausibility D. optimal G. discomfits 

B. artifice E. permeable H. abets 

C. comfort F. quixotic I. emboldens 

 
16.  Seeing (i)_________as perhaps the most significant cause of preventable illness, such 

twelfth-century physicians as Moses Maimonides aimed the bulk of their 
(ii)_________pamphlets at the prescription of medieval dietary regimens, offering advice that 
often appears (iii)_________to modern sensibilities. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

(A) costiveness (D) didactic (G) disingenuous 

(B) bathos (E) maleficent (H) risible 

(C) convalescence (F) tenable (I) burgeoning 

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Joshua Gisemba Bagaka found that the pedagogical results of group projects and other 

engaged learning activities in Kenyan mathematics classroom were ___________; such 
activities, then, may not be the best way of improving mathematics education. 

A. overstated 

B. counterintuitive 

C. mixed 

D. discouraging 

E. inconsistent 

F. inexplicable 
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18.  Films that critics have slumbered through rarely generate industry excitement, even though 
the critics’ ___________ reception may be less the fault of the movie than of its unfortunate 
time slot near a fatiguing film festival’s conclusion. 

A. somnolent 

B. impartial 

C. lethargic 

D. laconic 

E. befuddled 

F. evenhanded 

 
19.  Even though his opponent is currently trying to portray him as a wild-eyed radical, voters will 

likely reject this charge because it does not ___________ his moderate political record. 

A. defer to 

B. conform to 

C. accede to 

D. argue with 

E. meddle with 

F. square with 

 
20.  Apparent flaws in the sculptor’s work have not ___________ its respectful reception by most 

modern critics. 

A. determined 

B. controlled 

C. undermined 

D. prevented 

E. overshadowed 

F. precluded 

 
  



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 12  82 
 

Sentence Completion Drill 12 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 E 

Q.3 A, E 

Q.4 B, D 

Q.5 B, F, H 

Q.6 B, E, I 

Q.7 D, E 

Q.8 A, C 

Q.9 D, E 

Q.10 E, F 

Q.11 C 

Q.12 B 

Q.13 C, E 

Q.14 B, F 

Q.15 A, D, G 

Q.16 A, D, H 

Q.17 C, E 

Q.18 A, C 

Q.19 B, F 

Q.20 D, F 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Assessment 1  83 
 

Sentence Completion Assessment 1 
 
SET ONE 
 
For Question Numbers 1 to 6, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column of 
choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
1.  There has been a tendency among art historians not so much to revise as to eliminate the 

concept of the Renaissance - to ___________ not only its uniqueness, but its very existence. 

A. explain 

B. regret 

C. extol 

D. transmute 

E. contest 

 
2.  It has been argued that politics as a(n) ___________, whatever its transcendental claims, has 

always been the systematic organization of common hatreds. 

A. practice 

B. ideal 

C. theory 

D. philosophy 

E. enigma 

 
3.  The actual (i)___________ of Wilson's position was always (ii)___________ by his refusal to 

compromise after having initially agreed to negotiate a settlement. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. cowardice   D. foreshadowed 

B. uncertainty E. betrayed 

C. rigidity F. alleviated 

 
4.  Poe's (i)___________ reviews of contemporary fiction, which often find great merit in otherwise 

(ii)___________ literary gems, must make us respect his critical judgment in addition to his 
well-known literary talent. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. trenchant D. unappreciated 

B. insightful E. undeserving 

C. critical F. unpopular 
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5.  In a most (i)___________ demonstration, Pavarotti sailed through Verdi's "Celeste Aida," 
normally a tenor's (ii)___________, with the casual enthusiasm of a folk singer performing one 
of his favorite (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. impressive D. pitfall G. recitals 

B. bewildering E. routine H. ballads 

C. embarrassing F. nightmare I. composers 

 
6.  The poet W. H. Auden believed that the greatest poets of his age were almost necessarily 

(i)___________, that the possession of great gifts (ii)___________ the (iii)___________ to abuse 
them. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. temperamental D. engenders G. propensity 

B. idiosyncratic E. obviates H. temptation 

C. irresponsible F. tempers I. resolution 

 
For Question Numbers 7 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
7.  Although Johnson feigned great enthusiasm for his employees' project, in reality his interest 

in the project was so ___________ as to be almost non-existent. 

A. redundant 

B. desultory 

C. indiscriminate 

D. pre-emptive 

E. dispassionate 

F. perfunctory 

 
8.  During the opera's most famous aria the tempo chosen by the orchestra's conductor seemed 

___________, without necessary relation to what had gone before. 

A. cacophonous 

B. discordant 

C. capricious 

D. circumspect 

E. mercurial 

F. cautious 
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9.  Even though formidable winters are the norm in the Dakotas, many people were unprepared 
for the ___________ of the blizzard of 1888. 

A. brutality 

B. ferocity 

C. frigidity 

D. probability 

E. intemperance 

F. inevitability  

 
 10.  No longer sustained by the belief that the world around us was expressly designed for 

humanity, many people try to find intellectual ___________ for that lost certainty in astrology 
and in mysticism. 

A. vindications 

B. equivalents 

C. justifications 

D. proxies 

E. parallels 

F. substitutes 
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SET TWO 
 
For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  In most Native American cultures, an article used in prayer or ritual is made with extraordinary 

attention to and richness of detail: it is decorated more ___________ than a similar article 
intended for  everyday use. 

A. delicately 

B. colourfully 

C. creatively 

D. subtly. 

E. lavishly. 

 
12.  Rumors, embroidered with detail, live on for years, neither denied nor confirmed, until they 

become accepted as fact even among people not known for their ___________. 

A. insight 

B. obstinacy 

C. credulity  

D. tolerance 

E. introspection 

 
13.  Not wishing to appear (i)___________, the junior member of the research group refrained from 

(ii)___________ any criticism of the senior members' plan for dividing up responsibility for the 
entire project. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. presumptuous D. undercutting 

B. censorious E. evaluating 

C. moralistic F. venturing 

 
14.  Since many casual smokers develop lung cancer and many (i)___________ smokers do not, 

scientists believe that individuals differ in their (ii)___________ the cancer-causing agents 

known to be present in cigarette smoke. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. devoted D. susceptibility to 

B. heavy E. proximity to 

C. chronic  F. exposure to 

 
 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Assessment 1  87 
 

15.  But they pay little attention to the opposite and more treacherous failing: false certainty, 
refusing to confess their mistakes and implicitly claiming (i)___________, thereby 
embarrassing the nation and undermining the Constitution, which established various 
mechanisms of self-correction on the premise that even the wisest men are sometimes wrong 
and need, precisely when they find it most (ii)___________, the benefit of (iii)___________ 

process. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

(A) immunity (D) expedient  (G) an adaptable 

(B) impartiality  (E) discomfiting  (H) a remedial 

(C) infallibility  (F) imminent (I) an injudicious 

 
16.  A(n) (i) ___________ is unlikely to gain a reputation for reliability; Garth's poorly disguised 

excuses, however, were improbably interpreted by his (ii)_________, hypochondriac 
employer as a sign of great foresight and (iii)_________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

(A) embezzler (D) casuistic (G) insipidity 

(B) malingerer (E) imposing (H) temerity  

(C) pilferer (F) trepidatious (I) sagacity  

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Carmen’s affection for her sister, though not ___________, was plainly too great to permit a 

painless departure. 

A. limitless 

B. ambivalent 

C. sustainable 

D. unbounded 

E. unnoticeable 

F. unequivocal 

 
18.  Without seeming unworldly, William James appeared wholly removed from the ___________ 

of society, the conventionality of academy. 

A. ethos 

B. banalities 

C. austerities 

D. paradoxes 

E. idealism 

F. commonplaces 
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19.  The maps in this volume are meant not as guides but as ___________: they are designed to 
make the reader think anew about the city. 

A. adornments 

B. references 

C. incitements  

D. truisms  

E. provocations 

F. valedictions 

 
20.  In modern times, friendship has become a(n) ___________ relationship: a form of connection 

in terms of which all are understood and against which all are measured. 

A. archetypal 

B. indispensable 

C. conciliatory 

D. contentious 

E. supplementary 

F. paradigmatic 
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SET THREE 
 
For Question Numbers 21 to 26, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
21.  Within the next decade, sophisticated telescopes now orbiting the Earth will determine 

whether the continents really are moving, ___________ the incipient rift among geologists 
about the validity of the theory of continental drift. 

A. informing 

B. forestalling 

C. escalating 

D. engendering 

E. resolving 

 
22.  Many of the earliest colonial houses that are still standing have been so modified and 

enlarged that the initial design is no longer ___________. 

A. pertinent 

B. aesthetic 

C. discernible  

D. applicable 

E. attractive 

 
23.  The current penchant for (i)___________ a product by denigrating a rival, named in the 

advertisement by brand name, seems somewhat (ii) ___________: suppose the consumer 
remembers only the rival's name? 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. flaunting D. foolhardy 

B. touting E. inefficient 

C. enhancing F. naive 

 
24.  His imperturbability in the face of evidence indicating his deliberate fraud failed to reassure 

supporters of his essential (i)___________; instead, it suggested a talent for (ii)___________ 

that they had never suspected. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. probity D. intrigue 

B. culpability E. guile 

C. remorse F. reproof 

 
 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Assessment 1  90 
 

25.  What readers most commonly remember about John Stuart Mill’s classic exploration of the 
liberty of thought and discussion concerns the danger of (i)___________: in the absence of 
challenge, one’s opinions, even when they are correct, grow weak and flabby. Yet Mill had 
another reason for encouraging the liberty of thought and discussion: the danger of partiality 
and incompleteness. Since one’s opinions, even under the best circumstances, tend to 
(ii)___________, and because opinions opposed to one’s own rarely turn out to be completely 
(iii)___________, it is crucial to supplement one’s opinions with alternative points of view. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. tendentiousness D. focus on matters close at hand  G. erroneous 

B. fractiousness  E. change over time H. antithetical 

C. complacency  F. embrace only a portion of the truth  I. immutable 

 
26. In the contemporary climate of academic specialization, the typical university lecturer of only 

two centuries ago, who was expected to (i)___________ views on subjects as diverse as 
geography, physics, and the fine arts, seems a veritable (ii)___________, and we forget at our 
peril that it was precisely such breadth of learning that led to some of the great discoveries 
and even (iii)___________ shifts in the sciences, as when Darwin drew upon his knowledge of 

philosophy and economics to articulate his famous theory of evolution. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

(A) propound (D) polyglot (G) hegemonic 

(B) gainsay (E) polymath (H) paradigmatic 

(C) demarcate (F) polyamorous (I) minuscule 

 
 
For Question Numbers 27 to 30, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
27. The ___________ nature of the approval process for new drugs suggests that incentives to 

promote more expeditious decision making may be necessary. 

A. pecuniary 

B. commercial 

C. arbitrary 

D. sluggish 

E. capricious 

F. dilatory 
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28.  The critic claims that, contrary to its reputation for ___________, the novelist’s prose is full of 
opaque language games. 

A. scrupulousness 

B. simplicity 

C. mendacity 

D. sagacity 

E. artlessness 

F. meticulousness 

 
29.  Not only is the advent of bookless or largely bookless libraries too large and powerful a 

change to be ___________; it also offers too many real advantages for it to be considered a 

tragedy. 

A. averted 

B. understood 

C. foreseen 

D. forestalled 

E. endured 

F. anticipated 

 
30.  So, perhaps the lesson is that rather than wanting their monarchy to emulate its modernized 

Scandinavian counterparts, the British public cherishes it most when it is most ___________. 

A. majestic 

B. democratic 

C. antiquated 

D. egalitarian 

E. anachronistic 

F. regal 
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SET FOUR 
 
For Question Numbers 31 to 36, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
31.  Cynics believe that people who ___________ compliments do so in order to be praised twice. 

A. bask in 

B. give out 

C. despair of 

D. gloat over 

E. shrug off 

 
32.  Though science is often imagined as a ___________ exploration of external reality, scientists 

– enmeshed in a web of personal and social circumstances – are no different from anyone 
else. 

A. disinterested 

B. passionate 

C. painstaking 

D. fervent  

E. dynamic 

 
33.  There is something (i)___________ about the way the building of monasteries proliferated in 

eighteenth-century Bavaria, while in the rest of the Western world religious ardor was 
(ii)___________ and church building was consequently declining. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. enigmatic D. coalescing 

B. incongruous E. diversifying 

C. momentous F. diminishing 

 
34.  Neither the ideas of philosophers nor the practices of ordinary people can, by themselves, 

(i)___________ reality; what in fact changes reality and kindles revolution is the (ii)___________ 

of the two. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. constitute D. interplay 

B. preserve E. divergence 

C. transform F. intervention 
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35.  Kept (i)___________ by cloying commercial radio and clueless record executives, the 
American popular music scene has frequently depended on cities at the edges of the cultural 
map to provide a much-needed shot of (ii)___________. The momentary (iii)___________ what 
the next big thing is seems to come out of nowhere—as if someone blows a whistle only 
those in the know can hear, and suddenly record executives and journalists are crawling all 
over what had previously been an obscure locale. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

(A) hidebound (D) verisimilitude (G) consensus about 

(B) manumitted  (E) ingenuity  (H) cacophony of 

(C) obligated (F) orthodoxy (I) guarantee of 

 
36.  Bureaucrats tend to (i)___________. So, it is surprising that the European Commission is 

proposing to hand back some of its antitrust powers to national governments. Such a 
willingness to (ii)___________ power is quite (iii)___________. Perhaps the commission, so 
often a byword for meddling, bungling, and even corruption, is starting to put its house in 
order following the forced resignation of the previous lot of commissioners last year. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

(A) value complex procedures (D) grant (G) troubling 

(B) guard their authority jealously (E) devolve (H) encouraging 

(C) expand many of their responsibilities (F) expropriate (I) perplexing 

 
 
For Question Numbers 37 to 40, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
37.  In noting that critical and popular opinions about LiÕs art coincided, Chuang ___________ the 

existence of an exception to her general theory of art criticism, which posits that critics’ views 
do not intersect with those of the general public. 

A. contemplated 

B. conceded 

C. acknowledged 

D. doubted 

E. pondered 

F. questioned 
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38.  Excessive focus on what might have been can cause in us feelings of restlessness and regret, 
but some scientists are beginning to think that fancying an alternative reality might have 
___________ effects as well. 

A. subtle 

B. adverse 

C. restorative 

D. pleasurable 

E. unfavorable 

F. tonic 

 
39.  As a historical genre, biography is best when ___________, a careful reconstruction of the 

past in all its unfamiliar particularity. 

A. retrospective 

B. reflective 

C. concrete 

D. concise 

E. meticulous 

F. thorough 

 
40.  Explorers could not build each other’s knowledge if they could not trust records of previous 

explorers; thus, exploration depended on the ___________ of those who had gone before. 

A. exactitude  

B. endurance 

C. collegiality  

D. meticulousness 

E. eminence 

F. tenacity 
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SET FIVE 
 
For Question Numbers 41 to 46, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
41.  The old man could not have been accused of ___________ his affection; his conduct toward 

the child betrayed his adoration of her. 

A. lavishing 

B. equivocating 

C. rationing 

D. stinting 

E. promising 

 
42.  Industrialists seized economic power only after industry had ___________ agriculture as the 

preeminent form of production; previously such power had resided in land ownership. 

A. sabotaged 

B. supplanted 

C. toppled 

D. stymied 

E. beleaguered  

 
43.  Although scientists claim that the seemingly (i)___________ language of their reports is more 

precise than the figurative language of fiction, the language of science, like all language, is 
inherently (ii) ___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. symbolic D. complex 

B. subjective E. allusive 

C. literal F. metaphorical 

 
44.  To test the (i)___________ of borrowing from one field of study to enrich another, simply 

investigate the extent to which terms from the one may, without forcing, be (ii)___________ 

the other. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. efficacy  D. utilized by 

B. universality E. confused with 

C. plagiarism F. superseded by 
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45. Having no sense of moral (i)___________, Shipler was as little subject to the (ii)___________ 

of conscience after he acted as he was motivated by its (iii)___________ before he acted. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. ambivalence D. qualms G. chastisement 

B. obligation E. reproaches H. atonement 

C. probity F. ridicules I. promptings 

 
46.  Although the revelation that one of the contestants was a friend left the judge open to charges 

of lack of (i)___________, the judge remained adamant in her (ii)___________ that 
acquaintance did not necessarily imply (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. prudence D. verdict G. partisanship 

B. exoneration F. jurisdiction H. foreknowledge 

C. disinterestedness  F. assertion I. preference 

 
For Question Numbers 47 to 50, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
47.  While she initially suffered the fate of many pioneers – the incomprehension of her colleagues 

– octogenarian Nobel laureate Barbara McClintock has lived to savor the triumph of her once 
___________ scientific theories. 

A. innovative 

B. dissident 

C. tentative 

D. authoritative 

E. heterodox 

F. insignificant 

 
48.  Among the many defects of the project, expense cannot be numbered; the goals of the 

project's promoters can be achieved with impressive ___________. 

A. economy 

B. alacrity 

C. innovation 

D. prudence 

E. speed 

F. efficiency 
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49.  While the delegate clearly sought to ___________ the optimism that has emerged recently, 
she stopped short of suggesting that the conference was near collapse and might produce 
nothing of significance. 

A. substantiate 

B. dampen 

C. encourage 

D. elucidate 

E. rekindle 

F. muffle 

 
50.  The science community’s perennial lament over inadequate budgets has come to seem 

increasingly ___________, because government support for science and engineering has 
never been greater. 

A. cynical 

B. sardonic 

C. mendacious  

D. plaintive 

E. disingenuous 

F. poignant  
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Sentence Completion Assessment 1 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer Q. No Answer 

Q.1 E Q.26 A, E, H 

Q.2 A Q.27 D, F 

Q.3 C, E Q.28 B, E 

Q.4 B, D Q.29 A, D 

Q.5 A, F, H Q.30 C, E 

Q.6 C, D, G Q.31 E 

Q.7 B, F Q.32 A 

Q.8 C, E Q.33 B, F 

Q.9 A, B Q.34 C, D 

Q.10 D, F Q.35 A, D, G 

Q.11 E Q.36 B, E, H 

Q.12 C Q.37 B, C 

Q.13 A, F Q.38 C, F 

Q.14 B, D Q.39 E, F 

Q.15 C, E, H Q.40 A, D 

Q.16 B, F, I Q.41 D 

Q.17 A, D Q.42 B 

Q.18 B, F Q.43 C, E 

Q.19 C, E Q.44 A, D 

Q.20 A, F Q.45 B, E, I 

Q.21 B Q.46 C, F, G 

Q.22 C Q.47 B, E 

Q.23 B, D Q.48 A, D 

Q.24 A, E Q.49 B, F 

Q.25 C, F, G Q.50 C, E 
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Sentence Completion Drill 13 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Though the volume of radioactive waste produced by nuclear power plants is ___________, 

the problem of how to dispose of that waste is not: rather, it is of major importance. 

A. unmanageable 

B. troubling 

C. significant 

D. modest 

E. deceptive 

 

02.  It is seemingly a paradox that the Amazon rainforest, one of the lushest ecosystems on the 
planet, supports itself on the most ___________ of all soils. 

A. austere 

B. acidic 

C. coarse 

D. stark 

E. infertile 

 

03.  The school system’s modest plan for curriculum improvements has (i)___________ local 
educators: some call it (ii)___________ effort, while others say it is a pragmatic approach 
given the complexity of the task. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. surprised D. genuine 

B. impressed E. half-hearted 

C. divided F. practical 

 

04.  Though at first the investigation revealed no misdeeds on the part of the CEO, eventually he 
was shown to be (i)_________ the scheme that (ii)__________ stockholders out of millions. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. unaware of D. ostracized 

B. complicit in E. bilked 

C. opprobrious of F. plumbed 
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05.  The (i)___________ quality of much contemporary drawing may be attributable to the use of 
photography as a drawing shortcut. Photography (ii)___________ modern arts, but when it 
is used as a tracing tool in order to (iii)___________ the difficulties of achieving correct 
proportion, the resulting art often feels static and lifeless. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. inert D. frequently enervated G. augment 

B. jubilant E. wonderfully enriched H. foreground 

C. sensuous F. inevitably circumscribed I. circumvent 

 

06.  To read Joanna Scott is to admire the work of a (i)___________. From sentence to story, she 
narrates with great skill and (ii)___________, so that the reader soon relaxes in the assurance 
that a hint or a brushstroke delivered in Chapter One will be (iii)___________ before the novel 
comes to an end. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. proselytizer D. deliberation G. given import 

B. prophet E. enthusiasm  H. largely forgotten 

C. virtuoso F. flamboyance I. overwhelmed with details 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

07.  While it is always clear that the author's message is heartfelt, it is mostly buried by 
shortcomings of style, organization, and production, although the book does become more 
___________ toward the end. 

A. sincere 

B. intelligible 

C. orthodox 

D. readable 

E. frank 

F. voluble 
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08.  A clever form of diplomacy involves subtly inducing the other party to propose your preference 
so that your ___________ their requests appears as the granting of concession. 

A. accession to 

B. inattention to 

C. subversion of 

D. abnegation of 

E. repudiation of 

F. acquiescence to 

 
09.  The exhibit is not so much a retrospective as a ___________; the artist’s weaker, early 

work is glossed over, and any evidence of his ultimate dissolution is absent entirely. 

A. paean 

B. polemic 

C. tirade 

D. panacea 

E. eulogy 

F. crescendo 

 
10.  The vegetation at Stone Mountain, the best known of the large rock masses known as 

monadnocks, is far from ___________, having been decimated by hiking traffic. 

A. blighted 

B. endangered 

C. picturesque 

D. pristine 

E. undisturbed 

F. vulnerable 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  The governor might conceivably find a genuine resolution to the budgetary dilemma, but she 

may be tempted to engage in a deception: a(n) ___________ exercise in fiscal prudence. 

A. rigorous 

B. conniving 

C. specious 

D. ambiguous 

E. egalitarian 

 
12.  Although the discipline maintained by the CEO of the company was highly admirable, 

her___________ ended up annoying even the most effective employees. 

A. meekness 

B. humbleness 

C. officiousness 

D. dishonesty 

E. compliance 

 
13.  New inventions often begin by (i)___________ what has come before; their full power to 

effect change is realized only after much use. Power-using companies, for example, took 
many years to recognize that with electricity they did not need to cluster their machinery 
around a power source, a necessity imposed by the use of steam power. Instead, power 
could be (ii)___________ their operations. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. uprooting D. consolidated around 

B. mimicking E. incorporated into 

C. dismissing F. transmitted to 

 
14.  The author’s best-selling book on Virginia Woolf is not (i)___________ treatment of her 

subject; on the contrary, it presents (ii)___________ portrait of the novelist’s faults and all. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. an idealized D. an unflinching 

B. a comprehensive E. a slapdash  

C. a compelling  F. an erudite 
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15.  The new art museum’s (i)___________ building augurs well for that ambitious institution 
because it speaks of (ii)___________ contemporary architecture on the part of the board of 
directors that may (iii)___________ equal astuteness about contemporary art. 

 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. nondescript D. a discernment about G. conceal 

B. striking E. a hostility toward  H. supplant 

C. formidable F. an intoxication by I. promise 

 
16.  The modern iron suspension bridge dates from the early nineteenth century, but it did not 

have (i)___________ debut; many early suspension bridges were damaged, if not outright 
destroyed, by the wind. There were few (ii)___________, however, so the form 
(iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. a propitious D. obvious parallels G. declined 

B. a conspicuous E. practical alternatives H. inspired 

C. an equivocal  F. unnoticed instances I. persisted 

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Even if the story now seems a surprisingly innocuous overture to the author’s later, more fully 

developed narrations, it ___________ some of the key traits of those bleaker tales. 

A. avoids 

B. belies 

C. undercuts 

D. anticipates 

E. possesses 

F. prefigures 
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18.  While recognizing that recent reports of cyber warfare, phone-hacking scandals, and identity 
thefts have tended to accent the destructive connotation of the word, Sue Halpern maintains 
that “hacking” is such ___________ term that its meaning nearly always derives from its 
context. 

A. a generic 

B. a catholic 

C. a positive 

D. a subjective 

E. an affirmative 

F. a technical 

 
19.  He’s a ___________ fellow, always outstanding and deploying his formidable lexicon for 

oratorical style. 

A. declamatory 

B. grandiloquent 

C. didactic 

D. titanic 

E. florid 

F. cabalistic 

 
20.  Carry Grant’s reputation as a suave and ___________ ladies’ man extended beyond the 

silver screen to his real life, where he was known to never let a woman pull out her own chair 
(this, of course was well before the feminist revolution caused a difference in opinion about 
such behavior). 

A. consummate 

B. genteel 

C. debonair 

D. waggish 

E. couth 

F. cosmopolitan 
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Sentence Completion Drill 13 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 D 

Q.2 E 

Q.3 C, E 

Q.4 B, E 

Q.5 A, E, I 

Q.6 C, D, G 

Q.7 B, D 

Q.8 A, F 

Q.9 A, E 

Q.10 D, E 

Q.11 C 

Q.12 C 

Q.13 B, F 

Q.14 A, D 

Q.15 B, D, I 

Q.16 A, E, I 

Q.17 D, F 

Q.18 A, B 

Q.19 A, B 

Q.20 B, E 
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Sentence Completion Drill 14 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Scientists have argued not only that the chains of atoms called ladder compounds have 

___________ theoretical interest but also that studies of such systems can lead to important 
practical applications. 

A. limited 

B. dubious 

C. superfluous 

D. unidimensional 

E. intrinsic 

 

02.  Some novelists immodestly idealized and exaggerated the significance of their work, but 
others, ___________ to exalt the role of the writer, question a transcendent view of the art. 

A. averring 

B. declining 

C. seeking 

D. feigning 

E. avowing 

 

03.  In her works, she (i)___________ confidence. She gets excessively (ii)___________ to 
authorities, even when rejecting their views. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. inspires D. pugnacious 

B. exudes E. deferential  

C. lacks F. condescending 

 

04.  The trade in scientific literature in nineteenth-century Germany was so robust that publisher 
constantly worried about (i)___________ of new titles, an anxiety that gave even relatively 
undistinguished authors, who made their living writing technical treatises, (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. prices D. limited public relevance 

B. supplies E. enviable scholarly credentials 

C. embargoes F. strong bargaining positions 
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05.  Laws protecting intellectual property are intended to stimulate creativity, yet some forms of 
creative work have never enjoyed legal protection – a situation that ought to be of great 
interest. If we see certain forms of creative endeavor (i)___________ as a result of 
uncontrolled copying, we might decide to (ii)___________ intellectual property law. 
Conversely, if unprotected creative work (iii)___________ in the absence of legal rules 
against copying, we would do well to know how such flourishing is sustained. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. languishing D. jettison G. declines in originality 

B. proliferating E. extend  H. manages to thrive 

C. diversifying F. relax I. openly invites imitation 

 

06.  The slow pace of job creation was without precedent for the period of recovery from a 
recession, but the conditions that conspired to cause the recession were also 
(i)___________. The stock market declined sharply, and rampant business investment 
slumped. Then an ensuing spate of scandals (ii)___________ public trust in the way 
companies were run. And yet, despite these powerful (iii)___________ to growth, the 
recession proved surprisingly mild. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. heartening D. weakened G. counterforces 

B. atypical E. illuminated  H. stimulants 

C. ambiguous F. consolidated I. concomitants 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  A cure for the common cold has been so elusive that it has become a modern symbol of 
___________. 

A. danger 

B. futility 

C. indifference 

D. pointlessness 

E. sloth 

F. apathy 
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08.  The dictator’s gleaming military uniform and imperial paraphernalia sharply contrast with the 
___________ fashion favored by most other contemporary political leaders. 

A. unostentatious 

B. modest 

C. august 

D. majestic 

E. regal 

F. casual 

 

09.  If giant X-ray flares churn circumstellar disks enough to keep newborn planets, such as Earth 
once was, from spiralling into their suns, it would be an ironic twist on our conception of X-ray 
flares as ___________. 

A. foreseeable  

B. predictable 

C. transient 

D. ephemeral 

E. perilous 

F. dangerous  

 

10.  Not only was this writer content to leave the reading public in the dark, but she also seems to 
have ___________ the role of trickster, seeding her works with apparent clues that led 
nowhere. 

A. rejected 

B. disdained 

C. relished 

D. participated in 

E. delighted in 

F. developed 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  The idea of a “language instinct” may seem ___________ to those who think of language as 

the zenith of the human intellect and of instincts as brute impulses. 

A. jarring 

B. plausible 

C. gratifying 

D. inevitable 

E. conciliatory 

 

12.  The artist is known for making photographs that deal with politically charged subject matter, 
yet because her art is so evocative and open-ended, it would be wrong to characterize it as 
___________. 

A. polemical 

B. edifying 

C. unobservant 

D. innovative 

E. ambiguous 

 

13.  We accepted the theory that as people become more independent of one another, they begin 
to feel so isolated and lonely that freedom becomes (i)___________condition that most will 
seek to (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. a permanent D. escape 

B. an irreparable E. postpone  

C. a negative   F. mitigate 

 

14.  The contemporary trend whereby fashion designers flout mainstream tradition is unique only 
in its (i)___________; earlier fashion designers experience the same (ii)___________ 
impulse, albeit in a less extreme form. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. subversiveness D. indiscriminate 

B. intensity E. iconoclastic  

C. culpability  F. temperate 
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15.  The characters in this comic strip fret about the (i) ___________ of their “little counterculture 
lives”, especially when terrible things are happening in the world, but the cartoonist makes 
their lives (ii) ___________ in ways that do not seem (iii) ___________ at all. Real things 
happen here-births, deaths, adoptions, affairs, breakups, commitments, ceremonies, civil 
union-and they matter. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. unpredictability D. stagnate G. outlandish 

B. arduousness E. resonate  H. inconsequential 

C. triviality  F. compete I. intangible 

 

16.  A certain amount of theoretical frenzy about comics today is (i)___________. After all, similar 
frenzies have been in other art forms in periods of their rapid development, for instance, the 
debates about painting that roiled Renaissance Italy. But such intellectual  
(ii)___________ rarely precedes creative glory. On the contrary, it commonly indicates that 
an artistic (iii)___________, having been made and recognized, is over, and that a process 
of increasing strained emulation and diminishing returns has set in. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. understandable D. torpor G. pitfall 

B. unprecedented E. conservatism  H. tradition 

C. perplexing F. arousal I. breakthrough 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  When studying the ancient Greek astronomers, Copernicus realized that despite the intrinsic 

beauty of many of their arguments, the ancients often made claims that ___________ logic. 

A. refuted 

B. questioned 

C. influenced 

D. swayed 

E. defied 

F. disregarded 
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18.  Although Wynne claims to recognize that ___________ evidence is available to make 
definitive statement, she offers them nonetheless, arriving at some sweeping generalizations. 

A. insufficient  

B. finite 

C. concrete 

D. meager 

E. conclusive 

F. indirect 

 

19.  In order to cultivate new repertoire, the music industry is providing a hearing for previously 
___________ composers. 

A. idle 

B. anonymous  

C. obscure  

D. renowned 

E. thwarted 

F. celebrated  

 

20.  Although many skeptics of the scientific theory ___________ critiques that have long since 
been disproved, some of the doubters arguably bring up valid points. 

A. overlook 

B. revise 

C. recycle 

D. utilize 

E. neglect 

F. rehash 
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Sentence Completion Drill 14 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 E 

Q.2 B 

Q.3 C, E 

Q.4 B, F 

Q.5 A, E, H 

Q.6 B, D, G 

Q.7 B, D 

Q.8 A, B 

Q.9 E, F 

Q.10 C, E 

Q.11 A 

Q.12 A 

Q.13 C, D 

Q.14 B, E 

Q.15 C, E, H 

Q.16 A, F, I 

Q.17 E, F 

Q.18 A, D 

Q.19 B, C 

Q.20 C, F 
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Sentence Completion Drill 15 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Though many avant-garde writers ___________ traditional distinctions among literary 

categories, combining elements of biography and fiction, prose and poetry, this fusion of 
forms has been slow to catch on with publishers. 

A. flout 

B. presuppose 

C. exploit 

D. imitate 

E. illuminate 

 

02.  By pointing out the self-serving nature of the governor’s motives for supporting the new health 
care policy, the columnist implied that the governor’s idealistic-sounding explanation of her 
position on the issue was almost certainty ___________. 

A. impractical 

B. derivative 

C. simplistic 

D. disingenuous 

E. ineffectual 

 
03.  The documentation of Earth’s biodiversity is complicated by the (i)___________ taxonomists. 

Those experts in classifying species tend to be (ii)___________ North American and Europe, 
whereas most of the undocumented biodiversity is likely in the tropics. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. uneven distribution of D. clustered in 

B. theoretical commitments of E. oblivious to  

C. professional rivalries among F. exported from 

 
04.  Invention was (i)___________ the work of the ancient Greek historians, whose writings were 

filled with long and often purely fictitious speeches by great historical figures. The animating 
force in historical writing was rhetoric rather than (ii)___________. Even well into the 
eighteenth century, more than a few historians continued to understand themselves as artists, 
given a license to invent. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. discouraged in  D. eloquence 

B. a hallmark of E. evidence  

C. exceptional in  F. imagination 
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05.  Given children’s active fantasy lives, one might think of truthfulness as (i)___________ virtue 
in young children, but it turns out that lying is the more (ii)___________ skill. A child who is 
going to lie must recognize the truth, intellectually conceive of an alternate reality, and be 
able to convincingly sell that new reality to someone else. Therefore, lying  
(iii)___________ cognitive development and social skills in a way that honesty simply does 
not. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. an instinctive D. mundane G. demands  

B. a conscious E. practical  H. forgoes 

C. an acquired  F. advanced  I. undermines  

 

06.  Traditional Vietnamese culture has long promoted the idea of gender equality. Founding 
myths (i)___________ the equal division of labor in child care for mothers and fathers. As is 
often the case, however, theoretical commitments are (ii)___________ actual processes. In 
reality, gender-based (iii)___________ persists. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. obscure D. incommensurate with G. parity 

B. celebrate E. surpassed by  H. inclusiveness 

C. countermand F. inspired by I. stratification 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  Although the biography never explicitly assesses what role the dynamic between Mr. Merrill’s 
parents might have played in the development of his personality, the author offers plenty of 
___________. 

A. mystification 

B. elucidation 

C. speculation 

D. reflection 

E. obfuscation 

F. conjecture 
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08.  There are great ___________ in countries’ greenhouse gas emissions, especially in per capita 
terms: while the United States and China are similar in aggregate emissions, United States 
per capita emissions are a huge multiple of China’s. 

A. distortions 

B. disparities 

C. fluctuations 

D. advances 

E. variances 

F. vacillations 

 

09.  There is frequently a protracted time interval between the introduction of an innovative musical 
composition and its public acceptance; the concert-going public often spurns the ___________ 
in favor of the familiar for a prolonged period. 

A. comprehensive 

B. intricate 

C. novel 

D. original 

E. intelligible 

F. complex 

 

10. The concept of the Hellenistic period in ancient history has proved useful but also ___________, 
with scholars disagreeing on the dates when the period began and ended. 

A. slippery 

B. elusive 

C. fruitless 

D. deceptive 

E. futile 

F. compelling 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  The medical professor’s thesis – hardly new, but rarely ___________ by faculty members of 

his distinction – is that patients are more than the sum of their symptoms and systems. 

A. discounted 

B. ignored 

C. subverted 

D. underestimated 

E. espoused 

 

12.  Even if he wants to serve again – and given his obvious love for the job, the assumption 
among insiders is that he is more likely to stay than go – there is at least a/an ___________ 
his serving another term. 

A. benefit in  

B. incentive for 

C. precedent for 

D. impediment to  

E. rationale for 

 

13.  Memory-prompt technology such as online birthday reminders does more than enhance our 
recall abilities; it induces us to (i)___________ ever more behaviors to automated processes. 
Witness the (ii)___________ a program that allows us to create computer greeting cards for 
the entire year in one sitting. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. delegate D. controversy over 

B. ascribe E. popularity of  

C. liken  F. sophistication of 

 

14.  While people complain about their hectic lives and demanding schedules, one might be 
justified in suspecting that they are being somewhat (i)___________: compulsive busyness 
seems to be, for many, a source of (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. guarded  D. pride 

B. insincere  E. despair  

C. dilatory  F. irritation 

 

 

 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 15  118 
 

15.  Applications of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) have fared best in contexts in which 
habitat condition is closely linked to species condition and the cause of habitat degradation 
is easily identified. The achievements of the ESA in those contexts, however, have 
(i)___________ that other uses of the act can (ii)___________ that record even where such 
favorable conditions do not (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. quelled the conviction D. mitigate G. vary 

B. presaged the uncertainty E. duplicate  H. pertain 

C. fostered the misconception F. elucidate I. diminish 

 

16.  Scientific papers often (i)___________ what actually happened in the course of the 
investigations they describe. Misunderstandings, blind alleys, and mistakes of various sorts 
will fail to appear in the final written accounts because (ii)___________ is a desirable attribute 
when transmitting results in a scientific report and would be poorly served by 
(iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. amplify D. transparency G. a comprehensive historical account 

B. misrepresent E. exhaustiveness H. a purely quantitative analysis 

C. particularize F. efficiency  I. an overly superficial discussion 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  In a number of instances, investors hoping to tap into the region’s meteoric growth have instead 

faced problems ranging from unpredictable management practices to outright ___________. 

A. malfeasance 

B. incompetence 

C. capriciousness  

D. fraudulence  

E. hysteria 

F. impulsiveness 
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18.  To call Kermode the finest English critic of his generation would be a ___________ 
compliment, since not many of its population are professionally engaged in literary criticism. 

A. sincere 

B. backhanded 

C. paltry 

D. heartfelt 

E. meager 

F. plausible 

 

19.  Even though the original settlement may not hold up, it at least proves that the deadlock can 
be broken and that a hitherto ___________ party is ready to bargain. 

A. implacable 

B. unyielding 

C. impeccable 

D. flawless 

E. unqualified 

F. capricious 

 

20.  In sharp contrast to the novel’s scenic realism and precisely characterized figure is its 
persistent philosophical ___________. 

A. naturalism 

B. abstraction 

C. generality 

D. impartiality 

E. sincerity 

F. objectivity 
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Sentence Completion Drill 15 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 D 

Q.3 A, D 

Q.4 B, E 

Q.5 C, F, G 

Q.6 B, D, I 

Q.7 C, F 

Q.8 B, E 

Q.9 C, D 

Q.10 A, B 

Q.11 E 

Q.12 D 

Q.13 A, E 

Q.14 B, D 

Q.15 C, E, H 

Q.16 B, F, G 

Q.17 A, D 

Q.18 C, E 

Q.19 A, B 

Q.20 B, C 
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Sentence Completion Drill 16 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. In the solar system, collisions involving cosmic object are among the most ___________ 

processes shaping surfaces: images of many solar objects show a proliferation of impact 
craters formed throughout the past 4.5 billion years. 

A. pervasive  

B. cataclysmic  

C. misleading 

D. uncontrollable 

E. random 

 

02.  If the study proves that bears are still endemic to the area, the proposal to introduce additional 
bears of the same species will probably face less opposition, since the plan would then 
involve ___________ a historic population, not trying to build population from scratch. 

A. reclassifying 

B. augmenting 

C. forestalling 

D. publicizing 

E. winnowing 

 

03.  Folmer’s book on Edith Wharton seems far removed from recent trends in literary criticism; 
this need not to be a fault, except that, in its title and introduction, the book (i)___________ 
to be conversant with contemporary discourse in the field, but in its actual analysis of 
Wharton’s work, it is marked by a very (ii)___________ approach. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. designs  D. old-fashioned 

B. fails E. timely  

C. purports  F. arcane 

 

04.  The book is not comprehensive but is, instead, (i)_________ in the most positive sense: 
(ii)___________ rather than settles. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. definitive  D. stipulates 

B. provocative E. suggests  

C. timely  F. disseminates 
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05.  Although political events in different countries were not (i)___________ in the nineteenth 
century, their inter-relationship was (ii)___________ compared with the present, when 
interdependence has become far greater: (iii)___________ has ceased to be an option. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. unconnected D. conditional G. isolationism 

B. trivial E. superficial  H. resilience 

C. simultaneous F. transparent I. idealism 

 

06.  In adolescence, (i)___________ interactions are crucial in forging a self-identity. To be sure, 
this process often plays out in (ii)___________ as a means of depending on and shoring up 
the sense of self. Kids will seek out like-minded companions, and spurn others who seem 
different. But when kept within reasonable bounds, this in-group (iii)___________ generally 
evolves into a more mature friendship pattern. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. adult D. cliquish social behavior G. alienation 

B. wide-ranging E. dramatic changes in personality H. clustering 

C. peer F. heightened sociability I. competition 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  Few ideas are more ___________ than the notion that cultures evolve in Darwinian fashion; 
many academics have begun writing about cultural evolution, but few treat the underlying 
Darwinian logic with the care it deserves. 

A. abused 

B. archaic 

C. derivative 

D. outdated 

E. divisive 

F. misused  
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08.  After many years of feeling ___________ by his seniors managers, Clark was becoming 
hopeful of advancement. 

A. vilified 

B. stymied 

C. hindered 

D. aggrieved 

E. circumvented 

F. overlooked 

 

09.  Williamson had a fierce commitment to achieving an accord, spending enormous amount of 
time trying to forge a consensus out of an often ___________ assembly. 

A. fractious  

B. apathetic 

C. cynical  

D. restive  

E. compliant 

F. tractable 

 

10.  Readers looking for another condemnation of private equity firms should look elsewhere, this 
book is not ___________ such firms. 

A. a vindication of 

B. an argument about  

C. an exculpation 

D. a disquisition on 

E. a rant against  

F. a diatribe on  
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Many readers today consider the moral sentiments expressed in the ancient writers’ work to 

be quite vapid, and in the seventeenth century they were similarly regarded as ___________. 

A. jejune 

B. didactic 

C. dogmatic 

D. tendentious 

E. arcane 

 

12.  A new television documentary focuses on of the prime minister’s defining contradiction, 
portraying her as a woman who cultivated an image of ___________, but who liked to live 
grandly. 

A. irascibility 

B. abstemiousness 

C. contentiousness 

D. insouciance 

E. surreptitiousness 

 

13.  The author clearly supports the causes he writes about, but he is more a narrator than 
(i)___________. Some say he should have included more (ii)___________, but he is wise to 
let the fact speak for themselves. They are complex enough to prompt many kinds of 
interpretation, and he would bog down the complicated tale if he tried to adjudicate all of their 
competing claims. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. a reporter D. statistical data 

B. an advocate E. analysis of events 

C. an adversary F. detailed description 

 

14.  The controversy about Alexander the Great’s personality derives from the fact that our 
sources are (i)___________, all eyewitness accounts having perished. What remains is, at 
best, (ii)___________ (one history, for instance is based largely on the now-lost memoirs of 
Alexander’s alleged half-brother, Ptolemy) and at worst, highly unreliable. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. outdated D. second-hand 

B. abstruse E. repetitious  

C. inadequate  F. deceptive 
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15.  One sometimes hears that Marco Polo introduced pasta to the Western world, having 
encountered it in China. This durable myth, which (i)___________ that nothing should have 
been known of pasta in Italy until 1295, when Marco Polo returned from the Far East, can 
easily be (ii)___________ by pointing out that there are Italian references to pasta that 
(iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. requires D. augmented G. praise its virtues 

B. demonstrates E. debunked  H. can be authenticated 

C. symbolizes F. traced I. predate that event 

 

16.  For almost two centuries, the German island of Sylt has offered various therapies for every 
conceivable (i)___________ from broken bones to liver complaints. The local mud, saltwater, 
thermal pools, and spas have been deemed (ii)___________ by the German medical system, 
which (iii)___________ some of these treatments. Consequently, the treatments are widely 
used. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. malady D. healthful G. doubts 

B. indiscretion E. suspect  H. denies 

C. prognosis F. innocuous I. funds 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  His premiership, seemingly cast-iron a year ago, is now so vulnerable that even a good day at 

the office does no more than buy him a few weeks of ___________ from rebels within his own 
party. 

A. controversy 

B. reproach 

C. respite 

D. relief 

E. blame 

F. deference 
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18.  Even before she went to art school, Veronica found the standard design categories 
___________: she didn’t understand why designing buildings and designing tables should 
require different sensibilities. 

A. provocative 

B. limiting 

C. stimulating 

D. confusing 

E. confining 

F. exhilarating 

 

19.  The author engages this issue from diverse perspectives, supports his arguments with many 
examples, and manages to avoid antagonizing others in dealing with a very ___________ 
subject. 

A. contentious 

B. pedestrian 

C. controversial 

D. perplexing 

E. mundane 

F. intriguing 

 

20.  Space is often referred to as the final frontier, as the only realm of which humankind has still 
to gain substantial understanding, yet the ocean is also another vast area about which our 
knowledge is ___________. 

A. erroneous 

B. confusing 

C. frustrating 

D. rudimentary 

E. delusive 

F. sketchy 
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Sentence Completion Drill 16 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 B 

Q.3 C, D 

Q.4 B, E 

Q.5 A, E, G 

Q.6 C, D, H 

Q.7 A, F 

Q.8 B, C 

Q.9 A, D 

Q.10 E, F 

Q.11 A 

Q.12 B 

Q.13 B, E 

Q.14 C, D 

Q.15 A, E, I 

Q.16 A, D, I 

Q.17 C, D 

Q.18 B, E 

Q.19 A, C 

Q.20 D, F 
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Sentence Completion Drill 17 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. The stories in Yiyun Li’s recent collection are distinctive particularly for the strong contrast 

between their emotional intensity and their consistently ___________ tone. 

A. affable 

B. ebullient 

C. measured 

D. irascible 

E. overwrought 

 

02.  The palaeontologist examined the problem afresh, believing that the accepted classification 
___________ the essential continuity of the specimens by making specious distinctions 
among them. 

A. disproved 

B. belied 

C. conflated 

D. divulged 

E. relaxed 

 

03.  Although Shakespeare received little formal education, scholarship has in recent years 
(i)___________ the view that he was (ii)_______________ the work of classical authors. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. substantiated D. unimpressed by 

B. questioned E. influenced by 

C. undermined F. unfamiliar with  

 

04.  Making loans and fighting poverty are normally two of the least glamorous pursuits around, 
but remarkably enough put the two together, and you have an economic innovation that has 
become not just (i)___________ but utterly (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. popular D. chic 

B. pointless E. unfathomable  

C. dangerous F. sensible 
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05.  The question of (i)_________ in photography has lately become nontrivial. Prices for vintage 
prints (those made by a photographer soon after he or she made the negative) so drastically 
(ii)_________ in the 1990s that one of those photographs might fetch a hundred times as 
much as a nonvintage print of the same image. It was perhaps only a matter of time before 
someone took advantage of the (iii)________ to peddle newly created "vintage" prints for 
profit. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. style D. ballooned G. discrepancy 

B. influence E. weakened H. ambiguity 

C. forgery  F. varied I. duplicity 

 

06.  Biologists have little (i)___________ drawing the link between the success of humanity and 
human (ii)___________. Indeed, many biologists claim that this attribute, the ability to 
(iii)___________, or, to put it more sharply, to make individuals subordinate their self-interest 
to the needs of the group, lies at the root of human achievement. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. consensus regarding D. resilience G. reflect 

B. compunction about E. sociability  H. communicate 

C. justification for F. uniqueness I. cooperate 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  Culture, like speech, is primarily a human faculty, although both functions may exist in a more 
___________ form in lesser primates. 

A. indispensable 

B. crucial 

C. primitive 

D. intelligible 

E. recognizable 

F. rudimentary 
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08.  Tompkinson’s prior donations to the university, while very generous, failed to ___________ 
the magnitude of her latest gift. 

A. compensate for 

B. portend 

C. clarify 

D. predict 

E. offset 

F. undermine 

 

09.  The first images of Jupiter’s moon Callisto show bright regions of material, as if older and 
darker ice had slid downhill and exposed the ___________ ice underneath. 

A. ancient 

B. murky 

C. compact 

D. pristine 

E. grimy 

F. unblemished 

 

10.  The dog's appearance of __________ became increasingly irritating; his whines became more 
wheedling, his manner more imploring. 

A. supplication 

B. gratification 

C. insolence 

D. entreaty 

E. wilfulness 

F. contentment 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Many Americans believe that individual initiative epitomized the 1890's and see the 

entrepreneur as the ___________ of that age. 

A. caricature 

B. exemplification 

C. salvation 

D. throwback 

E. personification 

 

12.  She constantly ___________ herself for not living up to her own ideas – for not working hard 
enough or not having motives that were pure enough. 

A. exalted 

B. coddled 

C. excoriated 

D. mollified 

E. deluded 

 

13.  Proponents of international regulation of environmental issues have always struggled against 
scientific uncertainty and economic hostility, two obstacles which, from a political standpoint, 
often have been closely related, as economic hostility toward environmental regulation for 
economic reasons have (i)___________ the considerable uncertainty underlying most 
environmental challenges to (ii)___________ of environmental regulation. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. resolved D. exaggerate the efficacy 

B. gainsaid E. downplay the legitimacy 

C. exploited F. question the fallibility 

 

14.  A war, even if fought for individual liberty and democratic rights, usually requires that these 
principles be ___________, for they are ___________ the regimentation and discipline 
necessary for military efficiency. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. espoused D. incompatible with 

B. suspended E. fulfilled through 

C. relinquished F. inherent in 
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15.  Analysis of 47.5-million-year-old fossils from Pakistan has yielded fresh insights into the early 
ancestors of modern whales. For example, Maiacetus Inuus was a land animal 
(i)___________ a life in the sea. One Maiacetus Innus fossil encased a foetus positioned for 
a head-first delivery, which is typical of a land mammal and suggests the species gave birth 
onshore. But it probably spent much of its time (ii)___________: its big teeth were suited for 
catching fish, while its flipper-like feet must have been (iii)___________ walking. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. resistant D. in the water G. incompatible with 

B. removed from E. fleeing from predators H. clumsy for 

C. adapted to F. protecting its young I. strengthened by 

 

16.  Those who took Clark’s old-mannered compliance for obsequiousness (i)___________ him: 
his apparent (ii)___________ veiled a fervent (iii)___________ of the authority that others 
exercised over him, one that he occasionally expressed by discreetly sabotaging their most 
important projects. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. misconstrued D. cynicism G. veneration 

B. condemned E. acquiescence  H. justification 

C. respected F. intractability I. detestation 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  In ways large and small, millions of people are taking active steps to ___________ the medical 

mainstream, whether by taking herbal remedies for disease or by placing their hopes for a cure 
in alternative treatment. 

A. augment 

B. sidestep 

C. support 

D. vilify 

E. circumvent 

F. endorse 
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18.  Although its grey text blocks and black-and-white illustrations give it a sober mien, this one-
stop resource can take the place of a dozen less ___________ texts. 

A. exhaustive 

B. interesting 

C. appealing 

D. original 

E. educational 

F. comprehensive 

 

19.  The media have constantly disparaged the governor’s incompetence and have found a public 
only too eager to applaud their ___________. 

A. assiduousness 

B. stupefaction 

C. mockery 

D. incredulity 

E. certitude 

F. derision 

 

20.  The ___________ of ophthalmology as a field in the United States from 1820 to 1850 is evident 
in the opening of at least five eye hospitals during this period, offering new venues for 
ophthalmic treatment and experimentation. 

A. burgeoning  

B. retrenchment 

C. sophistication 

D. expansion  

E. curtailment 

F. resurgence  
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Sentence Completion Drill 17 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 C 

Q.2 B 

Q.3 C, F 

Q.4 A, D 

Q.5 C, D, G 

Q.6 B, E, I 

Q.7 C, F 

Q.8 B, D 

Q.9 D, F 

Q.10 A, D 

Q.11 E 

Q.12 C 

Q.13 C, E 

Q.14 B, D 

Q.15 C, D, H 

Q.16 A, E, I 

Q.17 B, E 

Q.18 A, F 

Q.19 C, F 

Q.20 A, D 
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Sentence Completion Drill 18 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. In proto-scientific theories (for example, in ancient Greece), claims about the physical world 

were often accepted as true if they were reasonable; experimental verification, if thought 
necessary at all, was ___________. 

A. utilitarian 

B. perfunctory 

C. egregious 

D. empirical 

E. inductive 

 

02.  The theory that the 1908 Tunguska event was the explosion of a cosmic body in the sky over 
Siberia is ___________: no one has yet found fragments of the object or any impact craters 
in the affected region. 

A. long-standing 

B. indisputable 

C. plausible 

D. uncontested 

E. unproven 

 

03.  Although the political science professor’s paper is quite (i)___________ about the 
government’s problem, suggesting that they are part of a (ii)___________ process, the 
prognosis for the government is, on the contrary, actually quite auspicious. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. straightforward D. degenerative 

B. circuitous E. comprehensive 

C. pessimistic F. spontaneous 

 

04.  Although the vast weight of evidence supports the contention that the products of agricultural 
biotechnology are environmentally (i)___________, many people still find them 
(ii)___________ unsettling. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. destructive D. retroactively 

B. sound E. innocuously 

C. intriguing F. intrinsically 
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05.  The usual (i)___________ spending public monies on scientific projects is that such projects 
have the potential to make our lives healthier, safer, and more productive. However, the fact 
that science – even “pure” science – can strengthen democracy and promote public 
participation in the political process is hardly ever (ii)___________. It should be scientific 
literacy (iii)___________ democracy, and this is an important ancillary benefit of the 
promotion of science. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. argument against D. denied G. stifles 

B. rationale for E. mentioned H. energizes 

C. precedent for F. gainsaid I. disregards 

 

06.  Early practitioners of the natural sciences developed methods to remove distortions caused 
by either the research environment or the researcher. Such methods, especially with respect 
to the researcher, were considered to (i)___________ those (ii)___________ subjectivity 
whose unbridled expression was thought to (iii)___________ research. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. restrain D. incursions of G. corrupt 

B. reveal E. restrictions on  H. justify 

C. disguise F. acknowledgements of I. expedite 

 
For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

07.  The researcher noted that microbes, although ___________, make up far more of the living 
protoplasm on Earth than all humans, animals and plants combined. 

A. invisible 

B. omnipresent 

C. diminutive 

D. ubiquitous 

E. minuscule 

F. ethereal 

 
08.  In Inuit culture, elaborate carving has often been used to enhance ___________ object such 

as harpoon heads and other tools. 

A. utilitarian 

B. functional 

C. domestic 

D. decorative 

E. manufactured 

F. ornamental 
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09.  Benjamin Franklin’s reputation is so much of one combining scientific investigation with 

empirical data that it is somewhat startling to realize how ___________ most of his 
experiments actually were. 

A. reasonable 

B. speculative 

C. pragmatic 

D. conjectural 

E. careless 

F. judicious 

 
10.  Scientists reported last month on a sign of relative solar ___________; the solar wind, a rush 

of charged particles continually spewed from the Sun at a million miles an hour, had 
diminished to its lowest level in 50 years. 

A. quiescence 

B. turbulence 

C. isolation 

D. calm 

E. remoteness 

F. instability 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Motivation is the hardest of all managerial tasks, and it is ___________ to expect a single 

memo, no matter how well crafted, to have much effect on the staff’s attitude. 

A. ingenious 

B. reasonable 

C. fanciful 

D. scrupulous 

E. radical 

 
12.  Many readers today consider the moral sentiments expressed in the ancient writers’ work to 

be quite vapid, and in the seventeenth century they were similarly regarded as ___________. 

A. jejune 

B. didactic 

C. dogmatic 

D. tendentious 

E. arcane 

 
13.  The author argued that the field of sociology has been overly (i)___________, partly because, 

for many scholars, the edges of social universe are defined by national borders. In this era of 
increasing globalization, however, sociology is presented with a historically distinct 
opportunity to transcend its former (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. narrow in scope D. utilitarianism 

B. susceptible to fads E. parochialism 

C. averse to empiricism F. historicism 

 
14.  The author of this travel guide (i)___________ to show his readers Cairo as it really is, but 

his information is not reliable: for example, his geography is (ii)___________, with one 
walking tour covering areas of the city that are twenty miles apart. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. designs D. erratic 

B. forbears E. erudite 

C. purports F. extensive 
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15.  Behavioral economists have come to believe that a (i)___________ of choices can be 
paralyzing as Schwartz pointed out in the recent book The Paradox of Choice. Studies of 
retirement plans show that the more investment choices a plan offers, the less likely people 
are to participate in it. It may follow, then, that a lack of flexibility in certain plans may actually 
be a (ii)___________. People reasonably (iii)___________ some advantages in exchange 
for peace of mind. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. surfeit D. virtue G. foresee 

B. reduction E. conundrum  H. forestall 

C. stabilization F. revelation I. forgo 

 
16.  Although political events in different countries were not (i)___________ in the nineteenth 

century, their interrelationship was (ii)___________ compared with the present, when 
interdependence has become far greater: (iii)___________ has ceased to be an option. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. unconnected D. conditional G. isolationism 

B. trivial E. superficial  H. resilience 

C. simultaneous F. transparent I. idealism 

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Publicity surrounding celebrities’ donations to charity is often greeted with cynicism, but a 

study of celebrity donation shows that they do ___________ others’ donations. 

A. preclude 

B. elicit 

C. allow 

D. draw 

E. bar 

F. replace 

 
18.  Aerial viewings of the gigantic stone horse attributed to the Native American Quechuan 

people fail to ___________ the considerable artistry required to create the piece: the horse 
appears crudely constructed unless carefully examined from the ground. 

A. reveal 

B. justify 

C. manifest 

D. mitigate 

E. diminish 

F. undercut 
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19.  Culture, like speech, is primarily a human faculty, although both functions may exist in a more 

___________ form in lesser primates. 

A. indispensable 

B. crucial 

C. primitive 

D. intelligible 

E. recognizable 

F. rudimentary 

 
20.  Jackie Wullschlager's biography of Hans Christian Andersen ___________ the insipid 

sweetness with which Andersen coated his life and reveals a vulnerable gingerbread man 
with a bitter almond where his heart should be. 

A. conjures up 

B. imagines 

C. strips away 

D. overlooks 

E. removes 

F. ignores 
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Sentence Completion Drill 18 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B 

Q.2 E 

Q.3 C, D 

Q.4 B, F 

Q.5 B, E, H 

Q.6 A, D, G 

Q.7 C, E 

Q.8 A, B 

Q.9 B, D 

Q.10 A, D 

Q.11 C 

Q.12 A 

Q.13 A, E 

Q.14 C, D 

Q.15 A, D, I 

Q.16 A, E, G 

Q.17 B, D 

Q.18 A, C 

Q.19 C, F 

Q.20 C, E 
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Sentence Completion Drill 19 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Medieval cathedrals still stand as marvels of architecture, but as far as modern science is 

concerned, medieval physics and chemistry are simply irrelevant, at best a dead end, at worst 
the very ___________ of what science is supposed to be. 

A. exemplar 

B. glorification 

C. reflection 

D. dilution 

E. antithesis 

 

02.  For the urban researcher, the long lives of ancient cities can provide ample chronological 
data, making up for the paucity stemming from relative ___________ of most present-day 
cities. 

A. complexity 

B. formlessness 

C. transparency 

D. diversity 

E. youthfulness 

 

03.  Britain’s deteriorating economy after 1945 was (i)___________ by politicians who favored the 
manufacturing sector over the service sector: rather than attempting to (ii)___________ the 
decline of manufacturing, they should have promoted service industries. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. exacerbated D. augment 

B. bolstered E. arrest  

C. forestalled  F. escalate 

 

04.  The controversy about Alexander the Great’s personality is a consequence of the fact that 
our sources are (i)___________, all eyewitness accounts having perished. What remains is, 
at best, (ii)___________ (one history, for instance is based largely on the now-lost memoirs 
of Alexander’s alleged half-brother, Ptolemy) and at worst, highly unreliable. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. outdated D. secondhand 

B. inadequate E. repetitious  

C. abstruse  F. deceptive 
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05.  Anna Gavalda’s fiction is appealing largely because of her writing styles, which is certainly  
(i)___________. It is heavy on dialogue (and light on embellishment), features short sections 
(of often only a few sentence) in rapid succession, and in general favors an unadorned 
directness. Not surprisingly, this style works better in short-story form than in novels, and the 
story collection “I Wish Someone Were Waiting for Me Somewhere” (ii)___________ her 
attempt to (iii)___________ it in a novel, as in, for example, “Someone I Loved”. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. annoying D. is thought to precede G. undermine 

B. distinctive E. fails in comparison with  H. sustain 

C. convoluted F. impresses considerably more than I. reject 

 

06.  For Plato, the art of music was so (i)___________ moral and political reality that any alteration 
to music system would necessarily require a corresponding political shift. But two and a half 
millennia later, when classical music is generally seen merely as a lifestyle accessory, Plato’s 
conception seems (ii)___________. While there are people who consider classical music to 
have (iii)___________ cultural importance, but few of them can articulate this convincingly. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. rarely identified with D. apt G. marginal 

B. tenuously connected to E. absurd  H. profound 

C. firmly anchored in  F. disingenuous I. uncertain 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  In the northeastern United States, beaver populations had been critically reduced or even 
___________ in large areas at the end of nineteenth century; as a result, several states 
instituted prohibitions on beaver trapping. 

A. diminished 

B. extirpated 

C. eliminated 

D. devalued 

E. weakened 

F. underrated 
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08.  The series of documentaries certainly does not promote the country's recent diplomatic 
initiatives; in fact, some of the films appear to be _____________ those initiatives. 

A. rallying cries against 

B. denunciations of 

C. appraisals of 

D. indictments of 

E. clarion calls for 

F. concomitant with 

 
09.  Some kinds of deadly bacteria, including those that cause tetanus, tuberculosis, and botulism, 

remain ___________ until something triggers their insidious activity. 

A. harmless 

B. innocuous 

C. anomalous 

D. aberrant 

E. efficacious 

F. undetectable 

 
10.  Titan, Saturn’s largest moon, looks surprisingly ___________, even though it is a cold, dimly 

lit world made from unknown materials. 

A. habitable 

B. familiar 

C. forbidding 

D. placid 

E. daunting 

F. recognizable 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Investors are grateful that the attorney general has stepped in to pursue inquiries into 

misfeasance in the financial markets, given that the regulators officially charged with policing 
the industry have been ___________. 

A. diffident 

B. meticulous 

C. straightforward 

D. implacable 

E. tenacious 

 
12.  Consolidating memory is not instantaneous or even ___________: every memory must be 

encoded and moved from short-term to long-term storage, and some of these memories are, 
for whatever reason, more vividly imprinted than others. 

A. salutary 

B. deliberate 

C. sequential 

D. momentary 

E. inevitable 

 
13.  The politician’s record while in office, though (i)___________, hardly accounts for her high 

standard three decades later – a standing all the more (ii)___________ because of continuing 
assaults on her reputation during those years. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. bewildering D. unusual 

B. admirable E. regrettable  

C. unappreciated  F. persistent 

 
14.  Although it is not uncommon for journalists to portray political inexperience on the part of 

public officials as an (i)___________, it was nevertheless surprising when members of the 
press treated the new senator’s obvious (ii)___________ as an extraordinary virtue. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. advantage D. nonchalance 

B. impediment E. acumen  

C. exception  F. naiveté 
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15.  When a new scientific model emerges, research studies (i)___________ that paradigm tend 
to dominate in the scientific literature: the process of selecting articles for publication is tilted 
towards positive results. But once the paradigm (ii)___________, the academic incentives 
shift in the opposite direction: research results are more considered worthy publication when 
they (iii)___________ what has become the established view. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. tweaking D. is initially articulated G. bolster 

B. affirming E. has become entrenched H. circumvent 

C. controverting  F. is about to be attacked I. undermine 

 
16.  The historian of ancient science Otto Neugebauer concluded that Babylonian astronomical 

texts are (i)___________ because everything has been eliminated from the astronomy except 
observations and the mathematical consequences of an initial hypothesis about the 
fundamental character of the astronomical movements. This judgment cohered with the high 
level of mathematical theory, which (ii)___________ mathematical computation together with 
empirical observations as (iii)___________ of science and denied any role to speculative 
hypotheses of a strongly theoretical nature. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. questionable D. repudiated G. end result 

B. scientific E. admitted  H. necessary characteristics 

C. limited F. confounded I. discredited path 

 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  The initial, widely shared pessimism turned out to be ___________, because it ignored the 

many things that could be done with resources left behind. 

A. unintelligible 

B. unfathomable 

C. unfounded 

D. unimaginative 

E. unjustified 

F. unimportant 
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18.  Despite a tendency to be overtly ___________, her poetry does not consist solely of pious 
sentiments: it often sparks the imagination and provides lively entertainment. 

A. preachy 

B. querulous 

C. insincere 

D. sanctimonious 

E. plaintive 

F. disingenuous 

 
19.  Willian Perkins, his ___________ speaking style notwithstanding, has long been seen as the 

moderate face of his political party. 

A. fiery 

B. genteel 

C. bumbling 

D. unremarkable 

E. affable 

F. impassioned 

 
20.  Although in his new book he tends to repeat himself like a ___________ uncle, McHughen 

makes a persuasive case for the safety of tinkering with genes to create new foods. 

A. taciturn 

B. reserved 

C. prototypical 

D. cantankerous 

E. loquacious 

F. garrulous 
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Sentence Completion Drill 19 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 E 

Q.2 E 

Q.3 A, E 

Q.4 B, D 

Q.5 B, F, H 

Q.6 C, E, H 

Q.7 B, C 

Q.8 B, D 

Q.9 A, B 

Q.10 B, F 

Q.11 A 

Q.12 E 

Q.13 B, D 

Q.14 A, F 

Q.15 B, E, I 

Q.16 B, E, H 

Q.17 C, E 

Q.18 A, D 

Q.19 A, F 

Q.20 E, F  
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Sentence Completion Drill 20 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. The chairman, faced with the need to forge a consensus on a number of proposals, 

acknowledged that it would be difficult to reconcile the push for a radical overhaul with the 
stance of those who want ___________ change. 

A. genuine 

B. indiscriminate 

C. deliberate  

D. immediate 

E. wholesale 

 

02.  The stars’ attitudes toward their glowing press are diametrically opposed: some think it 
___________ and others take the adulation seriously. 

A. fanatical 

B. inconsequential 

C. flummery  

D. coincidental 

E. sincere 

 

03.  Up to the 1970s, histories of science tended to be (i)___________ primarily in their focus on 
discoveries and theories that could be read as anticipating later scientific orthodoxies, rather 
than on those deemed (ii)___________ in their own periods. Historians of science are now 
routinely far more sensitive on such scores. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. anachronistic D. foremost 

B. convoluted E. fallacious 

C. undogmatic F. inessential 

 

04.  The students seeking undergraduate representation on the board of trustees viewed the 
impasse in their negotiations with the administration as (i)___________, since it promised to  
(ii)___________ the administration’s belief that students should take no part in running the 
university. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. unfortunate D. undermine 

B. inevitable E. fuel 

C. unprecedented F. distort 
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05.  The perennial problem for critics of nineteenth-century novelist Charlotte Yonge is the 
relationship of her realism to her (i)___________. While admiring her complex psychological 
portraits and detailed descriptions of quotidian family life, readers since her own time have 
tended to fault her improbable manipulation of plot to teach a moral lesson. Indeed, many 
critics (ii)___________ her because of her willingness to (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. pessimism D. dismiss G. squander suspense 

B. didacticism E. applaud H. sacrifice credibility 

C. eclecticism F. underestimate I. deflate pretension 

 

06.  Martin Filler claims that after the social welfare programs of the 1960s, belief that the 
government has an obligation to provide decent housing for citizens who cannot afford it was  
(i)___________ in the United States by the notion that providing suitable shelter for everyone 
should be (ii)_________. Thus, today in the (iii)___________ of taxpayer-sponsored 
initiatives we have volunteer home-construction programs, honorable in intent but pitifully 
limited in scope. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. supplanted D. a shared civic responsibility G. absence 

B. promulgated E. an act of private charity H. ubiquity 

C. corroborated F. a profit-oriented enterprise I. presence 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  In its few decades of existence, the field of technology assessment has undergone large 
changes: its original high ambitions to predict consequences of technology have been 
___________ if not discarded. 

A. deferred 

B. subverted 

C. abandoned 

D. relinquished 

E. tempered 

F. modulated 
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08.  Individuals interested in longevity have sought to fine-tune their bodies with all kinds of 
___________ diets: only raw foods; only plant; only the flesh, fruit, and nuts that prehistoric 
humans would have hunted and foraged. 

A. eccentric 

B. meager 

C. salutary 

D. proscriptive 

E. trendy 

F. exacting 

 

09.  The baseball player’s performance during last night’s game was impressive, although not 
___________; others have performed similar feats. 

A. decisive 

B. unexampled 

C. significant 

D. novel 

E. outstanding 

F. spectacular 

 

10.  His political view, harking back to the turmoil in the 1934, is a ___________ with no bearing 
on the present. 

A. prototype 

B. pretense 

C. paradigm 

D. relic 

E. contradiction 

F. vestige 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Studies of hermaphroditic plants may exhibit sampling bias against self-fertilizing and cross-

fertilizing species, thus inflating the frequency of species using a mixed mating system (both 
self-fertilizing and cross-fertilizing); nevertheless, the number of mixed-system species is not 
___________. 

A. self-evident 

B. static 

C. trivial 

D. calculable 

E. succinctness 

 

12.  A curiosity of the film Vertigo is its capacity to generate emotional power from a plot that lacks 
the most of elementary ___________: viewers are required to accept not an isolated 
implausibility, but a continuous stream of them. 

A. credibility 

B. impact 

C. narrative 

D. tension 

E. premise 

 

13.  It was fine to be (i)___________ in the old days when papers were still not losing readers 
and ad revenue was not tough to come by, but many editors today are uneasy about 
bludgeoning their readers with the inherently (ii)___________ work of cartoonists. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. comprehensive D. unbalanced 

B. opinionated E. flawed 

C. profligate F. vacuous 

 
14.  Some academic criticism of popular novels has been (i)___________ in character, being 

based on the assumption that the wider the appeal, the more (ii)___________ the novel. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. rigorous D. undesirable 

B. exculpatory E. accomplished 

C. elitist F. comprehensible 
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15.  The order applies to all Federal agencies whose actions may affect the status of invasive 
species and requires agencies to identify such actions and to the extent practicable and 
permitted by law, and since invasive species severely reduce the number of native species 
and even (i)___________ their existence, the agency has determined and made public its 
determination that the benefits of such actions clearly outweigh the potential harm caused by 
invasive species; and that all feasible and (ii)___________ measures to (iii)___________ risk 
of harm of the introduction of invasive species will be taken in conjunction with the actions. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. escalate D. prudent G. remedy 

B. preclude E. mawkish H. counterbalance 

C. diminish F. braggart I. minimize 

 

16.  Conventionally, the ultimate measure of a scientific work’s validity is how broadly and 
confidently its conclusions become accepted in the relevant field, which in turn  
(i)___________ the extent to which its findings are replicated and extended. However, 
establishing such validity, especially for a novel experimental finding, can take years, and 
what (ii)___________ replication or extension may be (iii)___________ for some time. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. derives from D. justifies G. evident 

B. works against E. impugns H. disputed 

C. leads to F. constitutes I. touted 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  While the group's street protests assumed an assertory uncompromising tenor, once admitted 

to the halls of power to begin formal lobbying, the group's leadership wisely chose to 
___________ the stridency of their rhetoric. 

A. metamorphose 

B. gild 

C. wane 

D. palliate 

E. succor 

F. extenuate 
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18.  His own writing style was ___________: colorful and tart in its choice of language, willing to 
run risks in its allusions, metaphors, and verbal juxtapositions, prone to irreverent conclusions 
designed to surprise or startle. 

A. effusive 

B. audacious 

C. lyrical 

D. striking 

E. ornate 

F. emotional 

 

19.  Debate rages on between proponents of corporal punishment and the death penalty and their 
detractors, though even the most rabid supporter agrees that punishments must be 
___________ and the justice system even-handed and thorough. 

A. delimited  

B. clement 

C. deserved  

D. tantamount 

E. condign  

F. merciful 

 

20.  In his heyday, Sonny Bono’s role in public was _________: he was an accomplished lyricist, 
a mayoral success story, delegate from Palm Springs, and the husband of an internationally 
acclaimed vocalist. 

A. protean 

B. versatile 

C. pedestrian 

D. prominent 

E. circumscribed 

F. illustrious 
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Sentence Completion Drill 20 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 C 

Q.2 C 

Q.3 A, D 

Q.4 A, E 

Q.5 B, D, H 

Q.6 A, E, G 

Q.7 E, F 

Q.8 D, F 

Q.9 B, D 

Q.10 D, F 

Q.11 C 

Q.12 A 

Q.13 B, D 

Q.14 C, D 

Q.15 B, D, I 

Q.16 A, F, H 

Q.17 D, F 

Q.18 B, D 

Q.19 C, E 

Q.20 A, B 
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Sentence Completion Drill 21 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. She demonstrates a great extent of ___________ in her works, as she has travelled to many 

more countries and places around the world than any of her kindred. 

A. perfidiousness 

B. peregrination 

C. jubilation 

D. sagaciousness 

E. conspicuousness 

 

02.  People who are reluctant to oppose a court nominee straightforwardly on ideological grounds 
often search for any sort of peccadillo to serve as a ___________ their opposition. 

A. mitigation of 

B. violation of 

C. predictor of 

D. reparation for 

E. pretext for 

 

03.  Britain’s Queen Victoria, however (i)___________ she had been at the beginning of her reign, 
was politically much more (ii)___________ by the end of her time on the throne, as she 
resigned herself to the emergence of an increasing powerful electorate that prevented her 
from stubbornly insisting on getting her own way in matters of state. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. naïve D. powerful 

B. personable E. arbitrary 

C. obdurate F. malleable 

 

04.  Earlier discussions with neighbouring countries (i)___________ due to the government’s 
failure to alter policies that those countries find objectionable. Moreover, there is every reason 
to (ii)___________ the success of further talks, since the new government, if anything 
different, is more intransigent. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. commenced D. doubt 

B. advanced E. undermine 

C. foundered F. anticipate 
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05.  To get founding and tenured positions, medical researchers have to get their work published 
in well-regarded journals, where rejection can climb above 90 percent. Not surprisingly, the 
studies that tend to make the grade are those that make (i)___________ claims. But while 
coming up with such (ii)___________ claims is relatively easy, getting the data to bear them 
out is another matter. When studied rigorously, the great majority of these claims  
(iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. well-supported D. practical G. yield contradictory evidence 

B. eye-catching E. orthodox H. require extensive analysis 

C. small-scale F. striking I. support conventional beliefs 

 

06.  As the study of the foundation of western Shanghai reveals, there was a sense of elegance 
in the refined, simple lines that characterized the entire row, bereft of the exuberant, emphatic, 
assertive, ornament that constituted the latest British architectural fashion, which expressed 
its detestation of Palladianism and Neoclassicism – London’s Regent Street then being 
regarded as abhorrent – calling it the product of a (i)___________ “shopocracy”. The 
(ii)___________ of Western architectural taste – oscillating between simplicity and 
ornamental (iii)___________ – must have bemused Chinese observers who had long 
accepted that both approaches were valid and could co-exist. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. superficial D. impermanence G. profundity 

B. quintessential E. eternality H. modesty 

C. disdained F. subtlety I. exuberance 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  Church, Nussbaum, Waldman, and Wills have written very different books – Nassbaum and 
Wills range both farther and deeper – but each one of the four strives for ___________, 
wanting to save us from the errors of partisans and zealots. 

A. concision 

B. even-handedness 

C. frankness 

D. trustworthiness 

E. succinctness 

F. impartiality 
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08.  Given that the department director was such a feeble contributor, sitting silently at important 
policy meetings and usually deferring to low-level aides, it was surprising that he had such a 
reputation for ___________. 

A. perspicacity  

B. magnanimity 

C. impartiality 

D. discernment  

E. benevolence 

F. detachment 

 

09.  Between the late 1800s and early 1900s, various institutional structures emerged that set 
researchers in scientific fields apart as a professional class and moderated disputes by 
___________ some kinds of knowledge as real science. 

A. differing 

B. mischaracterizing 

C. sanctioning  

D. censuring 

E. endorsing  

F. reprehending  

 

10.  Baker was struck by the amount of ___________ she saw at the renowned medical facility; 
for all their experience, the physicians could not seem to agree on the correct diagnosis for 
any given patient. 

A. discordance 

B. contention 

C. quackery 

D. nepotism 

E. indecision 

F. cronyism 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Although Emily Bronte is impassioned about gender equality, she is anything but 

___________ to endorse more privileges endowed to women. 

A. zealous 

B. apathetic 

C. abhorrent 

D. stubborn 

E. lethargic 

 
12.  By deliberately dripping paint on their canvases, expressionists affirmed that paint is not 

___________ entity, something merely to be moved where the artist please, but rather a 
material possessing a fluid energy that the painter attempts to control. 

A. an immutable 

B. an expressive 

C. a vital 

D. a passive 

E. a kinetic 

 
13.  As cheaper imports drove most California potteries out of business during the 1950s, one 

company (i)___________. The substantial size and weight of the specialized products 
produced by Architectural Pottery helped (ii)___________ the company, because it was 
uneconomical for foreign companies to ship similarly large objects to California. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. stagnated D. transform 

B. diversified E. insulate 

C. flourished F. finance 

 
14.  Reviews written by music critic and composer Stephenson were hardly (i)___________: 

musicians who performed his music could count on sympathetic coverage, while those who 
ignored him were held to (ii)___________ standards. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. disinterested D. exacting 

B. lucid E. minimal 

C. conventional F. accepted 
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15.  During the Harlem Renaissance, Alain Locke (i)___________ the first flourishing of a self-
consciously racial art movement in America and was widely credited with providing the 
philosophical basis for its emergence. His importance as a critic of African American art and 
as an art theorist is (ii)___________ if controversial, yet he has received (iii)___________ 
attention for his unique insight into the broad forces that shaped American modernism and 
cultural nationalism in the visual arts. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. forestalled D. undisputed G. undeserved 

B. presided over E. misleading H. meticulous 

C. seethed over F. questionable I. insufficient 

 

16.  Vaccine denial has all the hallmarks of a belief system that is not (i)___________. The notion 
that childhood vaccines are driving autism rates has been (ii)___________ by multiple 
epidemiological studies. Yet the true believers are (iii)___________, critiquing each new 
study that challenges their views, and rallying to the defence of disgraced researchers whose 
work was retracted. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. amenable to refutation D. resuscitated G. indignant 

B. susceptible to fashion E. documented H. persistent 

C. open to criticism F. upended I. phlegmatic 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Price knew about how to do people favours, sometimes just from kindness, but often out of 

___________. 

A. self-interest 

B. benevolence 

C. magnanimity 

D. opportunism 

E. disinterest 

F. mercy 
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18.  Caricature can be revealing as well as amusing, and Ager’s novel is both: Ager’s delineation 
of class, ethnic, and generational struggle is exaggerated for comical effect, but it 
___________ nonetheless. 

A. resonates 

B. entertains 

C. diverts 

D. confuses 

E. rings true 

F. falls short 

 

19.  Although the claim that no one knows what dark matter is remains ___________, some 
scientists dispute the parallel assertion that dark matter has not been detected. 

A. contentious 

B. sound 

C. questionable 

D. unassailable 

E. unverifiable 

F. prominent 

 

20.  The book captures the ___________ of several politicians who spoke publicly of old-time 
virtues in order to mask private vices. 

A. probity 

B. dissemblance 

C. opportunism 

D. rectitude 

E. ingenuousness 

F. duplicity 
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Sentence Completion Drill 21 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B 

Q.2 E 

Q.3 C, F 

Q.4 C, D 

Q.5 B, F, G 

Q.6 C, D, I 

Q.7 B, F 

Q.8 A, D 

Q.9 C, E 

Q.10 A, B 

Q.11 A 

Q.12 D 

Q.13 C, E 

Q.14 A, D 

Q.15 B, D, I 

Q.16 A, F, H 

Q.17 A, D 

Q.18 A, E 

Q.19 B, D 

Q.20 B, F 
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Sentence Completion Drill 22 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. The threat of litigation makes the art authentication industry ___________ realm: 

connoisseurs refuse to communicate in writing and confidential agreements bind 
authenticators to silence. 

A. an opportunistic 

B. a clandestine 

C. a moralizing 

D. a xenophobic 

E. an anarchistic 

 

02.  Some of the areas of research covered in the collection have already attracted substantial 
scholarly interest, while others are more ___________, hence requiring pioneering effort to 
map the territory and suggest productive avenues of inquiry. 

A. intricate 

B. pristine 

C. parochial 

D. heterogeneous 

E. onerous 

 

03.  Since he had demonstrated (i)___________ talent as an amateur, several of his 
acquaintances (ii)___________ a career on the stage, but he followed his parents’ wishes, 
becoming an engineer. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. an innocuous D. aided him in pursuing 

B. an unremarkable E. badgered him to pursue 

C. the requisite F. swayed him into pursuing 

 

04.  In the past, the discussion of artificial light had been (i)___________. When electrification 
spread, the talk of artificial light became (ii)___________, perhaps because the material was 
more familiar. Distance lends enchantment. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. engaging D. nugatory 

B. momentous E. repetitious 

C. dormant F. dull 
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05.  Saul’s particular combination of intellectuality and vitality was not paradoxical; it was 
category-shattering. (i)___________ was, in a way, his very theme. Was ever a bookish soul 
so cracklingly unmediated, so (ii)___________ raw life? He was as vivid physically as he was 
mentally, almost perversely alert, completely at home in the world of matter, repulsed by  
(iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. energy D. put off by G. seriousness 

B. nostalgia E. flush with H. sensuality 

C. solitude F. uninterested in I. tedium 

 

06.  The difficulty for nineteenth-century advocates of the claim that forests helped regulate 
climate was that their argument (i)___________ historical anecdote and observations. 
Proving the forest-climate link through verifiable and experimental scientific means rather 
than observation was (ii)___________ for these individuals, a situation that eventually led to 
the link (iii)___________ justifications for forest conservation. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. lacked D. problematic G. being revived in 

B. discounted E. unnecessary H. dropping out of 

C. employed F. straightforward I. losing out to 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  Even though the man was reserved in his speech, he thoroughly understood his mother, 
which made him far from ___________ as people usually thought. 

A. comprehensive 

B. ingenuous 

C. sophisticated 

D. foolish 

E. simple 

F. sententious 
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08.  Mark Messina’s book “The Simple Soybean and Your Health” exudes recognition much less 
unrestrained in the description of the soy's medical efficiency than its versatility, but the author 
cautions against soy to be a ___________. 

A. cure-all 

B. solitude 

C. efficacy 

D. effectuality 

E. panacea 

F. placebo 

 

09.  Three of the nation’s largest airlines could be operating under bankruptcy protection in 
coming weeks, analysts say, the latest sign of the industry’s ___________ as it lurches 
through a historic transformation. 

A. exorbitance 

B. upheaval  

C. affluence 

D. peril 

E. opulence  

F. convulsion  

 

10.  Agencies responsible for protecting natural resources too often issue permits allowing 
exploitation of those resources, a process that remains ___________ given that agencies 
have become experts at masking their decisions in the scientific terms. 

A. controversial 

B. exacting 

C. obscure 

D. opaque  

E. onerous  

F. misleading 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Social tensions among adult factions can be (i)__________ by politics, but adolescents and 

children have no such (ii)_________ for resolving their conflict with the exclusive world of 
adults. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. frustrated D. justification 

B. adjusted E. opportunity  

C. revealed F. mechanism 

 

12.  To have true disciples, a thinker must not be too (i)___________: any effective intellectual 
leader depends on the ability of other people to (ii)___________ thought processes that did 
not originate with them. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. self-confident D. re-enact 

B. methodical E. interpret 

C. idiosyncratic F. revitalize 

 

13.  The architects of New York's early skyscrapers – hinting here at a twelfth-century cathedral, 
there at a fifteenth-century palace – sought to legitimize the city's social strivings by 
(i)___________ a history the city did not truly (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. evoking  D. deserve 

B. preserving E. possess 

C. revealing  F. experience 

 

14.  The guilty-pleasure of the play lies in its invitation for us to identify with its characters – 
attractive, articulate young women and young men (i)___________ behavior that, from the 
outside, may look more than a little (ii)___________: though the actions are initially 
repugnant, we cannot help but share the point of the view of the characters committing them. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. lament D. trivial 

B. execrate E. altruistic 

C. rationalize F. monstrous 
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15.  Methods were developed to remove distortions caused by either the research environment 
or the researcher. Such methods, especially with respect to the researcher, were considered 
to (i)___________ those (ii)___________ subjectivity whose unbridled expression was 
thought to otherwise (iii)___________ research. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. restrain D. incursions of G. corrupt 

B. reveal E. efficacy of H. obviate 

C. supersede F. restrictions on I. facilitate 

 

16.  People accustomed to thinking that the human lifespan (i)___________ the outer bounds of 
animal longevity tend to dismiss tales of musket balls being found in the shells of living turtles. 
Samantha Romney, however, argues that while such stories may be (ii)___________, some 
turtles do indeed exhibit a phenomenon known as “negligible (iii)___________,” showing no 
signs of aging even as they pass the two-century mark. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. belies D. apocryphal G. rejuvenation 

B. demarcates E. authentic H. superannuation 

C. antedates F. heresy I. senescence 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  The recent exhibition on Dadaism is nothing if not ___________, for the visual arts are 

currently awash in Dadaist gestures and gambits of one variety or another. 

A. sensational 

B. timely 

C. daunting 

D. ill-advised 

E. opportune 

F. misguided 
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18.  Ascorbate readily oxidizes in aerated aqueous solutions, and the PH of such solutions, in 
part, ___________ the rate of oxidation, since the higher the PH, the greater the rate of 
oxidation. 

A. determines 

B. accelerates 

C. consolidates 

D. governs 

E. compounds 

F. stabilizes 

 

19.  Consuming 25 to 35 percent of their body weight each day, sea otters are not only 
___________ but highly specialized eaters, organizing themselves into groups that zero in 
on specific kinds of prey. 

A. prodigious 

B. undiscriminating 

C. fastidious 

D. picky 

E. voracious 

F. omnivorous 

 

20.  Du Bois' foreign trips were the highlight, not the ___________, of his travels; he was 
habitually on the go across and around the United States. 

A. idiosyncrasy 

B. result  

C. precursor 

D. culmination 

E. totality 

F. sum 
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Sentence Completion Drill 22 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B 

Q.2 B 

Q.3 C, E 

Q.4 A, F 

Q.5 A, E, I 

Q.6 C, D, H 

Q.7 D, E 

Q.8 A, E 

Q.9 B, F 

Q.10 C, D 

Q.11 B, F 

Q.12 C, D 

Q.13 A, E 

Q.14 C, F 

Q.15 A, D, G 

Q.16 B, D, I 

Q.17 B, E 

Q.18 A, D 

Q.19 A, E 

Q.20 E, F 
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Sentence Completion Drill 23 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Actual events in the history of life on Earth are accidental in that any outcome embodies just 

one (i)___________ among millions; yet each outcome can be (ii)___________ Interpreted. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. coincidence D. randomly 

B. possibility E. predictably 

C. fact F. rationally 

 

02.  Although some of her fellow scientists (i)___________ the unorthodox laboratory 
methodology that others found innovative, unanimous praise greeted her experimental 
results: at once pioneering and (ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. ignored D. untrustworthy 

B. complimented E. unexceptionable 

C. decried F. inconclusive 

 

03.  Eric was frustrated because, although he was adept at making lies sound (i)___________, 
when telling the truth, he (ii)___________ the power to make himself believed. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. plausible D. lacked 

B. true E. held 

C. honest F. found 

 

04.  Just as large manufacturing companies with dominant positions in large domestic markets 
were once able to resist (i)___________ despite ample signs that foreign competition was 
rapidly overtaking them, strong and wealthy states can (ii)___________ and still manage to 
limp along for many years. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. innovation D. exploit vulnerable markets 

B. temptation E. dominate international affairs 

C. inertia F. maintain misguided policies 

 

  



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 23  171 
 

05.  For a time in the early Middle Ages, Latin culture came close to (i)___________: the witness 
to that is the (ii)___________ of manuscript copies of texts datable to the period. The process 
of copying manuscripts, the only way in which the fragile products of centuries of 
accumulating knowledge could be preserved, (iii) ___________, a situation that did not 
change for two and a half centuries, until the time of Charlemagne. In the intervening period, 
much of Classical literature was lost to use forever. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. reversing D. paucity G. was pursued methodically 

B. exploding E. provenance H. expressed the spirit of the time 

C. vanishing F. proliferation I. virtually came to a standstill 

 

06.  Barker’s account of how mores have evolved over time is illuminating. It reveals as  
(i)___________ and (ii)___________ some values that have often been regarded as  
(iii)___________, while uncovering other values that do indeed seem to be universal. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. transient D. transcendent G. liberating 

B. instinctive E. relative H. nonnegotiable 

C. resilient F. enduring I. antiquated 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  The current ___________ of repackaged music under Miles Davis’ name might prompt any 
reasonable person to conclude that the recording vault has been plundered bare. 

A. glut 

B. revival 

C. hodgepodge 

D. surfeit 

E. modicum 

F. dearth 
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08.  People enjoy listening to the governor’s inspiring speeches, and his eloquence lulls his 
adversaries into underestimating his ___________, the tempered steel beneath the sleek 
suits. 

A. tenacity 

B. resolve 

C. resourcefulness 

D. kindness 

E. compassion 

F. frankness 

 

09.  Ancient cave painters explored every surface, and although they bypassed certain walls that 
to us seem just as suitable for decoration as ones they chose, the placement of the art 
apparently wasn’t ___________. 

A. inconsequential 

B. capricious 

C. strenuous 

D. undisclosed 

E. arduous 

F. impulsive 

 

10.  Although many skeptics of the scientific theory ___________ critiques that have long since 
been disproved, some of the doubters arguably bring up valid points. 

A. overlook 

B. revise 

C. recycle 

D. utilize 

E. neglect 

F. rehash 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  The techniques now available to livestock breeders will continue to be (i)___________, but 

will probably be (ii)___________ by new ones under development. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. fruitful D. supplemented 

B. refined E. upgraded 

C. used F. reassessed 

 

12.  Any population increase beyond a certain level necessitates greater (i)___________ 
vegetable foods; thus, the ability of a society to choose meat over cereals always arises, in 
part, from (ii)___________ the number of people. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. spending on D. estimating 

B. attention to E. limiting 

C. recourse to F. concealing 

 

13.  Ethologists are convinced that many animals survive through learning – but learning that is 
(i)___________ their genetic programming, learning as thoroughly (ii) ___________ as the 
most instinctive of behavioral responses. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. dictated by D. primitive 

B. compatible with E. inventive 

C. derived from F. stereotyped 

 

14.  Regardless of the putative decline of (i)___________ in contemporary culture, such  
(ii) ___________ remains essential to civil discourse. It allows people to avoid embarrassing 
or maligning an adversary, and it serves as a form of irony that draws attention to a problem 
that can scarcely be exaggerated. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. understatement D. inventiveness 

B. originality E. objectivity 

C. partisanship F. restraint 
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15.  Much of the newspapers’ readership found it hard to (i)___________ the allegations of 
venality laid against the superintendent, since these readers were still (ii)___________ the 
superintendents reputation for (iii)___________. The superintendents subsequent vindication 
will have come as no surprise to them. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. ignore D. swayed by G. grouchiness 

B. credit E. unaware of H. probity 

C. dismiss F. learning about I. creativity 

 

16.  Persian prose writers from the second half of the twelfth century onward were 
characteristically (i)___________ the literary form of their works, a fact that some scholars 
have perceived as a derogation of those works’ content. It may be better interpreted as  
(ii)___________ the development of an awareness of authorship, for the awareness of 
authorship (iii)___________ the awareness of form. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. ambivalent about D. a retreat from G. evolves through 

B. indifferent to E. an indication of H. extends beyond 

C. preoccupied with F. a justification for I. holds back 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Although the employees’ union and company management, entering into contract 

negotiations, both issued statements encouraging ___________, acrimony between the two 
sides continued unabated. 

A. pertinacity 

B. compromise 

C. patience 

D. civility 

E. comity 

F. steadfastness 
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18.  As a way of ___________ the negative impacts of overdependence on a single export product 
– crude oil, the Nigerian government passed legislation in 1999 intended to revitalize the 
moribund solid minerals sector. 

A. assuming 

B. checking 

C. disguising 

D. stemming 

E. downplaying 

F. shouldering 

 

19.  Always circumspect, she was reluctant to make judgments, but once arriving at a conclusion, 
she was ___________ in its defence. 

A. nonplussed 

B. obsequious 

C. intransigent 

D. deferential 

E. negligent 

F. obdurate 

 

20.  Early critics of Emily Dickinson's poetry mistook for simpleminded ness the surface of 
artlessness that in fact she constructed with such ___________. 

A. artfulness 

B. vexation 

C. allusion 

D. innocence 

E. cunning 

F. astonishment 
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Sentence Completion Drill 23 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B, F 

Q.2 C, E 

Q.3 A, D 

Q.4 A, F 

Q.5 C, D, I 

Q.6 C, F, I 

Q.7 A, D 

Q.8 A, B 

Q.9 B, F 

Q.10 C, F 

Q.11 C, D 

Q.12 C, E 

Q.13 A, F 

Q.14 A, F 

Q.15 B, D, H 

Q.16 C, E, G 

Q.17 D, E 

Q.18 B, D 

Q.19 C, F 

Q.20 A, E 
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Sentence Completion Drill 24 
 
For Question Numbers 01 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
01. Given the many thematic strands that the book seeks to draw together into a continuous cord 

of narrative, it is perforce work of ___________, which is not to say that the author’s research 
fails to provide sufficient detail about each of his chosen themes. 

A. synthesis 

B. conjecture 

C. analysis 

D. reconstruction 

E. accretion 

 

02.  For many in the room, the idea of coming to the assistance of a rival was more than 
unpleasant: it was ___________. 

A. unpropitious 

B. anomalous 

C. anathematic 

D. redundant 

E. meretricious 

 

03.  That Seiberg and Witten lack celebrity can be explained by the ___________ nature of their 
pursuit: the mathematical exploration of four-dimensional space. 

A. pedestrian 

B. esoteric 

C. compelling 

D. global 

E. unequivocal 

 

04.  In science education, it is important to differentiate between inaccurate ideas that are 
conceptually (i)___________ and understandings that are inaccurate, and yet can  
(ii)___________ learning of more sophisticated understanding. The former are simply wrong, 
the latter can be seen as incomplete, overly simplistic, or tied to only a few limited contexts. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. unproductive D. foster 

B. unproblematic E. delay 

C. distinct F. resemble 
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05.  Many researchers assume that politicians consider the preferences of the entire public, and 
not merely those of likely voters, when making decisions. Yet, since the desire to be reelected 
is central, it is plausible that politicians (i)___________ the opinions of likely voters in 
formulating their positions on issues. It is possible that researchers’ suppositions about policy 
makers’ (ii)___________ aggregate public opinion may serve to (iii)___________ the fact 
that only the preferences of likely voters actually matter. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. rely insufficiently on D. responsiveness G. mask 

B. depart sporadically from E. neglect of H. reflect 

C. attend disproportionately to F. misrepresentation of I. obviate 

 

6.  Observers of modern presidential campaigns who (i)___________ the highly  
(ii)___________ productions that pass for campaigns these days do sometimes find reason 
for hope in the occasional mix-ups that (iii)___________ candidates on the trail despite the 
presence of political strategist’s plotting every event with the tactical precision of military 
commanders. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. relish D. ambitious G. rattle 

B. misinterpret E. chaotic H. bolster 

C. despair over F. choreographed I. legitimate 

 

For Question Numbers 07 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

 

07.  Upon realizing that the indicators of a stressful situation can be extremely ___________, the 
psychologist reconsidered her claim that a reliable way of reducing stress is to recognize 
stressful situations and then avoid them. 

A. acute 

B. exiguous 

C. persistent 

D. overstated 

E. tenuous 

F. unrelenting 
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08.  Estimating demographic parameters in marine mammals is challenging, often requiring many 
years of data to achieve sufficient precision to ___________ biologically meaningful change. 

A. effect 

B. tolerate 

C. discern 

D. envisage 

E. withstand 

F. detect 

 

09.  While it’s hard to know for sure, I suspect that the well-known authority’s silence on this 
contentious topic reflects the cautious ___________ of a sensible scientist confronted with 
mixed data and mountains of speculation. 

A. neutrality 

B. impartiality 

C. optimism 

D. diffidence 

E. commitment 

F. buoyancy 

 

10.  Very few companies take the trouble to discover where the wood in their products originate; 
consumers do not demand this information, and consequently ___________ regarding illicit 
timber has become the norm. 

A. greed 

B. indifference 

C. outrage 

D. timidity 

E. apprehension 

F. apathy 
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For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Many Latin American writers and critics have come to bristle at the very mention of the type 

of fiction termed “magic realism,” but to the common reader the appeal of such fiction is 
___________. 

A. elusive 

B. undiminished 

C. unfathomable 

D. unexpected 

E. derivative 

 

12.  Shirky argues that the Internet (i)___________ the needs for hierarchical structures and the 
sluggish organizations that (ii)___________ them: the Internet makes it possible to do things 
cheaply and efficiently on one’s own. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. delineates D. circumvent 

B. obviates E. perpetuate 

C. redoubles F. undervalue 

 

13.  Not only is the field of behavioral genetics strewn with (i)___________ findings, but even 
among those findings that managed to survive, many have turned out to be (ii)___________ 
a very restricted class of cases. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. convergent D. refuted by 

B. disparate E. germane to 

C. repudiated F. subordinate to 

 

14.  The prime minister’s spokesman faces a difficult task in defending his boss from what he 
sees as the (i)___________ of a decidedly prejudiced press. To make his defense effectively 
he will certainly have to give specific examples of the media coverage he finds so  
(ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. overwrought panegyrics D. objectionable 

B. lowly calumnies E. confusing 

C. justified fulminations F. unexciting 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Drill 24  181 
 

15.  However luminous an insight might seem initially, brilliance is not a reliable predictor of  
(i)___________, and sure enough the history of physical chemistry is replete with theories 
that were as (ii)___________ as any but that (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. popularity D. opaque G. slowly developed 

B. originality E. ingenious H. eventually collapsed 

C. validity F. useful I. ultimately prevailed 

 

16.  Many historians of the ancient world are wary of sounding (i)___________. Write so much as 
a sentence and the temptation is immediately to (ii)___________ it. Even in cases when the 
sources for a given event are (iii)___________, uncertainties and discrepancies crop up 
everywhere. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. fusty D. recapitulate G. consistent 

B. anachronistic E. forswear H. plentiful 

C. dogmatic F. qualify I. biased 

 

For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Governments are often willing to pay the direct costs of preparing for emergencies that may 

never happen: they make room in their budgets to prepare for ___________ but unlikely 
events. 

A. plausible 

B. anticipated 

C. dangerous 

D. conceivable 

E. foreseen 

F. unimaginable 
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18.  Sports stars are often ___________ figures, regarded as representative of the city or country 
for which they compete. 

A. totemic 

B. iconoclastic 

C. protean 

D. idealized 

E. irreverent 

F. emblematic 

 

19.  The life of a secret agent is dangerous enough, but the life of a double agent is infinitely more 
___________: a single slip can send an agent crashing to destruction. 

A. arduous 

B. precarious 

C. clandestine 

D. perilous 

E. covert 

F. exhilarating 

 

20.  The writer’s assignment of the critic includes personal ___________ such as jibes about his 
physical girth and style of delivery, and is not the better for it. 

A. aspersions 

B. commendations 

C. falsehoods 

D. fantasies 

E. whims 

F. slurs 
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Sentence Completion Drill 24 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer 

Q.1 A 

Q.2 C 

Q.3 B 

Q.4 A, D 

Q.5 C, D, G 

Q.6 C, F, G 

Q.7 B, E 

Q.8 C, F 

Q.9 A, B 

Q.10 B, F 

Q.11 B 

Q.12 B, E 

Q.13 C, E 

Q.14 B, D 

Q.15 C, E, H 

Q.16 C, F, H 

Q.17 A, D 

Q.18 A, F 

Q.19 B, D 

Q.20 A, F 
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Sentence Completion Assessment 2 
 
SET ONE 
 
For Question Numbers 1 to 06, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column of 
choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
1.  Though feminist in its implications, Yvonne Rainer's 1974 film ___________ the filmmaker's 

active involvement in feminist politics. 

A. preserved 

B. antedated 

C. encouraged 

D. renewed 

E. portrayed 

 
2.  The sociologist responded to the charge that her new theory was ___________ by pointing out 

that it did not in fact contradict accepted sociological principles. 

A. banal 

B. complex  

C. unproven 

D. heretical  

E. superficial 

 
3.  Borrowing a copyrighted book from a library amounts to a form of theft (i)___________ by 

entrenched custom: the copyright owner’s property, the book, is used repeatedly without 
(ii)___________ for such use. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. perpetrated D. permission 

B. provoked E. compensation  

C. sanctioned F. acknowledgment  

 
4. In the absence of any (i)___________ caused by danger, hardship, or even cultural difference, 

most utopian communities deteriorate into (ii)___________ but enervating backwaters. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. stimulation  D. frantic 

B. mistrust E. naïve 

C. turmoil F. placid 
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5.  While some commentators suggest that abstraction and complexity in scientific research are 
signs that a given direction is misguided, Lisa Randall, a professor of physics at Harvard, 
counters that these qualities instead reflect the success of human ingenuity in (i)___________ the 
increasingly (ii)___________ challenges that nature presents. They can, however, make it more 
(iii)___________ to communicate scientific developments, even to colleague. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. creating D. difficult G. challenging 

B. meeting E. conspicuous H. unproductive 

C. eschewing F. pragmatic I. advantageous 

 
6.  Behavior economists found that the more (i)___________ options listed on the insurance make 

people all the more offish to endorse, partly because they hope to (ii)___________ some 
(iii)___________ in order to get a measure of peace of mind. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. lucrative D. forgo G. convolution 

B. monotonous E. dampen  H. detriment 

C. complicated F. jockey I. benefit 

 
For Question Numbers 7 to 10, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
7.  Communicating articulately is typically regarded as an aggressive, persuasive talent, but it 

can also be protective: it allows a certain ___________ closeness, conveying proximity while 
actually maintaining distance. 

A. feigned 

B. secretive 

C. dubious 

D. subtle 

E. affected 

F. furtive 

 
8.  The Chavez Pass archaeological site was initially interpreted as indicative of a(n) 

___________ society, since it was thought to have been at the center of a cluster of smaller, 

contemporary settlements that it presumably controlled. 

A. expansionist 

B. hierarchical 

C. cosmopolitan 

D. heterogeneous 

E. diverse 

F. stratified 
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9.  While the cost of migrating to more automated piloting and air traffic control systems is 
substantial, the eventual cost savings are large enough that the up-front expenditures are not 
as ___________ as opponents claim. 

A. fiscal 

B. economical 

C. imprudent  

D. massive  

E. prohibitive  

F. gigantic 

 
10.  Architects may be more extroverted and therefore the more ___________ members of a bridge 

design team, but they are not always the most essential. 

A. indispensable 

B. conscientious 

C. reliable 

D. visible 

E. fastidious 

F. salient 
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SET TWO 
 
For Question Numbers 11 to 16, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
11.  Ironically, Carver's precision in sketching lives on the edge of despair – it ensures that his 

stories will some-times be read too narrowly, much as Dickens' social-reformer role once 
caused his broader concerns to be ___________. 

A. ignored 

B. reinforced 

C. contradicted 

D. diminished 

E. diversified 

 
12.  Neuroscientists are excited by technological progress that facilitates brain mapping, the most 

___________ of them comparing their growing abilities to tremendous advances that led to 

unimaginable success of the Human Genome Project. 

A. rigorous 

B. sanguine 

C. punctilious 

D. unorthodox 

E. sophisticated 

 
13.  Some paleontologists debate whether the diversity of species has (i)___________ since the 

Cambrian period, or whether imperfections in the fossil record only suggest greater diversity 
today, while in actuality there has been either (ii)___________ or decreased diversity. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. improved D. reduction 

B. increased E. stasis 

C. expanded F. discontinuity 

 
14.  The chances that a species will (i)___________ are reduced if any vital function is restricted 

to a single kind of organ; (ii)___________ by itself possesses an enormous survival 
advantage. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. disappear D. redundancy  

B. flourish E. complexity 

C. persist F. variety 
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15.  For many years, Americans have had a love affair with ferryboats. Ferries are said to relieve 
our frayed nerves after we’ve stewed in bumper-to-bumper traffic, and conventional wisdom 
also says ferries (i)___________ congestion and air pollution by getting us out of cars. 
Unfortunately, this (ii)___________ notion recently has (iii)___________ several West Coast 
mayors, who have in consequence eagerly pursued the implementation of ferry service in 
their cities. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. diminish D. provocative G. outraged 

B. cover up E. cynical H. confused 

C. contribute  F. misguided  I. captivated  

 
16.  The slow pace of job creation was without precedent for the period of recovery from a 

recession, but the conditions that conspired to cause the recession were also (i)___________. 

The stock market declined sharply, and rampant business investment slumped. Then an 
ensuing spate of scandals (ii)___________ public trust in the way companies were run. And 
yet, despite these powerful (iii)___________ to growth, the recession proved surprisingly mild. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. heartening D. weakened G. counterforces 

B. atypical E. illuminated H. stimulants 

C. ambiguous F. consolidated I. concomitants 

 
 
For Question Numbers 17 to 20, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
17.  Because movie studios, under pressure to generate international sales, have favored big-

budget pictures with fantasy plots, the representation of everyday domestic life has largely 
been ___________ other media, such as television and literature. 

A. left to 

B. ceded to 

C. ascribed to 

D. attributed to 

E. substituted for 

F. replaced with 

 
  



      

GRE Sentence Completion Assessment 2  189 
 

18.  In the party that has ruled the country for 25 years continuously, factionalism is not something 
___________. 

A. familiar 

B. obscure 

C. unseemly 

D. appropriate 

E. inappropriate  

F. arcane 

 
19.  Far from being an innocent prank, their action is a/an ___________ attempt to spoil my 

reputation. 

A. malicious 

B. salubrious 

C. ingenuous 

D. ingenious 

E. innocuous 

F. callous 

 
20.  To call the area ___________ was perhaps hyperbolic; while it was quaint and abstracted from 

the modern life of nearby cities, the presence of mining equipment was decidedly imposing. 

A. germane 

B. quiescent 

C. aplomb 

D. bucolic 

E. rancorous 

F. gentrified  
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SET THREE 
 
For Question Numbers 21 to 26, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
21.  Trapped thousands of years ago in Antarctic ice, recently discovered air bubbles are 

___________ time capsules filled with information for scientists who chart the history of the 
atmosphere. 

A. inconsequential 

B. broken 

C. resplendent 

D. veritable 

E. impenetrable 

 
22.  It seems foolish to refuse the offer of an expedient that is both so ___________ success and 

so difficult to create them absent. 

A. reminiscent of 

B. indispensable to  

C. distinct from 

D. lacking in  

E. inimical to 

 
23.  Prudery actually draws attention to the vice it is supposed to (i)___________; the very act that 

forbids speech or prohibits sight (ii)___________ what is hidden. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. repress  D. distorts 

B. monitor E. fosters 

C. condemn F. dramatizes 

 
24.  It was not only the (i)___________ of geologists that (ii)___________ earlier development of the 

revolutionary idea that the Earth's continents were moving plates; classical physicists, who 
could not then explain the mechanism, had declared continental movement impossible. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. indecisiveness D. challenged 

B. radicalism E. hindered  

C. conservatism F. mandated  
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25.  Schechter is atypically (i)___________ the film version of Stephen King’s horror novel ‘The 
Shining’ because the qualities for which the majority of other critics have approved it (its artful 
camera work and so on) get in the way of narrative and render the story less, rather than 
more, (ii)___________ than other films of the same genre. This is not (iii)___________ view, 
and we must be grateful to Schechter for putting it forward. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. unimpressed with D. heartbreaking G. a commonplace 

B. confused by E. comical  H. a superior 

C. enamored of  F. terrifying I. an unfamiliar 

 
26.  Inuit print making is less (i)___________ than carving in that it does not have substantial 

historical precedents, although there are (ii)___________ incised carvings on bone or antler, 

facial tattoo marks or inlay skin work on clothing, mitts and footwear. Carving materials such 
as stone, bone, antler, wood, and ivory were (iii)___________, but paper and drawing tools 
were unknown until introduced by early explorers and missionaries. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. prestigious D. affinities with G. virtually interchangeable 

B. traditional  E. objections to  H. rarely used 

C. anomalous F. regulations about I. available locally 

 
For Question Numbers 27 to 30, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 

27.  The training is highly specific and those who receive it have neither the capacity nor the 
___________ to quit. 

A. inducement 

B. impiety 

C. incapability 

D. incentive 

E. incertitude 

F. sacrilege 

 
28.  He cannot be facing an easy future as the country’s next leader and there is nothing to show 

yet that he will be drawing on secret reserves of ___________. 

A. leadership 

B. oratory 

C. vigor 

D. charisma 

E. resolve 

F. dynamism 



      

GRE Sentence Completion Assessment 2  192 
 

 29.  Citing the corruption and intrigue that pervaded politics in the city, my colleague ___________ 

the newspaper’s trove of journalism prizes, declaring that finding great stories in the city must 
be effortless. 

A. slighted 

B. ignored 

C. lauded 

D. disparaged 

E. confounded 

F. commended 

 
30.  When studying the ancient Greek astronomers, Copernicus realized that despite the intrinsic 

beauty of many of their arguments, the ancients often made claims that ___________ logic. 

A. refuted 

B. defied  

C. influenced 

D. swayed 

E. questioned  

F. disregarded 
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SET FOUR 
 
For Question Numbers 31 to 36, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
31.  Although often extremely critical of the medical profession as a whole, people are rarely 

willing to treat their personal doctors with equal ___________. 

A. impetuosity  

B. sarcasm 

C. mockery 

D. condescension 

E. contempt 

 
32.  Regardless of what ___________ theories of politics may propound, there is nothing that 

requires daily politics to be clear, thorough, and consistent – nothing, that is, that requires 
reality to conform to theory. 

A. vague 

B. assertive 

C. tidy 

D. vicious 

E. casual 

 
33.  A (i)___________ acceptance of contemporary forms of social behavior has misled a few into 

believing that values in conflict with the present age are for all practical purposes 
(ii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. superficial D. redundant 

B. complacent E. redemptive 

C. plaintive F. superseded 

 
34.  New research on technology and public policy focuses on how seemingly (i)___________ 

design features, generally overlooked in most analyses of public works projects or industrial 
machinery, actually (ii)___________ social choices of profound significance. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. insignificant D. mask 

B. ingenious E. hasten 

C. innovative F. represent 
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35.  The research on otters’ environmental requirements is surprisingly (i)___________. One 
reason for this has to do with the estimation of how much they use different areas. Doing so 
may be (ii)___________ in some kinds of terrain, such as Shetland where the Eurasian otters 
are active in daytime and have clear individual markings. There it is possible to identify the 
individuals over stretches of coast of a few kilometers and to see what kinds of coast they 
use. However, the field conditions are (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. straightforward D. quite problematic G. routine 

B. controversial E. relatively simple  H. deceptive 

C. difficult  F. largely unnecessary I. exceptional 

 
36.  In this single volume, Kenny aims to survey for the general reader all of ancient philosophy; 

understandably, space in such a book is (i)___________, and he is not to be faulted for minor 
omissions. However, Kenny would have added significantly to his book’s value had he more 
effectively (ii)___________ the influence of ancient philosophy on the subsequent tradition. As 
it is, newcomers to the subject will have little (iii)___________ the afterlife enjoyed by ancient 

philosophy in the period 1600-1750. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. at a premium D. overlooked G. sense of 

B. hard to fill E. prevented  H. devotion to 

C. taken for granted  F. signaled  I. aversion to 

 
 
For Question Numbers 37 to 40, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
37.  Because of her age and customary good nature, our family tries to handle grandma’s 

occasional ___________ with tact and humor.  

A. illness 

B. idiosyncrasies 

C. nastiness 

D. ideas 

E. ailments 

F. peculiarities 
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38.  Psychologists agree that human beings have a strong need to ___________ their time; having 
too much idle time can be as stressful as having none at all.  

A. utilise 

B. while away 

C. structure 

D. remand 

E. construct 

F. punctuate  

 
39.  Some of Dr. Seuss’s most famous characters had ___________ meanings that would be lost 

on his young readers until adulthood; the title character in Yertle the Turtle, for instance, was 
based on Hitler, and the imperiled Who people in Horton Hears a Who represented the 
citizens of post-World War II Japan. 

A. oblique  

B. manifest 

C. banal 

D. allusive  

E. nascent  

F. lucid  

 
 40.  The other students in the dining hall quickly learned to avoid any table where Fred was sitting 

because he constantly interjected ___________ remarks into every conversation going on 

nearby. 

A. puerile  

B. crude 

C. limpid 

D. inimical  

E. jejune 

F. insidious 
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SET FIVE 
 
For Question Numbers 41 to 46, select one entry per blank from the corresponding column 
of choices. Fill all blanks in the way that best completes the text. 
 
41.  Even those who disagreed with Carmen's views rarely faulted her for expressing them, for 

the positions she took were as ___________ as they were controversial. 

A. complicated 

B. political 

C. thoughtful 

D. commonplace 

E. subjective 

 
42.  Paradoxically, Robinson's excessive denials of the worth of early works of science fiction 

suggest that she has become quite ___________ them. 

A. reflective about 

B. encouraged by 

C. skeptical about 

D. enamored of 

E. obsessed with 

 
43.  Liberty is not easy, but far better to be an (i)___________ fox, hungry and threatened on its 

hill, than a (ii)___________ canary, safe and secure in its cage. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. unfriendly D. fragile 

B. unfettered E. well-fed 

C. imperious F. lethargic 

 
44.  Johnson never (i)___________ to ignore the standards of decent conduct mandated by 

company policy if (ii)___________ compliance with instructions from his superiors enabled him 

to do so, whatever the effects on his subordinates. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) 

A. scrupled D. tacit 

B. deigned E. half-hearted 

C. intended F. literal 
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45.  The 1966 opening of the relatively expansive Grace Memorial Bridge signaled a 
(i)___________ improvement in highway safety in the low country of South Carolina; the old 
bridge had been (ii)___________ narrow, creating a (iii)___________ driving experience for 
traders and tourists alike. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. meagre D. shockingly G. malodorous 

B. prodigious  E. casually H. cantankerous 

C. subsequent F. precariously I. perilous 

 
46.  Humans have a natural affinity for alpine tigers; in both their habits and their personalities, 

they remind us of the essential humanity of non-human creatures. Alpine tigers, like most 
humans, are (i)___________, conducting most of their activities during the day. Their 
(ii)___________ behavior and desire for company shows us that humans are not the only 
species that values (iii)___________. 

Blank (i) Blank (ii) Blank (iii) 

A. quotidian D. collaborative G. litheness 

B. circadian E. gregarious H. camaraderie 

C. diurnal F. egregious I. society 

 
For Question Numbers 47 to 50, select the two answer choices that, when used to complete 
the sentence, fit the meaning of the sentence as a whole and produce completed sentences 
that are alike in meaning. 
 
47.  Icons would be well-advised to write their own memoirs; there are too many ___________ 

writers out there who forego accuracy to pander to the preconceptions of the market. 

A. creative 

B. lackluster 

C. hackneyed 

D. sycophantic 

E. fawning 

F. best-selling 

 
48.  The preening emperor loved to display sartorial splendor, and regularly gave great attention 

to the detail of his ___________. 

A. panegyric 

B. raiment 

C. fetes 

D. soirees 

E. oratory 

F. caparison 
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49.  Spurious elements were most certainly added to the writings of the alchemists, and that 
compounded the difficulty of deciphering the genuine from the ___________ in an already 
disconcerting amalgam of fact and allegory.  

A. apocryphal  

B. artificial 

C. mythical  

D. residual  

E. ethereal 

F. metaphorical 

 
50.  Chemical fingerprints of space debris that has impacted the moon are similar to those found 

in meteorites that have struck the earth, proving that lunar and ___________ impacts are 
derived from analogous sources.  

A. intergalactic 

B. extraordinary 

C. terrestrial 

D. interstellar 

E. earthly 

F. common 
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Sentence Completion Assessment 2 – Answer Key 
 

Q. No Answer Q. No Answer 

Q.1 B Q.26 B, D, I 

Q.2 D Q.27 A, D 

Q.3 C, E Q.28 C, F 

Q.4 A, F Q.29 A, D, 

Q.5 B, D, G Q.30 B, F 

Q.6 C, D, I Q.31 E 

Q.7 A, E Q.32 C 

Q.8 B, F Q.33 B, F 

Q.9 C, E Q.34 A, D 

Q.10 D, F Q.35 C, E, I 

Q.11 A Q.36 A, F, G 

Q.12 B Q.37 B, F 

Q.13 B, E Q.38 C, E 

Q.14 C, D Q.39 A, D 

Q.15 A, F, I Q.40 A, E 

Q.16 B, D, G Q.41 C 

Q.17 A, B Q.42 D 

Q.18 C, E Q.43 B, E 

Q.19 A, F Q.44 A, F 

Q.20 B, D Q.45 B, F, I 

Q.21 D Q.46 C, E, H 

Q.22 B Q.47 D, E 

Q.23 A, F Q.48 B, F 

Q.24 C, E Q.49 A, C 

Q.25 A, F, G Q.50 C, E 
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  Reading Comprehension Drill 1 
 
PASSAGE 1 

Dan Flavin’s alternate diagonals of March 2, 1964 (to Don Judd), an 8-foot-long diagonal beam of 

light set at a 45-degree angle, is a colorful sculpture of light that is visually arresting, even from 

across the room. As one approaches the work, it is difficult not to become almost blinded by the 

intensity of the light and the vivacity of the colors. Though it may strike one as garish on first glance, 

a more lengthy perusal reveals a delicate interplay between the red and yellow beams, giving the 

work a visual richness. 

Alternate diagonals was made by Flavin in response to one of his own previous works, the diagonal 

of May 25, 1963 (to Constantin Brancusi). His first piece composed solely of light, the diagonal of 

May 25, 1963 was also an 8-foot-long fluorescent light sculpture (though Flavin never liked to call 

them sculptures— he referred to them as “situations”) hung at a 45-degree angle, and also included 

a yellow fluorescent light tube. Alternate diagonals seems almost more of an evolution of the former 

work than a response to it, but regardless of the exact nature of the intended interplay between the 

two, it is important to frame alternate diagonals as a companion work. 

Alternate diagonals known as ready-made, a work of art composed entirely of objects that anyone 

could find and put together as the artist has. This is precisely what is so intriguing about the work— 

it toys with the boundaries of what we can define as a ready-made in contemporary art and, perhaps, 

within the field of art production itself. It forces a spectrum to be employed instead of a black-and-

white categorization of the ready-made— a spectrum stretching between the “pure” ready-made 

(any work that essentially could be transferred straight from anyone’s garage to a gallery, such as 

Duchamp’s Bottle Rack), all the way to a contemporary two-dimensional work where the artist’s 

canvas and paints were purchased from an art supply store in an infinitely more manipulated but 

still semi-“ ready-made” fashion. Flavin’s piece, it seems, is situated somewhere in the center of 

such a spectrum, and raises the question of where the “ready” ends and the “made” begins. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.01 The main point of the passage is to 

(A) assert the superiority of ready-made art 

(B) decry the broadening of the definition of art 

(C) discuss a work in context and its effect on the discipline 

(D) explain the relationship between two works of art 

(E) praise an artist and his creations 

 

Q.02 According to the passage, both “diagonal” works could best be described as 

(A) using red and yellow light 

(B) initially striking the viewer as garish 

(C) toying with boundaries of art 

(D) running through the plane at a particular slope 

(E) identical in concept 



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 1  201 
 

 

Q.03 The author’s tone could best be described as 

(A) admiring and supportive 

(B) enthusiastic and fawning 

(C) respectful and distant 

(D) obligatory and unenthused 

(E) erudite and objective 

 

Q.04 The passage implies which of the following? 

(A) Conventional two-dimensional work is a thing of the past. 

(B) Flavin is one of the most important artists of his time. 

(C) Bottle Rack has very little artistic manipulation. 

(D) Flavin disliked the word “sculpture” because of the Renaissance. 

(E) The best art work is in the center of the artistic spectrum of art production. 
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PASSAGE 2 

This passage is adapted from material published in 2001. 

Frederick Douglass was unquestionably the most famous African American of the nineteenth 

century; indeed, when he died in 1895 he was among the most distinguished public figures in the 

United States. In his study of Douglass’ career as a major figure in the movement to abolish slavery 

and as a spokesman for Black rights, Waldo Martin has provoked controversy by contending that 

Douglass also deserves a prominent place in the intellectual history of the United States because 

he exemplified so many strands of nineteenth-century thought: romanticism, idealism, individualism, 

liberal humanism, and an unshakable belief in progress. But this very argument provides 

ammunition for those who claim that most of Douglass’ ideas, being so representative of their time, 

are now obsolete. Douglass’ vision of the future as a melting pot in which all racial and ethnic 

differences would dissolve into “a composite American nationality” appears from the pluralist 

perspective of many present-day intellectuals to be not only utopian but even wrongheaded. Yet 

there is a central aspect of Douglass’ thought that seems not in the least bit dated or irrelevant to 

current concerns. He has no rival in the history of the nineteenth-century United States as an 

insistent and effective critic of the doctrine of innate racial inequality. He not only attacked racist 

ideas in his speeches and writings, but he offered his entire career and all his achievements as living 

proof that racists were wrong in their belief that one race could be inherently superior to another. 

While Martin stresses Douglass’ antiracist egalitarianism, he does not adequately explain how this 

aspect of Douglass’ thought fits in with his espousal of the liberal Victorian attitudes that many 

present-day intellectuals consider to be naïve and outdated. The fact is that Douglass was attracted 

to these democratic-capitalist ideals of his time because they could be used to attack slavery and 

the doctrine of White supremacy. His favorite rhetorical strategy was to expose the hypocrisy of 

those who, while professing adherence to the ideals of democracy and equality of opportunity, 

condoned slavery and racial discrimination. It would have been strange indeed if he had not 

embraced liberal idealism, because it proved its worth for the cause of racial equality during the 

national crisis that eventually resulted in emancipation and citizenship for African Americans. These 

points may seem obvious, but had Martin given them more attention, his analysis might have 

constituted a more convincing rebuttal to those critics who dismiss Douglass’ ideology as a relic of 

the past. If one accepts the proposition that Douglass’ deepest commitment was to Black equality 

and that he used the liberal ideals of his time as weapons in the fight for that cause, then it is hard 

to fault him for seizing the best weapons at hand. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.05 The passage as a whole can best be described as doing which of the following? 

(A) Explaining Douglass’ emergence as a major figure in the movement to abolish slavery 

(B) Tracing the origins of Douglass’ thought in nineteenth-century romanticism, idealism, and 
liberal humanism 

(C) Analyzing Douglass’ speeches and writings from a modern, pluralist perspective 

(D) Criticizing Martin for failing to stress the contradiction between Douglass’ principles and 
the liberal Victorian attitudes of his day 

(E) Formulating a response to those who consider Douglass’ political philosophy to be archaic 
and irrelevant 
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Q.06 It can be inferred that the “present-day intellectuals” believe that 

(A) although Douglass used democratic-capitalist ideas to attack slavery and racial inequality, 
he did not sincerely believe in those ideas 

(B) the view that Douglass was representative of the intellectual trends of his time is obsolete 

(C) Douglass’ opposition to the doctrine of innate racial inequality is irrelevant to current 
concerns 

(D) Douglass’ commitment to Black equality does not adequately account for his naïve 
attachment to quaint liberal Victorian political views 

(E) Douglass’ goal of ultimately doing away with all racial and ethnic differences is neither 
achievable nor desirable 

 

Q.07  According to the passage, Douglass used which of the following as evidence against the 
doctrine of innate racial inequality? 

(A) His own life story 

(B) His vision of a composite American nationality 

(C) The hypocrisy of self-professed liberal idealists 

(D) The inevitability of the emancipation of African Americans 

(E) The fact that most prominent intellectuals advocated the abolition of slavery 

 

Q.08  Each of the following is mentioned in the passage as an element of Douglass’ ideology 
EXCEPT 

(A) idealism 

(B) egalitarianism 

(C) capitalism 

(D) pluralism 

(E) humanism 
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PASSAGE 3 

In John D’Emilio’s essay “Capitalism and Gay Identity,” D’Emilio argues that the emergence of 

industrial capitalism led to new opportunities for “free laborers” in the United States, leading to 

various beneficial changes in social conditions. The overarching themes emerge from D’Emilio’s 

argument about the effects of the onset of industrial capitalism: the new abundance of 

independence, and choice for “free laborers.” He implies throughout that these— independence and 

choice—are the distinct new markers of the social conditions resultant from this economic shift. 

D’Emilio argues that capitalism empowers laborers as “free” in the sense that they are free to look 

for jobs and to negotiate contracts and terms of labor. D’Emilio’s critics suggest that he largely 

sidesteps the problems that confound free labor ideology and limit the ability of workers to openly 

negotiate contracts with employers and to accept or reject the conditions offered. The “contract 

negotiations” cited as a sign of freedom by D’Emilio are often hardly negotiations at all, but rather 

highly exploitative arrangements that workers have little ability to affect. From the first Lowell Girls 

all the way to the modern third world garment workers described by Enloe’s “Blue Jeans and 

Bankers,” it is clear that for many— particularly women, minorities, and immigrants—free labor has 

hardly been free at all. 

Such critics also suggest that D’Emilio misrepresents the historical and continued significance of the 

home. The shift from a home-based to an industrial economy—though indeed very drastic—was 

hardly as absolute as D’Emilio suggests. Indeed, from nannying, to housekeeping, to even the 

“home-based jobs” described in “Blue Jeans and Bankers,” labor is still a very active part of the 

home even today. 

In the essay “The Approaching Obsolescence of Housework: A Working-Class Perspective,” Davis 

spends a great deal of time discussing the continuation of labor in the home in stark contrast to the 

assertions of D’Emilio. Where D’Emilio argues that industrial capitalism equated to freedom from 

the home, Davis argues that it actually equated to thickening the bars that caged housewives to the 

home as productive and reproductive labor split further and more distinctly apart. Davis argues that 

women “were the losers in a double-sense: as their traditional jobs were usurped by the burgeoning 

factories, the entire economy moved away from the home, leaving many women largely bereft of 

significant economic roles.”. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.09 Which of the following statements is the best description of the structure of the passage? 

(A) A theory is described and supported by additional studies. 

(B) A theory and a screed against it are provided. 

(C) A theory is presented, followed by opinions that impugn it. 

(D) A theory is discussed, and its author’s credentials questioned. 

(E) A theory is presented and ridiculed. 
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Q.10 In the second paragraph, the author mentions the Lowell Girls in order to 

(A) illustrate how industrial capitalism eroded women’s economic position 

(B) challenge an assertion about the importance of home-based economies 

(C) rebut the arguments of D’Emilio’s critics 

(D) favorably contrast their position to that of Third World garment workers 

(E) support an assertion that workers’ autonomy is more myth than reality 

 

Q.11 The passage suggests that Davis would be most likely to agree with which of the following? 

(A) Industrial capitalism leads to independence and choice. 

(B) Minorities in particular had little freedom of choice. 

(C) People without economic roles are disadvantaged. 

(D) Home-based jobs still account for a significant percentage of the overall economy. 

(E) Domestic work should be paid. 

 

Q.12 Which of the following would provide the best title for the passage? 

(A) Industrial Capitalism and the Oppression of Labor 

(B) D’Emilio, Enloe, and Davis: A Reconciliation 

(C) A Rejection of D’Emilio’s Account of “Free Labor” 

(D) Women’s Sacrifices for Industrial Capitalism 

(E) Industrial Capitalism and Freedom for All 
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PASSAGE 4 

Among academics involved in the study of Northern Renaissance prints (reproducible graphic 

artworks), an orthodox position can be said to have emerged. This position regards Renaissance 

prints as passive representations of their time—documents that reliably record contemporary 

events, opinions, and beliefs—and therefore as an important means of accessing the popular 

contemporary consciousness. In contrast, pioneering studies such as those by Scribner and Moxey 

take a strikingly different approach, according to which Northern Renaissance prints were 

purposeful, active, and important shaping forces in the communities that produced them. Scribner, 

for example, contends that religious and political prints of the German Reformation (ca. 1517-1555) 

functioned as popular propaganda: tools in a vigorous campaign aimed at altering people's behavior, 

attitudes, and beliefs.  

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.13 The passage suggests that an adherent to the "orthodox position" would agree with which of 
the following statements? 

(A) Northern Renaissance prints should be regarded as passive representations of their time. 

(B) Northern Renaissance prints were part of a campaign aimed at altering contemporary 
thinking. 

(C) Northern Renaissance prints provide reliable records of contemporary events, opinions, 
and beliefs. 

 

Q.14 Replacement of the word "passive" with which of the following words results in the least 
change in meaning for the passage? 

(A) disinterested 

(B) submissive 

(C) flaccid 

(D) supine 

(E) unreceptive 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 1  207 
 

PASSAGE 5 

Historians credit repeated locust invasions in the nineteenth century with reshaping United States 

agriculture west of the Mississippi River. Admonished by government entomologists, farmers began 

to diversify. Wheat had come to nearly monopolize the region, but it was particularly vulnerable to 

the locusts. In 1873, just before the locusts’ most withering offensive, nearly two-thirds of Minnesota 

farmland was producing wheat; by the invasions’ last year, that fraction had dropped to less than 

one-sixth. Farmers learned that peas and beans were far less vulnerable to the insects, and corn 

was a more robust grain than wheat. In addition to planting alternative crops, many farmers turned 

to dairy and beef production. Although pastures were often damaged by the locusts, these lands 

were almost always left in better shape than the crops were.  

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.15 According to the passage, before the recommendations by the government entomologists, 
which of the following was true about farming west of the Mississippi River? 

(A) Farmers focused primarily on growing wheat. 

(B) Peas and beans had not yet been planted in the region. 

(C) A relatively small portion of farmland was devoted to crops other than wheat. 

 

Q.16 In the context in which it appears, “robust” most nearly means 

(A) crude 

(B) demanding 

(C) productive 

(D) vigorous 

(E) rich 
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PASSAGE 6 

While the influence of British magazines in shaping public opinion predates the nineteenth century, 

it was during the 1800s that mass distribution became possible and an explosion in periodical 

readership occurred, vastly increasing magazines' opinion-shaping powers. The role of magazines 

as arbiters of nineteenth-century taste is seen in their depictions of the London theater. The 

magazines accorded some legitimacy to East End working-class theaters that mirrored the format 

of the fashionable West End theaters serving middle- and upper-class audiences. However, the 

magazines also depicted music halls—which competed for patronage with all theaters—as places 

where crass entertainment corrupted spectators' taste and morals. Finally, they suggested that 

popular demand for substandard fare created a market unfriendly to higher expressions of dramatic 

art.  

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.17 The author of the passage attributes the influence of British periodicals in shaping public 
opinion in the nineteenth century in part to 

(A) a growing public interest in reading opinion pieces 

(B) an increase in the relative number of readers from the middle and upper classes 

(C) changes in the way in which magazines were distributed 

(D) magazines' increased coverage of theater and popular entertainment 

(E) changes in magazine format that attracted a wider readership 

 

Q.18 The author of the passage mentions "East End working-class theaters" primarily in order 
to 

(A) illustrate a point about the ability of magazines to sway public opinion 

(B) contrast the kinds of entertainment presented in East End and West End theaters 

(C) make a point about how spectators' tastes influenced the offerings at different kinds of 
theaters 

(D) explain how magazines chose which kinds of entertainment to cover 

(E) identify factors that helped make certain theaters fashionable  
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Reading Comprehension Drill 1 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 C 

Question 02 D 

Question 03 A 

Question 04 C 

Question 05 E 

Question 06 E 

Question 07 A 

Question 08 D 

Question 09 C 

Question 10 E 

Question 11 C 

Question 12 C 

Question 13 A, C 

Question 14 A 

Question 15 A, C 

Question 16 D 

Question 17 C 

Question 18 A 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 2 
 
PASSAGE 1 

Flatfish, such as the flounder, are among the few vertebrates that lack approximate bilateral 

symmetry (symmetry in which structures to the left and right of the body's midline are mirror images). 

Most striking among the many asymmetries evident in an adult flatfish is eye placement: before 

maturity one eye migrates, so that in an adult flatfish both eyes are on the same side of the head. 

While in most species with asymmetries virtually all adults share the same asymmetry, members of 

the starry flounder species can be either left-eyed (both eyes on the left side of head) or right-eyed. 

In the waters between the United States and Japan, the starry flounder populations vary from about 

50 percent left-eyed off the United States West Coast, through about 70 percent left-eyed halfway 

between the United States and Japan, to nearly 100 percent left-eyed off the Japanese coast.  

Biologists call this kind of gradual variation over a certain geographic range a "cline" and interpret 

clines as strong indications that the variation is adaptive, a response to environmental differences. 

For the starry flounder, this interpretation implies that a geometric difference (between fish that are 

mirror images of one another) is adaptive, that left-eyedness in the Japanese starry flounder has 

been selected for, which provokes a perplexing question: what is the selective advantage in having 

both eyes on one side rather than on the other?  

The ease with which a fish can reverse the effect of the sidedness of its eye asymmetry simply by 

turning around has caused biologists to study internal anatomy, especially the optic nerves, for the 

answer. In all flatfish the optic nerves cross, so that the right optic nerve is joined to the brain's left 

side and vice versa. This crossing introduces an asymmetry, as one optic nerve must cross above 

or below the other. G. H. Parker reasoned that if, for example, a flatfish's left eye migrated when the 

right optic nerve was on top, there would be a twisting of nerves, which might be mechanically 

disadvantageous. For starry flounders, then, the left-eyed variety would be selected against, since 

in a starry flounder the left optic nerve is uppermost.  

The problem with the above explanation is that the Japanese starry flounder population is almost 

exclusively left-eyed, and natural selection never promotes a purely less advantageous variation.  

As other explanations proved equally untenable, biologists concluded that there is no important 

adaptive difference between left-eyedness and right-eyedness, and that the two characteristics are 

genetically associated with some other adaptively significant characteristic. This situation is one 

commonly encountered by evolutionary biologists, who must often decide whether a characteristic 

is adaptive or selectively neutral. As for the left-eyed and right-eyed flatfish, their difference, however 

a striking, appears to be an evolutionary red herring. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 According to the passage, starry flounder differ from most other species of flatfish in that 
starry flounder 

 (A) are not basically bilaterally symmetric 

(B) do not become asymmetric until adulthood 

(C) do not all share the same asymmetry 

(D) have both eyes on the same side of the head 

(E) tend to cluster in only certain geographic regions 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.02  The author would be most likely to agree with which of the following statements about left-
eyedness and right-eyedness in the starry flounder? 

 (A) They are adaptive variations by the starry flounder to environmental differences. 

 (B) They do not seem to give obvious selective advantages to the starry flounder. 

 (C) They occur in different proportions in different locations. 

 

Q.03 According to the passage, a possible disadvantage associated with eye migration in flatfish 
is that the optic nerves can 

 (A) adhere to one another 

(B) detach from the eyes 

(C) cross 

(D) stretch 

(E) twist 

 

Q.04  Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage as a whole? 

 (A) A phenomenon is described and an interpretation presented and rejected. 

(B) A generalization is made and supporting evidence is supplied and weighed. 

(C) A contradiction is noted and a resolution is suggested and then modified. 

(D) A series of observations is presented and explained in terms of the dominant theory. 

(E) A hypothesis is introduced and corroborated in the light of new evidence. 

 

Q.05  The passage supplies information for answering which of the following questions? 

 (A) Why are Japanese starry flounder mostly left-eyed? 

(B) Why should the eye-sidedness in starry flounder be considered selectively neutral? 

(C) Why have biologists recently become interested in whether a characteristic is adaptive or 
selectively neutral? 

(D) How do the eyes in flatfish migrate? 

(E) How did Parker make his discoveries about the anatomy of optic nerves in flatfish? 
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Q.06  Which of the following is most clearly similar to a line as it is described in the second 
paragraph of the passage? 

 (A) A vegetable market in which the various items are grouped according to place of origin 

(B) A wheat field in which different varieties of wheat are planted to yield a crop that will bring 
the maximum profit 

(C) A flower stall in which the various species of flowers are arranged according to their price 

(D) A housing development in which the length of the front struts supporting the porch of each 
house increases as houses are built up the hill 

(E) A national park in which the ranger stations are placed so as to be inconspicuous, and 
yet as easily accessible as possible. 

 

Q.07  Which of the following phrases from the passage best expresses the author's conclusion 
about the meaning of the difference between left -eyed and right-eyed flatfish? 

 (A) "Most striking" 

(B) "variation is adaptive" 

(C) "mechanically disadvantageous" 

(D) "adaptively significant" 

(E) "evolutionary red herring" 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 2  213 
 

PASSAGE 2 

Should we really care for the greatest actors of the past could we have them before us? Should we 

find them too different from our accent of thought, of feeling, of speech, in a thousand minute 

particulars which are of the essence of all three? Dr. Doran's long and interesting records of the 

triumphs of Garrick, and other less familiar, but in their day hardly less astonishing, players, do not 

relieve one of the doubts. Garrick himself, as sometimes happens with people who have been the 

subject of much anecdote and other conversation, here as elsewhere, bears no very distinct figure. 

One hardly sees the wood for the trees. On the other hand, the account of Betterton, "perhaps the 

greatest of English actors," is delightfully fresh. That intimate friend of Dryden, Tillatson, Pope, who 

executed a copy of the actor's portrait by Kneller which is still extant, was worthy of their friendship; 

his career brings out the best elements in stage life. The stage in these volumes presents itself 

indeed not merely as a mirror of life, but as an illustration of the utmost intensity of life, in the fortunes 

and characters of the players. Ups and downs, generosity, dark fates, the most delicate goodness, 

have nowhere been more prominent than in the private existence of those devoted to the public 

mimicry of men and women. Contact with the stage, almost throughout its history, presents itself as 

a kind of touchstone, to bring out the bizarrerie, the theatrical tricks and contrasts, of the actual 

world. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.08  In the expression “One hardly sees the wood for the trees”, the author apparently intends the 
word trees to be analogous to 

 (A) features of Doran’s language style 

 (B) details learned from oral sources 

 (C) personality of a famous actor 

 (D) details of Garrick’s life 

 (E) stage triumphs of an astonishing player 

 

Q.09  The doubt referred to concerns whether 

 (A) the stage personalities of the past would appeal on a personal level to people like the 
author 

 (B) their contemporaries would have understood famous actors 

 (C) the acting of famous stage personalities would appeal to us today 

 (D) Garrick was as great as he is portrayed 

 (E) historical records can reveal personality 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.10  Information supplied in the passage is sufficient to answer which of the following questions? 

 (A) Who did Doran think was probably the best English actor? 

 (B) What did Doran think of Garrick? 

 (C) Would the author give a definite answer to the first question posed in the passage? 
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PASSAGE 3 

The first mention of slavery in the statutes of the English colonies of North America does not occur 

until after 1660-some forty years after the importation of the first Black people. Lest we think that 

slavery existed in fact before it did in law, Oscar and Mary Handlin assure us that the status of Black 

people down to the 1660's was that of servants. A critique of the Handlins' interpretation of why legal 

slavery did not appear until the 1660's suggests that assumptions about the relation between slavery 

and racial prejudice should be reexamined and that explanations for the different treatment of Black 

slaves in North and South America should be expanded. 

The Handlins explain the appearance of legal slavery by arguing that, during the 1660's, the position 

of White servants was improving relative to that of Black servants. Thus, the Handlins contend, 

Black and White servants heretofore treated alike, each attained a different status. There are, 

however, important objections to this argument. First, the Handlins cannot adequately demonstrate 

that the White servant's position was improving during and after the 1660's; several acts of the 

Maryland and Virginia legislatures indicate otherwise. Another flaw in the Handlins' interpretation 

is their assumption that prior to the establishment of legal slavery there was no discrimination against 

Black people. It is true that before the 1660's Black people were rarely called slaves. But this should 

not overshadow evidence from the 1630's on that points to racial discrimination without using the 

term slavery. Such discrimination sometimes stopped short of lifetime servitude or inherited status-

the two attributes of true slavery – yet in other cases it included both. The Handlins' argument 

excludes the real possibility that Black people in the English colonies were never treated as the 

equals of White people. 

This possibility has important ramifications. If from the outset Black people were discriminated 

against, then legal slavery should be viewed as a reflection and an extension of racial prejudice 

rather than, as many historians including the Handlins have argued, the cause of prejudice. In 

addition, the existence of discrimination before the advent of legal slavery offers a further 

explanation for the harsher treatment of Black slaves in North than in South America. Freyre and 

Tannenbaum have rightly argued that the lack of certain traditions in North America – such as a 

Roman conception of slavery and a Roman Catholic emphasis on equality – explains why the 

treatment of Black slaves was more severe there than in the Spanish and Portuguese colonies of 

South America. But this cannot be the whole explanation since it is merely negative, based only on 

a lack of something. A more compelling explanation is that the early and sometimes extreme racial 

discrimination in the English colonies helped determine the particular nature of the slavery that 

followed. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.11  Which of the following is the most logical inference to be drawn from the passage about the 
effects of "several acts of the Maryland and Virginia legislatures" passed during and after the 
1660's? 

 (A) The acts negatively affected the pre-1660's position of Black as well as of White servants. 

(B) The acts had the effect of impairing rather than improving the position of White servants 
relative to what it had been before the 1660's. 

(C) The acts had a different effect on the position of White servants than did many of the acts 
passed during this time by the legislatures of -other colonies. 

(D) The acts, at the very least, caused the position of White servants to remain no better than 
it had been before the 1660's. 

(E) The acts, at the very least, tended to reflect the attitudes toward Black servants that 
already existed before the 1660's 

 

Q.12  With which of the following statements regarding the status of Black people in the English 
colonies of North America before the 1660's would the author be LEAST likely to agree? 

(A) Although Black people were not legally considered to be slaves, they were often called 
slaves. 

(B) Although subject to some discrimination, Black people had a higher legal status than they 
did after the 1660's. 

(C) Although sometimes subject to lifetime servitude, Black people were not legally 
considered to be slaves. 

(D) Although often not treated the same as White people, Black people, like many White 
people, possessed the legal status of servants. 

(E) Although apparently subject to more discrimination after 1630 than before 1630, Black 
people from 1620 to the 1660's were legally considered to be servants. 

 

Q.13  According to the passage, the Handlins have argued which of the following about the 
relationship between racial prejudice and the institution of legal slavery in the English colonies 
of North America? 

 (A) Racial prejudice and the institution of slavery arose simultaneously. 

(B) Racial prejudice most often took the form of the imposition of inherited status, one of the 
attributes of slavery. 

(C) The source of racial prejudice was the institution of slavery. 

(D) Because of the influence of the Roman Catholic church, racial prejudice sometimes did 
not result in slavery. 

(E) Although existing in a lesser form before the 1660's, racial prejudice increased sharply 
after slavery was legalized. 

 

Q.14  The passage suggests that the existence of a Roman conception of slavery in Spanish and 
Portuguese colonies had the effect of 

 (A) extending rather than causing racial prejudice in these colonies 

(B) hastening the legalization of slavery in these colonies 

(C) mitigating some of the conditions of slavery for Black people in these colonies 

(D) delaying the introduction of slavery into the English colonies 

(E) bringing about an improvement in the treatment of Black slaves in the English colonies 
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Q.15  The author considers the explanation put forward by Freyre and Tannenbaum for the 
treatment accorded Black slaves in the English colonies of North America to be 

 (A) ambitious but misguided 

(B) valid but limited 

(C) popular but suspect 

(D) anachronistic and controversial 

(E) premature and illogical 

 

Q.16  With which of the following statements regarding the reason for the introduction of legal 
slavery in the English colonies of North America would the author be most likely to agree? 

 (A) The introduction is partly to be explained by reference to the origins of slavery, before the 
1660's, in the Spanish and Portuguese colonies. 

(B) The introduction is to be explained by reference to a growing consensus beginning in the 
1630's about what were the attributes of true slavery. 

(C) The introduction is more likely to be explained by reference to a decline than to an 
improvement in the position of White servants in the colonies during and after the 1660's. 

(D) The introduction is more likely to be explained by reference to the position of Black 
servants in the colonies in the 1630's than by reference to their position in the 1640's and 
1650's. 

(E) The introduction is more likely to be explained by reference to the history of Black people 
in the colonies before 1660 than by reference to the improving position of White servants 
during and after the 1660's. 
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PASSAGE 4 

A sanctuary may be defined as a place where Man is passive and the rest of Nature active. Till quite 

recently Nature had her own sanctuaries, where man either did not go at all or only as a tool-using 

animal in comparatively small numbers. But now, in this machinery age, there is no place left where 

man cannot go with overwhelming forces at his command. He can strangle to death all the nobler 

wild life in the world to-day. Tomorrow he certainly will have done so unless he exercises due 

foresight and self-control in the meantime. 

There is not the slightest doubt that birds and mammals are now being killed off much faster than 

they can breed. And it is always the largest and noblest forms of life that suffer most. The whales 

and elephants, lions and eagles, go. The rats and flies, and all mean parasites, remain. This is 

inevitable in certain cases. But it is wanton killing off that I am speaking of to-night. Civilized man 

begins by destroying the very forms of wild life he learns to appreciate most when he becomes still 

more civilized. The obvious remedy is to begin conservation at an earlier stage, when it is easier 

and better in every way, by enforcing laws for close seasons, game preserves, the selective 

protection of certain species, and sanctuaries. 

I have just defined a sanctuary as a place where man is passive and the rest of Nature active. But 

this general definition is too absolute for any special case. The mere fact that man has to protect a 

sanctuary does away with his purely passive attitude. Then, he can be beneficially active by 

destroying pests and parasites, like bot-flies or mosquitoes, and by finding antidotes for diseases 

like the epidemic which periodically kills off the rabbits and thus starves many of the carnivora to 

death. But, except in cases where experiment has proved his intervention to be beneficial, the less 

he upsets the balance of Nature the better, even when he tries to be an earthly Providence. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.17  The author implies that his first definition of a sanctuary is 

 (A) totally wrong 

 (B) somewhat idealistic 

 (C) unhelpful 

 (D) indefensible 

 (E) immutable 

 

Q.18  The author’s argument that destroying bot-flies and mosquitoes would be a beneficial action 
is most weakened by all of the following EXCEPT 

(A) parasites have an important role to play in the regulation of populations 

(B) the elimination of any species can have unpredictable effects on the balance of nature 

(C) the pests themselves are part of the food chain 

(D) these insects have been introduced to the area by human activities 

(E) elimination of these insects would require the use of insecticides that kill a wide range of 
insects 

 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 2  218 
 

Q.19  It can be inferred that the source of the passage is most likely to be 

 (A) part of an article in a scientific journal 

 (B) extracted from the minutes of a nature club 

 (C) part of a speech delivered to an educated audience 

 (D) a speech delivered in a court of law 

 (E) from a polemical article published in a magazine 

 

Q.20  The purpose of the final paragraph is 

 (A) to sum up the main points of the author’s argument 

 (B) to urge a solution to an increasingly pressing problem 

 (C) to qualify the author’s definition of an important term 

 (D) to propose a program 

 (E) to suggest that man should not intervene in natural environments 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 2 – Answer Key 
 

 

Question 01 C 

Question 02 B, C 

Question 03 E 

Question 04 A 

Question 05 B 

Question 06 D 

Question 07 E 

Question 08 B 

Question 09 A 

Question 10 A, C 

Question 11 D 

Question 12 A 

Question 13 C 

Question 14 C 

Question 15 B 

Question 16 E 

Question 17 B 

Question 18 D 

Question 19 C 

Question 20 C 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 3 
 

PASSAGE 1 

(This passage is from a book published in 1975.) 

That Louise Nevelson is believed by many critics to be the greatest twentieth-century sculptor is all 

the more remarkable because the greatest resistance to women artists has been, until recently, in 

the field of sculpture. Since Neolithic times, sculpture has been considered the prerogative of men, 

partly, perhaps, for purely physical reasons: it was erroneously assumed that women were not suited 

for the hard manual labor required in sculpting stone, carving wood, or working in metal. It has been 

only during the twentieth century that women sculptors have been recognized as major artists, and 

it has been in the United States, especially since the decades of the fifties and sixties, that women 

sculptors have shown the greatest originality and creative power. Their rise to prominence parallels 

the development of sculpture itself in the United States: while there had been a few talented 

sculptors in the United States before the 1940's, it was only after 1945 – when New York was rapidly 

becoming the art capital of the world – that major sculpture was produced in the United States. 

Some of the best was the work of women.  

By far the most outstanding of these women is Louise Nevelson who in the eyes of many critics is 

the most original female artist alive today. One famous and influential critic, Hilton Kramer, said of 

her work, "For myself, I think Ms. Nevelson succeeds where the painters often fail." 

Her works have been compared to the Cubist constructions of Picasso, the Surrealistic objects of 

Miro, and the Merzbau of Schwitters. Nevelson would be the first to admit that she has been 

influenced by all of these, as well as by African sculpture, and by Native American and pre-

Columbian art, but she has absorbed all these influences and still created a distinctive art that 

expresses the urban landscape and the aesthetic sensibility of the twentieth century. Nevelson 

says, "I have always wanted to show the world that art is everywhere, except that it has to 

pass through a creative mind." 

Using mostly discarded wooden objects like packing crates, broken pieces of furniture, and 

abandoned architectural ornaments, all of which she has hoarded for years, she assembles 

architectural constructions of great beauty and power. Creating very freely with no sketches, she 

glues and nails objects together, paints them black, or more rarely white or gold, and places them 

In boxes. These assemblages, walls, even entire environments create a mysterious, almost awe-

inspiring atmosphere. Although she has denied any symbolic or religious intent in her works, their 

three-dimensional grandeur and even their titles, such as Sky Cathedral and Night Cathedral, 

suggest such connotations. In some ways, her most ambitious works are closer to architecture than 

to traditional sculpture, but then neither Louise Nevelson nor her art fits into any neat category. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The passage focuses primarily on which of the following? 

 (A) A general tendency in twentieth-century art 

(B) The work of a particular artist 

(C) The artistic influences on women sculptors 

(D) Critical responses to twentieth-century sculpture 

(E) Materials used by twentieth-century sculptors 

 

Q.02  Which of the following statements is supported by information given in the passage? 

 (A) Since 1945 women sculptors in the United States have produced more sculpture than 
have men sculptors. 

(B) Since 1950 sculpture produced in the United States has been the most original and 
creative sculpture produced anywhere. 

(C) From 1900 to 1950 women sculptors in Europe enjoyed more recognition for their work 
than did women sculptors in the United States. 

(D) Prior to 1945 there were many women sculptors whose work was ignored by critics. 

(E) Prior to 1945 there was little major sculpture produced by men or women sculptors 
working in the United States. 

 

Q.03 The author quotes Hilton Kramer most probably in order to illustrate which of the following? 

 (A) The realism of Nevelson's work 

(B) The unique qualities of Nevelson's style 

(C) The extent of critical approval of Nevelson's work 

(D) A distinction between sculpture and painting 

(E) A reason for the prominence of women sculptors since the 1950's 

 

Q.04  Which of the following is one way in which Nevelson's art illustrates her theory as it is 
expressed in the highlighted lines? 

 (A) She sculpts in wood rather than in metal or stone. 

(B) She paints her sculptures and frames them in boxes. 

(C) She makes no preliminary sketches but rather allows the sculpture to develop as she 
works. 

(D) She puts together pieces of ordinary objects once used for different purposes to make 
her sculptures. 

(E) She does not deliberately attempt to convey symbolic or religious meanings through her 
sculpture. 

 

Q.05  It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes which of the following about 
Nevelson's sculptures? 

 (A) They suggest religious and symbolic meanings. 

(B) They do not have qualities characteristic of sculpture. 

(C) They are mysterious and awe-inspiring, but not beautiful. 

(D) They are uniquely American in style and sensibility. 

(E) They show the influence of twentieth-century architecture. 
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Q.06  The author regards Nevelson's stature in the art world as "remarkable" in part because of 
which of the following? 

 (A) Her work is currently overrated. 

(B) Women sculptors have found it especially difficult to be accepted and recognized as major 
artists. 

(C) Nevelson's sculptures are difficult to understand. 

(D) Many art critics have favored painting over sculpture in writing about developments in the 
art world. 

(E) Few of the artists prominent in the twentieth century have been sculptors. 

 

Q.07  Which of the following statements about Nevelson's sculptures can be inferred from the 
passage? 

 (A) They are meant for display outdoors. 

(B) They are often painted in several colors. 

(C) They are sometimes very large. 

(D) They are hand carved by Nevelson. 

(E) They are built around a central wooden object. 
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PASSAGE 2 

Sociobiologists, the most well-known of whom is Edward O. Wilson, contend that there is a biological 

basis for the social behavior of animals, and they test their hypotheses through observation of 

animals in situations. Species studied have varied as widely as to encompass both termites and 

rhesus macaques. Sociobiologists further argue that students of human behavior cannot adequately 

account for the panoply of human nature through only such traditional variables as culture, ethnicity, 

and environment but must also include evolutionary processes. However, many scientists, notably 

Stephen Jay Gould and Richard Lewontin, have criticized this approach to the study of humans on 

a number of grounds: for example, that it is based on Eurocentric notions and that it is plagued by 

methodological problems. These detractors label it a pseudo-science because sociobiological 

theories are not falsifiable and thus, in this respect, are similar to alchemy or astrology. 

 
For the following question, consider each he choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.08 It can be inferred that Gould and Lewontin might agree with which of the following statements 
about a sociobiological approach to the study of humans? 

 (A) Sociobiological theories cannot be proven false, and consequently they cannot be 
conclusively verified; thus, sociobiology is not a real science. 

 (B) When applied to the study of humans, sociobiology is problematic because it is rooted in 
a Western worldview and it does not comport with proper scientific methodology. 

 (C) Scientists cannot adequately explain human behavior through the consideration of 
cultural, ethnic, and environmental factors alone; therefore, they must resort to sociobiological 
explanations. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.09  The author mentions culture, ethnicity, and environment in order to 

 (A) offer justification for a comparative study between termite colonies and rhesus macques 

 (B) assert that sociobiology is problematic because it is Eurocentric and beset by 
methodological complications 

 (C) illustrate that sociobiology is an inappropriate method for studying humans 

 (D) enumerate some variables that socio-biologists believe are insufficient in the study of 
humans and thus necessitate the addition of biological considerations 

 (E) provide a comprehensive list of the factors that influence human behavior 

 

Q.10  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A) offer praise for an influential scientific approach to the study of animal and human behavior 

 (B) argue for a sociobiological approach to the study of human behavior 

 (C) dispute a sociobiological approach to the study of human behavior 

 (D) justify a sociobiological approach to the study of termite colonies and rhesus macaques 

 (E) set forth an influential approach to the study of animal and human behavior and discuss 
some objections to this approach 
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PASSAGE 3 

In the early 1950's, historians who studied preindustrial Europe (which we may define here as 

Europe in the period from roughly 1300 to 1800) began, for the first time in large numbers, to 

investigate more of the preindustrial European population than the 2 or 3 percent who comprised 

the political and social elite: the kings, generals, judges, nobles, bishops, and local magnates who 

had hitherto usually filled history books. One difficulty, however, was that few of the remaining 97 

percent recorded their thoughts or had them chronicled by contemporaries. Faced with this situation, 

many historians based their investigations on the only records that seemed to exist: birth, marriage, 

and death records. As a result, much of the early work on the nonelite was aridly statistical in nature; 

reducing the vast majority of the population to a set of numbers was hardly more enlightening than 

ignoring them altogether. Historians still did not know what these people thought or felt. 

One way out of this dilemma was to turn to the records of legal courts, for here the voices of the 

nonelite can most often be heard, as witnesses, plaintiffs, and defendants. These documents have 

acted as "a point of entry into the mental world of the poor." Historians such as Le Roy Ladurie 

have used the documents to extract case histories, which have illuminated the attitudes of different 

social groups (these attitudes include, but are not confined to, attitudes toward crime and the law) 

and have revealed how the authorities administered Justice. It has been societies that have had a 

developed police system and practiced Roman law, with its written depositions, whose court records 

have yielded the most data to historians. In Anglo-Saxon countries hardly any of these benefits 

obtain, but it has still been possible to glean information from the study of legal documents. 

The extraction of case histories is not, however, the only use to which court records may be put. 

Historians who study preindustrial Europe have used the records to establish a series of categories 

of crime and to quantify indictments that were issued over a given number of years. This use of the 

records does yield some information about the nonelite, but this information gives us little insight 

into the mental lives of the nonelite. We also know that the number of indictments in preindustrial 

Europe bears little relation to the number of actual criminal acts, and we strongly suspect that the 

relationship has varied widely over time. In addition, aggregate population estimates are very shaky, 

which makes it difficult for historians to compare rates of crime per thousand in one decade of the 

preindustrial period with rates in another decade. Given these inadequacies, it is clear why the case 

history use of court records is to be preferred. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.11  The author suggests that, before the early 1950's, most historians who studied preindustrial 

Europe did which of the following? 

(A) Failed to make distinctions among members of the preindustrial European political and 
social elite. 

(B) Used investigatory methods that were almost exclusively statistical in nature. 

(C) Inaccurately estimated the influence of the preindustrial European political and social 
elite. 

(D) Confined their work to a narrow range of the preindustrial European population. 

(E) Tended to rely heavily on birth, marriage, and death records. 
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Q.12  According to the passage, the case histories extracted by historians have 

(A) scarcely illuminated the attitudes of the political and social elite 

(B) indicated the manner in which those in power apportioned justice 

(C) focused almost entirely on the thoughts and feelings of different social groups toward 
crime and the law 

(D) been considered the first kind of historical writing that utilized the records of legal courts 

(E) been based for the most part on the trial testimony of police and other legal authorities 

 

Q.13  It can be inferred from the passage that much of the early work by historians on the European 

nonelite of the preindustrial period might have been more illuminating if these historians had 

(A) used different methods of statistical analysis to investigate the nonelite 

(B) been more successful in identifying the attitudes of civil authorities, especially those who 
administered justice, toward the nonelite 

(C) been able to draw on more accounts, written by contemporaries of the nonelite, that 
described what this nonelite thought 

(D) relied more heavily on the personal records left by members of the European political and 
social elite who lived during the period in question 

(E) been more willing to base their research on the birth, marriage, and death records of the 
nonelite 

 

Q.14  The author mentions Le Roy Ladurie in order to 

 (A) give an example of a historian who has made one kind of use of court records 

(B) cite a historian who has based case histories on the birth, marriage, and death records of 
the nonelite 

(C) identify the author of the quotation cited in the previous sentence 

(D) gain authoritative support for the view that the case history approach is the most fruitful 
approach to court records 

(E) point out the first historian to realize the value 

of court records in illuminating the beliefs and values of the nonelite 

 

Q.15  According to the passage, which of the following is true of indictments for crime in Europe in 

the preindustrial period? 

 (A) They have, in terms of their numbers, remained relatively constant over time. 

(B) They give the historian important information about the mental lives of those indicted. 

(C) They are not a particularly accurate indication of the extent of actual criminal activity. 

(D) Their importance to historians of the nonelite has been generally overestimated. 

(E) Their problematic relationship to actual crime has not been acknowledged by most 
historians 
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Q.16  It can be inferred from the passage that a historian who wished to compare crime rates per 

thousand in a European city in one decade of the fifteenth century with crime rates in another 

decade of that century would probably be most aided by better information about which of 

the following? 

 (A) The causes of unrest in the city during the two decades 

(B) The aggregate number of indictments in the city nearest to the city under investigation 
during the two decades 

(C) The number of people who lived in the city during each of the decades under investigation 

(D) The mental attitudes of criminals in the city, including their feelings about authority, during 
each of the decades under investigation 

(E) The possibilities for a member of the city's nonelite to become a member of the political 
and social elite during the two decades 

 

Q.17  The passage would be most likely to appear as part of 

 (A) a book review summarizing the achievements of historians of the European aristocracy 

(B) an essay describing trends in the practice of writing history 

(C) a textbook on the application of statistical methods in the social sciences 

(D) a report to the historical profession on the work of early-twentieth-century historians 

(E) an article urging the adoption of historical methods by the legal profession 
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PASSAGE 4 

In Anglo-American formalism, surrealism was considered a deviant art movement: improperly visual 

and impertinently literary, relatively inattentive to the imperatives of form, and mostly indifferent to 

the laws of genre, a paradoxical avant-garde concerned with infantile states and outmoded forms, 

not properly modernist at all. For neo-avant-garde artists who challenged this hegemonic three 

decades ago, its very deviance might have made surrealism an attractive object. But such was not 

the case. Since this formalist model of modernism was staked on the autonomy of modern art as 

separate from social practice and grounded in visual experience, its antagonist, the neo-avant-garde 

account of modernism, stressed the two movements, dada and constructivism, that appeared most 

opposed to this visualist autonomy—that sought to destroy the separate institution of art in an 

anarchic attack on its formal conventions, as did dada, or to transform it according to the materialist 

practices of a revolutionary society, as did constructivism. Again, surrealism was lost in the shuffle. 

To the neo-avant-gardists who challenged the formalist account in the 1950s and 1960s, it too 

appeared corrupt: technically kitschy, philosophically subjective, hypocritically elitist. Hence when 

artists involved in pop and minimalism turned away from the likes of Picasso and Matisse, they 

turned to such figures as Duchamp and Rodchenko, not to precedents like Ernst and Giacometti. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.18  Select the sentence in the passage that suggests a point of view that, while reasonable to 

anticipate, was not embraced. 

  

For the following question, consider each he choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.19  The passage suggests which of the following about surrealism as an art movement? 

(A) Through its lack of attention to form and indifference to genre, surrealism is understood 
as an impertinent, but sometimes infantile, form of modernism. 

(B) Although surrealism did not always follow the very rules of form opposed by some critics 
of formal conventions, surrealism was rejected by those critics as dishonest. 

(C) Those in the neo-avant-garde movement believed that artists such as Duchamp 
succeeded in a way that surrealist artists had not. 

 

For the following question, select only one answer choice. 

 

Q.20  The passage suggests that those sharing a neo-avant-garde point of view objected to which 
of the following about the formalist model of modernism? 

 (A) its overly cautious approach to modern art 

(B) its use of deviant states and forms 

(C) its view of art as a distinct institution 

(D) its embrace of materialist practices 

(E) its representation of antiquated ideals 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 3 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 B 

Question 02 E 

Question 03 C 

Question 04 D 

Question 05 A 

Question 06 B 

Question 07 C 

Question 08 A, B 

Question 09 D 

Question 10 E 

Question 11 D 

Question 12 B 

Question 13 C 

Question 14 A 

Question 15 C 

Question 16 C 

Question 17 B 

Question 18 For neo-avant-garde artists who challenged this 
hegemonic three decades ago, its very 
deviance might have made surrealism an 
attractive object. 

Question 19 B, C 

Question 20 C 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 4 
 

PASSAGE 1 

In eighteenth-century France and England, reformers rallied around egalitarian ideals, but few 

reformers advocated higher education for women. Although the public decried women's lack of 

education, it did not encourage learning for its own sake for women. In spite of the general prejudice 

against learned women, there was one place where women could exhibit their erudition: the literary 

salon. Many writers have defined the woman's role in the salon as that of an intelligent hostess, but 

the salon had more than a social function for women. It was an informal university, too, where 

women exchanged ideas with educated persons, read their own works and heard those of others, 

and received and gave criticism. 

In the 1750's, when salons were firmly established in France, some English women, who called 

themselves "Bluestockings," followed the example of the salonnières (French salon hostesses) and 

formed their own salons. Most Bluestockings did not wish to mirror the salonnières; they simply 

desired to adapt a proven formula to their own purpose-the elevation of women's status through 

moral and intellectual training. Differences in social orientation and background can account 

perhaps for differences in the nature of French and English salons. The French salon incorporated 

aristocratic attitudes that exalted courtly pleasure and. emphasized artistic accomplishments. The 

English Bluestockings, originating from a more modest background, emphasized learning and work 

over pleasure. Accustomed to the regimented life of court circles, salonnières tended toward 

formality in their salons. The English women, though somewhat puritanical, were more casual in 

their approach. 

At first, the Bluestockings did imitate the salonnières by including men in their circles. However, as 

they gained cohesion, the Bluestockings came to regard themselves as a women's group and to 

possess a sense of female solidarity lacking in the salonnières, who remained isolated from one 

another by the primacy each held in her own salon. In an atmosphere of mutual support, the 

Bluestockings went beyond the salon experience. They traveled, studied, worked, wrote for 

publication, and by their activities challenged the stereotype of the passive woman. Although the 

salonnières were aware of sexual inequality, the narrow boundaries of their world kept their 

intellectual pursuits within conventional limits. Many salonnières, in fact, camouflaged their 

nontraditional activities behind the role of hostess and deferred to men in public. 

Though the Bluestockings were trailblazers when compared with the salonnières, they were not 

feminists. They were too traditional, too hemmed in by their generation to demand social and political 

rights. Nonetheless, in their desire for education, their willingness to go beyond the confines of the 

salon in pursuing their interests, and their championing of unity among women, the Bluestockings 

began the process of questioning women's role in society. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 Which of the following best states the central idea of the passage? 

 (A) The establishment of literary salons was a response to reformers' demands for social 
rights for women. 

(B) Literary salons were originally intended to be a meeting ground for intellectuals of both 
sexes, but eventually became social gatherings with little educational value. 

(C) In England, as in France, the general prejudice against higher education for women 
limited women's function in literary salons to a primarily social one. 

(D) The literary salons provided a sounding board for French and English women who called 
for access to all the educational institutions in their societies on an equal basis with men. 

(E) For women, who did not have access to higher education as men did, literary salons 
provided an alternate route to learning and a challenge to some of society's basic 
assumptions about women. 

 

Q.02  According to the passage, a significant distinction between the salonnières and Bluestockings 
was in the way each group regarded which of the following? 

(A) The value of acquiring knowledge 

(B) The role of pleasure in the activities of the literary salon 

(C) The desirability of a complete break with societal traditions' 

(D) The inclusion of women of different backgrounds in the salons 

(E) The attainment of full social and political equality with men 

 

Q.03 The author refers to differences in social background between salonnières and Bluestockings 
in order to do which of the following? 

 (A) Criticize the view that their choices of activities were significantly influenced by male salon 
members 

(B) Discuss the reasons why literary salons in France were established before those in 
England 

(C) Question the importance of the Bluestockings in shaping public attitudes toward educated 
women 

(D) Refute the argument that the French salons had little influence over the direction the 
English salons took 

(E) Explain the differences in atmosphere and style in their salons 

 

Q.04  Which of the following statements is most compatible with the principles of the salonnières 
as described in the passage? 

 (A) Women should aspire to be not only educated but independent as well. 

(B) The duty of the educated woman is to provide an active political model for less educated 
women. 

(C) Devotion to pleasure and art is justified in itself. 

(D) Substance, rather than form, is the most important consideration in holding a literary 
salon. 

(E) Men should be excluded from groups of women's rights supporters. 
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Q.05  The passage suggests that the Bluestockings might have had a more significant impact on 
society if it had not been for which of the following? 

 (A) Competitiveness among their salons 

(B) Their emphasis on individualism 

(C) The limited scope of their activities 

(D) Their acceptance of the French salon as a model for their own salons 

(E) Their unwillingness to defy aggressively the conventions of their age 

 

Q.06  Which of the following could best be considered a twentieth-century counterpart of an 
eighteenth-century literary salon as it is described in the passage? 

 (A) A social sorority 

(B) A community center 

(C) A lecture course on art 

(D) A humanities study group 

(E) An association of moral reformers 

 

Q.07  To an assertion that Bluestockings were feminists, the author would most probably respond 
with which of the following? 

 (A) Admitted uncertainty 

(B) Qualified disagreement 

(C) Unquestioning approval 

(D) Complete indifference 

(E) Strong disparagement 

 

Q.08  Which of the following titles best describes the content of the passage? 

 (A) Eighteenth-Century Egalitarianism 

(B) Feminists of the Eighteenth Century 

(C) Eighteenth-Century Precursors of Feminism 

(D) Intellectual Life in the Eighteenth Century 

(E) Female Education Reform in the Eighteenth Century  
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PASSAGE 2 

With the ascendance of Toni Morrison’s literary star, it has become commonplace for critics to de-

racialize her by saying that Morrison is not just a “Black woman writer,” that she has moved beyond 

the limiting confines of race and gender to larger “universal” issues. Yet Morrison, a Nobel laureate 

with six highly acclaimed novels, bristles at having to choose between being a writer or a Black 

woman writer, and willingly accepts critical classification as the latter. 

To call her simply a writer denies the key roles that Morrison’s African-American roots and her Black 

female perspective have played in her work. For instance, many of Morrison’s characters treat their 

dreams as “real,” are nonplussed by visitations from dead ancestors, and generally experience 

intimate connections with beings whose existence isn’t empirically verifiable. While critics might see 

Morrison’s use of the supernatural as purely a literary device, Morrison herself explains, “That’s 

simply the way the world was for me and the Black people I knew.” 

Just as her work has given voice to this little-remarked facet of African-American culture, it has 

affirmed the unique vantage point of the Black woman. “I really feel the range of emotion and 

perception I have had access to as a Black person and a female person are greater than that of 

people who are neither,” says Morrison. “My world did not shrink because I was a Black female 

writer. It just got bigger.” 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.09 The author of the passage is chiefly concerned with: 

 (A) explaining Morrison’s own viewpoint on the role of her race and gender in her novels 

(B) assessing the significance of the Black female perspective in the modern American novel 

(C) acknowledging Morrison’s success in giving voice to unknown aspects of the African-
American experience 

(D) presenting an argument in favor of “de-racializing” Morrison 

(E) explaining why being a writer and being a Black female writer are distinct critical 
classifications 

 

Q.10  Morrison’s use of the supernatural in her novels is mentioned by the author in order to explain: 

 (A) why some critics categorize her as a “writer” but not a “Black woman writer.” 

(B) the distinction between drawing from one’s personal experience and using a literary 
device. 

(C) the enormous critical acclaim Morrison’s novels have received. 

(D) one way in which Morrison’s novels are rooted in her experience as an African-American 
woman. 

(E) one of the universal themes that is woven throughout Morrison’s novels. 

 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 4  233 
 

PASSAGE 3 

The first and most important rule of legitimate or popular government, that is to say, of government 

whose object is the good of the people, is therefore, as I have observed, to follow in everything the 

general will. But to follow this will it is necessary to know it, and above all to distinguish it from the 

particular will, beginning with one's self: this distinction is always very difficult to make, and only the 

most sublime virtue can afford sufficient illumination for it. As, in order to will, it is necessary to be 

free, a difficulty no less great than the former arises – that of preserving at once the public liberty 

and the authority of government. Look into the motives which have induced men, once united by 

their common needs in a general society, to unite themselves still more intimately by means of civil 

societies: you will find no other motive than that of assuring the property, life and liberty of each 

member by the protection of all. But can men be forced to defend the liberty of any one among them, 

without trespassing on that of others? And how can they provide for the public needs, without 

alienating the individual property of those who are forced to contribute to them? With whatever 

sophistry all this may be covered over, it is certain that if any constraint can be laid on my will, I am 

no longer free, and that I am no longer master of my own property, if anyone else can lay a hand on 

it. This difficulty, which would have seemed insurmountable, has been removed, like the first, by the 

most sublime of all human institutions, or rather by a divine inspiration, which teaches mankind to 

imitate here below the unchangeable decrees of the Deity. By what inconceivable art has a means 

been found of making men free by making them subject; of using in the service of the State the 

properties, the persons and even the lives of all its members, without constraining and without 

consulting them; of confining their will by their own admission; of overcoming their refusal by that 

consent, and forcing them to punish themselves, when they act against their own will? How can it 

be that all should obey, yet nobody take upon him to command, and that all should serve, and yet 

have no masters, but be the more free, as, in apparent subjection, each loses no part of his liberty 

but what might be hurtful to that of another? These wonders are the work of law. It is to law alone 

that men owe justice and liberty. It is this salutary organ of the will of all which establishes, in civil 

right, the natural equality between men. It is this celestial voice which dictates to each citizen the 

precepts of public reason, and teaches him to act according to the rules of his own judgment, and 

not to behave inconsistently with himself. It is with this voice alone that political rulers should speak 

when they command; for no sooner does one man, setting aside the law, claim to subject another 

to his private will, than he departs from the state of civil society, and confronts him face to face in 

the pure state of nature, in which obedience is prescribed solely by necessity. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.11  The paradox in the highlighted line is resolved according to the author when an individual 

(A) submits to the rule of law and thus is at liberty to do anything that does not harm another 
person 

(B) behaves according to the natural rights of man and not according to imposed rules 

(C) agrees to follow the rule of law even when it is against his best interests 

(D) belongs to a society which guarantees individual liberty at all times 

(E) follows the will of the majority 
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Q.12  The author’s attitude to law in this passage is best conveyed as 

(A) respect for its inalienable authority 

(B) extolling its importance as a human institution 

(C) resignation to the need for its imposition on the majority 

(D) acceptance of its restrictions 

(E) praise for its divine origin 

 

Q.13  The author would agree with all of the following EXCEPT 

(A) government must maintain its authority without unduly compromising personal liberty 

(B) individual freedom is threatened in the absence of law 

(C) justice cannot be ensured in the absence of law 

(D) political leaders should use the law as their guide to correct leadership 

(E) the law recognizes that all men are capable of recognizing what is in the general interest 
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PASSAGE 4 

The tale of Piltdown Man, the most infamous forgery in the contentious detective story of the origins 

of mankind, began in 1912. On December 18 that year Charles Dawson, a well-known amateur 

British archaeologist, and Arthur Smith Woodward, of the British Museum of Natural History, 

announced the discovery of some amazing human fossils. The remains comprised nine pieces of 

skull, a broken jaw with two teeth in place, a few stone tools, and some animal bones, all of which 

had been discovered on a farm near Piltdown Common in Sussex. 

When pieced together the skull looked distinctly human. Although Piltdown Man, as the hominid 

became known, had unusually thick bones, the brain case was large and rounded. There was no 

sign of prominent brow ridges or other apelike features. However, the shape of the jaw bone 

resembled that of an ape. The only human characteristic of this jaw was the wear on the two molars, 

which were ground down flat, as is frequently true of hominids who eat tough or abrasive foods, 

such as seeds. In other words, the creature had the jaw of an ape and the skull of Homo sapiens. 

The primitive stone tools found with these remains suggested a remote age for Piltdown Man, 

perhaps the Early Pleistocene or even the Late Pliocene. (In 1912 experts thought the Pliocene 

lasted from 1 million to 600 000 years ago. Scientists now date it to between 5 million and 1.7 million 

years ago.) This date was also supported by some animal bones found with Piltdown Man. 

To most scientists of the time, Piltdown Man fulfilled a prediction made by the pioneering evolutionist 

Charles Darwin, who had believed that humans and the apes could be connected genetically 

through a still undiscovered creature. Most significantly, it was half-human in precisely the feature 

that was then accepted as the most important difference between humans and the apes - the brain. 

At this time there was little fossil evidence to contradict the idea that the brain was among the first 

of the human features to evolve. 

As time went on, however, Homo erectus fossils were found in Java and China, while in South Africa 

the australopithecines were being discovered. All these fossils had human-like jaws and teeth and 

relatively small brains in contrast to Piltdown Man's large cranium and apelike jaw. The large brain 

simply did not fit with the rest of the fossil evidence. By 1948, scientists knew that bones buried in 

the earth gradually absorb fluorine. The older a bone, the more fluorine it contains. When the 

Piltdown materials were tested for fluorine, the skull and jaw fragments turned out to be much 

younger than the Early Pleistocene animal bones with which the skull had been found. 

Scientists were now very suspicious. In 1953 all the Piltdown material was tested for its authenticity. 

Not only was the recent age of the jaw and skull confirmed, but the jaw proved to be that of a modern 

orangutan, with the teeth filed down in a quite obvious manner to imitate wear on human teeth. But 

the forger had not stopped there. A bone tool found with the remains had been made in recent times 

with a steel knife, which leaves different marks than does a stone flake or axe. The tools, as well as 

the animal bones, had been taken from different archaeological sites. 

Once the forgery was exposed by modern scientific analysis the mystery was no longer where 

Piltdown Man came in human evolution but who was responsible for the hoax, and why? Although 

Dawson, the discoverer of most of the Piltdown material, is frequently singled out as the person 

responsible for this practical joke, there is no definite proof, and the question is far from settled. 
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For the following question, consider each he choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.14  The Piltdown skull seemed distinctly human because it had 

(A) a large brain 

(B) thick bones 

(C) brow ridges. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.15  The scientists of the time made which of the following mistakes? 

 (A) believed that fossil discoveries would reveal much about human origins 

(B) had preconceived ideas about what features an early hominid should have 

(C) followed the ideas of Darwin in the face of counterevidence 

(D) incorrectly judged the size of the brain 

(E) failed to examine other fossil evidence available at the time 

 

Q.16  The animal bones found buried with the Piltdown Man were all of the following EXCEPT 

 (A) shown to be genuinely Pleistocene 

(B) more recent than first thought 

(C) unconnected with the human remains 

(D) deliberately planted at the site 

(E) not originally from the Piltdown site 

 

Q.17  It can be inferred that it took so long to expose the forgery because 

 (A) the forger was exceptionally clever making it difficult to detect the alterations 

(B) reliable techniques for dating rocks did not exist until recently 

(C) the bones were not subjected to close scrutiny until considerable contradictory evidence 
accumulated 

(D) the scientists had no reason to doubt the credibility of the team who made the discovery 

(E) similar fossils from other archeological sites had proved to be genuine 
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PASSAGE 5 

The feminists of revolutionary France were not the only persons hoping that the current paroxysm 

of social change would bring about improvement of their state. A most singular category of men, the 

public executioners, had thought that the advent of a new regime would transform that peculiar 

disdain in which society held them. For hundreds of years, the post of Master of the High Works in 

France's major cities was held by men from ten or so dynastic families, members of an abominable 

elite that had developed as a consequence of social prejudice: Anyone who had ever been a 

bourreau could never hope to find another job, nor could he aspire to marry any woman not herself 

the daughter of a colleague. In this way the dreadful dynasties developed. The best-known 

recipients of this peculiar distinction were the Sanson family, who operated in Paris and Versailles 

from 1688 to 1847; the diary kept by Charles Henri Sanson, executioner of Paris during the Terror, 

provides details of the deaths of many illustrious victims. 

Several passages in the Sanson diary suggest that professional executioners did not particularly 

like having to kill women. This chivalrous repugnance later spread through the Court d'Assizes; while 

women were regularly condemned to death in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, in 

fact they were almost always reprieved. A roughly contemporaneous reluctance to execute women 

in the United States has been explained by recent American feminists as evidence of women’s 

almost nonexistent social status at that time; to compensate for legal inegality the men who were 

women's judges, prosecutors, and jurors adopted a "protective" stance, frequently acquitting women 

who, in modern retrospect, seem guilty. In France, the egalitarian practices of earlier centuries were 

ultimately reinstated, which guillotined five women.  

This temporary preservation of execution as an exclusively male domain—a thing too necessary 

and revolting to be inflicted on or endured by half the population—apparently did not strike legislators 

as being intolerably illogical, or as being rather a back-handed sort of compliment to men. Proper 

equality would have involved either equal rights and equal punishment for men and women, or else 

abolition. However, arguments against the death penalty tend rather to develop from general 

humanitarian principles, and less from the putative equality of women.  

Chivalry, indeed, would seem to have been the nineteenth century's solution to the problems posed 

to the authorities by "female" executions. But more importantly, chivalry enabled society to observe 

a version of that logic set forth in 1791 by Olympe-de- Gouges, a logic echoed later in the United 

States by Wendell Phillips, who bluntly declared, "You have granted that women may be hung; 

therefore, you must grant that woman may vote." In not executing women, the judiciary body was 

able to sidestep these irritating formulations: If women did not receive equal punishment under law, 

perhaps they need not be assured of equal rights. 

For the following question, consider each he choices separately and select all that apply. 
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Q.18  Which of the following best describes the author's attitude toward the formation of public 
executioner dynasties? 

(A) Qualified appreciation 

(B) Studied neutrality 

(C) Tempered disapproval 

(D) Vehement condemnation 

(E) Resigned acceptance 

 

Q.19  According to the passage, the unwillingness of men to condemn women to death in the United 
States during the late nineteenth century was 

(A) a reflection of the influence of the Court d'Assizes on the judicial system in the United 
States 

(B) in accordance with women's low standing in society and their lack of legal rights 

(C) a result of a popular movement promoting the chivalrous idea that women should be 
protected from harm 

(D) a misinterpretation on the part of modern historians, who believed many of the women to 
be guilty 

(E) a reaction to the excesses of the French Revolution and the large number of women who 
were guillotined 

 

Q.20  The passage suggests that, during the French Revolution, popular arguments against the 
death penalty did which of the following? 

(A) Emphasized the failure of the death penalty to suppress dissent 

(B) Asserted that the defense of the death penalty was based upon faulty logic 

(C) Supported indirectly the notion that men were equal to women 

(D) Addressed only the needs of men, at the expense of those of women 

(E) Failed to employ the reasoning that men and women should have equal rights 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 4 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 E 

Question 02 B 

Question 03 E 

Question 04 C 

Question 05 E 

Question 06 D 

Question 07 B 

Question 08 C 

Question 09 A 

Question 10 D 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 B 

Question 13 E 

Question 14 Only A 

Question 15 B 

Question 16 B 

Question 17 C 

Question 18 C 

Question 19 B 

Question 20 E 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 5 
 
PASSAGE 1 

Great comic art is never otherworldly, it does not seek to mystify us,' and it does not deny ambiguity 

by branding as evil whatever differs from good. Great comic artists assume that truth may bear all 

lights, and thus they seek to accentuate contradictions in social action, not gloss over or transcend 

them by appeals to extra-social symbols of divine ends, cosmic purpose, or laws of nature. The 

moment of transcendence in great comic art is a social moment, born out of the conviction that we 

are human, even though we try to be gods. The comic community to which artists address 

themselves is a community of reasoning, loving, joyful, compassionate beings, who are willing to 

assume the human risks of acting rationally. Without invoking gods or demons, great comic art 

arouses courage in reason, courage which grows out of trust in what human beings can do as 

humans. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.01 The passage suggests that great comic art can be characterized as optimistic about the ability 
of humans to 

(A) rid themselves of pride 

(B) transcend the human condition 

(C) differentiate clearly between good and evil 

(D) avoid social conflicts 

(E) act rationally  

 

Q.02  It can be inferred from the passage that the author admires great comic artists primarily for 
their  

(A) ability to understand the frequently subtle differences between good and evil 

(B) ability to reconcile the contradictions in human behavior 

(C) ability to distinguish between rational and irrational behavior 

(D) insistence on confronting the truth about the human condition 

(E) insistence on condemning human faults and weaknesses 

 

Q.03 Which of the following is the most accurate description of the organization of the passage? 

(A) A sequence of observations leading to a prediction 

(B) A list of inferences drawn from facts stated at the beginning of the passage 

(C) A series of assertions related to one general subject 

(D) A statement of the major idea, followed by specific examples 

(E) A succession of ideas moving from specific to general 
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PASSAGE 2 

It has long been known that the rate of oxidative metabolism (the process that uses oxygen to 

convert food into energy) in any animal has a profound effect on its living patterns. The high 

metabolic rate of small animals, for example, gives them sustained power and activity per unit of 

weight, but at the cost of requiring constant consumption of food and water. Very large animals, with 

their relatively low metabolic rates, can survive well on a sporadic food supply, but can generate 

little metabolic energy per gram of body weight. If only oxidative metabolic rate is considered, 

therefore, one might assume that smaller, more active, animals could prey on larger ones, at least 

if they attacked in groups. Perhaps they could if it were not for anaerobic glycolysis, the great 

equalizer. 

Anaerobic glycolysis is a process in which energy is produced, without oxygen, through the 

breakdown of muscle glycogen into lactic acid and adenosine triphosphate (ATP), the energy 

provider. The amount of energy that can be produced anaerobically is a function of the amount of 

glycogen present-in all vertebrates about 0.5 percent of their muscles' wet weight. Thus, the 

anaerobic energy reserves of a vertebrate are proportional to the size of the animal. If, for example, 

some predators had attacked a 100-ton dinosaur, normally torpid, the dinosaur would have been 

able to generate almost instantaneously, via anaerobic glycolysis, the energy of 3,000 humans at 

maximum oxidative metabolic energy production. This explains how many large species have 

managed to compete with their more active neighbors: the compensation for a low oxidative 

metabolic rate is glycolysis. 

There are limitations, however, to this compensation. The glycogen reserves of any animal are good, 

at most, for only about two minutes at maximum effort, after which only the. normal oXIdative 

metabolic source of energy remains. With the conclusion of a burst of activity, the lactic acid level is 

high in the body fluids, leaving the large animal vulnerable to attack until the acid is reconverted, via 

oxidative metabolism, by the liver into glucose, which is then sent (in part) back to the muscles for 

glycogen resynthesis. During this process, the enormous energy debt that the animal has run up 

through anaerobic glycolysis must be repaid, a debt that is proportionally much greater for the larger 

vertebrates than for the smaller ones. Whereas the tiny shrew can replace in minutes the glycogen 

used for maximum effort, for example, the gigantic dinosaur would have required more than three 

weeks. It might seem that this interminably long recovery time in a large vertebrate would prove a 

grave disadvantage for survival. Fortunately, muscle glycogen is used only when needed and even 

then only in whatever quantity is necessary. Only in times of panic or during mortal combat would 

the entire reserves be consumed. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.04 The primary purpose of the passage is to 

(A) refute a misconception about anaerobic glycolysis 

(B) introduce a new hypothesis about anaerobic glycolysis 

(C) describe the limitations of anaerobic glycolysis 

(D) analyze the chemistry of anaerobic glycolysis and its similarity to oxidative metabolism 

(E) explain anaerobic glycolysis and its effects on animal survival 
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Q.05  According to the author, glycogen is crucial to the process of anaerobic glycolysis because 
glycogen 

(A) increases the organism's need for ATP 

(B) reduces the amount of A TP in the tissues 

(C) is an inhibitor of the oxidative metabolic production of ATP 

(D) ensures that the synthesis of A TP will occur speedily 

(E) is the material from which ATP is derived 

 

Q.06 According to the author, a major limitation of anaerobic glycolysis is that it can 

(A) produce in large animals more lactic acid than the liver can safely reconvert 

(B) necessitate a dangerously long recovery period in large animals 

(C) produce energy more slowly than it can be used by large animals 

(D) consume all of the available glycogen regardless of need 

(E) reduce significantly the rate at which energy is produced by oxidative metabolism 

 

Q.07 The passage suggests that the total anaerobic energy reserves of a vertebrate are 
proportional to the vertebrate's size because 

(A) larger vertebrates conserve more energy than smaller vertebrates 

(B) larger vertebrates use less oxygen per unit weight than smaller vertebrates 

(C) the ability of a vertebrate to consume food is a function of its size 

(D) the amount of muscle tissue in a vertebrate is directly related to its size 

(E) the size of a vertebrate is proportional to the quantity of energy it can utilize 

 

For Question 8 and 9, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

  

Q.08  The author suggests that, on the basis of energy production, a 100-ton dinosaur would have 
been markedly vulnerable to which of the following? 

(A) Repeated attacks by a single smaller, more active adversary 

(B) Sustained attack by numerous smaller, more active adversaries 

(C) An attack by an individual adversary of similar size 

 

Q.09 It can be inferred from the passage that the time required to replenish muscle glycogen 
following anaerobic glycolysis is determined by- which of the following factors? 

(A) Rate of oxidative metabolism 

(B) Quantity of lactic acid in the body fluids 

(C) Percentage of glucose that is returned to the muscles 
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Q.10 The author is most probably addressing which of the following audiences? 

(A) College students in an introductory course on animal physiology 

(B) Historians of science investigating the discovery of anaerobic glycolysis 

(C) Graduate students with specialized training in comparative anatomy 

(D) Zoologists interested in prehistoric animals 

(E) Biochemists doing research on oxidative metabolism 

 

Q.11 Which of the following best states the central idea of the passage? 

(A) The disadvantage of a low oxidative metabolic rate in large animals can. Be offset by their 
ability to convert substantial amounts of glycogen into energy. 

(B) The most significant problem facing animals that have used anaerobic glycolysis for 
energy is the resynthesis of its by-product, glucose, into glycogen. 

(C) The benefits to animals of anaerobic glycolysis are offset by the profound costs that must 
be paid. 

(D) The major factor ensuring that a large animal will triumph over a smaller animal is the 
large animal's ability to produce energy via anaerobic glycolysis. 

(E) The great differences that exist in metabolic rates between species of small animals and 
species of large animals can have important effects on the patterns of their activities. 
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PASSAGE 3 

Reviving the practice of using elements of popular music in classical composition, an approach that 

had been in hibernation in the United States during the 1960s, composer Philip Glass (born 1937) 

embraced the ethos of popular music in his compositions. Glass based two symphonies on music 

by rock musicians David Bowie and Brian Eno, but the symphonies' sound is distinctively his. 

Popular elements do not appear out of place in Glass's classical music, which from its early days 

has shared certain harmonies and rhythms with rock music. Yet this use of popular elements has 

not made Glass a composer of popular music. His music is not a version of popular music packaged 

to attract classical listeners; it is high art for listeners steeped in rock rather than the classics. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.12 The passage addresses which of the following issues related to Glass's use of popular 
elements in his classical compositions? 

(A) How it is regarded by listeners who prefer rock to the classics 

(B) How it has affected the commercial success of Glass's music 

(C) Whether it has contributed to a revival of interest among other composers in using popular 
elements in their compositions 

(D) Whether it has had a detrimental effect on Glass's reputation as a composer of 
classical music 

(E) Whether it has caused certain of Glass's works to be derivative in quality  

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.13  The passage suggests that Glass's work displays which of the following qualities? 

(A) return to the use of popular music in classical compositions 

(B) An attempt to elevate rock music to an artistic status more closely approximating that of 
classical music 

(C) A long-standing tendency to incorporate elements from two apparently disparate 
musical styles 

 

Q.14 Select the sentence that distinguishes two ways of integrating rock and classical music.  
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PASSAGE 4 

Seeking a competitive advantage, some professional service firms (for example, firms providing 

advertising, accounting, or health care services) have considered offering unconditional guarantees 

of satisfaction. Such guarantees specify what clients can expect and what the firm will do if it fails to 

fulfill these expectations. Particularly with first-time clients, an unconditional guarantee can be an 

effective marketing tool if the client is very cautious, the firm's fees are high, the negative 

consequences of bad service are grave, or business is difficult to obtain through referrals and word-

of-mouth. 

However, an unconditional guarantee can sometimes hinder marketing efforts. With its implication 

that failure is possible, the guarantee may, paradoxically, cause clients to doubt the service firm's 

ability to deliver the promised level of service. It may conflict with a firm's desire to appear 

sophisticated or may even suggest that a firm is begging for business. In legal and health care 

services, it may mislead clients by suggesting that lawsuits or medical procedures will have 

guaranteed outcomes. Indeed, professional service firms with outstanding reputations and 

performance to match have little to gain from offering unconditional guarantees. And any firm that 

implements an unconditional guarantee without undertaking a commensurate commitment to quality 

of service is merely employing a potentially costly marketing gimmick. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.15 The primary function of the passage as a whole is to 

(A) account for the popularity of a practice 

(B) evaluate the utility of a practice 

(C) demonstrate how to institute a practice 

(D) weigh the ethics of using a strategy 

(E) explain the reasons for pursuing a strategy 

  

Q.16  Which of the following is/are mentioned in the passage as circumstances in which 
professional service firms can benefit from offering an unconditional guarantee: 

 (A) The firm is having difficulty retaining its clients of long standing. 

 (B) The firm is having difficulty getting business through client recommendations. 

 (C) The client is reluctant to incur risk. 

 

Q.17 Which of the following is cited in the passage as a goal of some professional service firms in 
offering unconditional guarantees of satisfaction? 

(A) A limit on the firm’s liability 

(B) Successful competition against other firms 

(C) Ability to justify fee increases 

(D) Attainment of an outstanding reputation in a field 

(E) Improvement in the quality of the firm’s service 
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Q.18 The passage’s description of the issue raised by unconditional guarantees for health care or 
legal services most clearly implies that which of the following is true? 

(A) The legal and medical professionals have standards of practice that would be violated by 
attempts to fulfill such unconditional guarantees. 

(B) The result of a lawsuit of medical procedure cannot necessarily be determined in advance 
by the professionals handling a client’s case. 

(C) The dignity of the legal and medical professions is undermined by any attempts at 
marketing of professional services, including unconditional guarantees. 

(D) Clients whose lawsuits or medical procedures have unsatisfactory outcomes cannot be 
adequately compensated by financial settlements alone. 

(E) Predicting the monetary cost of legal or health care services is more difficult than 
predicting the monetary cost of other types of professional services. 

 

Q.19 Which of the following hypothetical situations best exemplifies the potential problem noted in 
the second sentence of the second paragraph? 

(A) A physician’s unconditional guarantee of satisfaction encourages patients to sue for 
malpractice if they are unhappy with the treatment they receive. 

(B) A lawyer’s unconditional guarantee of satisfaction makes clients suspect that the lawyer 
needs to find new clients quickly to increase the firm’s income. 

(C) A business consultant’s unconditional guarantee of satisfaction is undermined when the 
consultant fails to provide all of the services that are promised. 

(D) An architect’s unconditional guarantee of satisfaction makes clients wonder how often the 
architect’s buildings fail to please clients. 

(E) An accountant’s unconditional guarantee of satisfaction leads clients to believe that tax 
returns prepared by the accountant are certain to be accurate. 

 

Q.20 The passage most clearly implies which of the following about the professional service firms 
mentioned in italics? 

(A) They are unlikely to have offered unconditional guarantees of satisfaction in the past. 

(B) They are usually profitable enough to be able to compensate clients according to the 
terms of an unconditional guarantee. 

(C) They usually practice in fields in which the outcomes are predictable. 

(D) Their fees are usually more affordable than those charged by other professional service 
firms. 

(E) Their clients are usually already satisfied with the quality of service that is deliver. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 5 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 E 

Question 02 D 

Question 03 C 

Question 04 E 

Question 05 E 

Question 06 B 

Question 07 D 

Question 08 Only B 

Question 09 A, B and C 

Question 10 A 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 E 

Question 13 A and C 

Question 14 His music is not a version of popular music 
packaged to attract classical listeners; it is high 
art for listeners steeped in rock rather than 
the classics. 

Question 15 B 

Question 16 B and C 

Question 17 B 

Question 18 B 

Question 19 D 

Question 20 E 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 6 
 
PASSAGE 1 

Preeminent among the hundreds of thousands of images produced by U.S. government-

commissioned photographers during the Great Depression is Dorothea Lange's “Migrant Mother” 

(1936), an impromptu portrait of an impoverished single mother and farm laborer, shown with her 

three young children. Lange's image perfectly captures at once a sense of individual worth and of 

undeserved impoverishment that so many working-class Americans were experiencing at the time. 

Less obvious than its role in promoting the government's New Deal employment policies was the 

photograph's class-victimage message. Lange covertly veiled her commentary on class in the 

image's articulation of gender and family relations and in its allusion to religious imagery: the 

photograph's compositional similarities to traditional paintings of the Madonna and Child are 

undeniable. 

Lange, a prolific photojournalist, was no doubt concerned chiefly with documenting the plight of 

working-class people during the Depression. Yet the publication of the "Migrant Mother" and the 

immediate and extensive publicity surrounding it turned out to mark an important transitional 

moment in public art. Lange's image is seen as the first significant transcription of the iconic 

Madonna and Child from painting to photography, and from the Mother of Christ to an anonymous 

working-class woman. Both shifts demonstrate how traditional iconic images can be translated from 

religious to secular art and from fine-arts institutions to public media. Indeed, far more has been 

written about the iconic appeal of the "Migrant Mother" than about its social and political messages. 

 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.01 Which of the following issues about Lange and her image of the "Migrant Mother" does the 
passage address? 

(A) Whether the photograph's similarity to an iconic religious image was intended by Lange 

(B) Whether it was appropriate for Lange to incorporate religious imagery into a government-
commissioned work   

(C) Whether Lange's personal attitudes toward class difference played a part in her choice of 
the photograph's specific subject  

 

Q.02  Select the sentence in the passage that best underscores the influence of Lange's "Migrant 
Mother" within the field of photographic art. 
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PASSAGE 2 

Modern archaeological finds can still contribute much to the study of ancient literature. For example, 

forty years ago a survey of the early Greek dramatist Aeschylus' plays would have started with The 

Suppliant Women. Many factors internal to the play, but perhaps most especially the prominence of 

the chorus (which in this play has the main role), led scholars to consider it one of Aeschylus' earlier 

works. The consensus was that here was a drama truly reflecting an early stage in the evolution of 

tragedy out of choral lyric. The play was dated as early as the 490's B.C., in any event, well before 

Aeschylus' play The Persians of 472 B.C. Then, in 1952, a fragment of papyrus found at 

Oxyrhynchus was published stating the official circumstances and results of a dramatic contest. The 

fragment announced that Aeschylus won first prize with his Danaid tetralogy, of which The Suppliant 

Women is the opening play, and defeated Sophocles in the process. Sophocles did not compete in 

any dramatic contest before 468 B.C., when he won his first victory. Hence, except by special 

pleading (e.g., that the tetralogy was composed early in Aeschylus' career but not produced until 

the 460's B.C.), the Danaid tetralogy must be put after 468 B.C. In addition, a few letters in the 

fragment suggest the name Archedemides, archon in 463 B.C., thus perhaps tying the plays to that 

precise date, almost exactly halfway between Aeschylus' Seven Against Thebes of 467 B.C. and 

his Oresteia. 

The implication of the papyrus administered 'a severe shock to the vast majority of classical 

scholars, who had confidently asserted that not only the role of the chorus but also language, 

metrics, and characterization all pointed to an early date. The discovery has resulted in no less than 

a total re-evaluation of every chronological criterion that has been applied to or derived from 

Aeschylus' plays. The activity has been brisk, and a new creed has now spread. The prominence 

of the chorus in The Suppliant Women now is seen not as a sign of primitivism but as analogous to 

the massive choral songs of the Oresteia. Statistics have been formulated, or reformulated, to show 

that stylistically The Suppliant Women does actually occupy a position after The Persians and Seven 

Against Thebes, which now become the "primitive plays, and before the Oresteia. While the new 

doctrine seems almost certainly correct, the one papyrus fragment raises the spectre that another 

may be unearthed, showing, for instance, that it was a posthumous production of the Danaid 

tetralogy which bested Sophocles, and throwing the date once more into utter confusion. This is 

unlikely to happen, but it warns us that perhaps the most salutary feature of the papyrus scrap is Its 

message of the extreme difficulty of classifying and categorizing rigidly the development of a creative 

artist. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.03 The author of the passage focuses primarily on 

(A) discussing a series of modern archaeological finds and their impact on the study of Greek 
literature 

(B) recounting the effect of one archaeological find on modern ideas concerning a particular 
author's work 

(C) giving a definitive and coherent account of the chronology of a particular author's work 

(D) illustrating the many varieties of difficulties involved in establishing facts concerning 
ancient literature 

(E) determining the exact value of archaeological finds in relation to the history of ancient 
literature 
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Q.04 With respect to the study of ancient literature which of the following statements best 
expresses the author's main point concerning modern archaeological finds? 

(A) They can profoundly alter accepted views of ancient literary works, and can encourage 
flexibility in the way scholars look at the creative development of any artist. 

(B) They can be severely shocking and can have a revivifying effect on the study of ancient 
literature, which has recently suffered from a lack of interest on the part of scholars. 

(C) They can raise more questions than they answer and can be unreliable sources of 
information. 

(D) They generally confirm scholars' ideas about ancient literary works and allow them to 
dispense with inferences drawn from the works' internal structure. 

(E) They often undermine scholarly consensus in certain areas and create utter confusion 
concerning an author's work  

 

Q.05  According to the passage, in the absence of definite knowledge concerning the dates of 
composition of ancient literary works, literary historians do which of the following when trying 
to establish the chronology of an author's work? 

(A) Make assumptions about a single work's date of composition if such assumptions would, 
not seriously affect interpretations of other works by the same author. 

(B) Draw inferences concerning the date of a work's composition based on evidence internal 
to that work and on the author's other works. 

(C) Ignore the date of a work's composition which is supplied by archaeological research 
when literary factors internal to the work contradict that date. ' 

(D) Refrain from speculation concerning a work’s date of composition unless archaeological 
finds produce information concerning it. 

(E) Estimate the date of a work's composition without attempting to relate it to the author's 
development as an artist. 

 

Q.06 It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following plays or groups of plays is 
considered the latest in the date of its composition? 

(A) The Persians 

(B) The Danaid tetralogy 

(C) The Oresteia 

(D) Seven Against Thebes 

(E) The Suppliant Women 
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Q.07 With which of the following statements regarding the chronological criteria (highlighted) would 
the author be most likely to agree? 

(A) Such criteria, whether applied to or derived from the plays, should only be used to confirm 
already existing knowledge. 

(B) Such criteria, although derived from reliable external and internal evidence, should be 
changed continually to avoid rigidity in. thinking. 

(C) Such criteria, based on statistical analysis, are inherently more reliable than those of forty 
years ago. 

(D) Such criteria, even when unsupported by external evidence, can resolve most questions. 

(E) Such criteria, based on often ambiguous internal evidence, can lead to erroneous 
reconstructions of the chronology of an author's work. 

 

Q.08 The author's attitude toward the "activity” (highlighted) and its consequences can best be 
described as one of 

(A) amused tolerance  

(B) mocking envy 

(C) grave doubt  

(D) angry disapproval 

(E) unrestrained enthusiasm 

 

Q.09 The allusion to the hypothetical papyrus fragment (highlighted) does which of the following? 

(A) Supports an argument 'concerning the date of The Suppliant Women. 

(B) Refutes the views of the majority of scholars concerning the Oxyrhynchus papyrus find. 

(C) Predicts the future results of archaeological research proposed in the passage. 

(D) Undermines the validity of the currently accepted chronology of Aeschylus' works. 

(E) Qualifies the author's agreement with the "new creed" developed since the Oxyrhynchus 
papyrus find. 
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PASSAGE 3 

The levels of dissolved oxygen in the world’s ocean waters are declining precipitously. Just like 

humans, fish need oxygen to survive, and so in ocean areas experiencing significant levels of 

oxygen scarcity, or hypoxia, fish populations are plummeting. Although some hypoxic areas, called 

“dead zones,” occur naturally, hypoxia in coastal areas and inland waters is caused mainly by 

agricultural run-off and by discharge of industrial waste waters. More than one-hundred permanent 

dead zones, many covering thousands of square miles, exist worldwide today. 

Since reproductive success is the most critical factor in the sustainability of any species, the extent 

of this threat to marine life and genetic diversity can hardly be overstated. After several months in 

hypoxic waters, female fish produce fewer eggs. Moreover, hypoxic conditions serve to alter the 

normal ratio between two particular hormones manufactured during the embryonic stage when a 

fish’s gender is determined. During gestation and under these conditions, the mother produces more 

testosterone (and less estradiol), which inhibits the development of female reproductive organs and 

other female characteristics in the embryo, while promoting the development of male traits. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.10 The author would probably view the developments discussed in the passage as 

(A) alarming 

(B) puzzling 

(C) unsurprising 

(D) encouraging 

(E) unexpected 

 

Q.11  Which of the following is the best title for the passage? 

(A) Why are Fish Gender Ratios Changing so Rapidly? 

(B) The Dangers of Industrial Waste-water Runoff 

(C) A Prescription for Reversing Hypoxia Levels 

(D) What Causes Birth Defects in Salt-water Fish? 

(E) Dead Zones: Their Causes and Consequences 
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PASSAGE 4 

It was once assumed that all living things could be divided into two fundamental and exhaustive 

categories. Multicellular plants and animals, as well as many unicellular organisms, are eukaryotic—

their large, complex cells have a well-formed nucleus and many organelles. On the other hand, the 

true bacteria are prokaryotic cells, which are simple and lack a nucleus. The distinction between 

eukaryotes and bacteria, initially defined in terms of subcellular structures visible with a microscope, 

was ultimately carried to the molecular level. Here prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells have many 

features in common. For instance, they translate genetic information into proteins according to the 

same type of genetic coding. But even where the molecular processes are the same, the details in 

the two forms are different and characteristic of the respective forms. For example, the amino acid 

sequences of various enzymes tend to be typically prokaryotic or eukaryotic. The differences 

between the groups and the similarities within each group made it seem certain to most biologists 

that the tree of life had only two stems. Moreover, arguments pointing out the extent of both structural 

and functional differences between eukaryotes and true bacteria convinced many biologists that the 

precursors of the eukaryotes must have diverged from the common ancestor before the bacteria 

arose. 

Although much of this picture has been sustained by more recent research, it seems fundamentally 

wrong in one respect. Among the bacteria, there are organisms that are significantly different both 

from the cells of eukaryotes and from the true bacteria, and it now appears that there are three 

stems in the tree of life. New techniques for determining the molecular sequence of the RNA of 

organisms have produced evolutionary information about the degree to which organisms are related, 

the time since they diverged from a common ancestor, and the reconstruction of ancestral versions 

of genes. These techniques have strongly suggested that although the true bacteria indeed form a 

large coherent group, certain other bacteria, the archaebacteria, which are also prokaryotes and 

which resemble true bacteria, represent a distinct evolutionary branch that far antedates the 

common ancestor of all true bacteria. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.12 The passage is primarily concerned with 

(A) detailing the evidence that has led most biologists to replace the trichotomous picture of 
living organisms with a dichotomous one 

(B) outlining the factors that have contributed to the current hypothesis concerning the 
number of basic categories of living organisms 

(C) evaluating experiments that have resulted in proof that the prokaryotes are more ancient 
than had been expected 

(D) summarizing the differences in structure and function found among true bacteria, 
archaebacteria, and eukaryotes 

(E) formulating a hypothesis about the mechanisms of evolution that resulted in the ancestors 
of the prokaryotes 
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Q.13  According to the passage, investigations of eukaryotic and prokaryotic cells at the molecular 
level supported the conclusion that: 

(A) most eukaryotic organisms are unicellular 

(B) complex cells have well-formed nuclei 

(C) prokaryotes and eukaryotes form two fundamental categories 

(D) subcellular structures are visible with a microscope 

(E) prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells have similar enzymes 

 

Q.14 According to the passage, which of the following statements about the two-category 
hypothesis is likely to be true? 

(A) It is promising because it explains the presence of true bacteria-like organisms such as 
organelles in eukaryotic cells. 

(B) It is promising because it explains why eukaryotic cells, unlike prokaryotic cells, tend to 
form multicellular organisms. 

(C) It is flawed because it fails to account for the great variety among eukaryotic organisms. 

(D) It is flawed because it fails to account for the similarity between prokaryotes and 
eukaryotes 

(E) It is flawed because it fails to recognize an important distinction among prokaryotes. 

 

Q.15 It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following have recently been compared 
in order to clarify the fundamental classifications of living things? 

(A) The genetic coding in true bacteria and that in other prokaryotes 

(B) The organelle structures of archaebacteria, true bacteria, and eukaryotes 

(C) The cellular structures of multicellular organisms and unicellular organisms 

(D) The molecular sequences in eukaryotic RNA, true bacterial RNA, and archaebacterial 
RNA 

(E) The amino acid sequences in enzymes of various eukaryotic species and those of 
enzymes in archaebacterial species. 

 

Q.16 If the “new techniques” mentioned in italics were applied in studies of biological classifications 
other than bacteria, which of the following is most likely? 

(A) Some of those classifications will have to be re-evaluated. 

(B) Many species of bacteria will be reclassified. 

(C) It will be determined that there are four main categories of living things rather than three. 

(D) It will be found that true bacteria are much older than eukaryotes 

(E) It will be found that there is a common ancestor of the eukaryotes, archaebacteria, and 
true bacteria. 
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Q.17 According to the passage, researchers working under the two-category hypothesis were 
correct in thinking that 

(A) prokaryotes form a coherent group 

(B) the common ancestor of all living things had complex properties 

(C) eukaryotes are fundamentally different from true bacteria 

(D) true bacteria are just as complex as eukaryotes 

(E) ancestral versions of eukaryotic genes functioned differently from their modern 
counterparts 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.18 Which of the following inferences is / are supported by the passage? 

(A) True bacteria form a distinct evolutionary group. 

(B) Archaebacteria are prokaryotes that resemble true bacteria. 

(C) True bacteria and eukaryotes employ similar types of genetic coding. 

 

Q.19 The author’s attitude toward the view that living things are divided into three categories is 
best described as one of 

(A) tentative acceptance 

(B) mild skepticism 

(C) limited denial 

(D) studious criticism 

(E) wholehearted endorsement 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 6 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 A and C 

Question 02 Yet the publication of the "Migrant Mother" and 
the immediate and extensive publicity 
surrounding it turned out to mark an important 
transitional moment in public art. 

Question 03 B 

Question 04 A 

Question 05 B 

Question 06 C 

Question 07 E 

Question 08 A 

Question 09 E 

Question 10 A 

Question 11 E 

Question 12 B 

Question 13 C 

Question 14 E 

Question 15 D 

Question 16 A 

Question 17 C 

Question 18 A, B and C 

Question 19 A 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 7 
 
PASSAGE 1 

Students of United States history, seeking to identify the circumstances that encouraged the 

emergence of feminist movements, have thoroughly investigated the mid-nineteenth-century 

American' economic and social conditions that affected the status of women. These historians, 

however, have analyzed less fully the development of specifically feminist ideas and activities during 

the same period. Furthermore, the ideological origins of feminism in the United States have been 

obscured because, even when historians did take into account those feminist ideas and activities 

occurring within the United States, they failed to recognize that feminism was then a truly 

international movement actually centered in Europe, American feminist activists who have been 

described as " solitary" and "individual theorists" were in reality connected to a movement – utopian 

socialism – which was already popularizing feminist ideas in Europe during the two decades that 

culminated in the first women's rights conference held at Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848. Thus, a 

complete understanding of the origins and development of nineteenth-century feminism in the 

United States requires that the geographical focus be widened to include Europe and that the 

detailed study already made of social conditions be expanded to include the ideological 

development of feminism. 

The earliest and most popular of the utopian socialists were the Saint-Simonians. The specifically 

feminist part of Saint-Simonianism has, however, been less studied than the group's contribution to 

early socialism. This is regrettable on two counts. By 1832 feminism was the central concern of 

Saint-Simonianism and entirely absorbed its adherents' energy; hence, by ignoring its feminism, 

European historians have misunderstood Saint-Simonianism. Moreover, since many feminist     

ideas can be traced to Saint-Simonianism, European historians' appreciation of later feminism in 

France and the United States remained limited. 

Saint-Simon's followers, many of whom were women, based their feminism on an interpretation of 

his project to reorganize the globe by replacing brute force with the rule of spiritual powers. The new 

world order would be ruled together by a male, to represent reflection, and a female, to represent 

sentiment. This complementarity reflects the fact that, while the Saint-Simonians did not reject the 

belief that there were innate differences between men and women, they nevertheless foresaw an 

equally important social and political role for both sexes in their utopia. 

Only a few Saint-Simonians opposed a definition of sexual equality based on 'gender distinction. 

This minority believed that individuals of both sexes were born similar in capacity and character, 

and they ascribed male-female differences to socialization and education. The envisioned result of 

both currents of thought, however, was that women would enter public life in the new age and that 

sexual equality would reward men as well as women with an improved way of life. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 It can be inferred that the author considers those historians who describe early feminists in 
the United States as "solitary" to be 

(A) insufficiently familiar with the international origins of nineteenth-century American feminist 
thought 

(B) overly concerned with the regional diversity of feminist ideas in the period before 1848 

(C) not focused narrowly enough in their geographical scope 

(D) insufficiently aware of the ideological consequences of the Seneca Falls conference 

(E) insufficiently concerned with the social conditions out of which feminism developed 

 

Q.02  According to the passage, which of the following is true of the Seneca Falls conference on 
women's rights? 

(A) It was primarily a product of nineteenth-century Saint-Simonian feminist thought. 

(B) It was the work of American activists who were independent of feminists abroad. 

(C) It was the culminating achievement of the utopian socialist movement. 

(D) It was a manifestation of an international movement for social change and feminism. 

(E) It was the final manifestation of the women's rights movement in the United States in the 
nineteenth century. 

 

Q.03 The author's attitude toward most European historians who have studied the Saint-Simonians 
is primarily one of 

(A) approval of the specific focus of their research 

(B) disapproval of their lack of attention to the issue that absorbed most of the Saint-
Simonians' energy after 1832 

(C) approval of their general focus on social conditions 

(D) disapproval of their lack of attention to links between the Saint- Simonians and their 
American counterparts 

(E) disagreement with their interpretation of the Saint-Simonian belief in sexual equality 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.04  Which of the following does the author mention as characteristic of the Saint-Simonians? 

(A) The group included many women among its members. 

(B) The group believed in a world that would be characterized by sexual equality. 

(C) Most members believed that women and men were inherently similar in ability and 
character. 

 

Q.05  It can be inferred from the passage that the Saint-Simonians envisioned a utopian society 
having which of the following characteristics? 

(A) It would most influence the United States. 

(B) It would emphasize dogmatic religious principIes. 

(C) It would be worldwide. 

(D) It would have armies composed of women rather than of men. 

(E) It would continue to develop new feminist ideas. 
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Q.06 It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes that study of Saint-Simonianism 
is necessary for historians of American feminism because such study 

(A) would clarify the ideological origins of those feminist ideas that influenced American 
feminism 

(B) would increase understanding of a movement that deeply influenced the utopian socialism 
of early American feminists 

(C) would focus attention on the most important aspect of Saint-Simonian thought before 
1832 

(D) promises to offer insight into a movement that was a direct outgrowth of the Seneca Falls 
conference of 1848 

(E) could increase understanding of those ideals that absorbed most of the energy of the 
earliest American feminists 

 

Q.07  According to the passage, which of the following would be the most accurate description of 
the society envisioned by most Saint-Simonians? 

(A) A society in which women were highly regarded for their extensive education 

(B) A society in which the two genders played complementary roles and had equal status 

(C) A society in which women did not enter public life  

(D) A social order in which a body of men and women would rule together on the basis of 
their spiritual power 

(E) A social order in which distinctions between male and female would not exist and all would 
share equally in political power 
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PASSAGE 2 

The past decade has seen a statistically significant uptick in reports of the bacterial strains known 

as “super-bugs,” so called not because of enhanced virulence, but because of their resistance to 

many antimicrobial agents. In particular, researchers have become alarmed about NDM-1 (New 

Delhi metallo-beta-lactamase), which is not a single bacterial species, but a transmittable genetic 

element encoding multiple resistance genes. A resistance “cocktail” such as NDM-1 could bestow 

immunity to a bevy of pre-existing drugs simultaneously, rendering the bacterium nearly 

impregnable. However, in spite of the well-documented dangers posed by antibiotic-resistant 

bacteria, many scientists argue that the human race has more to fear from viruses. Whereas bacteria 

reproduce asexually through binary fission, viruses lack the necessary structures for reproduction, 

and so are known as “intracellular obligate parasites.” Virus particles called virions must marshal 

the host cell’s ribosomes, enzymes, and other cellular machinery in order to propagate. Once 

various viral components have been built, they bind together randomly in the cellular cytoplasm. The 

newly finished copies of the virus break through the cellular membrane, destroying the cell in the 

process. Because of this, viral infections cannot be treated ex post facto in the same way that 

bacterial infections can, since antivirals designed to kill the virus could do critical damage to the host 

cell itself. In fact, viruses can infect bacteria (themselves complete cells), but not the other way 

around. For many viruses, such as that responsible for the common cold sore, remission rather than 

cure is the goal of currently available treatment. While the insidious spread of drug-resistant bacteria 

fuelled by overuse of antibiotics in agriculture is nothing to be sneezed at, bacteria lack the potential 

for cataclysm that viruses have. The prominent virologist Nathan Wolfe considers human 

immunodeficiency virus (HIV), which has resulted in the deaths of more than thirty million people 

and infected twice that 25 number, “the biggest near-miss of our lifetime.” Despite being the most 

lethal pandemic in history, HIV could have caused far worse effects. It is only fortunate 

happenstance that this virus cannot be transmitted through respiratory droplets, as can the viruses 

that cause modern strains of swine flu (H1N1), avian flu (H5N1), and SARS. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.08 The main purpose of the passage can be expressed most accurately by which of the 
following? 
(A) To contrast the manner by which bacteria and viruses infect the human body and cause 
cellular damage 

(B) To explain the operations by which viruses use cell machinery to propagate 
(C) To argue for additional resources to combat drug-resistant bacteria and easily 
transmissible pathogenic viruses 

(D) To highlight the good fortune experienced by the human race, in that the HIV pandemic 
has not been more lethal 

(E) To compare the relative dangers of two biological threats and judge one of them to be far 
more important 
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Q.09 According to the passage, infections by bacteria 

(A) result from asexual reproduction through binary fission 

(B) can be treated ex post facto 

(C) can be rendered vulnerable by a resistance cocktail such as NDM-1 

(D) are rarely cured by currently available treatments, but rather only put into remission 

(E) mirror those by viruses, in that they can both do critical damage to the host cell 

 

Q.10  According to the passage, intracellular obligate parasites 

(A) are unable to propagate themselves on their own 

(B) assemble their components randomly out of virions 

(C) reproduce themselves through sexual combination with host cells 

(D) have become resistant to antibiotics through the overuse of these drugs 

(E) construct necessary reproductive structures out of destroyed host cells 
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PASSAGE 3 

While art historians do not necessarily agree on the date of the birth of modern art, they do agree 

that mid-nineteenth century French art shows a clear and distinct break from tradition. Pressed to 

point to a single picture that represents the vanguard of the modern art movement, art historians will 

often point to Courbet’s The Painter’s Studio. 

The peculiar subtitle of Courbet’s work, “Real allegory summing up a seven-year period of my life” 

confirms that Courbet was striving to do something strikingly original with his work. The argument 

has been made that the painting struck a blow for the independence of the artist, and that since 

Courbet’s work, artists have felt freed from the societal demands placed upon their work. Paintings 

prior to Courbet’s time were most often focused on depicting events from the Bible, history, or 

literature. With his singular painting, Courbet promulgated the idea that an artist is capable of 

representing only that which he can experience through his senses of sight and touch; the true artist 

will then be compelled to make his representation as simply and directly as possible. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.11 Which of the following would most effectively replace the word promulgated as it is used in 
the context of the passage? 

(A) Displayed 

(B) Disseminated 

(C) Proclaimed 

(D) Concealed 

(E) Secreted 

 

Q.12  Select the sentence in the passage that best explains the effect of Courbet’s work on other 
artists. 

 

Q.13 The effect that Courbet had on painting is most analogous to which situation? 

(A) An avant-garde writer who subverts novelistic conventions 

(B) A machinist who tinkers and improves his invention 

(C) A watercolor painter who paints in the same style as his peers 

(D) A scientist who comes up with a unified theory of several discordant scientific ideas 

(E) A seamstress who makes a ball gown using several different types of fabric 
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PASSAGE 4 

According to the conventional view, serfdom in nineteenth-century Russia inhibited economic 

growth. In this view Russian peasants' status as serfs kept them poor through burdensome taxes in 

cash, in labor, and in kind; through restrictions on mobility; and through various forms of coercion. 

Melton, however, argues that serfdom was perfectly compatible with economic growth, because 

many Russian serfs were able to get around landlords' rules and regulations. If serfs could pay for 

passports, they were usually granted permission to leave the estate. If they could pay the fine, they 

could establish a separate household; and if they had the resources, they could hire laborers to 

cultivate the communal lands, while they themselves engaged in trade or worked as migrant laborers 

in cities. 

For the following questions, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 

Q.14 It can be inferred from the passage that the "rules and regulations" affecting serfdom in 
Russia involved  

(A) responsibility for the work needed to accomplish certain defined tasks  

(B) restrictions on freedom of movement 

(C) limitations on the ability to set up an independent household  

 

Q.15  The italicised sentence has which of the following functions in the passage? 

(A) It provides support for an argument presented in the preceding sentence.  

(B) It provides evidence that helps undermine a view introduced in the first sentence.  

(C) It raises a question that the succeeding sentence will resolve.  
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PASSAGE 5 

Ozone has potential negative impacts on human health and vegetation, and also acts as an 

important greenhouse gas. Background ozone levels in western Ireland have shown a steady 

increase over the past two decades. During the same period, the relative contribution to these 

increasing ozone levels from air over the North Atlantic has also significantly grown. Deposition of 

ozone to surface ocean waters via physical uptake and chemical reactions in the surface layer likely 

constitute a significant, albeit highly variable “buffer” curtailing the rate of ozone increase in this 

region. Past tests have shown the ocean surface to be adept at absorbing ozone from the 

surrounding air. But researchers have recently completed studies that show that the ocean near the 

coast of western Ireland has surprisingly low levels of ozone at the surface. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.16 Which of the following, if true, best reconciles the apparent discrepancy presented in the 
passage? 
(A) Certain corn plants have been shown to have a higher yield in areas with a greater ozone 
concentration than normal. 

(B) Historical ozone measurements in Ireland were made with an outdated, less accurate 
methodology. 

(C) Ozone levels in the North Atlantic, though higher than the world average, have been 
shown to have no harmful effects on birds native to that region. 

(D) Ozone, once absorbed by the surface of the ocean, can migrate to surrounding 
environments. 

(E) Once the ozone concentration in a region reaches a certain level, it is difficult for that 
region to retain more ozone. 

 

Q.17 In the context in which it appears, “adept” most nearly means 

(A) deficient 

(B) adaptable 

(C) inept 

(D) mundane 

(E) proficient  

 

Q.18 The author of the passage mentions the background ozone levels in western Ireland primarily 
in order to 

(A) support the correlation between the ocean’s buffering effect and the levels of background 
ozone in western Ireland  

(B) argue in favor of curtailing processes that add greenhouse gases to the environment 

(C) indicate that western Ireland is a unique region in that its ozone concentration has risen 
steadily over the years 

(D) assert that the buffering effect of the ocean in the region may be due to surface 
temperature 

(E) provide context in which to consider the findings of the recent studies 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 7 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 A 

Question 02 D 

Question 03 B 

Question 04 A, B 

Question 05 C 

Question 06 A 

Question 07 B 

Question 08 E 

Question 09 B 

Question 10 A 

Question 11 C 

Question 12 The argument has been made that the painting 
struck a blow for the independence of the artist 
and that since Courbet’s work, artists have felt 
free from the societal demands placed upon 
their work.  

Question 13 A 

Question 14 A, B, C 

Question 15 A, B 

Question 16 D 

Question 17 E 

Question 18 E 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 8 
 
PASSAGE 1 

What causes a helix in nature to appear with either a dextral ("right-handed," or clockwise) twist or 

a sinistral ("left-handed,” or counterclockwise) twist is one of the most intriguing puzzles in the 

science of form. Most spiral-shaped snail species are predominantly dextral. But at one time, 

handedness (twist direction of the shell) was equally distributed within some snail species that have 

become predominantly dextral or, in a few species, predominantly sinistral. What mechanisms 

control handedness and keep left-handedness rare? 

It would seem unlikely that evolution should discriminate against sinistral snails if sinistral and dextral 

snails are exact mirror images, for any disadvantage that a sinistral twist in itself could confer on -

its possessor is almost inconceivable. But left- and right-handed snails are not actually true mirror 

images of one another. Their shapes are noticeably different. Sinistral rarity might, then, be a 

consequence of possible disadvantages conferred by these other concomitant structural 

features. In addition, perhaps left- and right-handed snails cannot mate with each other, having 

incompatible twist directions. Presumably, an individual of the rarer form would have relative 

difficulty in finding a mate of the same hand, thus keeping the rare form rare or creating 

geographically separated right- and left-handed populations. 

But this evolutionary mechanism combining dissymmetry, anatomy, and chance does not provide 

an adequate explanation of why right-handedness should have become predominant. It does not 

explain, for example, why the infrequent unions between snails of opposing hands produce fewer 

offspring of the rarer than the commoner form in species where each parent contributes equally to 

handedness. Nor does it explain why, in a species where one parent determines handedness, a 

brood is not exclusively right- or left-handed when the offspring would have the same genetic 

predisposition. In the European pond snail Lymnaea peregra, a predominantly dextral species 

whose handedness is maternally determined, a brood might be expected to be exclusively right- or 

left-handed-and this often occurs. However, some broods possess a few snails of the opposing 

hand, and in predominantly sinistral broods, the incidence of dextrality is surprisingly high. 

Here, the evolutionary theory must defer to a theory based on an explicit developmental mechanism 

that can favor either right- or left-handedness. In the case of Lymnaea peregra, studies indicate that 

a dextral gene is expressed during egg formation; i.e., before egg fertilization, the gene produces a 

protein, found in the cytoplasm of the egg, that controls the pattern of cell division and thus 

handedness. In experiments, an injection of cytoplasm from dextral eggs changes the pattern of 

sinistral eggs, but an injection from sinistral eggs does not influence dextral eggs. One explanation 

for the differing effects is that all Lymnaea peregra eggs begin left-handed but most switch to being 

right-handed. Thus, the path to a solution to the puzzle of handedness in all snails appears to be as 

twisted as the helix itself. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 Which of the following would serve as an example of "concomitant structural features" that 
might disadvantage a snail of the rarer form? 

(A) A shell and body that are an exact mirror image of a snail of the commoner form 

(B) A smaller population of the snails of the rarer form 

(C) A chip or fracture in the shell caused by an object falling on it 

(D) A pattern on the shell that better camouflages it 

(E) A smaller shell opening that restricts mobility and ingestion relative to that of a snail of the 
commoner form 

 

Q.02  The second paragraph of the passage is primarily concerned with offering possible reasons 
why 

(A) it is unlikely that evolutionary mechanisms could discriminate against sinistral snails 

(B) sinistrality is relatively uncommon among snail species 

(C) dextral and sinistral populations of a snail species tend to intermingle 

(D) a theory based on a developmental mechanism inadequately accounts for the 
predominance of dextrality across snail species 

(E) dextral snails breed more readily than sinistral snails, even within predominantly sinistral 
populations 

 

Q.03 In describing the "evolutionary mechanism", the author mentions which of the following? 

(A) The favorable conditions for nurturing new offspring 

(B) The variable environmental conditions that affect survival of adult snails 

(C) The availability of potential mates for breeding 

(D) The structural identity of offspring to parents of the same hand 

(E) The frequency of unions between snails of different species 

 

Q.04  According to the passage, which of the following is true of Lymnaea peregra? 

(A) Handedness within the species was at one time equally distributed between left and right. 

(B) Under laboratory conditions, dextral eggs from Lymnaea peregra can be artificially 
induced to develop into sinistral snails. 

(C) Broods of Lymnaea peregra are, without variation, exclusively sinistral or dextral. 

(D) Handedness in Lymnaea peregra offspring is determined by only one of the parents. 

(E) Geographic factors have played a larger role than has genetics in the evolution of the 
species. 

 

Q.05  The passage implies that in Lymnaea peregra, there will generally be 

(A) more offspring of the nondominant hand in broods where handedness is determined after, 
rather than before, fertilization 

(B) a sinistral gene that produces a protein in the cytoplasm of the egg cell 

(C) fewer sinistral offspring in dextral broods than dextral offspring in sinistral broods 

(D) equal numbers of exclusively left- and righthanded broods 

(E) an increasing occurrence of left-handedness in successive broods 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 8  268 
 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.06 It can be inferred from the passage that a predominantly sinistral snail species might stay 
predominantly sinistral for which of the following reasons? 

(A) a developmental mechanism that affects the cell-division pattern of snails 

(B) structural features that advantage dextral snails of the species 

(C) a relatively small number of snails of the same hand for dextral snails of the species to 
mate with 

 

Q.07  Which of the following accurately describes the relationship between the evolutionary and 
developmental theories discussed in the passage? 

(A) Although the two theories reach the same conclusion, each is based on different 
assumptions. 

(B) They present contradictory explanations of the same phenomenon. 

(C) The second theory accounts for certain phenomena that the first cannot explain. 

(D) The second theory demonstrates why the first is valid only for very unusual, special cases. 

(E) They are identical and interchangeable in that the second theory merely restates the first 
in less technical terms.  
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PASSAGE 2 

Stars create energy through the process of fusion. When a star explodes—a phenomenon called a 

supernova—so much energy is released that heavy metals such as iron and gold are formed, 

seeding surrounding hydrogen clouds. Newer stars therefore contain more heavy elements in their 

atmospheres. Heavy elements form the materials that make up our planet (and even human bodies). 

It is believed that for a system of planets such as our solar system to form around a star during cloud 

contraction, the presence of these heavy elements in the cloud is a necessity.A molecular cloud can 

become unstable and collapse by the force of gravity, overcoming outward thermal pressure of the 

constituent gases. At a given temperature and density, two critical measures of size, Jeans mass 

and Jeans length, can be calculated. If the size of the cloud exceeds either of these critical values, 

gravity will ultimately win, and the probability of eventual cloud contraction is high. However, some 

outside influence is still evidently required for a theoretically unstable cloud to initiate collapse. The 

natural rotation of a galaxy can slowly alter the structure of a cloud, for instance. Surrounding 

supernovae can generate shockwaves powerful enough to affect the debris in other clouds, forcing 

the debris inward and possibly causing contraction to begin. One theory states that density waves 

propagating through spiral structures can also sufficiently stimulate clouds to cause contraction. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.08 Which of the following inferences about our solar system is best supported by the passage? 

(A) Life in the solar system depends on energy from the sun. 

(B) When the system reaches a particular size, it can become unstable and begin to collapse. 

(C) The natural rotation of the galaxy can alter the galaxy’s structure. 

(D) It is believed to have been formed from materials “seeded” into hydrogen clouds. 

(E) It produced so much energy when it was formed that heavy elements were generated. 

 

Q.09 It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following inhibits interstellar cloud 
collapse? 

(A) supernova explosions 

(B) galactic rotation 

(C) thermal pressure 

(D) gravitational force 

(E) density waves 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.10  The author of the passage suggests that cloud contraction may begin in which of the following 
ways? 

(A) through the process of fusion 

(B) explosions of stars within a close enough proximity generate shockwaves that prompt 
contraction in nearby clouds 

(C) debris within a cloud is forced outwards 
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PASSAGE 3 

Surprisingly enough, modern historians have rarely interested themselves in the history of the 

American South in the period before the South began to become self-consciously and distinctively 

"Southern" – the decades after 1815. Consequently, the cultural history of Britain's North American 

empire in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries has been written almost as if the Southern 

colonies had never existed. The American culture that emerged during the Colonial and 

Revolutionary eras has been depicted as having been simply an extension of New England Puritan 

culture. However, Professor Davis has recently argued that the South stood apart from the rest of 

American society during this early period. following its own unique pattern of cultural development. 

The case for Southern distinctiveness rests upon two related premises: first, that the cultural 

similarities among the five Southern colonies were far more impressive than the differences. and 

second, that what made those colonies alike also made them different from the other colonies. The 

first, for which Davis offers an enormous amount of evidence, can be accepted without major 

reservations; the second is far more problematic. 

What makes the second premise problematic is the use of the Puritan colonies as a basis for 

comparison. Quite properly, Davis decries the excessive influence ascribed by historians to the 

Puritans in the formation of American culture. Yet, Davis inadvertently adds weight to such 

ascriptions by using the Puritans as the standard against which to assess the achievements and 

contributions of Southern colonials. Throughout, Davis focuses on the important, and undeniable, 

differences between the Southern and Puritan colonies in motives for and patterns of early 

settlement, in attitudes toward nature and Native Americans, and in the degree of receptivity to 

metropolitan cultural influences. 

However. recent scholarship has strongly suggested that those aspects of early New England 

culture that seem to have been most distinctly Puritan, such as the strong religious orientation and 

the communal impulse, were not even typical of New England as a whole but were largely confined 

to the two colonies of Massachusetts and Connecticut. Thus, what in contrast to the Puritan colonies 

appears to Davis to be peculiarly Southern – acquisitiveness, a strong interest in politics and the 

law, and a tendency to cultivate metropolitan cultural models – was not only more typically English 

than the cultural patterns exhibited by Puritan Massachusetts and Connecticut, but also almost 

certainly characteristic of most other early modern British colonies from Barbados north to Rhode 

Island and New Hampshire. Within the larger framework of American colonial life, then, not the 

Southern but the Puritan colonies appear to have been distinctive, and even they seem to have 

been rapidly assimilating to the dominant cultural patterns by the late Colonial period. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.11 The author is primarily concerned with 

(A) refuting a claim about the influence of Puritan culture on the early American South 

(B) refuting a thesis about the distinctiveness of the culture of the early American South 

(C) refuting the two premises that underlie Davis' discussion of the culture of the American 
South in the period before 1815 

(D) challenging the hypothesis that early American culture was homogeneous in nature 

(E) challenging the contention that the American South made greater contributions to early 
American culture than Puritan New England did 
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Q.12 The passage implies that the attitudes toward Native Americans that prevailed in the Southern 
colonies 

(A) were in conflict with the cosmopolitan outlook of the South 

(B) derived from Southerners' strong interest in the law 

(C) were modeled after those that prevailed in the North 

(D) differed from those that prevailed in the Puritan colonies 

(E) developed as a response to attitudes that prevailed in Massachusetts and Connecticut 

 

Q.13 According to the author, the depiction of American culture during the Colonial and 
Revolutionary eras as an extension of New England Puritan culture reflects the 

(A) fact that historians have overestimated the importance of the Puritans in the development 
of American culture 

(B) fact that early American culture was deeply influenced by the strong religious orientation 
of the colonists 

(C) failure to recognize important and undeniable cultural differences between New 
Hampshire and Rhode Island on the one hand and the Southern colonies on the other 

(D) extent to which Massachusetts and Connecticut served as cultural models for the other 
American colonies 

(E) extent to which colonial America resisted assimilating cultural patterns that were typically 
English 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.14 The author of the passage is in agreement with which of the following elements of Davis' 
book? 

(A) Davis' claim that acquisitiveness was a characteristic unique to the South during the 
Colonial period 

(B) Davis' argument that there were significant differences between Puritan and Southern 
culture during the Colonial period 

(C) Davis' thesis that the Southern colonies shared a common culture 

 

Q.15 It can be inferred from the passage that the author would find Davis' second premise more 
plausible if it were true that 

(A) Puritan culture had displayed the tendency characteristic of the South to cultivate 
metropolitan cultural models 

(B) Puritan culture had been dominant in all the non-Southern colonies during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 

(C) the communal impulse and a strong religious orientation had been more prevalent in the 
South 

(D) the various cultural patterns of the Southern colonies had more closely resembled each 
other 

(E) the cultural patterns characteristic of most early modern British colonies had also been 
characteristic of the Puritan colonies 
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Q.16 The passage suggests that by the late Colonial period the tendency to cultivate metropolitan 
cultural models was a cultural pattern that was 

(A) dying out as Puritan influence began to grow 

(B) self-consciously and distinctively Southern 

(C) spreading to Massachusetts and Connecticut 

(D) more characteristic of the Southern colonies than of England 

(E) beginning to spread to Rhode Island and New Hampshire 

 

Q.17 Which of the following statements could most logically follow the last sentence of the 
passage? 

(A) Thus, had more attention been paid to the evidence, 'Davis would not have been tempted 
to argue that the culture of the South diverged greatly from Puritan culture in the seventeenth 
century. 

(B) Thus, convergence, not divergence, seems to have characterized the cultural 
development of the American colonies in the eighteenth century. 

(C) Thus, without the cultural diversity represented by the American South, the culture of 
colonial America would certainly have been homogeneous in nature. 

(D) Thus, the contribution of Southern colonials to American culture was certainly 
overshadowed by that of the Puritans. 

(E) Thus, the culture of America during the Colonial period was far more sensitive to outside 
influences than historians are accustomed to acknowledge. 
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PASSAGE 4 

In 1887, Eugene Dubois began his search in Sumatra for the “missing link”—the being that would 

fill the evolutionary gap between ape and man. He discovered a fossilized human-like thighbone 

and a section of skull. He confirmed that these fossils were of significant age by examining other 

fossils in the same area. The thighbone’s shape indicated that it belonged to a creature that walked 

upright. Dubois estimated the size of the creature’s skull from the skull fragment and concluded that 

this creature’s brain volume was between that of the higher primates and that of current humans. 

Although the concept of “missing link” has changed dramatically and a recent analysis showed 

Dubois’s fossils to be far too recent for humans to have evolved from this “missing link,” the value 

of his discovery and the debate it generated is unquestionable. 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 

Q.18 The passage supplies information to answer which of the following questions? 

(A) What was the approximate age of the fossils found by Dubois? 

(B) Does Dubois’s find meet current definitions of the “missing link”? 

(C) Do the flaws in Dubois’s conclusions invalidate his work? 

 

Q.19  Select the sentence in the passage in which the author reaches a conclusion. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 8 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 E 

Question 02 B 

Question 03 C 

Question 04 D 

Question 05 C 

Question 06 A, C 

Question 07 C 

Question 08 D 

Question 09 C 

Question 10 Only B 

Question 11 B 

Question 12 D 

Question 13 A 

Question 14 B, C 

Question 15 B 

Question 16 C 

Question 17 B 

Question 18 B, C 

Question 19 Although the concept of “missing link” has 
changed dramatically and a recent analysis 
showed Dubois’s fossils to be far too recent for 
humans to have evolved from this “missing link,” 
the value of his discovery and the debate it 
generated is unquestionable. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 9 
 
PASSAGE 1 

For some time scientists have believed that cholesterol plays a major role in heart disease because 

people with familial hypercholesterolemia, a genetic defect, have six to eight times the normal level 

of cholesterol in their blood and they invariably develop heart disease. These people lack cell-

surface receptors for low-density lipo-proteins (LDL's), which are the fundamental carriers of blood 

cholesterol to the body cells that use cholesterol. Without an adequate number of cell-surface 

receptors to remove LDL's from the blood, the cholesterol carrying LDL's remain in the blood, 

increasing blood cholesterol levels. Scientists also noticed that people with familial 

hypercholesterolemia appear to produce more LDL's than normal individuals. How, scientists 

wondered, could a genetic mutation that causes a slowdown in the removal of LDVs from the blood 

also result in an increase in the synthesis of this cholesterol-carrying protein? 

Since scientists could not experiment on human body tissue, their knowledge of familial 

hypercholesterolemia was severely limited. However, a breakthrough came in the laboratories of 

Yoshio Watanabe of Kobe University in Japan in 1980. Watanabe noticed that a male rabbit in his 

colony had ten times the normal concentration of cholesterol in its blood. By appropriate breeding, 

Watanabe obtained a strain of rabbits that had very high cholesterol levels. These rabbits 

spontaneously developed heart disease. To his surprise, Watanabe further found that the rabbits, 

like humans with familial hypercholesterolemia, lacked LDL receptors. Thus, scientists could study 

these Watanabe rabbits to gain a better understanding of familial hypercholesterolemia in humans. 

Prior to the breakthrough at Kobe University, it was known that LDL's are secreted from the liver in 

the form of a precursor, called very low-density lipo-proteins (VLDL's), which carry triglycerides as 

well as relatively small amounts of cholesterol. The triglycerides are removed from the VLDL's by 

fatty and other tissues. What remains is a remnant particle that must be removed from the blood. 

What scientists learned by studying the Watanabe rabbits is that the removal of the VLDL remnant 

requires the LDL receptor. Normally, the majority of the VLDL remnants go to the liver where they 

bind to LDL receptors and are degraded. In the Watanabe rabbit, due to a lack of LDL receptors on 

liver cells, the VLDL remnants remain in the blood and are eventually converted to LDL's. The LDL 

receptors thus have a dual effect in controlling LDL levels. They are necessary to prevent over-

synthesis of LDL's from VLDL remnants and they are necessary for the normal removal of LDL's 

from the blood. With this knowledge, scientists are now well on the way toward developing drugs 

that dramatically lower cholesterol levels in people afflicted with certain forms of familial 

hypercholesterolemia. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 In the passage, the author is primarily concerned with 

(A) presenting a hypothesis and describing compelling evidence in support of it 

(B) raising a question and describing an important discovery that led to an answer 

(C) showing that a certain genetically caused disease can be treated effectively with drugs 

(D) explaining what causes the genetic mutation that leads to heart disease 

(E) discussing the importance of research on animals for the study of human disease 

 

Q.02 Which of the following drugs, if developed, would most likely be an example of the kind of 
drug mentioned in the last sentence? 

(A) A drug that stimulates the production of VLDL remnants 

(B) A drug that stimulates the production of LDL receptors on the liver 

(C) A drug that stimulates the production of an enzyme needed for cholesterol production 

(D) A drug that suppresses the production of body cells that use cholesterol 

(E) A drug that prevents triglycerides from attaching to VLDL's 

 

Q.03 The passage supplies information to answer which of the following questions? 

(A) Which body cells are the primary users of cholesterol? 

(B) How did scientists discover that LDL's are secreted from the liver in the form of a 
precursor? 

(C) Where in the body are VLDL remnants degraded? 

(D) Which body tissues produce triglycerides? 

(E) What techniques are used to determine the presence or absence of cell-surface 
receptors? 

 

Q.04 According to the passage, by studying the Watanabe rabbits scientists learned that 

(A) VLDL remnants are removed from the blood, by LDL receptors in the liver 

(B) LDL's are secreted from the liver in the form of precursors called VLDL's 

(C) VLDL remnant particles contain small amounts of cholesterol 

(D) triglycerides are removed from VLDL's by fatty tissues 

(E) LDL receptors remove LDL's from the blood 

 

Q.05 The development of drug treatments for some form of familial hypercholesterolemia is 
regarded by the author as 

(A) possible, but not very important 

(B) interesting, but too costly to be practical 

(C) promising, but many years off 

(D) extremely unlikely 

(E) highly probable 
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Q.06 The passage implies that if the Watanabe rabbits had had as many LDL receptors on their 
livers as do normal rabbits, the Watanabe rabbits would have been 

(A) less likely than normal rabbits to develop heart disease 

(B) less likely than normal rabbits to develop high concentrations of cholesterol in their blood 

(C) less useful than they actually were to scientists in the study of familial 
hypercholesterolemia in humans 

(D) unable to secrete VLDL's from their livers 

(E) immune to drugs that lower cholesterol levels in people with certain forms of familial 
hypercholesterolemia 

 

Q.07 The passage implies that Watanabe rabbits differ from normal rabbits in which of the following 
ways? 

(A) Watanabe rabbits have more LDL receptors 'than do normal rabbits. 

(B) The blood of Watanabe rabbits contains more VLDL remnants than does the blood of 
normal rabbits. 

(C) Watanabe rabbits have fewer fatty tissues than do normal rabbits. 

(D) Watanabe rabbits secrete lower levels of VLDL's than do normal rabbits. 

(E) The blood of Watanabe rabbits contains fewer LDL's than does the blood of normal 
rabbits.  
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PASSAGE 2 

(The article from which this passage was taken appeared in 1981.) 

When speaking of Romare Bearden, one is tempted to say, "A great Black American artist." The 

subject matter of Bearden's collages is certainly Black. Portrayals of the folk of Mecklenburg County, 

North Carolina, whom he remembers from early childhood, of the jazz musicians. and tenement 

roofs of his Harlem days, of Pittsburgh steelworkers, and his reconstruction of classical Greek myths 

in the guise of the ancient Black kingdom of Benin, attest to this. In natural harmony with this choice 

of subject matter are the social sensibilities of the artist, who remains active today with the Cinque 

Gallery in Manhattan, which he helped found and which is devoted to showing the work of minority       

artists. 

Then why not call Bearden a Black American artist? Because ultimately this categorization is too 

narrow. "What stands up in the end is structure," Bearden says. "What I try to do is amplify. If I were 

just creating a picture of a farm woman from back home, it would have meaning to her and people 

there. But art amplifies itself to something universal." 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.08 According to the passage, which of the following are depicted in Bearden's collages? 

(A) workers in Pittsburgh's steel mills 

(B) scenes set in the ancient kingdom of Benin 

(C) people Bearden knew as a child 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.09 The author suggests that Bearden should not be called a Black American artist because 

(A) there are many collages by Bearden in which the subject matter is not Black 

(B) Bearden's work reflects the Black American experience in a highly individual style 

(C) through the structure of Bearden's art his Black subjects come to represent all of 
humankind 

(D) Bearden's true significance lies not so much in his own work as in his efforts to help other 
minority artists 

(E) much of Bearden's work uses the ancient Black kingdom of Benin for its setting 

 

Q.10  Bearden's social sensibilities and the subject matter of his collages are mentioned by the 
author in order to explain 

(A) why one might be tempted to call Bearden a Black American artist 

(B) why Bearden cannot be readily categorized 

(C) why Bearden's appeal is thought by many to be ultimately universal· 

(D) how deeply an artist's artistic creations are influenced by the artist's social conscience 

(E) what makes Bearden unique among contemporary Black American artists 
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Q.11  The author of the passage is chiefly concerned with 

(A) discussing Bearden's philosophy of art 

(B) assessing the significance of the ethnic element in Bearden's work 

(C) acknowledging Bearden's success in giving artistic expression to the Black American 
experience 

(D) pointing out Bearden's helpfulness to other minority artists 

(E) tracing Bearden's progress toward artistic maturity 
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PASSAGE 3 

In Raisin in the Sun, Lorraine Hansberry does not reject integration or the economic and moral 

promise of the American dream; rather, she remains loyal to this dream while looking, realistically, 

at its incomplete realization. Once we recognize this dual vision, we can accept the play’s ironic 

nuances as deliberate social commentaries by Hansberry rather than as the “unintentional” irony 

that Bigsby attributes to the work. Indeed, a curiously persistent refusal to credit Hansberry with a 

capacity for intentional irony has led some critics to interpret the play’s thematic conflicts as mere 

confusion, contradiction, or eclecticism. Isaacs, for example, cannot easily reconcile Hansberry’s 

intense concern for her race with her ideal of human reconciliation. But the play’s complex view of 

Black self-esteem and human solidarity as compatible is no more “contradictory” than DuBois’ 

famous, well-considered ideal of ethnic self-awareness coexisting with human unity, or Fanon’s 

emphasis on an ideal internationalism that also accommodates national identities and roles. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.12 The author's primary purpose in this passage is to 

(A) explain some critics' refusal to consider Raisin in the Sun a deliberately ironic play 

(B) suggest that ironic nuances ally Raisin in the Sun with Du Bois' and Fanon's writings 

(C) analyze the fundamental dramatic conflicts in Raisin in the Sun 

(D) justify the inclusion of contradictory elements in Raisin in the Sun 

(E) affirm the thematic coherence underlying Raisin in the Sun 

 
Q.13 It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes which of the following about 

Hansberry's use of irony in Raisin in the Sun? 

(A) It derives from Hansberry's eclectic approach to dramatic structure. 

(B) It is justified by Hansberry's loyalty to a favorable depiction of American life. 

(C) It is influenced by the themes of works by Du Bois and Fanon. 

(D) It is more consistent with Hansberry's concern for Black Americans than with her ideal of 
human reconciliation. 

(E) It reflects Hansberry's reservations about the extent to which the American dream has 
been realized. 

 
Q.14 Select the sentence in the passage in which the author of the passage reinforces his criticism 

of responses such as Isaacs' to Raisin in the Sun? 

 
Q.15 The author of the passage would probably consider which of the following judgments to be 

most similar to the reasoning of critics described in lines in Bold? 

(A) The world is certainly flat; therefore, the person proposing to sail around it is 
unquestionably foolhardy. 

(B) Radioactivity cannot be directly perceived; therefore, a scientist could not possibly control 
it in a laboratory. 

(C) The painter of this picture could not intend it to be funny; therefore, its humor must result 
from a lack of skill. 

(D) Traditional social mores are beneficial to culture; therefore, anyone who deviates from 
them acts destructively. 

(E) Filmmakers who produce documentaries deal exclusively with facts; therefore, a 
filmmaker who reinterprets particular events is misleading us. 
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PASSAGE 4 

For hot desert locations with access to seawater, a new greenhouse design generates freshwater 

and cool air. Oriented to the prevailing wind, the front wall of perforated cardboard, moistened and 

cooled by a trickle of seawater pumped in, cools and moistens hot air blowing in. This cool, 

humidified air accelerates plant growth; little water evaporates from leaves. Though greenhouses 

normally capture the heat of sunlight, a double-layered roof, the inner layer coated to reflect infrared 

light outward, allows visible sunlight in but traps solar heat between the two layers. This heated air, 

drawn down from the roof, then mixes with the greenhouse air as it reaches a second seawater-

moistened cardboard wall at the back of the greenhouse. There the air absorbs more moisture, 

which then condenses on a metal wall cooled by seawater, and thus distilled water for irrigating the 

plants collects. 

For the following questions, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
 

Q.16 It can be inferred that the process described in the passage makes use of which of 
the following? 

(A) The tendency of hot air to rise 

(B) The directional movement of wind 

(C) The temperature differential between the sea and the desert 

 

Q.17  It can be inferred that the greenhouse roof is designed to allow for which of the following? 

(A) The avoidance of intense solar heat inside the greenhouse 

(B) The entry of sunlight into the greenhouse to make the plants grow 

(C) The mixture of heated air with greenhouse air to enhance the collection of moisture 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 9  282 
 

PASSAGE 5 

Few mathematical constructs seem as conceptually simple as that of randomness. According to the 

traditional definition, a number is random if it is chosen purely as the result of a probabilistic 

mechanism such as the roll of a fair die. In their ground-breaking work regarding complexity and the 

limitations of formal systems, mathematicians Gregory Chaitin and A.N. Kolmogorov force us to 

consider this last claim more closely. 

Consider two possible outcomes of throwing a fair die three times: first, 1, 6, and 2; second 3, 3, 

and 3. Now let us construct two three-member sets based on the results. Though the first set – 

{1,6,2} — intuitively seems more random than the second — {3,3,3}, they are each as likely to occur, 

and thus according to the accepted definition, must be considered equally random. This unwelcome 

result prompts Chaitin and Kolmogorov to suggest the need for a new standard of randomness, one 

that relies on the internal coherence of the set as opposed to its origin. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.18 Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage as whole? 

(A) A concept is introduced; a traditional definition is put forward; a thought experiment is 
described; a new definition is proposed; the traditional definition is amended as a result. 

(B) A concept is introduced; a traditional definition is supported by authorities; a thought 
experiment is described; the implications of the experiment are discussed. 

(C) A concept is introduced; a traditional definition is considered and rejected; a thought 
experiment is described; a new definition is proposed. 

(D) A concept is introduced; a traditional definition is called into question; a thought 
experiment is described; the implications of the experiment are discussed. 

(E) A concept is introduced; authorities are called in to re-evaluate a definition; a thought 
experiment is described; the implications of the experiment are considered and rejected. 

 

For the following questions, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.19  Which of the following is an inference made in the passage above? 

(A) The results of the same probabilistic mechanism will each be as likely as the other to 
occur. 

(B) According to the traditional definition of randomness, two numbers should be considered 
equally random if they result from the same probabilistic mechanism. 

(C) Different probabilistic mechanisms are likely to result in similar outcomes. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 9 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 B 

Question 02 B 

Question 03 C 

Question 04 A 

Question 05 E 

Question 06 C 

Question 07 B 

Question 08 A, B, C 

Question 09 C 

Question 10 A 

Question 11 B 

Question 12 E 

Question 13 E 

Question 14 But the play’s complex view of Black self-
esteem and human solidarity as compatible is 
no more “contradictory” than DuBois’ famous, 
well-considered ideal of ethnic self-awareness 
coexisting with human unity, or Fanon’s 
emphasis on an ideal internationalism that also 
accommodates national identities and roles. 

Question 15 C 

Question 16 B, C 

Question 17 A, B, C 

Question 18 D 

Question 19 A, B 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 10 
 
PASSAGE 1 

[This passage was excerpted from an article published in 1975.] 

Is the literary critic like the poet, responding creatively, intuitively, subjectively to the written word as 

the poet responds to human experience? Or is the critic more like a scientist, following a series of 

demonstrable, verifiable steps, using an objective method of analysis? 

For the woman who is a practitioner of feminist literary criticism, the subjectivity versus objectivity, 

or critic-as-artist-or-scientist, debate has special significance; for her, the question is not only 

academic, but political as well, and her definition will court special risks whichever side of the issue 

it favors. If she defines feminist criticism as objective and scientific – a valid, verifiable, intellectual 

method that anyone, whether man or woman, can perform – the definition not only precludes the 

critic-as-artist approach, but may also impede accomplishment of the utilitarian political 

objectives of those who seek to change the academic establishment and its thinking, especially 

about sex roles. If she defines feminist criticism as creative and intuitive, privileged as art, then her 

work becomes vulnerable to the prejudices of stereotypic ideas about the ways in which women 

think, and will be dismissed by much of the academic establishment. Because of these prejudices, 

women who use an intuitive approach in their criticism may find themselves charged with inability to 

be analytical, to be objective, or to think critically. Whereas men may be free to claim the role of 

critic-as-artist, women run different professional risks when they choose intuition and private 

experience as critical method and defense. 

These questions are political in the sense that the debate over them will inevitably be less an 

exploration of abstract matters in a spirit of disinterested inquiry than an academic power struggle 

in which the careers and professional fortunes of many women scholars – only now entering the 

academic profession in substantial numbers – will be at stake, and with them the chances for a 

distinctive contribution to humanistic understanding, a contribution that might be an important 

influence against sexism in our society. 

As long as the academic establishment continues to regard objective analysis as "masculine" and 

an intuitive approach as "feminine," the theoretician must steer a delicate philosophical course 

between the two. If she wishes to construct a theory of feminist criticism, she would be well advised 

to place it within the framework of a general theory of the critical process that is neither purely 

objective nor purely intuitive. Her theory is then more likely to be compared and contrasted with 

other theories of criticism with some degree of dispassionate distance. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 Which of the following titles best summarizes the content of the passage? 

(A) How Theories of Literary Criticism Cart Best Be Used 

(B) Problems Confronting Women Who Are Feminist Literary Critics 

(C) A Historical Overview of Feminist Literary Criticism 

(D) A New Theory of Literary Criticism 

(E) Literary Criticism: Art or Science? 

 

For Questions 02 and 03, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.02 It can be inferred that the author believes which of the following about women who are literary 
critics? 

(A) They can make a unique contribution to society. 

(B) They must develop. a new theory of the critical process. 

(C) Their criticisms of literature should be entirely objective. 

 

Q.03 The author specifically mentions which of the following as difficulties that particularly affect 
women who are theoreticians of feminist literary criticism? 

(A) tendency of a predominantly male academic establishment to form preconceptions about 
women 

(B) limitations that are imposed when criticism is defined as objective and scientific 

(C) likelihood that the work of a woman theoretician who claims the privilege of art will be 
viewed with prejudice by some academics 

 

Q.04 According to the author, the debate mentioned in the passage has special significance for 
the woman who is a theoretician of feminist literary criticism for which of the following 
reasons? 

(A) There are large numbers of capable women, working within the academic establishment. 

(B) There are a few powerful feminist critics who have been recognized by the academic 
establishment. 

(C) Like other critics, most women who are literary critics define criticism as either scientific 
or artistic. 

(D) Women who are literary critics face professional risks different from those faced by men 
who are literary critics. 

(E) Women who are literary critics are more likely to participate in the debate than are men 
who are literary critics. 

 

Q.05 Which of the following is presented by the author in support of the suggestion that there is 
stereotypic thinking among members of the academic establishment? 

(A) A distinctively feminist contribution to humanistic understanding could work against the 
influence of sexism among members of the academic establishment. 

(B) Women who define criticism as artistic may be seen by the academic establishment as 
being incapable of critical thinking. 

(C) The debate over the role of the literary 'critic is often seen as a political one. 

(D) Women scholars are only now entering academia in substantial numbers. 

(E) The woman who is a critic is forced to construct a theory of literary criticism. 
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Q.06 Which of the following is most likely to be one of the "utilitarian political objectives"? 

(A) To forge a new theory of literary criticism 

(B) To pursue truth in a disinterested manner 

(C) To demonstrate that women are interested in literary criticism that can be viewed either 
subjectively or objectively 

(D) To convince the academic establishment to revise the ways in which it assesses women 
scholars' professional qualities 

(E) To dissuade women who are literary critics from taking a subjective approach to literary 
criticism 

 

Q.07 It can be inferred that the author would define as "political questions" (third paragraph) that 

(A) are contested largely through contentions over power 

(B) are primarily academic in nature and open to abstract analysis 

(C) are not in themselves important 

(D) cannot be resolved without extensive debate 

(E) will be debated by both men and women 
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PASSAGE 2 

During the 1920s, most advocates of scientific management, Frederick Taylor’s method for 

maximizing workers’ productivity by rigorously routinizing their jobs, opposed the five-day workweek. 

Although scientific managers conceded that reducing hours might provide an incentive to workers, 

in practice they more often used pay differentials to encourage higher productivity. 

Those reformers who wished to embrace both scientific management and reduced hours had to 

make a largely negative case, portraying the latter as an antidote to the rigors of the former. 

In contrast to the scientific managers, Henry Ford claimed that shorter hours led to greater 

productivity and profits. However, few employers matched either Ford’s vision or his specific interest 

in mass marketing a product — automobiles — that required leisure for its use, and few unions 

succeeded in securing shorter hours through bar gaining. At its 1928 convention, the American 

Federation of Labor (AFL) boasted of approximately 165,000 members working five-day, 40-hour 

weeks. But although this represented an increase of about 75,000 since 1926, about 70 percent of 

the total came from five extremely well-organized building trades’ unions. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.08 The passage is primarily concerned with discussing which of the following? 

(A) The relative merits of two points of view regarding a controversy 

(B) The potential benefits to workers in the 1920s of a change in employers’ policies 

(C) The reasons for a labor-management disagreement during the 1920s 

(D) The status of a contested labor issue during the 1920s 

(E) The role of labor unions in bringing about a reform 

 

Q.09 It can be inferred that the author of the passage mentions “automobiles” primarily to suggest 
that 

(A) Ford’s business produced greater profits than did businesses requiring a workweek longer 
than five days 

(B) Ford, unlike most other employers, encouraged his employees to use the products they 
produced 

(C) Ford may have advocated shorter hours because of the particular nature of his business 

(D) unions were more likely to negotiate for shorter hours in some businesses than in others 

(E) automobile workers’ unions were more effective than other unions in securing a five-day 
workweek 
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Q.10  It can be inferred that the author of the passage would probably agree with which of the 
following claims about the boast referred to in lines underlined? 

(A) It is based on a mistaken estimation of the number of AFL workers who were allowed to 
work a five-day, 40-hour week in 1928. 

(B) It could create a mistaken impression regarding the number of unions obtaining a five-
day, 40-hour week during the 1920s. 

(C) It exaggerates the extent of the increase between 1926 and 1928 in AFL members 
working a five-day, 40-hour week. 

(D) It overestimates the bargaining prowess of the AFL building trades’ unions during the 
1920s. 

(E) It is based on an overestimation of the number of union members in the AFL in 1928. 

 

Q.11  According to the passage, the “reformers” claimed that 

(A) neither scientific management nor reduced hours would result in an improvement in the 
working conditions of most workers 

(B) the impact that the routinization of work had on workers could be mitigated by a reduction 
in the length of their workweek 

(C) there was an inherent tension between the principles of scientific management and a 
commitment to reduced workweeks 

(D) scientific managers were more likely than other managers to use pay differentials to 
encourage higher productivity 

(E) reducing the length of the workweek would increase productivity more effectively than 
would increases in pay 
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PASSAGE 3 

Music critics have consistently defined James P. Johnson as a great early jazz pianist, originator of 

the 1920s Harlem "stride" style, and an important blues and jazz composer. In addition, however, 

Johnson was an innovator in classical music, composing symphonic music that incorporated 

American, and especially African American, traditions. 

Such a blend of musical elements was not entirely new: by 1924 both Milhaud and Gershwin had 

composed classical works that incorporated elements of jazz Johnson, a serious musician more 

experienced than most classical composers with jazz, blues, spirituals, and popular music, was 

particularly suited to expand Milhaud's and Gershwin's experiments. In 1927 he completed his first 

large-scale work, the blues- and jazz-inspired Yamekraw, which included borrowings from spirituals 

and Johnson's own popular songs. Yamekraw, premiered successfully in Carnegie Hall, was a major 

achievement for Johnson, becoming his most frequently performed extended work. It demonstrated 

vividly the possibility of assimilating contemporary popular music into the symphonic tradition. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.12 Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage? 

(A) A historical overview is presented, and a particular phenomenon is noted and analyzed. 

(B) A popular belief is challenged, and a rival interpretation is presented and supported. 

(C) A common viewpoint is presented and modified, and the modification is supported. 

(D) An observation is made and rejected, and evidence for that rejection is presented. 

(E) A common claim is investigated, and an alternative outlook is analyzed and criticized. 

 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.13 The author suggests which of the following about most classical composers of the early 
1920s? 

(A) They were strongly influenced by the musical experiments of Milhaud and Gershwin. 

(B) They had little working familiarity with such forms of American music as jazz, blues, and 
popular songs. 

(C) They made few attempts to introduce innovations into the classical symphonic tradition. 

 
Q.14 The passage states that Johnson composed all of the following EXCEPT 

(A) jazz works 

(B) popular songs 

(C) symphonic music 

(D) spirituals 

(E) blues pieces 
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PASSAGE 4 

Electroconvulsive therapy (ECT) is a controversial psychiatric treatment involving the induction of a 

seizure in a patient via the passage of electricity through the brain. While beneficial effects of 

electrically induced seizures are evident and predictable in most patients, a unified mechanism of 

action has not yet been established and remains the subject of numerous investigations. According 

to most, though not all, published studies, ECT has been shown to be effective against several 

conditions, such as severe depression, mania, and some acute psychotic states, that are resistant 

to other treatments. However, like many other medical procedures, ECT has its risks. 

Since the inception of ECT in 1938, the public has held a strongly negative conception of the 

procedure. Initially, doctors employed unmodified ECT. Patients were rendered instantly 

unconscious by the electrical current, but the strength of the muscle contractions from induced, 

uncontrolled motor seizures often led to compression fractures of the spine or damage to the teeth. 

In addition to the effect this physical trauma had on public sentiment, graphic examples of abuse 

were documented in nonfiction or loosely fictional books and movies, such as Ken Kesey’s One 

Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, which portrayed ECT as punitive, cruel, overused, and violative of 

patients’ legal rights. Indeed, the alternative term electroshock has a negative connotation, tainted 

by these depictions in the media. 

In comparison with its earlier incarnation, modern ECT is virtually unrecognizable. The treatment is 

modified by the muscle relaxant succinylcholine, which renders muscle contractions virtually non-

existent. Additionally, patients are given a general anaesthetic. Thus, the patient is asleep and fully 

unaware during the procedure, and the only outward sign of a seizure may be the rhythmic 

movement of the patient’s hand or foot. ECT is generally used in severely depressed patients for 

whom psychotherapy and medication prove ineffective. It may also be considered when there is an 

imminent risk of suicide, since antidepressants often require several weeks to show results. Exactly 

how ECT exerts its influence on behavior is not known, but repeated applications affect several 

important neurotransmitters in the brain, including serotonin, norepinephrine, and dopamine. 

The consensus view of the scientific and medical community is that ECT has been proven effective, 

but the procedure remains controversial. Though decades-old studies showing brain cell death have 

been refuted in recent research, many patients do report retrograde amnesia (of events prior to 

treatment) and/or anterograde amnesia (of events during or shortly after treatment). Patients have 

also reported that their short-term memories continue to be affected for months after ECT, though 

some doctors argue that this memory malfunction may reflect the type of amnesia sometimes 

associated with severe depression. A recent neuropsychological study at Duke University 

documents a significant decline in performance on memory tests, ironically accompanied at times 

by self-reports of improved memory function; however, the researchers recommended only that 

these potential detriments be weighed against the potential benefits of ECT in any particular case. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.15 The passage is primarily concerned with 

(A) recommending a provocative medical practice 

(B) explaining a controversial medical treatment 

(C) arguing for further testing of a certain medical approach 

(D) summarizing recent research concerning a particular medical procedure 

(E) relating the public concern toward a particular medical therapy 

 

Q.16  Which of the following is NOT cited in the passage as a current or historical criticism of ECT? 

(A) ECT causes the death of brain cells. 

(B) ECT has been used to punish certain individuals. 

(C) Seizures during ECT can cause bodily harm. 

(D) Short-term memory loss results from ECT. 

(E) Repeated applications of ECT affect several neurotransmitters in the brain. 

Q.17 The passage suggests that the author regards ECT with 

(A) conditional support 

(B) academic objectivity 

(C) mild advocacy 

(D) unreserved criticism 

(E) increasing acceptance 

 

Q.18  Which of the following statements can be inferred from the third paragraph? 

(A) Greater amounts of the neurotransmitters serotonin, norepinephrine, and dopamine seem 
to reduce symptoms of depression. 

(B) ECT is never used prior to attempting psychotherapy or medication. 

(C) Succinylcholine completely immobilizes the patient’s body. 

(D) ECT often works faster than antidepressants. 

(E) One ECT treatment is often sufficient to reduce symptoms of depression significantly. 

 

Q.19 According to the passage, which of the following statements is true? 

(A) Most severely depressed individuals have suicidal thoughts. 

(B) The general public was unaware of the bodily harm caused by unmodified ECT. 

(C) Research into the side effects of ECT has only recently begun. 

(D) ECT does not benefit individuals with anxiety disorders. 

(E) Patients undergoing ECT today are unconscious throughout the procedure. 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.20  According to the passage, which of the following is true of the general population’s opinion of 
ECT? 
(A) It has improved in the years since the treatment was first introduced. 

(B) It has been affected by artistic representations of the treatment. 

(C) It has likely had an effect on the terminology that proponents of ECT might use to describe 
the treatment. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 11 
 
PASSAGE 1 

Classical physics defines the vacuum as a state of absence: a vacuum is said to exist in a region of 

space if there is nothing in it. In the quantum field theories that describe the physics of elementary 

particles, the vacuum becomes somewhat more complicated. Even in empty space, particles can 

appear spontaneously as a result of fluctuations of the vacuum. For example, an electron and a 

positron, or antielectron, can be created out of the void. Particles created in this way have only a 

fleeting existence; they are annihilated almost as soon as they appear, and their presence can never 

be detected directly. They are called virtual particles in order to distinguish them from real particles, 

whose lifetimes are not constrained in the same way, and which can be detected. Thus, it is still 

possible to define the vacuum as a space that has no real particles in it. 

One might expect that the vacuum would always be the state of lowest possible energy for a given 

region of space. If an area is initially empty and a real particle is put into it, the total energy, it seems, 

should be raised by at least the energy equivalent of the mass of the added particle. A surprising 

result of some recent theoretical investigations is that this assumption is not invariably true. There 

are conditions under which the introduction of a real particle of finite mass into an empty region of 

space can reduce the total energy. If the reduction in energy is great enough, an electron and a 

positron will be spontaneously created. Under these conditions the electron and positron are not a 

result of vacuum fluctuations but are real particles, which exist indefinitely and can be detected. In 

other words, under these conditions the vacuum is an unstable state and can decay into a state of 

lower energy, i.e., one in which real particles are created. 

The essential condition for the decay of the vacuum is the presence of an intense electric field. As 

a result of the decay of the vacuum, the space permeated by such a field can be said to acquire an 

electric charge, and it can be called a charged vacuum. The particles that materialize in the space 

make the charge manifest. An electric field of sufficient intensity to create a charged vacuum is likely 

to be found in only one place: in the immediate vicinity of a superheavy atomic nucleus, one with 

about twice as many protons as the heaviest natural nuclei known. A nucleus that large cannot be 

stable, but it might be possible to assemble one next to a vacuum for long enough to observe the 

decay of the vacuum. Experiments attempting to achieve this are now under way. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.01 Which of the following titles best describes the passage as a whole? 

(A) The Vacuum: Its Fluctuations and Decay 

(B) The Vacuum: Its Creation and Instability 

(C) The Vacuum: A State of Absence 

(D) Particles That Materialize in the Vacuum 

(E) Classical Physics and the Vacuum 
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Q.02 According to the passage, the assumption that the introduction of a real particle into a vacuum 
raises the total energy of that region of space has been cast into doubt by which of the 
following? 

(A) Findings from laboratory experiments 

(B) Findings from observational field experiments 

(C) Accidental observations made during other experiments 

(D) Discovery of several erroneous propositions in accepted theories 

(E) Predictions based on theoretical work 

 

Q.03 It can be inferred from the passage that scientists are currently making efforts to observe 
which of the following events? 

(A) The decay of a vacuum in the presence of virtual particles 

(B) The decay of a vacuum next to a superheavy atomic nucleus 

(C) The creation of a superheavy atomic nucleus next to an intense electric field 

(D) The creation of a virtual electron and a virtual positron a's a result of fluctuations of a 
vacuum 

(E) The creation of a charged vacuum in which only real electrons can be created in the 
vacuum's region of space 

 

Q.04 Physicists' recent investigations of the decay of the vacuum, as described in the passage, 
most closely resemble which of the following hypothetical events in other disciplines? 

(A) On the basis of data gathered in a carefully controlled laboratory experiment, a chemist 
predicts and then demonstrates the physical properties of a newly synthesized polymer. 

(B) On the basis of manipulations of macroeconomic theory, an economist predicts that, 
contrary to accepted economic theory, inflation and unemployment will both decline under 
conditions of rapid economic growth. 

(C) On the basis of a rereading of the texts of Jane Austen's novels, a literary critic suggests 
that, contrary to accepted literary interpretations, Austen's plots were actually metaphors for 
political events in early nineteenth-century England. 

(D) On the basis of data gathered in carefully planned observations of several species of 
birds, a biologist proposes a modification in the accepted theory of interspecies competition. 

(E) On the basis of a study of observations incidentally recorded in ethnographers' 
descriptions of non-Western societies, an anthropologist proposes a new theory of kinship 
relations. 

 

Q.05 According to the passage, the author considers the reduction of energy in an empty region 
of space to which a real particle has been added to be 

(A) a well-known process 

(B) a frequent occurrence 

(C) a fleeting aberration 

(D). an unimportant event 

(E) an unexpected outcome 
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For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.06 According to the passage, virtual particles differ from real particles in which of the following 
ways? 

(A) Virtual particles have extremely short lifetimes. 

(B) Virtual particles are created in an intense electric field. 

(C) Virtual particles cannot be detected directly. 

 

Q.07 The author's assertions concerning the conditions that lead to the decay of the vacuum would 
be most weakened if which of the following occurred? 

(A) Scientists created an electric field next to a vacuum but found that the electric field was 
not intense enough to create a charged vacuum. 

(B) Scientists assembled a superheavy atomic nucleus next to a vacuum but found that no 
virtual particles were created in the vacuum's region of space. 

(C) Scientists assembled a superheavy atomic nucleus next to a vacuum but found that they 
could not then detect any real particles in the vacuum's region of space. 

(D) Scientists introduced a virtual electron and a virtual positron into a vacuum's region of 
space but found that the vacuum did not then fluctuate. 

(E) Scientists introduced a real electron and a real positron into a vacuum's region of space 
but found that the total energy of the space increased by the energy equivalent of the mass 
of the particles.  
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PASSAGE 2 

A pioneering figure in modern sociology, French social theorist Emile Durkheim examined the effect 

of societal cohesion on emotional well-being. Believing that scientific methods should be applied to 

the study of society, Durkheim studied the levels of integration in various social formations and the 

impact that such cohesion had on individuals within the group. He postulated that social groups with 

high levels of integration serve to buffer their members from frustrations and tragedies that could 

otherwise lead to desperation and self-destruction. Integration, in Durkheim’s view, generally arises 

through shared activities and values. Durkheim distinguished between mechanical solidarity and 

organic solidarity in classifying integrated groups. Mechanical solidarity dominates in groups in 

which individual differences are minimized and group devotion to a common goal is high. Durkheim 

identified mechanical solidarity among groups with little division of labor and high degrees of cultural 

similarity, such as among more traditional and geographically isolated groups. 

Organic solidarity, in contrast, prevails in groups with high levels of individual differences, such as 

those with a highly specialized division of labor. In such groups, individual differences are a powerful 

source of connection rather than of division. Because people engage in highly differentiated ways 

of life, they are by necessity interdependent. In these societies, there is greater freedom from some 

external controls, but such freedom occurs in concert with the interdependence of individuals, not in 

conflict with it.  

Durkheim realized that societies may take many forms and, consequently, that group allegiance can 

manifest itself in a variety of ways. In both types of societies outlined previously, however, Durkheim 

stressed that adherence to a common set of assumptions about the world was a necessary 

prerequisite for maintaining group integrity and avoiding social decay. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.08 Which of the following is NOT the feature of an organic societal formation, according to 

Emile Durkheim?  

(A) Members are buffered from individual frustration that would lead the individual to cease 
being a productive member of the society. 

(B) Citizens operate independently in their daily lives, but toward the common overall goal. 

(C) Each person must come to accept a series of assumptions that form a collective 
worldview shared by the formation. 

(D) Workers have an even division of labor and share the work of common tasks. 

(E) Individual differences are celebrated and have a strengthening effect on the society. 
 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.09 Which of the following might be examples of a mechanical solidarity societal formation as 
explained by the passage? 

(A) A religious order living in a monastery with an evenly distributed division of labor. 

(B) A company comprised of a group of architects, carpenters, plumbers, and construction 
workers who can design and complete all faces of a building project from start to finish. 

(C) A xenophobic tribe living in an isolated fishing village amid an un colonized set of islands  
 
Q.10  Select the sentence in the passage that explains why a society displaying organic solidarity 

tends more towards social co-independence than does a mechanical societal formation. 
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PASSAGE 3 

Most large corporations in the United States were once run by individual capitalists who owned 

enough stock to dominate the board of directors and dictate company policy. Because putting such 

large amounts of stock on the market would only depress its value, they could not sell out for a quick 

profit and instead had to concentrate on improving the long-term productivity of their companies. 

Today, with few exceptions, the stock of large United States corporations is held by large institutions 

— pension funds, for example — and because these institutions are prohibited by antitrust laws 

from owning a majority of a company's stock and from actively influencing a company's decision-

making, they can enhance their wealth only by buying and selling stock in anticipation of fluctuations 

in its value. A minority shareholder is necessarily a short-term trader. As a result, United States 

productivity is unlikely to improve unless shareholders and the managers of the companies in which 

they invest are encouraged to enhance long-term productivity (and hence long-term profitability), 

rather than simply to maximize short term profits. 

Since the return of the old-style capitalist is unlikely, today's short-term traders must be remade into 

tomorrow's long-term capitalistic investors. The legal limits that now prevent financial institutions 

from acquiring a dominant shareholding position in a corporation should be removed, and such 

institutions encouraged to take a more active role in the operations of the companies in which they 

invest. In addition, any institution that holds 20% or more of a company's stock should be forced to 

give the public one day's notice of the intent to sell those shares. Unless the announced sale could 

be explained to the public on grounds other than anticipated future losses, the value of the stock 

would plummet and, like the old-time capitalists, major investors could cut their losses only by 

helping to restore their companies' productivity. Such measures would force financial institutions to 

become capitalists whose success depends not on trading shares at the propitious moment, but on 

increasing the productivity of the companies in which they invest. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.11 In the passage, the author is primarily concerned with doing which of the following? 

(A) Comparing two different approaches to a problem 

(B) Describing a problem and proposing a solution 

(C) Defending an established method 

(D) Presenting data and drawing conclusions from the data 

(E) Comparing two different analyses of a current situation 

 

Q.12 It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following is true of majority shareholders 
in a corporation? 

(A) They make the corporation's operational management decisions. 

(B) They are not allowed to own more than fifty percent of the corporation's stock. 

(C) They cannot make quick profits by selling their stock in the corporation. 

(D) They are more interested in profits than in productivity. 

(E) They cannot sell any of their stock in the corporation without giving the public advance 
notice. 
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Q.13 According to the passage, the purpose of the requirement suggested in the italicized 
sentence [“In addition… sell those shares”] would be which of the following? 

(A) To encourage institutional stockholders to sell stock that they believe will decrease in 
value. 

(B) To discourage institutional stockholders from intervening in the operation of a company 
whose stock they own 

(C) To discourage short-term profit-taking by institutional stockholders 

(D) To encourage a company's employees to take an active role in the ownership of stock in 
the company  

(E) To encourage investors to diversify their stock holdings 

 

Q.14 The author suggests that which of the following is a true statement about people who typify 
the “old style capitalist" referred to in italics? 

(A) They now rely on outdated management techniques. 

(B) They seldom engaged in short-term trading of the stock they owned. 

(C) They did not influence the investment policies of the corporations in which they invested. 

(D) They now play a much smaller role in the stock market as a result of antitrust legislation. 

(E) They were primarily concerned with maximizing the short-term profitability of the 
corporations in which they owned stock. 

 

Q.15  It can be inferred that the author makes which of the following assumptions about the 
businesses once controlled by individual capitalists? 

(A) These businesses were less profitable than are businesses today. 

(B) Improving long-term productivity led to increased profits. 

(C) Each business had only a few stockholders. 

(D) There was no short-term trading in the stock of these businesses. 

(E) Institutions owned no stock in these companies. 

 

Q.16 The author suggests that the role of large institutions as stockholders differs from that of the 
“old-style capitalist” in part because large institutions 

(A) invest in the stock of so many companies that they cannot focus attention on the affairs 
of any single corporation 

(B) are prohibited by law from owning a majority of a corporation’s stock 

(C) are influenced by brokers who advise against long-term ownership of stocks 

(D) are able to put large amounts of stock on the market without depressing the stock’s value 

(E) are attracted to the stocks of corporations that demonstrate long-term gains in productivity 

 

Q.17  The primary function of the second paragraph of the passage is to 

(A) identify problems 

(B) warn of consequence 

(C) explain effects 

(D) evaluate solutions 

(E) recommend actions. 
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Q.18 The passage supports which of the following statements? 

(A) Antitrust laws prevent any single shareholder from acquiring a majority of the stock in a 
corporation. 

(B) Institutions that intend to sell a large block of stock in a single corporation must give at 
least twenty-four-hour notice of the sale. 

(C) In most corporations it is the board of directors rather than the corporate managers who 
make policy decisions. 

(D) The sudden sale of a large amount of stock in any one corporation makes the value of 
the stock go down. 

(E) The way corporations are currently run, it is unlikely that increased productivity would lead 
to short-term increases in stock values. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 11 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 A 

Question 02 E 

Question 03 B 

Question 04 B 

Question 05 E 

Question 06 A, C 

Question 07 C 

Question 08 D 

Question 09 A, C 

Question 10 Because people engage in highly differentiated 
ways of life, they are by necessity 
interdependent. 

Question 11 B 

Question 12 C 

Question 13 C 

Question 14 B 

Question 15 B 

Question 16 B 

Question 17 E 

Question 18 D 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 12 
 
PASSAGE 1 

"Popular art" has a number of meanings, impossible to define with any precision, which range from 

folklore to junk. The poles are clear enough, but the middle tends to blur. The Hollywood Western 

of the 1930's, for example, has elements of folklore, but is closer to junk than to high art or folk art. 

There can be great trash, just as there is bad high art. The musicals of George Gershwin are great 

popular art, never aspiring to high art. Schubert and Brahms, however, used elements of popular 

music-folk themes-in works clearly intended as high art. The case of Verdi is a different one: he took 

a popular genre-bourgeois melodrama set to music (an accurate definition of nineteenth-century 

opera)-and, without altering its fundamental nature, transmuted it into high art. This remains one of 

the greatest achievements in music, and one that cannot be fully appreciated without recognizing 

the essential trashiness of the genre. 

As an example of such a transmutation, consider what Verdi made of the typical political elements 

of nineteenth-century opera. Generally, in the plots of these operas, a hero or heroine-usually 

portrayed only as an individual, unfettered by class-is caught between the immoral corruption of the 

aristocracy and the doctrinaire rigidity or secret greed of the leaders of the proletariat. Verdi 

transforms this naive and unlikely formulation with music of extraordinary energy and rhythmic 

vitality, music more subtle than it seems at first hearing. There are scenes and arias that still sound 

like calls to arms and were clearly understood as such when they were first performed. Such pieces 

lend an immediacy to the otherwise veiled political message of these operas and call up feelings 

beyond those of the opera itself.  

Or consider Verdi's treatment of character. Before Verdi, there were rarely any characters at all in 

musical drama, only a series of situations which allowed the singers to express a series of emotional 

states. Any attempt to find coherent psychological portrayal in these operas is misplaced ingenuity. 

The only coherence was the singer's vocal technique: when the cast changed, new arias were 

almost always substituted, generally adapted from other operas. Verdi's characters, on the other 

hand, have genuine consistency and integrity, even if, in many cases, the consistency is that of 

pasteboard melodrama. The integrity of the character is achieved through the music: once he had 

become established, Verdi did not rewrite his music for different singers or countenance alterations 

or substitutions of somebody else's arias in one of his operas, as every eighteenth-century composer 

had done. When he revised an opera, it was only for dramatic economy and effectiveness. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q.01 The author refers to Schubert and Brahms in order to suggest 

(A) that their achievements are no less substantial than those of Verdi 

(B) that their works are examples of great trash 

(C) the extent to which Schubert and Brahms influenced the later compositions of Verdi 

(D) a contrast between the conventions of nineteenth-century opera and those of other 
musical forms 

(E) that popular music could be employed in compositions intended as high art 
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Q.02 According to the passage, the immediacy of the political' message in Verdi's operas stems 
from the 

(A) vitality and subtlety of the music 

(B) audience's familiarity with earlier operas 

(C) portrayal of heightened emotional states 

(D) individual talents of the singers 

(E) verisimilitude of the characters 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.03 According to the passage, which of the following characterize musical drama before Verdi?  

(A) arias tailored to a particular singer's ability 

(B) adaptation of music from other operas 

(C) psychological inconsistency in the portrayal of characters 

 

Q.04 It can be inferred that the author regards Verdi's revisions to his operas with 

(A) regret that the original music and texts were altered 

(B) concern that many of the revisions altered the plots of the original work 

(C) approval for the intentions that motivated the' revisions 

(D) puzzlement, since the revisions seem largely insignificant 

(E) enthusiasm, since the revisions were aimed at reducing the conventionality of the operas' 
plots 

 

Q.05 According to the passage, one of Verdi's achievements within the framework of nineteenth-
century opera and its conventions was to 

(A) limit the extent to which singers influenced the musical composition and performance of 
his operas 

(B) use his operas primarily as forums to protest both the moral corruption and dogmatic 
rigidity of the political leaders of his time 

(C) portray psychologically complex characters shaped by the political environment 
surrounding them 

(D) incorporate elements of folklore into both the music and plots of his operas 

(E) introduce political elements into an art form that had traditionally avoided political content 

 

Q.06 Which of the following best describes the relationship of the first paragraph of the passage to 
the passage as a whole? 

(A) It provides a group of specific examples from which generalizations are drawn later in the 
passage. 

(B) It leads to an assertion that is supported by examples later in the passage. 

(C) It defines terms and relationships that are challenged in an argument later in the passage. 

(D) It briefly compares and contrasts several achievements that are examined in detail later 
in the passage. 

(E) It explains a method of judging a work of art, a method that is used later in the passage. 
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Q.07 It can be inferred that the author regards the independence from social class of the heroes 
and heroines of nineteenth-century opera as 

(A) an idealized but fundamentally accurate portrayal of bourgeois life 

(B) a plot convention with no real connection to political reality 

(C) a plot refinement unique to Verdi 

(D) a symbolic representation of the position of the bourgeoisie relative to the aristocracy and 
the proletariat 

(E) a convention largely seen as irrelevant by audiences 
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PASSAGE 2 

New York stood at the center of the momentous processes that recast American society in the 

nineteenth century. Once a modest seaport, the city early took the lead in developing new forms of 

commerce and mass production; by 1860 it was both the nation's premier port and its largest 

manufacturing city. The appearance of new social classes was both cause and result of industrial 

development and commercial expansion. Wealth from investments in trade and manufacturing 

ventures supported the emergence of an urban bourgeoisie; the expansion of capitalist labor 

arrangements brought into being a class of largely impoverished wageworkers. The resulting 

divisions fostered, on each side, new and antagonistic political ideas and social practices. 

We know most about the male participants in these conflicts, workingmen and employers. Politically, 

bourgeois men upheld their right to protect, improve upon, and increase the private property on 

which rested, they believed, their country's welfare. In return, many workingmen affirmed a belief in 

the superior abilities of those who worked with their hands—as opposed to the idle, acquisitive, 

parasitical owners of property—to direct American society in accordance with republican values of 

social equality, civil virtue, and yeomanry that they inherited from the Revolution. 

Class transformation was related to, but not synonymous with, the thorough-going transformation of 

the gender system in the first half of the nineteenth century: that is, the changes in all those 

arrangements of work, sexuality, parental responsibilities, psychological life, assigned social traits, 

and internalized emotions through which the sexes defined themselves respectively as men and 

women. Women of the emerging bourgeoisie articulated new ideas about many of these aspects of 

their lives. Designating themselves moral guardians of their husbands and children, women became 

the standard-bearers of piety, decorum, and virtue in northern society. They claimed the home as 

the sphere of society where they could most effectively exercise their power. In their consignment 

to the household as the sole domain of proper female activity, women suffered a constriction of their 

social engagements; at the same time, they gained power within their families that also vested them 

with greater moral authority in their own communities. 

While the cult of domesticity spoke to female interests and emerged from altered relations between 

men and women, it also contained within it conflicts of class. As urban ladies increased their contacts 

with the working poor through Protestant missions and charity work, they developed domestic 

ideology as part of a vision of a reformed city, purged of the supposed perfidies of working- class 

life. Domesticity quickly became an element of bourgeois self-consciousness. In confronting the 

working poor, reformers created and refined their own sense of themselves as social and spiritual 

superiors capable of remolding the city in their own image. From the ideas and practices of 

domesticity they drew many of the materials for their ideal of a society that had put to rest the 

disturbing conflicts of class. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.08 The author of the passage is primarily concerned with discussing 

(A) the authority possessed by middle-class women in New York both in public and in private 
(B) the transformation of New York into an industrial and commercial center of activity 
(C) social conflict in New York, in terms of class and gender, as a result of economic 
expansion 
(D) the social values of the middle class in New York, particularly the cult of domesticity 
(E) the attempt of the middle class in New York to reform the working class 

 

Q.09 According to the passage, middle-class men were similar to working-class men in that each 
group 

(A) perceived the other to be an obstruction to industrial and commercial expansion 

(B) placed a great deal of weight on private ownership and the entrepreneurial spirit 

(C) responded to the changing economy with both excitement and aversion 

(D) felt threatened by the activity of women who sought to lay claim to the home 

(E) considered itself responsible for the well-being and prosperity of the country 

 

Q.10  Select the sentence that gives a specific arena where the two major social changes discussed 
in the passage became integrated. 
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PASSAGE 3 

Prior to 1975, union efforts to organize public-sector clerical workers, most of whom are women, 

were somewhat limited. The factors favoring unionization drives seem to have been either the 

presence of large numbers of workers, as in New York City, to make it worth the effort, or the 

concentration of small numbers in one or two locations, such as a hospital, to make it relatively easy. 

Receptivity to unionization on the workers’ part was also a consideration, but when there were large 

numbers involved or the clerical workers were the only unorganized group in a jurisdiction, the multi-

occupational unions would often try to organize them regardless of the workers’ initial receptivity. 

The strategic reasoning was based, first, on the concern that politicians and administrators might 

play off unionized against non-unionized workers, and second, on the conviction that a fully 

unionized public work force meant power, both at the bargaining table and in the legislature. In 

localities where clerical workers were few in number, were scattered in several workplaces, and 

expressed no interest in being organized, unions more often than not ignored them in the pre-1975 

period. 

But since the mid-1970’s, a different strategy has emerged. In 1977, 34 percent of government 

clerical workers were represented by a labor organization, compared with 46 percent of government 

professionals, 44 percent of government blue-collar workers, and 41 percent of government service 

workers. Since then, however, the biggest increases in public-sector unionization have been among 

clerical workers. Between 1977 and 1980, the number of unionized government workers in blue-

collar and service occupations increased only about 1.5 percent, while in the white-collar 

occupations the increase was 20 percent and among clerical workers in particular, the increase was 

22 percent. 

What accounts for this upsurge in unionization among clerical workers? First, more women have 

entered the workforce in the past few years, and more of them plan to remain working until retirement 

age. Consequently, they are probably more concerned than their predecessors were about job 

security and economic benefits. Also, the women’s movement has succeeded in legitimizing the 

economic and political activism of women on their own behalf, thereby producing a more positive 

attitude toward unions. The absence of any comparable increase in unionization among private-

sector clerical workers, however, identifies the primary catalyst—the structural change in the multi-

occupational public-sector unions themselves. Over the past twenty years, the occupational 

distribution in these unions has been steadily shifting from predominantly blue-collar to 

predominantly white-collar. Because there are far more women in white-collar jobs, an increase in 

the proportion of female members has accompanied the occupational shift and has altered union 

policymaking in favor of organizing women and addressing women’s issues. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.11 According to the passage, the public-sector workers who were most likely to belong to unions 
in 1977 were 

(A) professionals 

(B) managers 

(C) clerical workers 

(D) service workers 

(E) blue-collar workers 
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Q.12 The author cites union efforts to achieve a fully unionized workforce in italics [The strategic 
reasoning… legislature.] in order to account for why 

(A) politicians might try to oppose public-sector union organizing 

(B) public-sector unions have recently focused on organizing women 

(C) early organizing efforts often focused on areas where there were large numbers of 
workers 

(D) union efforts with regard to public-sector clerical workers increased dramatically after 
1975 

(E) unions sometimes tried to organize workers regardless of the workers’ initial interest in 
unionization 

 
Q.13 The author’s claim that, since the mid-1970’s, a new strategy has emerged in the unionization 

of public-sector clerical workers in italics [But since the mid-1970’s, a different strategy has 
emerged.] would be strengthened if the author 

 (A) described more fully the attitudes of clerical workers toward labor unions 

(B) compared the organizing strategies employed by private-sector unions with those of 
public-sector unions 

(C) explained why politicians and administrators sometimes oppose unionization of clerical 
workers 

(D) indicated that the number of unionized public-sector clerical workers was increasing even 
before the mid-1970’s 

(E) showed that the factors that favored unionization drives among these workers prior to 
1975 have decreased in importance 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.14 According to the passage, in the period prior to 1975, which of the following considerations 
helped determine whether a union would attempt to organize a certain group of clerical 
workers? 

(A) whether the clerical workers in that area were concentrated in one workplace or scattered 
over several workplaces 

(B) the degree to which the clerical workers in that group were interested in unionization 

(C) whether all the other workers in the same jurisdiction as that group of clerical workers 
were unionized 

 

Q.15  The author states that which of the following is a consequence of the women’s movement of 
recent years? 

 (A) An increase in the number of women entering the workforce 

(B) A structural change in multi-occupational public-sector unions 

(C) A more positive attitude on the part of women toward unions 

(D) An increase in the proportion of clerical workers that are women 

(E) An increase in the number of women in administrative positions 
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Q.16 The main concern of the passage is to 

(A) advocate particular strategies for future efforts to organize certain workers into labor 
unions 

(B) explain differences in the unionized proportions of various groups of public-sector workers 

(C) evaluate the effectiveness of certain kinds of labor unions that represent public-sector 
workers 

(D) analyze and explain an increase in unionization among a certain category of workers 

(E) describe and distinguish strategies appropriate to organizing different categories of 
workers 

 

Q.17  The author implies that if the increase in the number of women in the work force and the 
impact of the women’s movement were the main causes of the rise in unionization of public-
sector clerical workers, then 

(A) more women would hold administrative positions in unions 

(B) more women who hold political offices would have positive attitudes toward labor unions 

(C) there would be an equivalent rise in unionization of private-sector clerical workers 

(D) unions would have shown more interest than they have in organizing women 

(E) the increase in the number of unionized public-sector clerical workers would have been 
greater than it has been 

 

Q.18 The author suggests that it would be disadvantageous to a union if 

(A) many workers in the locality were not unionized 

(B) the union contributed to political campaigns 

(C) the union included only public-sector workers 

(D) the union included workers from several jurisdictions 

(E) the union included members from only a few occupations 

 

Q.19 The author implies that, in comparison with working women today, women working in the 
years prior to the mid-1970’s showed a greater tendency to 

(A) prefer smaller workplaces 

(B) express a positive attitude toward labor unions 

(C) maximize job security and economic benefits 

(D) side with administrators in labor disputes 

(E) quit working prior of retirement age 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 12 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 E 

Question 02 A 

Question 03 A, B, C 

Question 04 C 

Question 05 A 

Question 06 B 

Question 07 B 

Question 08 C 

Question 09 E 

Question 10 As urban ladies increased their contacts with 
the working poor through Protestant missions 
and charity work, they developed domestic 
ideology as part of a vision of a reformed city, 
purged of the supposed perfidies of working- 
class life. 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 E 

Question 13 E 

Question 14 A, B, C 

Question 15 C 

Question 16 D 

Question 17 C 

Question 18 A 

Question 19 E 
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Reading Comprehension Assessment 1 
 
PASSAGE 1 

Practically speaking, the artistic maturing of the cinema was the single-handed achievement of 

David W. Griffith (1875-1948). Before Griffith, photography in dramatic films consisted of little more 

than placing the actors before a stationary camera and showing them in full length as they would 

have appeared on stage. From the beginning of his career as a director, however, Griffith, because 

of his love of Victorian painting, employed composition. He conceived of the camera image as having 

a foreground and a rear ground, as well as the middle distance preferred by most directors. By 1910, 

he was using close-ups to reveal significant details of the scene or of the acting and extreme long 

shots to achieve a sense of spectacle and distance. His appreciation of the camera's possibilities 

produced novel dramatic effects. By splitting an event into fragments and recording each from the 

most suitable camera position, he could significantly vary the emphasis from camera shot to camera 

shot. 

Griffith also achieved dramatic effects by means of creative editing. By juxtaposing images and 

varying the speed & rhythm of their presentation, he could control the dramatic intensity of the events 

as the story progressed. Despite the reluctance of his producers, who feared that the public would 

not be able to follow a plot that was made up of such juxtaposed images, Griffith persisted, and 

experimented as well with other elements of cinematic syntax that have become standard ever 

since. These included flashbacks, permitting broad psychological and emotional exploration as well 

as narrative that was not chronological, and the crosscut between two parallel actions to heighten 

suspense and excitement. In thus exploiting fully the possibilities of editing, Griffith transposed 

devices of the Victorian novel to film and gave film mastery of time as well as space. 

Besides developing the cinema's language, Griffith immensely broadened its range and treatment 

of subjects. His early output was remarkably catholic: it included not only the standard comedies, 

melodramas, westerns, and thrillers, but also such novelties as adaptations from Browning and 

Tennyson, and treatments of social issues. As his successes mounted, his ambitions grew, and with 

them the whole of American cinema. When he remade Enoch Arden in 1911, he insisted that a 

subject of such importance could not be treated in the then conventional length of one reel. Griffith's 

introduction of the American-made multireel picture began an immense revolution. Two years later, 

Judith of Bethulia, an elaborate historicophilosophical spectacle, reached the unprecedented length 

of four reels, or one hour's running time. From our contemporary viewpoint, the pretensions of this 

film may seem a trifle ludicrous, but at the time it provoked endless debate and discussion and gave 

a new intellectual respectability to the cinema. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.1. The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A)  discuss the importance of Griffith to the development of the cinema 

 (B)  describe the impact on cinema of the flashback and other editing innovations 

 (C)  deplore the state of American cinema before the advent of Griffith 

 (D)  analyze the changes in the cinema wrought by the introduction of the multireel film 

 (E)  document Griffith's impact on the choice of subject matter in American films 
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Q.2.  In the context in which it appears, “catholic” most nearly means: 

(A)  ubiquitous  

(B)  eclectic 

(C)  spiritual 

(D)  constricted 

(E)  aesthetic 

 

Q.3. It can be inferred from the passage that before 1910 the normal running time of a film was 

(A)  15 minutes or less 

(B)  between 15 and 30 minutes 

(C)  between 30 and 45 minutes 

(D)  between 45 minutes and 1 hour 

(E)  1 hour or more 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.4.  The author suggests that Griffith's contributions to the cinema had the following result(s): 

(A)  Literary works, especially Victorian novels, became popular sources for film subjects. 

(B)  Audience appreciation of other film directors' experimentations with cinematic syntax was 
increased. 

(C)  Many of the artistic limitations thought to be inherent in filmmaking were shown to be 
really nonexistent. 

 

Q.5.  Select the sentence from the passage that indicates the range of shots employed by Griffith 
depending on the objective. 

 

Q.6.  It can be inferred from the passage that Griffith would be most likely to agree with which of 
the following statements? 

(A)  The good director will attempt to explore new ideas as quickly as possible. 

(B)  The most important element contributing to a film's success is the ability of the actors. 

(C)  The camera must be considered an integral and active element in the creation of a film. 

(D)  The cinema should emphasize serious and sober examinations of fundamental human 
problems. 

(E)  The proper composition of scenes in a film is more important than the details of their 
editing. 

 

Q.7.  The author's attitude toward photography in the cinema before Griffith can be described as: 

(A)  sympathetic 

(B)  nostalgic 

(C)  amused 

(D)  condescending 

(E)  hostile 
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PASSAGE 2 

Eight percent of the Earth's crust is aluminum, and there are hundreds of aluminum-bearing minerals 

and vast quantities of the rocks that contain them. The best aluminum ore is bauxite, defined as 

aggregates of aluminous minerals, more or less impure, in which aluminum is present as hydrated 

oxides. Bauxite is the richest of all those aluminous rocks that occur in large quantities, and it yields 

alumina, the intermediate product required for the production of aluminum. Alumina also occurs 

naturally as the mineral corundum, but corundum is not found in large deposits of high purity, and 

therefore it is an impractical source for making aluminum. Most of the many abundant nonbauxite 

aluminous minerals are silicates, and, like all silicate minerals, they are refractory and extremely 

difficult to process. The aluminum silicates are therefore generally unsuitable alternatives to bauxite 

because considerably more energy is required to extract alumina from them. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
Q.8. The author implies that a mineral must either be or readily supply which of the following in 

order to be classified as an aluminum ore?  

(A)  An aggregate 

(B)  Bauxite 

(C)  Alumina 

(D)  Corundum 

(E)  An aluminum silicate 

 

Q.9.  The passage supplies information for answering all of the following questions regarding 
aluminous minerals EXCEPT: 

(A)  What percentage of the aluminum in the Earth's crust is in the form of bauxite? 

(B)  Are aluminum-bearing nonbauxite minerals plentiful? 

(C)  Do the aluminous minerals found in bauxite contain hydrated oxides? 

(D)  Are aluminous hydrated oxides found in rocks? 

(E)  Do large quantities of bauxite exist? 

 

Q.10.  The author implies that corundum would be used to produce aluminum if 

(A)  corundum could be found that is not contaminated by silicates 

(B)  the production of alumina could be eliminated as an intermediate step in manufacturing 
aluminum 

(C)  many large deposits of very high-quality corundum were to be discovered 

(D)  new technologies were to make it possible to convert corundum to a silicate 

(E)  manufacturers were to realize that the world's supply of bauxite is not unlimited 

 

Q.11.  In the context in which it appears, “refractory” most nearly means: 

(A)  of impure quality 

(B)  resistant to analysis 

(C)  low in concentration 

(D)  less abundant in supply 

(E)  averse to change 
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PASSAGE 3 
 

In a recent study, David Cressy examines two central questions concerning English immigration to 

New England in the 1630's: what kinds of people immigrated and why? Using contemporary literary 

evidence, shipping lists, and customs records, Cressy finds that most adult immigrants were skilled 

in farming or crafts, were literate, and were organized in families. Each of these characteristics 

sharply distinguishes the 21,000 people who left for New England in the 1630's from most of the 

approximately 377,000 English people who had immigrated to America by 1700. 

With respect to their reasons for immigrating, Cressy does not deny the frequently noted fact that 

some of the immigrants of the 1630's, most notably the organizers and clergy, advanced religious 

explanations for departure, but he finds that such explanations usually assumed primacy only in 

retrospect. When he moves beyond the principal actors, he finds that religious explanations were 

less frequently offered and he concludes that most people immigrated because they were recruited 

by promises of material improvement. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q12.  In the passage, the author is primarily concerned with 

 (A)  summarizing the findings of an investigation 

 (B)  analyzing a method of argument 

 (C)  evaluating a point of view 

 (D)  hypothesizing about a set of circumstances 

 (E)  establishing categories 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q13.  According to the passage, Cressy would agree with which of the following statements about 
the organizers among the English immigrants to New England in the 1630's? 

 (A)  Some of them offered a religious explanation for their immigration. 

 (B)  They did not offer any reasons for their immigration until sometime after they had 
immigrated. 

 (C)  They were more likely than the average immigrant to be motivated by material 
considerations. 

 

Q14.  According to the passage, Cressy has made which of the following claims about what 
motivated English immigrants to go to New England in the 1630's? 

 (A)  They were motivated by religious considerations alone. 

 (B)  They were motivated by economic considerations alone. 

 (C)  They were motivated by religious and economic considerations equally. 

 (D)  They were motivated more often by economic than by religious considerations. 

 (E)  They were motivated more often by religious than by economic considerations. 

 

Q15.  Select the sentence from the passage that suggests that the majority of those English people 
who had immigrated to America by the late seventeenth century were illiterate. 
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PASSAGE 4 

(The passage below is drawn from an article published in 1962.) 

Computer programmers often remark that computing machines, with a perfect lack of discrimination, 

will do any foolish thing they are told to do. The reason for this lies, of course, in the narrow fixation 

of the computing machine's "intelligence" on the details of its own perceptions – its inability to be 

guided by any large context. In a psychological description of the computer intelligence, three related 

adjectives come to mind: single-minded, literal-minded, and simpleminded. Recognizing this, we 

should at the same time recognize that this single-mindedness, literal-mindedness, and 

simplemindedness also characterizes theoretical mathematics, though to a lesser extent. 

Since science tries to deal with reality, even the most precise sciences normally work with more or 

less imperfectly understood approximations toward which scientists must maintain an appropriate 

skepticism. Thus, for instance, it may come as a shock to mathematicians to learn that the 

Schrodinger equation for the hydrogen atom is not a literally correct description of this atom, but 

only an approximation to a somewhat more correct equation taking account of spin, magnetic dipole, 

and relativistic effects; and that this corrected equation is itself only an imperfect approximation to 

an infinite set of quantum field-theoretical equations. Physicists, looking at the original Schrodinger 

equation, learn to sense in it the presence of many invisible terms in addition to the differential terms 

visible, and this sense inspires an entirely appropriate disregard for the purely technical features of 

the equation. This very healthy skepticism is foreign to the mathematical approach. 

Mathematics must deal with well-defined situations. Thus, mathematicians depend on an intellectual 

effort outside of mathematics for the crucial specification of the approximation that mathematics is 

to take literally. Give mathematicians a situation that is the least bit ill-defined, and they will make it 

well-defined, perhaps appropriately, but perhaps inappropriately. In some cases, the 

mathematicians' literal-mindedness may have unfortunate consequences. The mathematicians turn 

the scientists' theoretical assumptions, that is, their convenient points of analytical emphasis, into 

axioms, and then take these axioms literally. This brings the danger that they may also persuade 

the scientists to take these axioms literally. The question, central to the scientific investigation but 

intensely disturbing in the mathematical context – “What happens if the axioms are relaxed?” - is 

thereby pretermitted.  

The physicist rightly dreads precise argument, since an argument that is convincing only if it is 

precise loses all its force if the assumptions on which it is based are slightly changed, whereas an 

argument that is convincing though imprecise may well be stable under small perturbations of its 

underlying assumptions. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q16.  The author discusses computing machines in the first paragraph primarily in order to do which 
of the following? 

 (A)  Indicate the dangers inherent in relying to a great extent on machines 

 (B)  Illustrate his views about the approach of mathematicians to problem solving 

 (C)  Compare the work of mathematicians with that of computer programmers 

 (D)  Provide one definition of intelligence 

 (E)  Emphasize the importance of computers in modern technological society 
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Q17.  According to the passage, scientists are skeptical toward their equations because scientists 

 (A)  work to explain real, rather than theoretical or simplified, situations 

 (B)  know that well-defined problems are often the most difficult to solve 

 (C) are unable to express their data in terms of multiple variables 

 (D)  are unwilling to relax the axioms they have developed 

 (E)  are unable to accept mathematical explanations of natural phenomena 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q18.  It can be inferred from the passage that scientists make which of the following assumptions 
about scientific arguments? 

 (A)  The literal truth of the arguments can be made clear only in a mathematical context. 

 (B)  The arguments probably will be convincing only to other scientists. 

 (C)  The premises on which the arguments are based may change. 

 

Q19.  According to the passage, why may mathematicians present a danger to scientists? 

 (A)  Mathematicians may provide theories that are incompatible with those already 
developed by scientists. 

 (B)  Mathematicians may define situations in a way that is incomprehensible to scientists. 

 (C)  Mathematicians may convince scientists that theoretical assumptions are facts-. 

 (D)  Scientists may come to believe that axiomatic statements are untrue. 

 (E)  Scientists may begin to provide arguments that are convincing but imprecise. 

 

Q20.  Select the sentence from the passage that exemplifies why the approach adopted by 
scientists is practical in the longer term for scientific purposes.  

 

Q21.  In the context in which it appears, “pretermitted” most nearly means: 

 (A)  ended 

 (D)  advanced 

 (C)  disproved 

 (D)  ignored 

 (E)  simulated 

 

Q22.  The author implies that scientists develop a healthy skepticism because they are aware that 

 (A)  mathematicians are better able to solve problems than are scientists 

 (B)  changes in axiomatic propositions will inevitably undermine scientific arguments 

 (C)  well-defined situations are necessary for the design of reliable experiments 

 (D)  mathematical solutions can rarely be applied to real problems 

 (E)  some factors in most situations must remain unknown 
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PASSAGE 5 

(The article from which the passage was taken appeared in 1982.) 

Theorists are divided concerning the origin of the Moon. Some hypothesize that the Moon was 

formed in the same way as were the planets in the inner solar system (Mercury, Venus, Mars, and 

Earth) - from planet-forming materials in the presolar nebula. But, unlike the cores of the inner 

planets, the Moon's core contains little or no iron, while the typical planet-forming materials were 

quite rich in iron. Other theorists propose that the Moon was ripped out of the Earth's rocky mantle 

by the Earth's collision with another large celestial body after much of the Earth's iron fell to its core. 

One problem with the collision hypothesis is the question of how a satellite formed in this way could 

have settled into the nearly circular orbit that the Moon has today. Fortunately, the collision 

hypothesis is testable. If it is true, the mantlerocks of the Moon and the Earth should be the same 

geochemically. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
Q23.  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A)  present two hypotheses concerning the origin of the Moon 

 (B)  discuss the strengths and weaknesses of the collision hypothesis concerning the origin 
of the Moon 

 (C)  propose that hypotheses concerning the Moon's origin be tested 

 (D)  argue that the Moon could not have been formed out of the typical planet-forming 
materials of the presolar nebula 

 (E)  describe one reason why the Moon's geochemical makeup should resemble that of 
the Earth 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q24.  According to the passage, Mars and the Earth are similar in which of the following ways? 

 (A)  Their satellites were formed by collisions with other celestial bodies. 

 (B)  Their cores contain iron. 

 (C)  They were formed from the presolar nebula. 

 

Q25.  The author implies that a nearly circular orbit is unlikely for a satellite that 

 (A)  circles one of the inner planets 

 (B)  is deficient in iron 

 (C)  is different from its planet geochemically 

 (D)  was formed by a collision between two celestial bodies 

 (E)  was formed out of the planet-forming materials in the presolar nebula 
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Q26.  Which of the following, if true, would be most likely to make it difficult to verify the collision 
hypothesis in the manner suggested by the author? 

 (A)  The Moon's core and mantlerock are almost inactive geologically. 

 (B)  The mantlerock of the Earth has changed in composition since the formation of the 
Moon, while the mantlerock of the Moon has remained chemically inert. 

 (C)  Much of the Earth's iron fell to the Earth's core long before the formation of the Moon, 
after which the Earth's mantlerock remained unchanged. 

 (D)  Certain of the Earth's elements, such as platinum, gold, and iridium, followed iron to 
the Earth's core. 

 (E)  The mantlerock of the Moon contains elements such as platinum, gold, and iridium. 
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PASSAGE 6 

One of the questions of interest in the study of the evolution of spiders is whether the weaving of 

orb webs evolved only once or several times. About half the 35,000 known kinds of spiders make 

webs; a third of the web weavers make orb webs. Since most orb weavers belong either to the 

Araneidae or the Uloboridae families, the origin of the orb web can be determined only by 

ascertaining whether the families are related.  

Recent taxonomic analysis of individuals from both families indicates that the families evolved from 

different ancestors, thereby contradicting Wiehle's theory. This theory proposes that the families 

must be related, based on the assumption that complex behavior, such as web building, could evolve 

only once. According to Kullman, web structure is the only characteristic that suggests a relationship 

between families. The families differ in appearance, structure of body hair, and arrangement of eyes. 

Only Uloborids lack venom glands. Further identification and study of characteristic features will 

undoubtedly answer the question of the evolution of the orb web. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q27.  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A)  settle the question of whether orb webs evolved once or more than once 

 (B)  describe scientific speculation concerning an issue related to the evolution of orb webs 

 (C)  analyze the differences between the characteristic features of spiders in the Araneidae 
and  Uloboridae families 

 (D)  question the methods used by earlier investigators of the habits of spiders 

 (E)  demonstrate that Araneidae spiders are not related to Uloboridae spiders 

 

Q28.  In the context in which it appears, “proposes” most nearly means: 

 (A)  postulates 

 (B)  exemplifies 

 (C)  scrutinizes 

 (D)  advocates 

 (E)  repudiates 

 

Q29.  Which of the following statements, if true, most weakens Wiehle's theory that complex 
behavior could evolve only once? 

 (A)  Horses, introduced to the New World by the Spaniards, thrived under diverse climatic 
conditions. 

 (B)  Plants of the Palmaceae family, descendants of a common ancestor, evolved unique 
seed forms even though the plants occupy similar habitats throughout the world. 

 (C)  All mammals are descended from a small, rodentlike animal whose physical 
characteristics in some form are found in all its descendants. 

 (D)  Plants in the Cactaceae and Euphorbiaceae families, although they often look alike 
and have developed similar mechanisms to meet the rigors of the desert, evolved 
independently. 

 (E)  The Cuban anole, which was recently introduced in the Florida wilds, is quickly 
replacing the native Florida chameleon because the anole has no competitors. 

 

Q30.  Select the sentence from the passage that indicates that orb-weaving spiders constitute less 
than 20% of all known types of spiders. 
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Reading Comprehension Assessment 1 – Answer Key 
 

 

Passage 1 Answer  Passage 4 Answer 

Q.1 A 
 

Q.16 B 

Q.2 B 
 

Q.17 A 

Q.3 A 
 

Q.18 Only C 

Q.4 Only C 
 

Q.19 C 

Q.5 …close-ups to reveal 
significant details…. to 

achieve a sense of spectacle 
and distance 

 Q.20 … though imprecise may well 
be stable under small 

perturbations of its underlying 
assumptions. 

Q.6 C 
 

Q.21 D 

Q.7 D 
 

Q.22 E 

     

Passage 2 Answer  Passage 5 Answer 

Q.8 C 
 

Q.23 A 

Q.9 A 
 

Q.24 B, C 

Q.10 C 
 

Q.25 D 

Q.11 B 
 

Q.26 B 

     

Passage 3 Answer  Passage 6 Answer 

Q.12 A 
 

Q.27 B 

Q.13 Only A 
 

Q.28 A 

Q.14 D 
 

Q.29 D 

Q.15 Each of these characteristics 
sharply distinguishes… who 
had immigrated to America 

by 1700. 

 Q.30 About half the 35,000 known 
kinds of spiders make webs; 
a third of the web weavers 

make orb webs. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 13 
 
PASSAGE 1 

In the early twentieth century, the idea that pianists should be musician-scholars whose playing 

reflected the way composers wanted their music to sound replaced the notion that pianists should 

be virtuosos whose performances thrilled audiences with emotional daring and showy displays of 

technique. One important figure to emerge in the period, though a harpsichordist rather than a 

pianist, was Wanda Landowska (1879–1959). She demonstrated how the keyboard works of 

Baroque composers such as Bach, Handel, Scarlatti, and Couperin probably sounded in their own 

times. It would be a mistake to consider Landowska a classicist, however. She had been born in an 

age of Romantic playing dominated by Liszt, Leschetizky, and their pupils. Thus she grew up with 

and was influenced by certain Romantic traditions of performance, whatever the stringency of her 

musical scholarship; Landowska knew how to hold audiences breathless, and when she gave 

recitals, they responded with deathlike silence and rapt attention. 

Her playing was Romantic, but it was at least as close in spirit to the style of playing intended by 

composers of the Baroque (1600–1750) and Classical (1750–1830) eras, as have been the more 

exacting but less emotionally resonant interpretations of most harpsichordists since Landowska. 

She had a miraculous quality of touch, a seemingly autonomous left hand; no artist in her generation 

could clarify with such deftness the polyphonic writing of the Baroque masters. And none could 

make their music so spring to life. 

Her achievements were the result of a lifetime of scholarship, truly remarkable physical gifts, and 

resilient rhythm, all combined with excellent judgment about when not to hold the printed note 

sacrosanct. Of course, developing such judgment demanded considerable experience and 

imagination. She was a genius at underlining the dramatic and emotional content of a piece, and to 

do so, she took liberties, all kinds of liberties, while nevertheless preserving the integrity of a 

composer’s score. In short, her entire musical approach was Romantic: intensely personal, full of 

light and shade, never pedantic. 

Thanks to Landowska, Bach’s music (originally composed for the harpsichord) now sounded 

inappropriately thick when played on the piano. One by one, pianists stopped playing Bach’s music 

as adapted for the piano by Liszt or by Tausig. Then they gradually stopped performing any kind of 

Baroque music on the piano, even Scarlatti’s. The piano repertoire, it began to be felt, was extensive 

enough without reverting to transcriptions of Baroque music originally written for the harpsichord—

and piano performances of Bach and Scarlatti were, despite the obvious similarities between the 

harpsichord and the piano, transcriptions, no matter how faithfully the original notes were played. In 

accordance with this kind of purism came an emphasis on studying composers’ manuscript 

notations, a relatively new field of musicology that is flourishing even today. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The passage suggests that Landowska’s playing embodied a rejection of which of the 
following? 
(A) Emotionally resonant interpretations of musical works. 

(B) An audience’s complete silence during a performance. 

(C) Performances of previously obscure Baroque works. 

(D) The idea that a performer can correctly judge when not to hold the printed note 
sacrosanct. 

(E) Performances emphasizing showy displays of technique that compromise the integrity of 
a composer’s original score 

 

Q.02 Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about the compositions of Scarlatti? 

(A) They were adapted by Liszt and Tausig. 

(B) They have not been transcribed faithfully. 

(C) They were not composed during the Baroque period. 

(D) They were composed for instruments other than piano. 

(E) They fell out of favor with most musicians in the early twentieth century. 

 

Q.03 The passage suggests that Landowska would probably have objected most strongly to which 
of the following? 

(A) A performance of a Bach keyboard piece played on the harpsichord. 

(B) A performance of a Handel organ piece on a Baroque pipe organ. 

(C) A modern composition written for a harpsichord and two pianos. 

(D) A piano solo in which the performer occasionally departs from the tempo indicated by the 
composer. 

(E) A performance of a piano and violin sonata in which the piano part is played on the 
harpsichord. 

 

Q.04 The author’s assertion that Landowska should not be considered a classicist serves primarily 
to emphasize which of the following? 

(A) Landowska specialized in playing the works of composers of the Baroque era. 

(B) Landowska’s repertoire included orchestral music only. 

(C) Landowska’s musical performances were not devoid of emotion. 

(D) Landowska’s repertoire emphasized works of long-lasting interest and value. 

(E) Landowska advocated the study of Classical style or form. 
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PASSAGE 2 

In the 1980s, neuroscientists studying the brain processes underlying our sense of conscious will 

compared subjects’ judgments regarding their subjective will to move (W) and actual movement (M) 

with objective electroencephalographic activity called readiness potential, or RP . As expected, W 

preceded M: subjects consciously perceived the intention to move as preceding a conscious 

experience of actually moving. This might seem to suggest an appropriate correspondence between 

the sequence of subjective experiences and the sequence of the underlying events in the brain. But 

researchers actually found a surprising temporal relation between subjective experience and 

objectively measured neural events: in direct contradiction of the classical conception of free will, 

neural preparation to move (RP) preceded conscious awareness of the intention to move (W) by 

hundreds of milliseconds. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.05 Based on information contained in the passage, which of the following chains of events would 
most closely conform to the classical conception of free will? 

(A) W followed by RP followed by M 

(B) RP followed by W followed by M 

(C) M followed by W followed by RP 

(D) RP followed by M followed by W 

(E) RP followed by W and M simultaneously 

 

Q.06 In the context in which it appears, “temporal” most nearly means 
(A) secular 
(B) chronological  
(C) numerical 
(D) physiological 
(E) mundane 

 

Q.07  The author of the passage mentions the classical conception of free will primarily in order to 

(A) argue that earlier theories regarding certain brain processes were based on false 
assumptions 

(B) suggest a possible flaw in the reasoning of neuroscientists conducting the study 
discussed in the passage 

(C) provide a possible explanation for the unexpected results obtained by neuroscientists 

(D) indicate the reason that the results of the neuroscientists’ study were surprising  

(E) cast doubt on neuroscientists’ conclusions regarding the temporal sequence of brain 
processes 
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PASSAGE 3 

As Gilbert White, Darwin, and others observed long ago, all species appear to have the innate 

capacity to increase their numbers from generation to generation. The task for ecologists is to 

untangle the environmental and biological factors that hold this intrinsic capacity for population 

growth in check over the long run. The great variety of dynamic behaviors exhibited by different 

populations makes this task more difficult: some populations remain roughly constant from year to 

year; others exhibit regular cycles of abundance and scarcity; still others vary wildly, with outbreaks 

and crashes that are in some cases plainly correlated with the weather, and in other cases not. 

To impose some order on this kaleidoscope of patterns, one school of thought proposes dividing 

populations into two groups. These ecologists posit that the relatively steady populations have 

"density- dependent" growth parameters; that is, rates of birth, death, and migration which depend 

strongly on population density. The highly varying populations have "density-independent" growth 

parameters, with vital, rates buffeted by environmental events; these rates fluctuate in a way that is 

wholly independent of population density. 

This dichotomy has its uses, but it can cause problems if taken too literally. For one thing, no 

population can be driven entirely by density-independent factors all the time. No matter how severely 

or unpredictably birth, death and migration rates may be fluctuating around their long-term averages, 

if there were no density-dependent effects, the population would, in the long run, either increase or 

decrease without bound (barring a miracle by which gains and losses canceled exactly). Put another 

way, it may be that on average 99 percent of all deaths in a population arise from density-

independent causes, and only one percent from factors varying with density. The factors making up 

the one percent may seem unimportant, and their cause may be correspondingly hard to determine. 

Yet, whether recognized or not, they will usually determine the long-term average population 

density. 

In order to understand the nature of the ecologist's investigation, we may think of the density-

dependent effects on growth parameters as the "signal" ecologists are trying to isolate and interpret, 

one that tends to make the population increase from relatively low values or decrease from relatively 

high ones, while the density- independent effects act to produce "noise" in the population dynamics. 

For populations that remain relatively constant, or that oscillate around repeated cycles, the signal 

can be fairly easily characterized and its effects described, even though the causative biological 

mechanism may remain unknown. For irregularly fluctuating populations, we are likely to have too 

few observations to have any hope of extracting the signal from the overwhelming noise. But it now 

seems clear that all populations are regulated by a mixture of density- dependent and density-

independent effects in varying proportions. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.08 The author of the passage is primarily concerned with 

(A) discussing two categories of factors that control population growth and assessing their 
relative importance 

(B) describing how growth rates in natural populations fluctuate over time and explaining why 
these changes occur 

(C) proposing a hypothesis concerning population sizes and suggesting ways to test it 

(D) posing a fundamental question about environmental factors in population growth and 
presenting some currently accepted answers 

(E) refuting a commonly accepted theory about population density and offering a new 
alternative 

 

Q.09 It can be inferred from the passage that the author considers the dichotomy discussed in the 
second paragraph to be 

(A) applicable only to erratically fluctuating populations 

(B) useful, but only if its limitations are recognized 

(C) dangerously misleading in most circumstances 

(D) a complete and sufficient way to account for observed phenomena 

(E) conceptually valid, but too confusing to apply on a practical basis 

 
Q.10 Which of the following statements can be inferred from the last paragraph? 

(A) For irregularly fluctuating populations, doubling the number of observations made will 
probably result in the isolation of density-dependent effects. 

(B) Density-dependent effects on population dynamics do not occur as frequently as do 
density-independent effects. 

(C) At present, ecologists do not understand any of the underlying causes of the density-
dependent effects they observe in population dynamics. 

(D) Density-dependent effects on growth parameters are thought to be caused by some sort 
of biochemical "signalling" that ecologists hope eventually to understand. 

(E) It is sometimes possible to infer the existence of a density-dependent factor controlling 
population growth without understanding its causative mechanism. 

 

Q.11 According to the passage, which of the following is a true statement about density-dependent 
factors in population growth? 

(A) They ultimately account for long-term population levels. 

(B) They have little to do with long-term population dynamics. 

(C) They are always more easily isolated and described than those that are density 
independent. 

(D) They include random environmental events. 

(E) They contradict current ecological assumptions about population dynamics. 
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Q.12  According to the passage, all of the following behaviors have been exhibited by different 
populations EXCEPT 

(A) roughly constant population levels from year to year 

(B) regular cycles of increases and decreases in numbers 

(C) erratic increases in numbers correlated with the weather 

(D) unchecked increases in numbers over many generations 

(E) sudden declines in numbers from time to time 

 

Q.13 The discussion concerning population in the third paragraph serves primarily to 

(A) demonstrate the difficulties ecologists face in studying density-dependent factors limiting 
population growth 

(B) advocate more rigorous study of density dependent factors in population growth 

(C) prove that the death rates of any population are never entirely density-independent 

(D) give an example of how death rates function to limit population densities in typical 
populations 

(E) underline the importance of even small density dependent factors in regulating long-term 
population densities 

 

Q.14  In the passage, the author does all of the following EXCEPT 

(A) cite the views of other biologists 

(B) define a basic problem that the passage addresses 

(C) present conceptual categories used by other biologists 

(D) describe the results of a particular study 

(E) draw a conclusion 
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PASSAGE 4 

While the best sixteenth-century Renaissance scholars mastered the classics of ancient Roman 

literature in the original Latin and understood them in their original historical context, most of the 

scholars’ educated contemporaries knew the classics only from school lessons on selected Latin 

texts. These were chosen by Renaissance teachers after much deliberation, for works written by 

and for the sophisticated adults of pagan Rome were not always considered suitable for the 

Renaissance young: the central Roman classics refused (as classics often do) to teach appropriate 

morality and frequently suggested the opposite. Teachers accordingly made students’ needs, not 

textual and historical accuracy, their supreme interest, chopping dangerous texts into short phrases, 

and using these to impart lessons extemporaneously on a variety of subjects, from syntax to science. 

Thus, I believe that a modern reader cannot know the associations that a line of ancient Roman 

poetry or prose had for any particular educated sixteenth-century reader. 

Q.15 The passage is primarily concerned with discussing the 

(A) unsuitability of the Roman classics for the teaching of morality 

(B) approach that sixteenth-century scholars took to learning the Roman classics 

(C) effect that the Roman classics had on educated people in the Renaissance 

(D) way in which the Roman classics were taught in the sixteenth century 

(E) contrast between the teaching of the Roman classics in the Renaissance and the teaching 
of the Roman classics today 

 
Q.16 The information in the passage suggests that which of the following would most likely result 

from a student’s having studied the Roman classics under a typical sixteenth-century 
teacher? 

(A) The student recalls a line of Roman poetry in conjunction with a point learned about 
grammar. 

(B) The student argues that a Roman poem about gluttony is not morally offensive when it is 
understood in its historical context. 

(C) The student is easily able to express thoughts in Latin. 

(D) The student has mastered large portions of the Roman classics. 

(E) The student has a sophisticated knowledge of Roman poetry but little knowledge of 
Roman prose. 

 
Q.17  Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the assertion made in the 

passage concerning what a modern reader cannot know? 

(A) Some modern readers are thoroughly familiar with the classics of ancient Roman literature 
because they majored in classics in college or obtained doctoral degrees in classics. 

(B) Some modern readers have learned which particular works of Roman literature were 
taught to students in the sixteenth century. 

(C) Modern readers can, with some effort, discover that sixteenth-century teachers selected 
some seemingly dangerous classical texts while excluding other seemingly innocuous texts. 

(D) Copies of many of the classical texts used by sixteenth-century teachers, including 
marginal notes describing the oral lessons that were based on the texts, can be found in 
museums today. 

(E) Many of the writings of the best sixteenth-century Renaissance scholars have been 
translated from Latin and are available to modern readers.  
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PASSAGE 5 

A portrait type that appeared with relentless frequency in eighteenth-century England is the familiar 

image of a gentleman poised with one hand inside his partially unbuttoned waistcoat. Standard 

interpretations of this portrait posture offer observations of correspondence—demonstrating either 

that it mirrors actual social behavior or that it borrows from classical statuary. Such explanations, 

however, illuminate neither the source of this curious convention nor the reason for its popularity. It 

is true that in real life the "hand-in" was a common stance for elite men. Still, there were other 

ways of comporting the body that did not become winning portrait formulas. And even if the "hand-

in' portrait does resemble certain classical statues, what accounts for the adoption of this particular 

pose? 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.18 Which of the following might provide an explanation for the popularity of hand-in portraits that 
would satisfy the author of the passage? 

(A) An eighteenth-century English etiquette manual discussing the social implications of the 
"hand-in" stance 

(B) A comprehensive catalogue of eighteenth-century English portraits that showed what 
proportion of portraits depicted gentlemen in the "hand-in" stance 

(C) A passage from an eighteenth-century English novel in which a gentleman considers what 
stance to adopt when his portrait is painted 

 

Q.19 In the context of the passage as a whole, the primary function of the sentence ("It is . . . 
men") is to 

(A) emphasize the influence of a particular social class on the conventions of eighteenth-
century English portraiture 

(B) account for the origin of a particular type of behaviour frequently represented in 
eighteenth-century English portraiture 

(C) acknowledge a historical basis for two competing hypotheses about a particular portrait 
type 

(D) question the relevance of certain evidence frequently cited in support of an explanation 
for a particular portrait type 

(E) concede that one explanation for the prevalence of a particular portrait type has a basis 
in fact 

 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 13  328 
 

Reading Comprehension Drill 13 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 E 

Question 02 D 

Question 03 E 

Question 04 C 

Question 05 A 

Question 06 B 

Question 07 D 

Question 08 A 

Question 09 B 

Question 10 E 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 D 

Question 13 E 

Question 14 D 

Question 15 D 

Question 16 A 

Question 17 D 

Question 18 A, C 

Question 19 E 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 14 
 

PASSAGE 1 

(This passage is excerpted from an article that was published in 1981.) 

The deep sea typically has a sparse fauna dominated by tiny worms and crustaceans, with an even 

sparser distribution of larger animals. However, near hydrothermal vents, areas of the ocean where 

warm water emerges from subterranean sources, live remarkable densities of huge clams, blind 

crabs, and fish.  

Most deep-sea faunas rely for food on particulate matter, ultimately derived from photosynthesis, 

falling from above. The food supplies necessary to sustain the large vent communities, however, 

must be many times the ordinary fallout. The first reports describing vent faunas proposed two 

possible sources of nutrition: bacterial chemosynthesis, production of food by bacteria using energy 

derived from chemical changes, and advection, the drifting of food materials from surrounding 

regions. Later, evidence in support of the idea of intense local chemosynthesis was accumulated: 

hydrogen sulfide was found in vent water; many vent-site bacteria were found to be capable of 

chemosynthesis; and extremely large concentrations of bacteria were found in     samples of vent 

water thought to be pure. This final observation seemed decisive. If such astonishing concentrations 

of bacteria were typical of vent outflow, then food within the vent would dwarf any contribution from 

advection. Hence, the widely quoted conclusion was reached that bacterial chemosynthesis 

provides the foundation, for hydrothermal-vent food chains-an exciting prospect because no other 

communities on Earth are independent of photosynthesis. 

There are, however, certain difficulties with this interpretation. For example, some of the large 

sedentary organisms associated with vents are also found at ordinary deep-sea temperatures many 

meters from the nearest hydrothermal sources. This suggests that bacterial chemosynthesis is not 

a sufficient source of nutrition for these creatures. Another difficulty is that similarly dense 

populations of large deep-sea animals have been found in the proximity of "smokers" – vents where 

water emerges at temperatures up to 350° C. No bacteria can survive such heat, and no bacteria 

were found there. Unless smokers are consistently located near more hospitable warm-water vents, 

chemosynthesis can account for only a fraction of the vent faunas. It is conceivable, however, that 

these large, sedentary organisms do in fact feed on bacteria that grow in warm-water vents, rise in 

the vent water, and then rain in peripheral areas to nourish animals living some distance from the 

warm-water vents. 

Nonetheless, advection is a more likely alternative food source. Research has demonstrated that 

advective flow, which originates near the surface of the ocean where suspended particulate matter 

accumulates, transports some of that matter and water to the vents. Estimates suggest that for every 

cubic meter of vent discharge, 350 milligrams of particulate organic material would be advected into 

the vent area. Thus, for an average-sized vent, advection could provide more than 30 kilograms of 

potential food per day. In addition, it is likely that small live animals in the advected water might be 

killed or stunned by thermal and/or chemical shock thereby contributing to the food supply of vents. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The passage provides information for answering which of the following questions? 

 (A) What causes warm-water vents to form? 

 (B) Do vent faunas consume more than do deep-sea faunas of similar size? 

 (C) Do bacteria live in the vent water of smokers? 

 (D) What role does hydrogen sulfide play in chemosynthesis? 

 (E) What accounts for the locations of deep-sea smokers? 

 

Q.02  The information in the passage suggests that the majority of deep-sea faunas that live in 
nonvent habitats have which of the following characteristics? 

 (A) They do not normally feed on particles of food in the water. 

 (B) They are smaller than many vent faunas. 

 (C) They are predators. 

 (D) They derive nutrition from a chemosynthetic food source. 

 (E) They congregate around a single main food source. 

 

Q.03 The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A) describe a previously unknown natural phenomenon 

 (B) reconstruct the evolution of a natural phenomenon 

 (C) establish unequivocally the accuracy of a hypo thesis 

 (D) survey explanations for a natural phenomenon and determine which is best supported by 
evidence 

 (E) entertain criticism of the author's research and provide an effective response 

 

Q.04  Which of the following does the author cite as a weakness in the argument that bacterial 
chemosynthesis provides the foundation for the food chains at deep-sea vents? 

 (A) Vents are colonized by some of the same animals found in other areas of the ocean floor. 

 (B) Vent water does not contain sufficient quantities of hydrogen sulfide. 

 (C) Bacteria cannot produce large quantities of food quickly enough. 

 (D) Large concentrations of minerals are found in vent water. 

 (E) Some bacteria found in the vents are incapable of chemosynthesis. 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.05  Which of the following is information supplied in the passage that would support the 
statement that the food supplies necessary to sustain vent communities must be many 
times that of ordinary fallout? 

 (A) Large vent faunas move from vent to vent in search of food. 

(B) Vent faunas are not able to consume food produced by photosynthesis. 

(C) Vents are more densely populated than are other deep-sea areas. 
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Q.06  The author refers to "smokers" most probably in order to 

 (A) show how thermal shock can provide food for some vent faunas by stunning small animals 

 (B) prove that the habitat of most deep-sea animals is limited to warm-water vents 

 (C) explain how bacteria carry out chemosynthesis 

 (D) demonstrate how advection compensates for the lack of food sources on the seafloor 

 (E) present evidence that bacterial chemosynthesis may be an inadequate source of food for 
some vent faunas 

. 

Q.07  Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about the particulate matter that is 
carried down from the surface of the ocean? 

 (A) It is the basis of bacterial chemosynthesis in the vents. 

 (B) It may provide an important source of nutrition for vent faunas. 

 (C) It may cause the internal temperature of the vents to change significantly. 

 (D) It is transported as large aggregates of particles. 

 (E) It contains hydrogen sulfide. 
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PASSAGE 2 

Throughout human history there have been many stringent taboos concerning watching other 

people eat or eating in the presence of others. There have been attempts to explain these taboos in 

terms of inappropriate social relationships either between those who are involved and those who 

are not simultaneously involved in the satisfaction of a bodily need, or between those already 

satiated and those who appear to be shamelessly gorging. Undoubtedly such elements exist in the 

taboos, but there is an additional element with a much more fundamental importance. In prehistoric 

times, when food was so precious and the on-lookers so hungry, not to offer half of the little food 

one had was unthinkable, since every glance was a plea for life. Further, during those times, people 

existed in nuclear or extended family groups, and the sharing of food was quite literally supporting 

one's family or, by extension, preserving one's self. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.08  If the argument in the passage is valid, taboos against eating in the presence of others who 
are not also eating would be LEAST likely in a society that 

 (A) had always had a plentiful supply of food 

 (B) emphasized the need to share worldly goods 

 (C) had a nomadic rather than an agricultural way of life 

 (D) emphasized the value of privacy 

 (E) discouraged overindulgence 

 

Q.09  The author's hypothesis concerning the origin of taboos against watching other people eat 
emphasizes the 

 (A) general palatability of food 

 (B) religious significance of food 

 (C) limited availability of food 

 (D) various sources of food 

 (E) nutritional value of food 

 

Q.10  According to the passage, the author believes that past attempts to explain some taboos 
concerning eating are 

 (A) unimaginative 

 (B) implausible 

 (C) inelegant 

 (D) incomplete 

 (E) unclear 

 
Q.11  In developing the main idea of the passage, the author does which of the following? 

 (A) Downplays earlier attempts to explain the origins of a social prohibition. 

 (B) Adapts a scientific theory and applies it to a spiritual relationship. 

 (C) Simplifies a complex biological phenomenon by explaining it in terms of social needs. 

 (D) Reorganizes a system designed to guide personal behavior. 

 (E) Codifies earlier, un-systematized conjectures about family life. 
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PASSAGE 3 

Of Homer's two epic poems, the Odyssey has always been more popular than the Iliad, perhaps 

because it includes more features of mythology that are accessible to readers. Its subject (to use 

Maynard Mack's categories) is "life-as-spectacle," for readers, diverted by its various incidents, 

observe its hero Odysseus primarily from without; the tragic Iliad, however, presents "life-as- 

experience": readers are asked to identify with the mind of Achilles, whose motivations render him 

a not particularly likable hero. In addition, the Iliad, more than the Odyssey, suggests the complexity 

of the gods' involvement in human actions, and to the extent that modern readers find this complexity 

a needless complication, the Iliad is less satisfying than the Odyssey, with its simpler ‘scheme' of 

divine justice. Finally, since the Iliad presents a historically verifiable action, Troy's siege, the poem 

raises historical questions that are absent from the Odyssey's blithely imaginative world. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.12  The author uses Mack's "categories" most probably in order to 

 (A) argue that the Iliad should replace the Odyssey as the more popular poem   

 (B) indicate Mack's importance as a commentator on the Iliad and the Odyssey 

 (C) suggest one way in which the Iliad and the Odyssey can be distinguished   

 (D) point out some of the difficulties faced by readers of the Iliad and the Odyssey  

 (E) demonstrate that the Iliad and the Odyssey can best be distinguished by comparing their 
respective heroes 

 

Q.13  The author suggests that the variety of incidents in the Odyssey may deter the reader from 

(A) concentrating on the poem's mythological features 

(B) concentrating on the psychological states of the poem's central character  

(C) accepting the explanations that have been offered for the poem's popularity  

(D) accepting the poem's scheme of divine justice  

(E) accepting Maynard Mack's theory that the poem's subject is "life-as-spectacle" 

 

Q.14  The passage is primarily concerned with 

 (A) distinguishing arguments  

 (B) applying classifications   

 (C) initiating a debate   

 (D) resolving a dispute   

 (E) developing a contrast 

 

Q.15  It can be inferred from the passage that a reader of the Iliad is likely to have trouble identifying 
with the poem's hero for which of the following reasons? 

 (A) The hero is eventually revealed to be unheroic. 

 (B) The hero can be observed by the reader only from without. 

 (C) The hero's psychology is not historically verifiable. 

 (D) The hero's emotions often do not seem appealing to the reader. 

 (E) The hero's emotions are not sufficiently various to engage the reader's attention. 
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PASSAGE 4 

It might seem illogical that the development of modern currency rests on a scientific discovery, but 

the invention of the "touchstone" allowed ancient societies to create a standard by which valuable 

metals could be judged. In its most basic form, a touchstone is any dark, finely grained stone upon 

which soft metals leave traces. When rubbed, a process known as "probing," precious metal alloy 

cleaves to the stone, leaving a stripe. The color of the stripe (which reveals the percentage of its 

content that is base metal) can then be compared to a stripe of a known grade of standard alloy. 

Despite its primitiveness, this probing process allowed merchants to examine alloys quickly and with 

reasonable certainty. Though civilizations were using gold and silver currencies as early as 500 

B.C., coins were easily forged or diluted with less valuable metals, such as tin or lead. The invention 

and popularization of the touchstone ensured that pure gold and silver could become a standard 

expression of value. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.16  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A) demonstrate that science can influence non-scientific progress 

 (B) underline the touchstone's importance in the history of currency 

 (C) explain how the touchstone is able to measure the purity of an alloy 

 (D) explore the etymology of the word "touchstone" 

 (E) refute an historical misconception 

 

Q.17  The author's description of how coins were adulterated is included in the passage in order to 

(A) illustrate the historical precedent replaced by the invention 

(B) outline for the reader the chronology of the events in the passage 

(C) explain the larger importance of the details just provided 

(D) give the passage a cultural context 

(E) dismiss a misleading counterargument 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.18  The passage indicates that the advances brought about by the probing process included 

 (A) an efficient means of ascertaining the purity of a metal 

 (B) a means by which governments could standardize currency values 

 (C) a measure of security against adulterated coins 

 

Q.19  Select the sentence in the passage that indicates the principal basis by which the touchstone 
probing process helped to determine the purity of an alloy. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 14 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 C 

Question 02 B 

Question 03 D 

Question 04 A 

Question 05 Only C 

Question 06 E 

Question 07 B 

Question 08 A 

Question 09 C 

Question 10 D 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 C 

Question 13 B 

Question 14 E 

Question 15 D 

Question 16 B 

Question 17 C 

Question 18 A, C 

Question 19 The color of the stripe (which reveals the 
percentage of its content that is base metal) can 
then be compared to a stripe of a known grade 
of standard alloy. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 15 
 

PASSAGE 1 

Ragtime is a musical form that synthesizes folk melodies and musical techniques into a brief 

quadrille-like structure, designed to be played-exactly as written-on the piano. A strong analogy 

exists between European composers like Ralph Vaughan Williams, Edvard Grieg, and Anton Dvorak 

who combined folk tunes and their own original materials in larger compositions and the pioneer 

ragtime composers in the United States. Composers like Scott Joplin and James Scott were in a 

sense collectors or musicologists, collecting dance and folk music in Black communities and 

consciously shaping it into brief suites or anthologies called piano rags. 

It has sometimes been charged that ragtime is mechanical. For instance, Wilfred Mellers comments, 

"rags 'were transferred to the pianola roll and, even if not played by a machine, should be played 

like a machine, with meticulous precision." However, there is no reason to assume that ragtime is 

inherently mechanical simply because commercial manufacturers applied a mechanical recording 

method to ragtime, the only way to record pianos at that date. Ragtime's is not a mechanical 

precision, and it is not precision limited to the style of performance. It arises from ragtime's following 

a well-defined form and obeying simple rules within that form 

The classic formula for the piano rag disposes three to five themes in sixteen-bar strains, often 

organized with repeats. The rag opens with a bright, memorable strain or theme, followed by a 

similar theme, leading to a trio of marked lyrical character, with the structure concluded by a lyrical 

strain that parallels the rhythmic developments of the earlier themes. The aim of the structure is to 

rise from one theme to another in a stair-step manner, ending on a note of triumph or exhilaration. 

Typically, each strain is divided into two 8-bar segments that are essentially alike, so the rhythmic-

melodic unit of ragtime is only eight bars of 2/4 measure. Therefore, themes must be brief with clear, 

sharp melodic figures. Not concerned with development of musical themes, the ragtime composer 

instead sets a theme down intact, in finished form, and links it to various related themes. Tension in 

ragtime compositions arises from a polarity between two basic ingredients: a continuous bass called      

by jazz musicians a boom-chick bass-in the pianist's left hand, and its melodic, syncopated 

counterpart in the right hand. 

Ragtime remains distinct from jazz both as an instrumental style and as a genre. Ragtime style 

stresses a pattern of repeated rhythms, not the constant inventions and variations of jazz. As a 

genre, ragtime requires strict attention to structure, not inventiveness or virtuosity. It exists as a 

tradition, a set of conventions, a body of written scores, separate from the individual players 

associated with it. In this sense ragtime is more akin to folk music of the nineteenth century than to 

jazz. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 Which of the following best describes the main purpose of the passage? 

(A) To contrast ragtime music and jazz 

(B) To acknowledge and counter significant adverse criticisms of ragtime music 

(C) To define ragtime music as an art form and describe its structural characteristics 

(D) To review the history of ragtime music and analyze ragtime's effect on listeners 

(E) To explore the similarities between ragtime music and certain European musical 
compositions 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.02  According to the passage, which of the following is a characteristic of ragtime compositions 
that follow the classic ragtime formula? 

(A) syncopation 

(B) well-defined melodic figures 

(C) rising rhythmic-melodic intensity 

 

Q.03 According to the passage, Ralph Vaughan Williams, Anton Dvohik, and Scott Joplin are 
similar in that they all 

(A) conducted research into musicological history 

(B) wrote original compositions based on folk tunes 

(C) collected and recorded abbreviated piano suites 

(D) created intricate sonata-like musical structures 

(E) explored the relations between Black music and continental folk music 

 

Q.04  The author rejects the argument that ragtime is a mechanical music because that argument 

(A) overlooks the precision required of the ragtime player 

(B) does not accurately describe the sound of ragtime pianola music 

(C) confuses the means of recording and the essential character of the music 

(D) exaggerates the influence of the performance style of professional ragtime players on the 
reputation of the genre 

(E) improperly identifies commercial ragtime music with the subtler classic ragtime style 

 

Q.05  It can be inferred that the author of the passage believes that the most important feature of 
ragtime music is its 

(A) commercial success 

(B) fonnal structure 

(C) emotional range 

(D) improvisational opportunities 

(E) role as a forerunner of jazz 
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Q.06  It can be inferred from the passage that the essential nature of ragtime has been obscured 
by commentaries based on 

(A) the way ragtime music was first recorded 

(B) interpretations of ragtime by jazz musicians 

(C) the dance fashions that were contemporary with ragtime 

(D) early reviewers' accounts of characteristic structure 

(E) the musical sources used by Scott Joplin and James Scott 

. 

Q.07  Which of the following is most nearly analogous in source and artistic character to a ragtime 
composition as described in the passage? 

(A) Symphonic music derived from complex jazz motifs 

(B) An experimental novel based on well-known cartoon characters 

(C) A dramatic production in which actors invent scenes and improvise lines 

(D) A ballet whose disciplined choreography is based on folk-dance steps 

(E) A painting whose abstract shapes evoke familiar objects in a natural landscape 
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PASSAGE 2 

Suspicious as they are of American intentions, and bolstered by court rulings that seem to give them 

license to seek out and publish any and all government secrets, the media’s distrust of our 

government, combined with their limited understanding of the world at large, damages our ability to 

design and conduct good policy in ways that the media rarely imagine.  

The leak through which sensitive information flows from the government to the press is detrimental 

to policy in so far as it almost completely precludes the possibility of serious discussion. The fear 

that anything they say, even in what is construed as a private forum, may appear in print, makes 

many people, whether our own government officials or the leaders of foreign countries, unwilling to 

speak their minds. 

Must we be content with the restriction of our leaders‘ policy discussions to a handful of people who 

trust each other, thus limiting the richness and variety of ideas that could be brought forward through 

a larger group because of the nearly endemic nature of this problem? It is vitally important for the 

leaders of the United States to know the real state of affairs internationally, and this can occur only 

if foreign leaders feel free to speak their minds to our diplomats.  

Until recently, it looked as if the media had convinced the public that journalists were more reliable 

than the government; however, this may be changing. With the passage of time, the media have 

lost lustre. They—having grown large and powerful—provoke the same public skepticism that other 

large institutions in the society do. A series of media scandals has contributed to this. Many 

Americans have concluded that the media are no more credible than the government, and public 

opinion surveys reflect much ambivalence about the press.  

While leaks are generally defended by media officials on the grounds of the public’s “right to know”. 

in reality they are part of the Washington political power game, as well as part of the policy process. 

The "leaker" may be currying favour with the media, or may be planting information to influence 

policy. In the first case, he is helping himself by enhancing the prestige of a journalist; in the second, 

he is using the media as a stage for his preferred policies. In either instance, it closes the circle: the 

leak begins with a political motive, is advanced by a politicized media, and continues because of 

politics. Although some of the journalists think they are doing the work, they are more often than not 

instruments of the process, not prime movers. The media must be held accountable for their 

activities, just like every other significant institution in our society, and the media must be forced to 

earn the public’s trust. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.08  Based on the information in the passage, with which of the following statements would the 
author most likely agree?  

(A) Feeding the public misinformation is warranted in certain situations. 

(B) The public has a right to know the real state of foreign affairs. 

(C) The fewer the number of people involved in policy discussions, the better. 

(D) Leaders give up their right to privacy when they are elected. 

(E) The media is not accountable to the public 
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Q.09  Implicit in the author’s argument that leaks result in far more limited and unreliable policy 
discussions with foreign leaders is the idea that: 

(A) leaks should be considered breaches of trust and therefore immoral. 

(B) leaks have occurred throughout the history of politics. 

(C) foreign and U.S. leaders discussed policy without inhibition before the rise of the mass 
media. 

(D) leaders fear the public would react negatively if it knew the real state of affairs. 

(E) it is best to keep the media in the dark 

 

Q.10  What is the main idea of the passage ?  

(A) to argue that the media is acting against the national interests. 

(B) to convince that journalists are attempting to enhance their own prestige. 

(C) to discuss the negative effects that media ―leaks have on foreign policy and the media’s 
credibility. 

(D)  to criticise politicians for being dishonest in public. 

(E)  to suggest that the media needs to be regulated more strongly and effectively. 

 

Q.11  Based on the passage, when the media now challenge the actions of a public official, the 
public assumes that: 

(A) the official is always wrong. 

(B) the media is always wrong. 

(C) the media may be wrong. 

(D) the official and the media may both be wrong. 

(E) the public ignores this piece of news completely 
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PASSAGE 3 

Every four years voters across the United States elect a president. Various factors such as choices 

in campaign locations, the candidates‘ adherence to polling data and use of the Internet by 

candidates to reach potential voters all influence the preference of those voters, but perhaps none 

of these is so persuasive as a candidate’s performance on nationally televised debates just prior to 

the election. Newspapers and television news programs generally attempt to provide thorough 

coverage of the debates, further augmenting the effect of good or bad candidate performances.  

In this way, the news media fulfill the traditional role of educating the public and enabling voters to 

make better informed decisions about elected officials. However, the same technology which brings 

live debates into millions of living rooms across the nation also limits the availability of debate 

coverage by use of ―pool coverage, the sharing of news coverage with other news organizations. 

The alternative is unilateral coverage, in which each news organization covers the event 

independently. Most events subject to pool coverage are so planned by the sponsors because of 

space limitations or safety concerns for prominent people attending or participating in the events. 

Since the television media require more people and equipment than their print counterparts, 

television usually is affected more frequently. 

The pool system, when employed to cover debates between presidential nominees of the major 

political parties, violates the first amendment. The Constitution’s mandate for a free press allows 

restrictions on press coverage only when there is a compelling governmental interest at stake. 

Presidential debates involve no interest sufficient to justify the admission of one news organization 

to the exclusion of all others. 

Pool coverage of a presidential debate means that individual broadcasters are unable to cover the 

event in their own way and, consequently, to convey a unique account to their viewers; they must 

purchase and use coverage provided by the pool representative or have no coverage at all. The 

networks participate reluctantly. Pool coverage denies an opportunity to gain maximum insight from 

the debate. Indeed, the first amendment freedoms afforded the press exist largely to ensure that the 

public benefits from the free flow of information. The Supreme Court has noted that ―it is the right 

of viewers and listeners, not the right of the broadcasters, which is paramount.  

To overcome the problem of restricted access, television news media could be divided into four 

categories: domestic networks, foreign news services, domestic news services, and independent 

broadcasters. Some broadcasters would be denied access, but the critical point is that in the end, 

the viewers will benefit, for they will have seen different debate coverage and, ultimately, will be 

better informed. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

 

Q.12  What is the author of the passage primarily concerned with?  

(A) Arguing in favour of giving more rights to individual broadcasters 

(B) Describing the pool system of coverage of events 

(C) Asserting that the first Amendment needs to be amended 

(D) Describing a problem with media coverage of certain events and suggesting a solution 

(E) Criticising the American Presidential election system 
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Q.13  Which of the following claims does the passage provide some support for ?  

(A) News organizations tend not to cooperate with each other unless they are forced to do 
so. 

(B) Most presidential candidates fare poorly in televised debates because they are not good 
public speakers. 

(C) Current news coverage of presidential debates limits the information available to the 
public. 

(D) Foreign news organizations have generally been uninterested in American presidential 
debates. 

(E) The pool system also has its positive points  

 

Q.14  The author of this passage would probably give his greatest support to which of the following 
actions?  

(A) A decision to allow more news services to cover presidential debates 

(B) A decision to allow fewer news services to cover presidential debates 

(C) A decision to ban presidential debates until more news services are allowed to cover 
them 

(D) A decision to ban presidential debates until fewer news services are allowed to cover 
them 

(E) A decision to change the first amendment  

 

Q.15  What role does the last paragraph play in the passage?  

(A) It provides a general conclusion to the passage 

(B) It suggests a solution to a problem discussed in the passage 

(C) It provides specific guidelines that need to be followed in future 

(D) It describes an action that the author opposes 

(E) It provides support for the main conclusion of the passage  
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PASSAGE 4 

From time to time history and myth come peculiarly close to one another, casting a new light on old, 

and often largely dismissed tales. In various Eastern cultures the notion of the winged serpent and 

the dragon have come down from the ages, only to be cast aside by modern society as fantastic, 

mythological creations of someone’s overactive ancient imagination. Now, it seems, this 

supernatural beast might have some historical antecedents. 

Archaeopteryx lithographica lived during the latter part of the Jurassic period, approximately 150 

million years ago, just south of what today is central Germany. This ancient creature combined a 

reptilian body and tail with bird-like wings and feathers. This strange amalgamation of traits seems 

like something out of ancient mysticism of the Far East.  

This beast has provided a wealth of information about the evolution of flight in birds. However, fossil 

and skeletal studies indicate that it was not capable of flight. None of the Archaeopteryx fossils 

discovered to date, including the most mature specimens, exhibit an ossified or bony sternum, the 

wide bone that extends from the chest to the pelvic area in most modern birds. The main purposes 

of this structure are to protect internal organs during flight and to act as a sturdy anchoring point for 

the enormous pectoral muscles necessary for flight. There is no indication that Archaeopteryx ever 

developed strong pectoral muscles, and perhaps this is one reason why it never developed a 

sternum. Instead, it retained reptilian gastral ribs, thin braces in the abdominal region, which were 

not attached to the skeleton and which served only to support and protect internal organs. 

Researchers believe that flight would have been highly unlikely in an animal with such skeletal 

characteristics.  

Furthermore, the bones in the manus of Archaeopteryx do not seem to have been fused. In modern 

birds, these bones are fused in order to support the wing. In addition, the ulna of modern birds is 

marked with small knobs where feathers are anchored firmly to the bone by ligaments. The ulna in 

Archaeopteryx, however, is smooth, indicating that its feathers were not firmly anchored into the 

skeleton.  

Finally, the skeletal characteristics of Archaeopteryx seem to indicate that this animal was most 

adapted to terrestrial movement. Its hind legs and pelvis closely resemble those of bipedal theropods 

and dinosaurs, suggesting that, like these other bipeds, it was adept at running along the ground. In 

contrast to the posture of modern birds, whose bodies are suspended at the pelvis like a seesaw 

with the thighbones horizontal, it stood up on its hind legs with its long reptilian tail serving to balance 

it as well as enhance its ability to coordinate abrupt changes of direction while running. In modern 

birds all that remains of the tail is a shrunken, fused structure called a pygostyle. Although the foot 

of Archaeopteryx was bird-like, with fused metatarsals, it was also adapted to running. By way of its 

peculiar mix of features, it seems to represent a kind of transitionary phase, illustrating an 

evolutionary leap from reptile to bird and providing insight into the development of flight.  

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.16  Suppose that scientists have recently found the skeleton of a bird capable of flight embedded 
in pre-Jurassic period rock. What effect would this discovery most likely have on their thinking 
about Archaeopteryx lithographica ? 

(A) It would support the view that Archaeopteryx lithographica represented a transitionary 
species between reptiles and birds. 

(B) It would undermine the view that Archaeopteryx lithographica represented a transitionary 
species between reptiles and birds. 

(C) It would neither support nor undermine the view that Archaeopteryx lithographica 
represented a transitionary species between reptiles and birds. 

(D) It would support the view that Archaeopteryx lithographica failed to develop the pectoral 
muscles necessary for flight. 

(E) It would prove beyond doubt that Archaeopteryx lithographica was actually a bird 

 

Q.17  Based on information in the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true? 

(A) Archaeopteryx lithographica’s skeleton is similar to the skeleton of a modern bird. 

(B) Archaeopteryx lithographica’s tail played a larger role in its daily life than the tail of a 
modern bird plays in its daily life. 

(C) Scientists have studied Archaeopteryx lithographica in order to learn about the 
development of flight. 

(D) Archaeopteryx lithographica shared some characteristics in common with dinosaurs. 

(E) E. Archaeopteryx lithographica lived in what is now Germany 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.18  Researchers believe that Archaeopteryx differs from modern birds for which of the following 
reasons? 

(A) a lack of feathers. 

(B) pectoral muscle development. 

(C) ossification of the sternum. 

 

Q.19  The passage is primarily concerned with 

(A) analysing the factors that led to the extinction of dinosaurs 

(B) describing the similarities between Archaeopteryx lithographica and modern birds 

(C) explaining how birds are able to fly 

(D) discussing how Archaeopteryx lithographica could be an evolutionary link between 
reptiles and birds for  

(E) state that bones in the manus of Archaeopteryx lithographica were different from those 
of modern birds 

. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 15 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 C 

Question 02 A, B, C 

Question 03 B 

Question 04 C 

Question 05 B 

Question 06 A 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 16 
 

PASSAGE 1 

Traditionally, the study of history has had fixed boundaries and focal points-periods, countries, 

dramatic events, and great leaders. It also has had clear and firm notions of scholarly procedure: 

how one inquires into a historical problem, how one presents and documents one's findings, what 

constitutes admissible and adequate proof.  

Anyone who has followed recent historical literature can testify to the revolution that is taking place 

in historical studies. The currently fashionable subjects come directly from the sociology catalog: 

childhood, work, leisure. The new subjects are accompanied by new methods. Where history once 

was primarily narrative, it is now entirely analytic. The old questions "What happened?" and "How 

did it happen?" have given way to the question "Why did it happen?" Prominent among the methods 

used to answer the question "Why" is psychoanalysis, and its use has given rise to psychohistory. 

Psychohistory does not merely use. Psychological explanations in historical contexts. Historians 

have always used such explanations when they were appropriate and when there was sufficient 

evidence for them. But this pragmatic use of psychology is not what psycho-historians intend. They 

are committed, not just to psychology in general, but to Freudian psychoanalysis. This commitment 

precludes a commitment to history as historians have always understood it. Psychohistory derives 

its "facts" not from history, the detailed records of events and their consequences, but from 

psychoanalysis of the individuals who made history, and deduces its theories not from this or that 

instance in their lives, but from a view of human nature that transcends history. It denies the basic 

criterion of historical evidence: that evidence be publicly accessible to, and therefore assessable by, 

all historians. And it violates the basic tenet of historical method: that historians be alert to the 

negative instances that would refute their theses. Psycho-historians, convinced of the absolute 

rightness of their own theories, are also convinced that theirs is the "deepest" explanation of any 

event, that other explanations fall short of the truth. 

Psychohistory is not content to violate the discipline of history (in the sense of the proper mode of 

studying and writing about the past); It also violates the past itself. It denies to the past an integrity 

and will of its own, in which people acted out of a variety of motives and in which events had a 

multiplicity of causes and effects. It imposes upon the past the same determinism that it imposes· 

upon the present, thus robbing people and events of their individuality and of their complexity. 

Instead of respecting the particularity of the past, It assimilates all events, past and present, into a 

single deterministic schema that is presumed to be true at all times and in all circumstances. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 Which of the following best states the main point of the passage? 

(A) The approach of psycho-historians to historical study is currently in vogue even though it 
lacks the rigor and verifiability of traditional historical method. 

(B)  Traditional historians can benefit from studying the techniques and findings of psycho-
historians. 

(C) Areas of sociological study such as childhood and work are of little interest to traditional 
historians. 

(D) The psychological assessment of an individual’s behavior and attitudes is more 
informative than the details of his or· her daily life. 

(E) History is composed of unique and nonrepeating events that must be individually analyzed 
on the basis of publicly verifiable evidence. 

 

Q.02  It can be inferred from the passage that one way in which traditional history can be 
distinguished from psychohistory is that traditional history usually 

(A) views past events as complex and having their own individuality 

(B) relies on a single interpretation of human behavior to explain historical events 

(C) interprets historical events in such a way that their specific nature is transcended 

(D)  turns to psychological explanations in historical contexts to account for events 

(E) relies strictly on data that are concrete and quantifiable 

 

Q.03 It can be inferred from the passage that the methods used by psycho-historians probably 
prevent them from 

(A) presenting their material in chronological order: 

(B) producing a one-sided picture of an individual’s personality and motivations. . 

(C) uncovering alternative explanations that might cause them to question their own 
conclusions 

(D) offering a consistent interpretation of the impact of personality on historical events 

(E) recognizing connections between a government’s political actions and the aspirations of 
government leaders 

 

Q.04  The passage supplies information for answering which of the following questions? 

(A) What are some specific examples of the use of psychohistory in historical interpretation? 

(B) When were the conventions governing the practice of traditional history first established? 

(C) When do traditional historians consider psychological explanations of historical 
developments appropriate? 

(D) What sort of historical figure is best suited for psychohistorical analysis? 

(E) What is the basic criterion of historical evidence required by traditional historians? 

 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 16  348 
 

Q.05  The author mentions which of the following as a characteristic of the practice of psycho 
historians? 

(A) The lives of historical figures are presented in episodic rather than narrative form. 

(B) Archives used by psycho-historians to gather material are not accessible to other 
scholars. 

(C) Past and current events are all placed within the same, deterministic schema. 

(D) Events in the adult life of a historical figure are seen to be more consequential than are 
those in the childhood of the figure. 

(E) Analysis is focused on group behavior rather than on particular events in an individual's 
life. 

 

Q.06  The author of the passage suggests that psycho-historians view history primarily as 

(A) a report of events, causes, and effects that is generally accepted by historians but which 
is, for the most part, unverifiable 

(B) an episodic account that lacks cohesion because 

records of the role of childhood, work, and leisure in the lives of historical figures are rare 

(C) an uncharted sea of seemingly unexplainable events that have meaning only when 
examined as discrete units 

(D) a record of the way in which a closed set of immutable psychological laws seems to have 
shaped events 

(E) a proof of the existence of intricate causal interrelationships between past and present 
events 

. 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.07  In presenting her analysis, the author which all of the following? 

(A) Make general statements without reference to specific examples. 

(B) Point out inconsistencies in the psycho-historians' application of their methods. 

(C) Question the adequacy of the psycho historians' interpretation of events. 
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PASSAGE 2 

Though he left us with numerous great works and, to be sure, is widely regarded as America’s first 

internationally renowned author, Washington Irving’s sometimes enigmatic tendencies and 

techniques have left literary critiques and academics to ponder his motives more than 140 years 

after his death. One such trait that raises the proverbial eyebrow of the community of readers and 

critiques is Irving’s repeated, and varied, use of pseudonyms throughout his career.  

One of the most well-known female writers to adopt a pen name was George Sand, born Aurore 

Dupin in 1804, who became one of the most prolific and admired French authors – female or male 

– during the nineteenth century. The true identity of George Sand did not remain a secret for long, 

for after 1830 the author used this name in her everyday life, and close friends commonly referred 

to her as ―George  

Most portraits of the author as an adult are entitled simply George Sand and make no reference to 

her given name. Her son, too, adopted this new last name even though association with his famous 

author mother did not bring him any obvious benefits, other than to indicate that his relationship with 

his mother was closer than that of his sister. Given that the name ―George Sand is radically 

different from Aurore Dupin’s birth name, many readers have wondered how the author formulated 

her masculine pen name.  

At least two possible answers spring to mind. The first, as indicated in Curtis Cate’s biography 

George Sand, is that the idea for this pseudonym arose from a collaboration with her first lover, 

Jules Sandeau, with whom she co-authored several articles as well as a full-length novel entitled 

Rose et Blanche. Since her own literary output was a great success in the 1830s-1850s, she quickly 

became known by this name, and began to use her pen-name on a daily basis. 

By continuing to use the name initially assigned to collaborative writings with her lover, perhaps 

Aurore hoped to maintain her connection to Sandeau. Perhaps she fondly remembered their time 

together and wished to have a permanent reminder of their relationship. Or perhaps she simply 

realized that it would be much more expedient to continue to write under a name which was already 

familiar to her audience thanks to the joint works she and Sandeau had published.  

Given that George Sand began writing under this masculine name at around the same time as she 

began to roam around Paris in pants and a jacket – typically male clothing – it is not hard to 

understand why she chose a masculine pseudonym, since, like her choice of clothes, this male 

identity gave her more freedom of expression, both literally and figuratively. Writing under a false 

name allowed her to distance parts of her character – her roles as wife, mother, and lover – from 

the creative and literary parts that formed the basis for her role as an author. Using a male name 

set her apart and added to her persona as an unusual and fascinating woman. And in the end, the 

reason why she chose this particular pen-name is not nearly as important as the vast quantity of 

writing – articles, letters, novels, plays – that forms her legacy to the field of French literature. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 16  350 
 

Q.08  The author’s attitude towards the use of male pseudonyms by female authors as noted in the 
passage can best be described as: 

(A) skeptical of the usefulness of pseudonyms. 

(B) critical of the women’s adoption of a male name. 

(C) appreciative of female authors‘ efforts to be published at any cost. 

(D) intrigued by the creation of a pseudonym. 

(E) disillusionment at the idea of discrimination against women 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.09  According to the passage, which of the following were all possible reasons for George Sand 
to create a pseudonym? 

(A) she began publishing collaborative works with Jules Sandeau. 

(B) her new name reflected important parts of her life. 

(C) the works published under her pen name sold well. 

 

Q.10  What is the main purpose of the passage? 

(A) to criticise females writers who use male names 

(B) to discuss why some female writers use male names 

(C) to applaud female writers for using male names 

(D) to encourage female writers to use their own names 

(E) to suggest that male writers should use females names 

 

Q.11  With which of the following statements would the author most likely agree ? 

(A) Aurore Dupin should have written works under her own name once the secret of her 
pseudonym was revealed. 

(B) By writing under a pseudonym, George Sand created for herself a new identity which 
allowed her to transcend the limitations of society. 

(C) George Sand owed her early success to her partner, Jules Sandeau. 

(D) The choice of a masculine pseudonym was restrictive for George Sand and forced her to 
live as a man throughout her life. 

(E) The use of pseudonyms in general by authors of both the sexes should be avoided. 
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PASSAGE 3 

Thunderstorms generally develop in the late afternoon or evening hours, when moist, daytime air 

rises into the upper atmosphere as temperatures cool and denser, night-time air slides in 

underneath. Clouds of water droplets, generally supercooled (droplets whose temperature has fallen 

below 0 degrees Celsius but have not yet frozen), condense around dust particles in the air until a 

critical density is reached, at which point it begins to rain. Cloud-to-ground lightning occurs when a 

discrepancy in electric charge develops between a cloud and the earth. For reasons that are not 

widely agreed upon, a charge begins to build up in this mixed water and ice region. When this 

discrepancy reaches a certain "breakdown potential," the surge of electric charge known as lightning 

moves downward between the negative and positive charge centres in 50-yard sections called step 

leaders. Eventually, it encounters something on the ground that is a good connection, and, with the 

circuit complete, the charge is lowered from cloud to ground. This entire event usually takes less 

than half a second. It is by preventing the requisite charge polarization that scientists hope someday 

to discourage the creation of cloud-to-ground lightning, thereby making storms safer and easier to 

―weather.  

Many authorities adhere to a hypothesis for cloud electrification theory which emphasizes that the 

charging process occurs when a supercooled droplet of water collides with an ice particle of 

precipitation size (a hailstone)—the precipitation model. At this moment a large portion of the droplet 

freezes—resulting in a negative charge on the forming hailstone— while a smaller portion, still 

lingering in its supercooled state, dissociates itself—taking on a positive charge. The relatively heavy 

hailstone, responding to gravity, then begins to fall, while the extremely light supercooled droplet is 

carried by updrafts to higher regions of the cloud. Assuming the veracity of this account of charge 

separation, scientists guess that they would be able to discourage polarization by reducing the 

quantity of supercooled water in a cloud. To this purpose they have conducted preliminary seeding 

experiments, in which they have attempted to initiate the freezing of excess water by dropping large 

quantities of dry ice and silver iodide into potential thunderclouds, the results of which are, however, 

as yet inconclusive.  

A more recent convection model of the polarization process is offered by Bernard Vonnegut and 

Charles B. Moore, who contend that the primary cause of electrical charge formation in clouds is the 

capture of ionized (electrically charged) gas molecules by water droplets. The ions, so the theory 

goes, are absorbed by the droplets and transported by updrafts and downdrafts to various portions 

of the cloud. Vonnegut and Moore suggest that, in order to combat the effects of this transport of 

ions, it would be necessary to modify the properties of ions beneath accumulating clouds. In support 

of this explanation of cloud polarization they conducted a series of "space charge" experiments. 

Suspending a high-voltage wire above nine miles of Illinois countryside, Vonnegut and Moore 

released large quantities of ions into the atmosphere below, forming clouds. By means of airplanes 

specially equipped for electrical measurements, they determined that the ions were being distributed 

to differing regions of the clouds. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.12  Which of the following options best summarizes the author’s main point in the passage ? 

(A) Several recent breakthroughs have increased our understanding of the causes of 
lightning. 

(B) Charge polarization in clouds can result both from the freezing of supercooled droplets 
and from the modification of ion properties. 

(C) The standard explanation of the causes of lightning is inaccurate and should be modified. 

(D) Scientists are not yet agreed on either the causes of cloud-to-ground lightning or the 
methods of controlling it. 

(E) To argue in favour of one model of polarization process. 

 

Q.13  It can be inferred from the information in the passage that the term "breakdown potential" as 
used in the passage refers to: 

(A) a charge polarity sufficient to cause lightning. 

(B) the intensity of the lightning bolt. 

(C) the distance between the negatively charged earth and the positively charged cloud. 

(D) the duration of the lightning event 

(E) the point at which a cloud breaks down 

 

Q.14  According to points made in the passage by the author, scientists agree that lightning can 
occur when: 

(A) ions are transported by updrafts to higher regions of a thundercloud. 

(B) supercooled droplets collide with hailstones in clouds. 

(C) a difference in charge exists between a cloud and the ground. 

(D) dry ice is released into a potential thundercloud. 

(E) there is high moisture content in the atmosphere 

 

Q.15  Which of the following statements would be LEAST consistent with the account of cloud 
polarization offered by Vonnegut and Moore? 

(A)  Charge is transported within clouds via updrafts and downdrafts. 

(B) Lightning is caused by a discrepancy in electric charge between a cloud and the ground. 

(C) Water droplets are capable of carrying an electrical charge. 

(D) Lightning occurs when positively and negatively charged droplets are absorbed by 
hailstones. 

(E) The main cause of electrical charge formation is the capture of ionized gas molecules  
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PASSAGE 4 

Most moviegoers tend to sum up all of a film’s features – acting, directing, special effects, and script 

– into a blanket ―I loved it or ―hated it. But movie industry workers, and even film connoisseurs, 

can attest to the contribution of the movie’s ‘cinematics’, or technical features, towards creating any 

movie’s atmosphere.  

Artistic movies are composed of a multitude of ‘shots’ or discrete scenes usually lasting only 6 to 20 

seconds; together the hundreds of individual scenes combine to make up the movie. For each shot 

the director has many options on how to film the same. For example, imagine that the movie’s script 

calls for two actors to speak a fixed dialogue in a specified location. Even while the director stays 

true to the script, he has considerable leeway in how to film the scene. He may film an ‘extreme long 

shot’, with the camera far away. This tends to show the setting in a panorama, emphasizing the 

background while underplaying the actors, and is used primarily in outdoor scenes where the 

backdrop is particularly impressive. Or he may employ the ‘long shot’, which brings the camera close 

enough to capture the actor’s entire bodies, together with some of the setting. And finally, there is 

the ‘close-up’, where the camera is brought in close enough to focus on the actors’ heads and faces 

and has the effect of spotlighting a particular actor while hiding the setting and other actors.  

Camera ‘angling’ refers to the camera’s height from the ground and thus the vertical angle from 

which the audience views the action. The most common angle is filmed at adult eye level, though 

some artistic films for or about children can capture a child’s-eye view of the world by filming from a 

child’s eye level, looking up at most things. Similarly, even ordinary films can switch to ‘low angle 

view’ by occasionally lowering the camera to look upwards at a character or building. The low-angle 

format suggests that the object or character is somehow larger, grander, and more dominant or 

intimidating. In contrast the ‘high angle shot’ positions the camera to look down on a character which 

often suggest that he is inferior, powerless, or in trouble. A ‘side by side’ shot of two characters 

suggest that they are equal in importance, while filming one character as seen over the shoulder of 

another emphasises that character, while reminding the audiences that he is being observed or 

heard. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.16  The passage discussion most clearly suggests that the most important aspect of filmmaking 

is 

(A) figuring out what moviegoers are going to love 

(B) deciding how to make a movie artistic 

(C) using a good director 

(D) signing a top actor for the lead role 

(E) having excellent music 
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Q.17  According to the passage, a scene from a horror movie showing two lovers embracing, 
unaware of the huge monster closing in on them, would be filmed using 

(A) an ‘eye-level’ ‘close up’ 

(B) a ‘high-angle’ ‘long shot’ 

(C) a ‘low angle’ ‘long shot’ 

(D) a ‘child’s eye level’, ‘close up’ 

(E) an ‘eye-level’ ‘over the shoulder’ 

 

Q.18  According to the passage, a children’s film with three alternative shots showing a mother 
scolding her small daughter, the daughter, and the father who is secretly listening, would 
most likely be filmed using which sequence of camera angles? 

(A) ‘low angle’, ‘high angle’ and ‘over the shoulder’ 

(B) ‘low angle’, ‘low angle’, and ‘high angle’ 

(C) ‘high angle’, ‘high angle’, and ‘over the shoulder’ 

(D) ‘over the shoulder’, ‘high angle’, and ‘low angle’ 

(E) ‘high angle’, ‘low angle’ and ‘low angle’ 
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PASSAGE 5 

Arguments abound over whether marijuana should be legalized. Many of these arguments pertain 

to the lengthy federal guidelines for prison sentences meted out for what is considered a relatively 

petty crime. Others point out that marijuana is a drug that could, and should, be used for medicinal 

purposes. But most proponents of legalization ignore the mounting evidence which points to the 

long-term damage to the user and for society as a whole.  

In the Netherlands, marijuana has been legally available since 1976. “Coffee shops” sell cannabis 

over the counter in many parts of the country. However, more people have tried cannabis since it 

has been legalized.  

Medical research has repeatedly provided evidence that marijuana use causes permanent physical, 

psychological, and thus emotional damage to those who regularly use it. Studies at the University 

of Maryland and UCLA indicated that the regular smoking of only two marijuana cigarettes a day 

would tend to promote toe fungus and thrush. But over the years, much stronger claims have 

surfaced: heavy marijuana users perform poorly at work or school, are more likely to be delinquent 

and develop psychiatric problems or have abnormal brain waves. Repeatedly, however, such 

studies encounter the same objection: are the problems caused by smoking marijuana, or is it just 

that people with problems are more likely to end up using marijuana heavily?  

Marijuana is addictive. According to Wayne Hall, director of the National Drug and Alcohol Research 

Centre at the University of New South Wales, Sydney, cannabis is not generally regarded as a drug 

of dependence because it does not have a clearly defined withdrawal syndrome. But that, he says, 

is an old-fashioned definition of addiction.  

Research into marijuana’s use as a medicine has proven either inconclusive or tended to show that 

its side effects rendered cannabis unsuitable as a drug. For instance, one study surveyed the use 

of cannabinoids to combat nausea following chemotherapy. While the tablets or injections were 

slightly more effective than standard treatments, their side effects, plus the recent development of 

new, more powerful drugs, makes them a poor choice for nausea relief. In her study, “Cannabinoids 

were no more effective than codeine in controlling acute and chronic pain and they had undesirable 

effects in depressing the central nervous system”, comments Eija Kalso of Helsinki University 

Hospital. Yet, under mounting pressure, the U.S. Drug Enforcement Agency has reluctantly agreed 

to provide funds for once again testing the efficacy of marijuana as a medicine. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.19  According to the passage, all of the following are harmful effects of marijuana EXCEPT: 

(A) poor performance at work 

(B) development of psychiatric problems 

(C) growth of toe fungus and thrush 

(D) depression and memory loss 

(E) Abnormal brain waves 
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Q.20  According to an earlier definition, why is marijuana not considered addictive? 

(A) Its use does not result in death 

(B) Lack of clearly defined withdrawal syndrome 

(C) It has several beneficial uses 

(D) Its harmful effects have not been proved 

(E) Its use is legal in a lot of countries 

 

Q.21  Which of the following can be inferred from the information in the passage? 

(A) It has now been proved without a doubt that marijuana is indeed harmful to humans 

(B) Marijuana has been unreasonably criticized by doctors 

(C) Netherland will soon make marijuana illegal 

(D) Marijuana has several harmful effects and probably some beneficial ones as well 

(E) The US Drug enforcement Agency has decided to ban the use of marijuana 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 16  357 
 

Reading Comprehension Drill 16 – Answer Key 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 17 
 

PASSAGE 1 

Two relatively recent independent developments stand behind the current major research effort on 

nitrogen fixation, the process by which bacteria symbiotically render leguminous plants independent 

of nitrogen fertilizer. The one development has been the rapid, sustained increase in the price of 

nitrogen fertilizer. The other development has been the rapid growth of knowledge of and technical 

sophistication in genetic engineering. Fertilizer prices, largely tied to the price of natural gas, huge 

amounts of which go into the manufacture of fertilizer, will continue to represent an enormous and 

escalating economic burden on modern agriculture, spurring the search for alternatives to synthetic 

fertilizers. And genetic engineering is just the sort of fundamental breakthrough that opens up 

prospects of wholly novel alternatives. One such novel idea is that of inserting into the chromosomes 

of plants discrete genes that are not a part of the plants' natural constitution: specifically, the idea of 

inserting into non-leguminous plants the genes, if they can be identified and isolated, that fit the 

leguminous plants to be hosts for nitrogen-fixing bacteria. Hence, the intensified research on 

legumes. 

Nitrogen fixation is a process in which certain bacteria use atmospheric nitrogen gas, which green 

plants cannot directly utilize, to produce ammonia, a nitrogen compound plants can use. It is one of 

nature's great ironies that the availability of nitrogen in the soil frequently sets an upper limit on plant 

growth even though the plants' leave are bathed in a sea of nitrogen gas. The leguminous plants – 

among them crop plants such as soybeans, peas, alfalfa, and clover- have solved the nitrogen 

supply problem by entering into a symbiotic relationship with the bacterial genus Rhizobium; as a 

matter of fact, there is a specific strain of Rhizobium for each species of legume. The host plant 

supplies the bacteria with food and a protected habitat and receives surplus ammonia in exchange. 

Hence, legumes can thrive in nitrogen-depleted soil. 

Unfortunately, most of the major food crops – including maize, wheat, rice, and potatoes – cannot. 

On the contrary, many of the high-yielding hybrid varieties of these food crops bred during the Green 

Revolution of the 1960's were selected specifically to give high yields in response to generous 

applications of nitrogen fertilizer. This poses an additional, formidable challenge to plant geneticists: 

they must work on enhancing fixation within the existing symbioses. Unless they succeed, the yield 

gains of the Green Revolution will be largely lost even if the genes in legumes that equip those 

plants to enter into a symbiosis with nitrogen fixers are identified and isolated, and even if the 

transfer of those gene complexes, once they are found, becomes possible. The overall task looks 

forbidding, but the stakes are too high not to undertake it. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The primary purpose of the passage is to 

(A) expose the fragile nature of the foundations on which the high yields of modern agriculture 
rest 

(B) argue that genetic engineering promises to lead to even higher yields than are achievable 
through synthetic fertilizers 

(C) argue that the capacity of nitrogen-fixing symbioses is transferable to non-leguminous 
plants 

(D) explain the reasons for and the objectives of current research on nitrogen-fixing 
symbioses 

(E) describe the nature of the genes that regulate the symbiosis between legumes and certain 
bacteria 

 

Q.02  According to the passage, there is currently no strain of Rhizobium that can enter into a 
symbiosis with 

(A) alfalfa 

(B) clover  

(C) maize 

(D) peas 

(E) soybeans 

 

Q.03 The passage implies that which of the following is true of the bacterial genus Rhizobium? 

(A) Rhizobium bacteria are found primarily in nitrogen-depleted soils 

(B) Some strains of Rhizobium are not capable of entering into a symbiosis with any plant. 

(C) Newly bred varieties of legumes cannot be hosts to any strain of Rhizobium 

(D) Rhizobium bacteria cannot survive outside the protected habitat provided by host plants. 

(E) Rhizobium bacteria produce some ammonia for their own purposes 

 

Q.04  It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following was the most influential factor 
in bringing about intensified research on nitrogen fixation? 

(A) The high yields of the Green Revolution 

(B) The persistent upward surge in natural gas prices 

(C) The variety of Rhizobium strains 

(D) The mechanization of modern agriculture 

(E) The environmental ill effects of synthetic fertilizers 
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Q.05  Which of the following situations is most closely analogous to the situation described by the 
author as one of nature's great ironies? 

(A) That of a fanner whose crops have failed because the normal midseason rains did not 
materialize and no preparations for irrigation had been made 

(B) That of a long-distance runner who loses a marathon race because of a wrong turn that 
cost him twenty seconds 

(C) That of shipwrecked sailors at sea in a lifeboat, with one flask of drinking water to share 
among them 

(D) That of a motorist who runs out of gas a mere five miles from the nearest gas station 

(E) That of travelers who want to reach their destination as fast and as cheaply as possible, 
but find that cost increases as travel speed increases 

 

Q.06  According to the passage, the ultimate goal of the current research on nitrogen fixation is to 
develop 

(A) strains of Rhizobium that can enter into symbioses with existing varieties of wheat, rice, 
and other nonlegumes 

(B) strains of Rhizobium that produce more ammonia for leguminous host plants than do any 
of the strains presently known 

(C) varieties of wheat, rice, and other nonlegumes that yield as much as do existing varieties, 
but require less nitrogen 

(D) varieties of wheat, rice, and other nonlegumes that maintain an adequate symbiotic 
relationship with nitrogen-fixing bacteria and produce high yields 

(E) high-yielding varieties of wheat, rice, and other nonlegumes that are genetically equipped 
to fix nitrogen from the air without the aid of bacteria 

 

Q.07  The author regards the research program under discussion as 

(A) original and extensive but ill-defined as to method 

(B) necessary and ambitious but vulnerable to failure 

(C) cogent and worthwhile but severely underfunded 

(D) prohibitively expensive but conceptually elegant 

(E) theoretically fascinating but practically useless 

 

Q.08  Most nearly parallel, in its fundamental approach, to the research program described in the 
passage would be a program designed to 

(A) achieve greater frost resistance in frost-tender food plants by means of selective breeding, 
thereby expanding those plants' area of cultivation 

(B) achieve greater yields from food plants by interplanting crop plants that are mutually 
beneficial 

(C) find inexpensive and abundant natural substances that could, without reducing yields, be 
substituted for expensive synthetic fertilizers 

(D) change the genetic makeup of food plants that cannot live in water with high salinity, using 
genes from plants adapted to salt water 

(E) develop, through genetic engineering, a genetic configuration for the major food plants 
that improves the storage characteristics of the edible portion of the plants 
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PASSAGE 2 

Jean Wagner's most enduring contribution to the study of Afro-American poetry is his insistence that 

it be analyzed in a religious, as well as secular, frame of reference. The appropriateness of such an 

approach may seem self-evident for a tradition commencing with spirituals and owing its early forms, 

rhythms, vocabulary, and evangelical fervor to Wesleyan hymnals. But before Wagner a" secular 

outlook that analyzed Black poetry solely within the context of political and social protest was 

dominant in the field. It is Wagner who first demonstrated the essential fusion of racial and religious 

feeling in Afro-American poetry. The two, he argued, form a symbiotic union in which religious 

feelings ·are often applied to racial issues and racial problems are often projected onto a 

metaphysical plane. Wagner found this most eloquently illustrated in the Black spiritual, where the 

desire for freedom in this world and the hope for salvation in the next are inextricably intertwined. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.09  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

(A) contrast the theories of Jean Wagner with those of other contemporary critics 

(B) document the influence of Jean Wagner on the development of Afro-American poetry 

(C) explain the relevance of Jean Wagner's work to the study of Afro-American religion 

(D) indicate the importance of Jean Wagner's analysis of Afro-American poetry 

(E) present the contributions of Jean Wagner to the study of Black spirituals 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.10  Which of the following aspects of Afro-American poetry is/are referred to in the passage as 
having been influenced by Wesleyan hymnals 

(A) subject matter  

(B) word choice 

(C) structure  

 

Q.11  It can be inferred from the passage that, before Wagner, most students of Afro-American 
poetry did which of the following? 

(A) Contributed appreciably to the transfer of political protest from Afro-American poetry to 
direct political action. 

(B) Ignored at least some of the historical roots of Afro-American poetry. 

(C) Analyzed fully the aspects of social protest to be found in such traditional forms of Afro-
American poetry as the Black spiritual. 

(D) Regarded as unimportant the development of fervent emotionalism in a portion of Afro-
American poetry. 

(E) Concentrated on the complex relations between the technical elements in Afro-American 
poetry and its political content. 
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PASSAGE 3 

Echolocating bats emit sounds in patterns – characteristic of each species-that contain both 

frequency – modulated (FM) and constant-frequency (CF) signals. The broadband FM signals and 

the narrowband CF signals travel out to a target, reflect from it, and return to the hunting bat. In this 

process of transmission and reflection, the sounds are changed, and the changes in the echoes 

enable the bat to perceive features of the target. 

The FM signals report information about target characteristics that modify the timing and the fine 

frequency structure, or spectrum, of echoes-for example, the target's size, shape, texture, surface 

structure, and direction in space. Because of their narrow bandwidth, CF signals portray only the 

target's presence and, in the case of some bat species, its motion relative to the bat's. Responding 

to changes in the CF echo's frequency, bats of some species correct in flight for the direction and 

velocity of their moving prey. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 

 

Q.12  According to the passage, the information provided to the bat by CF echoes differs from that 
provided by FM echoes in which of the following ways? 

(A) Only CF echoes alert the bat to moving targets. 

(B) Only CF echoes identify the range of widely spaced targets. 

(C) Only CF echoes report the target's presence to the bat. 

(D) In some species, CF echoes enable the bat to judge whether it is closing in on its 'target. 

(E) In some species, CF echoes enable the bat to discriminate the size of its target and the 
direction in which the target is moving. 

 

Q.13  According to the passage, the configuration of the target is reported to the echolocating bat 
by changes in the 

(A) echo spectrum of CF signals 

(B) echo spectrum of FM signals 

(C) direction and velocity of the FM echoes 

(D) delay between transmission and reflection of the CF signals 

(E) relative frequencies of the FM and the CF echoes 

 

Q.14  The author presents the information concerning bat sonar in a manner that could be best 
described as 

(A) argumentative  

(B) commendatory 

(C) critical  

(D) disbelieving  

(E) objective 
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Q.15  Which of the following best describes the organization of the passage? 

(A) A fact is stated, a process is outlined, and specific details of the process are described. 

(B) A fact is stated, and examples suggesting that a distinction needs correction are 
considered. 

(C) A fact is stated, a theory is presented to explain that fact, and additional facts are 
introduced to validate the theory. 

(D) A fact is stated, and two theories are compared in light of their explanations of this fact. 

(E) A fact is stated, a process is described, and examples of still another process are 
illustrated in detail. 
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PASSAGE 4 

American culture changed forever in the latter part of the twentieth century with the advent of pop 

music. Before the 1950s music defined its own circles, but, at best, only shaded the frame of popular 

American culture. The birth of Rock and Roll forever changed that as larger and larger numbers of 

youth came, not only to identify with the music they were listening to, but to identify themselves by 

that music.  

We use pop songs to create for ourselves a particular sort of self-definition, a particular place in 

society. The pleasure that a pop song produces is a pleasure of identification: in responding to a 

song, we are drawn into affective and emotional alliances with the performers and with the 

performers' other fans. Thus music, like sport, is clearly a setting in which people directly experience 

community, feel an immediate bond with other people, and articulate a collective pride.  

At the same time, because of its qualities of abstractness, pop music is an individualizing form. 

Songs have a looseness of reference that makes them immediately accessible. They are open to 

appropriation for personal use in a way that other popular cultural forms (television soap operas, for 

example) are not—the latter are tied into meanings which we may reject.  

This interplay between personal absorption into music and the sense that it is, nevertheless, 

something public, is what makes music so important in the cultural placing of the individual. Music 

also gives us a way of managing the relationship between our public and private emotional lives. 

Popular love songs are important because they give shape and voice to emotions that otherwise 

cannot be expressed without embarrassment or incoherence. Our most revealing declarations of 

feeling are often expressed in banal or boring language and so our culture has a supply of pop 

songs that say these things for us in interesting and involving ways.  

Popular music also shapes popular memory, and organizes our sense of time. Clearly one of the 

effects of all music, not just pop, is to focus our attention on the feeling of time, and intensify our 

experience of the present. One measure of good music is its "presence," its ability to "stop" time, to 

make us feel we are living within a moment, with no memory or anxiety about what has come before 

us, what will come after. It is this use of time that makes popular music so important in the social 

organization of youth. We invest most in popular music when we are teenagers and young adults—

music ties into a particular kind of emotional turbulence, when issues of individual identity and social 

place, the control of public and private feelings, are at a premium. What this suggests, though, is 

not that young people need music, but that "youth" itself is defined by music. Youth is experienced, 

that is, as an intense presence, through an impatience for time to pass and a regret that it is doing 

so, in a series of speeding, physically insistent moments that have nostalgia coded into them. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.16  The author's primary purpose in this passage in discussing popular music is to 

(A) account for the importance of popular music in youth culture. 

(B) contrast several sociological theories about popular music. 

(C) compare popular music with other forms of popular culture. 

(D) outline the social functions of popular music. 

(E) describe how popular music originated 
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Q.17  While there are obviously many differences between the two, the author of the passage 
suggests that one similarity between popular and classical music is that both: 

(A) articulate a sense of community and collective pride. 

(B) give shape to inexpressible emotions. 

(C)  emphasize the feeling of time. 

(D)  define particular age groups. 

(E) are timeless in nature 

 

Q.18  It can be inferred from the passage that the author's attitude towards love songs in popular 
music is that of being: 

(A) bored by the banality of their language. 

(B) embarrassed by their emotional incoherence. 

(C) interested by their expressions of feeling. 

(D)  unimpressed by their social function. 

(E) disgusted by their mushiness 

 

Q.19  Regardless of what the purpose of the passage is as a whole, in the last paragraph, the 
author is predominantly concerned with: 

(A) defining the experience of youth. 

(B) describing how popular music defines youth. 

(C) speculating about the organization of youth movements. 

(D) analyzing the relationship between music and time. 

(E) describing the decline of popular music 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 17 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 D 

Question 02 C 

Question 03 E 

Question 04 B 

Question 05 C 
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Question 17 C 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 18 
 

PASSAGE 1 

Many theories have been formulated to explain the role of grazers such as zooplankton in controlling 

the amount of planktonic algae (phytoplankton) in lakes. The first theories of such grazer control 

were merely based on observations of negative correlations between algal and zooplankton 

numbers. A low number of algal cells in the presence of a high number of grazers suggested, but 

did not prove, that the grazers had removed most of the algae. The converse observation, of the· 

absence of grazers in areas of high phytoplankton concentration, led Hardy to propose his principle 

of animal exclusion, which hypothesized that phytoplankton produced a repellent that excluded 

grazers from regions of high phytoplankton concentration. This was the first suggestion of algal 

defenses against grazing. 

Perhaps the fact that many of these first studies considered only algae of a size that could be 

collected in a net (net phytoplankton), a practice that overlooked the smaller phytoplankton 

(nannoplankton) that we now know grazers are most likely to feed on, led to a de-emphasis of the 

role of grazers in subsequent research. Increasingly, as in the individual studies of Lund, Round, 

and Reynolds, researchers began to stress the importance of environmental factors such as 

temperature, light, and water movements in controlling algal numbers. These environmental factors 

were amenable to field monitoring and to simulation in the laboratory. Grazing was believed to have 

some effect on algal numbers, especially after phytoplankton growth rates declined at the end of 

bloom periods, but grazing was considered a minor component of models that predicted algal 

population dynamics. 

The potential magnitude of grazing pressure on freshwater phytoplankton has only recently been 

determined empirically. Studies by Hargrave and Geen estimated natural community grazing rates 

by measuring-feeding rates of individual zooplankton species in the laboratory and then computing 

community grazing rates for field conditions using the known population density of grazers. The high 

estimates of grazing pressure postulated by these researchers were not fully accepted, however, 

until the grazing rates of zooplankton were determined directly in the field, by means of new 

experimental techniques. Using a specially prepared feeding chamber, Haney was able to record 

zooplankton grazing rates in natural field conditions. In the periods of peak zooplankton abundance, 

that is, in the late spring and in the summer, Haney recorded maximum daily community grazing 

rates, for nutrient-poor lakes and bog lakes, respectively, of 6.6 percent and 114 percent of daily 

phytoplankton production. Cladocerans had higher grazing rates than copepods, usually accounting 

for 80 percent of the community grazing rate. These rates varied seasonally, reaching the lowest 

point in the winter and early spring. Haney's thorough research provides convincing field evidence 

that grazers can exert significant pressure on phytoplankton population. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The author most likely mentions Hardy's principle of animal exclusion in order to 

(A) give an example of one theory about the interaction of grazers and phytoplankton 

(B) defend the first theory of algal defenses against grazing 

(C) support the contention that phytoplankton 

numbers are controlled primarily by environmental factors 

(D) demonstrate the superiority of laboratory 

studies of zooplankton feeding rates to other kinds of studies of such rates 

(E) refute researchers who believed that low numbers of phytoplankton indicated the grazing 
effect of low numbers of zooplankton 

 

Q.02  It can be inferred from the passage that the "first theories" of grazer control would have been 
more convincing if researchers had been able to 

(A) observe high phytoplankton numbers under natural lake conditions 

(B) discover negative correlations between algae and zooplankton numbers from their field 
research 

(C) understand the central importance, of environmental factors in controlling the growth rates 
of phytoplankton 

(D) make verifiable correlations of cause and effect between zooplankton and phytoplankton 
numbers 

(E) invent laboratory techniques that would have allowed them to bypass their field research 
concerning grazer control 

 

Q.03 Which of the following, if true, would call into question Hardy's principle of animal exclusion? 

(A) Zooplankton ·are not the only organisms that are affected by phytoplankton repellents. 

(B) Zooplankton exclusion is unrelated to phytoplankton population density. 

(C) Zooplankton population density is higher during some parts of the year than during others. 

(D) Net phytoplankton are more likely to exclude zooplankton than are nannoplankton. 

(E) Phytoplankton numbers can be strongly affected by environmental factors. 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.04  The author would be likely to agree with which of the following statements regarding the 
pressure of grazers on phytoplankton numbers? 

(A) Grazing pressure can vary according to the individual type of zooplankton. 

(B) Grazing pressure can be lower in nutrient-poor lakes than in bog lakes. 

(C) Grazing tends to exert about the same pressure as does temperature. 
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Q.05  It can be inferred from the passage that one way in which many of the early researchers on 
grazer control could have improved their data would have been to 

(A) emphasize the effects of temperature, rather than of light, on phytoplankton 

(B) disregard nannoplankton in their analysis of phytoplankton numbers 

(C) collect phytoplankton of all sizes before analyzing the extent of phytoplankton 
concentration 

(D) recognize that phytoplankton other than net phytoplankton could be collected in a net 

(E) understand the crucial significance of net phytoplankton in the diet of zooplankton 

 

Q.06  According to the passage, Hargrave and Geen did which of the following in their experiments? 

(A) They compared the grazing rates of individual zooplankton species in the laboratory with 
the natural grazing rates of these species. 

(B) They hypothesized about the population density of grazers in natural habitats by using 
data concerning the population density of grazers in the laboratory. 

(C) They estimated the community grazing rates of zooplankton in the laboratory by using 
data concerning the natural community grazing rates of zooplankton. 

(D) They estimated the natural community grazing rates of zooplankton by using data 
concerning the known population density of phytoplankton. 

(E) They estimated the natural community grazing rates of zooplankton by using laboratory 
data concerning the grazing rates of individual zooplankton species. 

 

Q.07  Which of the following is a true statement about the zooplankton numbers and zooplankton 
grazing rates observed in Haney's experiments? 

(A) While zooplankton numbers began to decline in August, zooplankton grazing rates began 
to increase. 

(B) Although zooplankton numbers were high in May, grazing rates did not become high until 
January. 

(C) Both zooplankton numbers and grazing rates were higher in December than in November. 

(D) Both zooplankton numbers and grazing rates were lower in March than in June. 

(E) Both zooplankton numbers and grazing rates were highest in February. 
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PASSAGE 2 

Whether the languages of the ancient American peoples were used for expressing abstract universal 

concepts can be clearly answered in the case of Nahuatl. Nahuatl, like Greek and German, is a 

language that allows the formation of extensive compounds. By the combination of radicals or 

semantic elements, single compound words can express complex conceptual relations, often of an 

abstract universal character. 

The tlamatinime ("those who know') were able to use this rich stock of abstract terms to express the 

nuances of their thought. They also availed themselves of other forms of expression with 

metaphorical meaning, some probably original, some derived from Toltec coinages. Of these forms 

the most characteristic in Nahuatl is the juxtaposition of two words that, because they are synonyms, 

associated terms, or even contraries, complement each other to evoke one single idea. Used as 

metaphor, the juxtaposed terms connote specific or essential traits of the being they refer to, 

introducing a mode of poetry as an almost habitual form of expression. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.08  A main purpose of the passage is to 

(A) delineate the function of the tlamatinime in Nahuatl society 

(B) explain the abstract philosophy of the Nahuatl thinkers 

(C) argue against a theory of poetic expression by citing evidence about the Nahuatl 

(D) explore the rich metaphorical heritage the Nahuatl received from the Toltecs 

(E) describe some conceptual and aesthetic resources of the Nahuatl language 

 

Q.09  According to the passage, some abstract universal ideas can be expressed in Nahuatl by 

(A) taking away from a word any reference to particular instances 

(B) removing a word from its associations with other words 

(C) giving a word a new and opposite meaning 

(D) putting various meaningful elements together in one word 

(E) turning each word of a phrase into a poetic metaphor 

 

Q.10  It can be inferred solely from the information in the passage that 

(A) there are many languages that, like Greek or German, allow extensive compounding 

(B) all abstract universal ideas are ideas of complex relations 

(C) some record or evidence of the thought of the tlamatinime exists 

(D) metaphors are always used in Nahuatl to express abstract conceptual relationships 

(E) the abstract terms of the Nahuatl language are habitually used in poetry 
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PASSAGE 3 

By regarding the expanding universe as a motion picture, you can easily imagine “running the film 

backward.” If you do so, you find the universe getting smaller and smaller, and eventually you come 

to the moment when its whole mass is crammed into an infinitely dense point. Before that time, it 

didn’t exist, or at least it didn’t exist in its present form.  

Though there is some controversy about its exact age, most cosmologists would be inclined to agree 

that the universe has existed for about ten to twenty billion years. For scale, this can be compared 

to the four-and-a-half-billion-year age of the solar system, the time since the disappearance of the 

dinosaurs (sixty-five million years), and the age of the human race (about three million years).  

The event that marked the beginning of the universe was christened the Big Bang; the term has now 

entered the vernacular of our culture. Originally the name referred only to the single initiating event; 

now, however, astronomers have come to use it to mean the entire developmental process of the 

birth and expansion of the cosmos.  

The simple statement that the universe had a beginning in time is by now so obvious to 

astrophysicists that few give it a second thought. Yet it is a statement that has profound implications. 

Most civilizations embrace one of two opposite concepts of time. Linear time has a beginning, a 

duration, and an end; cyclical time, as its name suggests, continues around and around forever. In 

a universe that functions through cyclical time, the question of creation never arises; the universe 

always was and always will be. The minute you switch to linear time you immediately confront the 

vexing question not only of creation, but also of the Creator. Although there is no logical reason for 

the assumption, many people believe that if something comes into existence, it must do so in 

response to the actions of some rational being. Because of that belief, astronomers, even though 

they resist becoming involved in theological discussion, find themselves in one when they posit the 

Big Bang universe. It puts them squarely in the middle of an age-old debate.  

One common misconception about the Big Bang that should be disposed of immediately is the 

notion that the universal expansion is analogous to the explosion of an artillery shell. The galaxies 

are not like bits of shrapnel speeding away from a central explosion. The raisin-in-dough analogy is 

a more satisfactory way to think about the whole process. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 

 

Q.11  In the context of the passage, the phrase "age-old debate" refers to 

(A) the question of whether ‘the Creator’ created the universe. 

(B) the controversy over linear versus cyclical time. 

(C) the debate over the disappearance of the dinosaurs. 

(D) the disagreement over the movement of galaxies 

(E) whether God exists or not 
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For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.12  According to the passage, which of the following statements is true? 

(A) Many people believe that a rational impetus created the universe. 

(B) Different societies measure time differently. 

(C) Most cosmologists believe the universe to be 10 to 20 billion years old 

 

Q.13  Why does the author compare the universe to a motion picture? 

(A) illustrate that the universe has operated according to linear time. 

(B) demonstrate that the universe is actually older than most astronomers believe. 

(C) show that galaxies were formed about five billion years ago. 

(D) prove that the universe was created by a rational being. 

(E) to show the analogy between ‘God’ and a ‘director’ 
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PASSAGE 4 

As formal organizations, business corporations are distinguished by their particular goals, which 

include maximization of profits, growth, and survival. Providing goods and services is a means to 

this end. If, for example, a number of individuals (outsiders or even insiders) believe that a 

company’s aggressive marketing of infant formula in third world countries is morally wrong, the 

company is unlikely to be moved by arguments based on ethos alone as long as what it is doing 

remains profitable. But if those opposed to the company’s practice organize a highly effective boycott 

of the company’s products, their moral views will soon enter into the company’s deliberations 

indirectly as limiting operating conditions. They can, at this point, no more be ignored than a 

prohibitive increase in the costs of certain raw materials. 

Although the concepts and categories of ethics may be applied to the conduct of corporations, there 

are important differences between the values and principles underlying corporate behaviour and 

those underlying the actions of most individuals. If corporations are by their nature end- or goal-

directed, how can they acknowledge acts as wrong in and of themselves? Is it possible to hold one 

criminally responsible for acts that if performed by a human person would result in criminal liability?  

The first case of this type to achieve widespread public attention was the attempt to prosecute the 

Ford Motor Company for manslaughter as the result of alleged negligent or reckless decision making 

concerning the safety engineering of the Pinto vehicle. Although the defendant corporation and its 

officers were found innocent after trial, the case can serve as an exemplar for our purposes. 

In essence, the prosecution in this case attempted to show that the corporation had produced and 

distributed a vehicle that was known to be defective at the time of production and sale, and that 

even after a great deal of additional information accumulated regarding the nature of the problems, 

the corporation took no action to correct them. The obvious non-corporate analogy would be the 

prosecution of a person who was driving a car with brakes known to be faulty, who does not have 

them repaired because it would cost too much, and who kills someone when the brakes eventually 

fail and the car does not stop in time. Such cases involving individuals are prosecuted and won 

regularly.  

If corporations have no concept of right or wrong because they are exclusively goal-directed, can 

they be convicted in cases of this type, and what purpose would be served by such a conviction? 

Perhaps we can make a utilitarian argument for convicting corporations of such crimes. The 

argument would be that of deterrence; conviction and punishment would deter other corporations 

from taking similar actions under similar circumstances. However, there appears to be considerable 

evidence that deterrence does not work on corporations, even if, arguably, it works on individuals. 

The possibility of being discovered and the potential magnitude of the fine merely become more 

data to be included in the analysis of limiting conditions. 
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For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.14  A claim that things have ethical value to corporations only insofar as they are instrumental 

in furthering the ultimate goals of the corporation is: 

(A) necessarily true, given the information presented in the passage. 

(B) perhaps true and supported by the information presented in the passage. 

(C) perhaps true, but not supported by any information in the passage. 

(D) necessarily false, given the information presented in the passage. 

(E) a figment of the author’s imagination 

 

Q.15  If a company that produced shampoo products opted to stop the routine testing of its products 
on animals because it decided that it is wrong to cause the animals pain, what effect would 
this have on the argument made in the passage? 

(A) It would strongly support the argument. 

(B) It would support the argument somewhat, but not conclusively. 

(C) It would neither support nor substantially weaken the argument. 

(D) It would substantially weaken the argument. 

(E) It would weaken the argument only if the company is a government owned company 

 

Q.16  Which of the following assertions would most strengthen the author’s claim that deterrence 
will not work on corporations? 

(A) The possibility of punishment does not deter many individuals from committing crimes. 

(B) The penalties imposed on companies have amounted to a small fraction of their profits. 

(C) Strict anti-pollution laws have cut down on the waste dumped by companies into rivers. 

(D) The trial of a corporation is often extended over a period of several years 

(E) Corporation have a battery of lawyers protecting their interests 

 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 18  375 
 

PASSAGE 5 

Physicians have disagreed for years about whether they should be involved in capital punishment 

of convicted criminals. Some physicians vigorously support participation, often arguing that organs 

should first be removed for transplantation. One frequent objection to capital punishment is that 

sometimes techniques don’t work the first time, resulting in lingering, painful deaths. If physicians 

would guarantee that a patient would not die in such a way, they would gain the trust of some 

patients.  

For any kind of killing, some physicians favour the creation of “designated killer” technicians. This 

would free physicians from the taint of killing, keeping their image pure and their hands clean. But 

is this workable? Insofar as the designated killers are mere technicians, what prevents them from 

abusing their role? Wouldn’t it be better for physicians, torn between saving life and honouring 

patients’ wishes, to be reluctant killers? Wouldn’t physicians know best what to do if something went 

wrong?  

Many physicians paradoxically endorse mercy killing but refuse to do it themselves. Nor do they 

think other physicians should kill. Physicians who support mercy killing but who don’t want 

physicians to kill commonly emphasize the importance of maintaining the role of the physician as a 

healer and preserver of life. One poll of American physicians showed 60 percent favouring 

euthanasia but less than half would perform it themselves. To such physicians, taking life radically 

conflicts with the symbolic image of physicians. Such conflict, they say, destroys trust in physicians.  

Discussing this problem of designated killers in 1988, New England Journal of Medicine editor 

Marcia Angell called the idea “an unsavoury prospect.” She suggested that mercy killing may one 

day be the end point of a continuum of good patient care. She asks how any physician can excuse 

himself from this most basic notion?  Dr. Angell concluded, “Perhaps, also, those who favour 

legalizing euthanasia but would not perform it should rethink their position.”  

Dr. Angell implies that it is hypocritical to favour mercy killing but would be unwilling to perform it. Is 

this true? There are at least two schools of thought. Some thinkers believe that if one favours, say, 

meat-eating, one should be willing to kill and prepare animals for eating oneself. Others conclude 

differently, seeing no reason why each person who favours a position must be willing to implement 

it.  

Must you be willing to kill a serial murderer to favour capital punishment? Critics say one must. Being 

face-to-face with one’s victims creates basic moral qualms and such moral restraints are important 

to respect. In Stanley Milgram’s studies on obedience, naive subjects under an experimenter’s 

control were dramatically less willing to inflict injury as the victims became closer to subjects under 

study. In contrast, as the consequences of actions became more remote, such as by pressing a 

switch which released a bomb on an unseen, unknown populace, it became easier to inflict injury. 
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For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.17  Consider the main points that the author makes throughout the passage. The primary 

purpose of this passage is to: 

(A) speculate on the symbolism of the physician as healer. 

(B) portray those doctors who argue against administering euthanasia as hypocritical. 

(C) cast and explain the different arguments surrounding euthanasia. 

(D) introduce the concept of “designated killers” to a receptive audience. 

(E) convince doctors to take up euthanasia 

 

Q.18  According to the passage, which of the following is most likely to be true of those physicians 
who favour the creation of so-called “designated killers”?  

(A)  They believe it is good patient care to provide a continuum of services. 

(B)  They seek to keep the physician remote from acts of harm. 

(C)  They understand that it raises a conflict with their opinions on capital punishment. 

(D)  They fear abuse of the privilege that comes from this unique role. 

(E)  They are emotionally weak 

 

Q.19  According not necessarily to the author, but to those in favour of euthanasia specifically, what 
is a potentially negative aspect of the use of “designated killers”?  

(A) They would disrupt the continuum of patient care provided by a physician. 

(B) They might release physicians from an association with death. 

(C) Their use might prevent lingering, painful deaths. 

(D) The prescription of euthanasia may become more prevalent as physicians are removed 
from the act itself. 

(E) They might not be as qualified as the actual doctors 

 

Q.20  The reader can conclude that a basic assumption of those in favour of using “designated 
killers” is that 

(A) the practice would evolve into a readily available medical option. 

(B) very few physicians could be convinced to assume the role and duties. 

(C) physicians would have to be present with the patient in order to conduct euthanasia. 

(D) many physicians are reluctant to administer euthanasia because they are not in favour of 
capital punishment. 

(E) they are eventually complying with the patients’ wishes 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 18 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 A 

Question 02 D 

Question 03 B 

Question 04 A, B 

Question 05 C 

Question 06 E 

Question 07 D 

Question 08 E 

Question 09 D 

Question 10 C 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 A, B, C 

Question 13 A 

Question 14 B 

Question 15 D 

Question 16 B 

Question 17 C 

Question 18 B 

Question 19 A 

Question 20 B 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 19 
 

PASSAGE 1 

The historian Frederick J. Turner wrote in the 1890's that the agrarian discontent that had been 

developing steadily in the United States since about 1870 had been precipitated by the closing of 

the internal frontier – that is, the depletion of available new land needed for further expansion of the 

American farming system. Not only was Turner's thesis influential at the time, but it was also later 

adopted and elaborated by other scholars, such as John D. Hicks in The Populist Revolt (1931). 

Actually, however, new lands were taken up for farming in the United States throughout and beyond 

the nineteenth century. In the 1890's, when agrarian discontent had become most acute, 1, 100,000 

new farms were settled, which was 500,000 more than had been settled during the previous decade. 

After 1890, under the terms of the Homestead Act and its successors, more new land was taken up 

for farming than had been taken up for this purpose in the United States up until that time. It is true 

that a high proportion of the newly farmed land was suitable only for grazing and dry farming, but 

agricultural practices had become sufficiently advanced to make it possible to increase the 

profitability of farming by utilizing even these relatively barren lands. 

The emphasis given by both scholars and statesmen to the presumed disappearance of the 

American frontier helped to obscure the great importance of changes in the conditions and 

consequences of international trade that occurred during the second half of the nineteenth century. 

In 1869 the Suez Canal was opened and the first transcontinental railroad in the United States was 

completed. An extensive network of telegraph and telephone communications was spun: Europe 

was connected by submarine cable with the United States in 1866 and with South America in 1874. 

By about 1870 improvements in agricultural technology made possible the full exploitation of areas 

that were most suitable for extensive farming on a mechanized basis. Huge tracts of land were being 

settled and farmed in Argentina, Australia, Canada, and in the American West, and these areas 

were joined with one another and with the countries of Europe into an interdependent market 

system. 

As a consequence, agrarian depressions no longer were local or" national in scope, and they struck 

several nations whose internal frontiers had not vanished or were not about to vanish. Between the 

early 1870's and the 1890's, the mounting agrarian discontent in America paralleled the almost 

uninterrupted decline in the prices of American agricultural products on foreign markets. Those 

staple-growing farmers in the United States who exhibited the greatest discontent were those who 

had become most dependent on foreign markets for the sale of their products. Insofar as Americans 

had been deterred from taking up new land for farming, it was because market conditions had made 

this period a perilous time in which to do so. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The author is primarily concerned with 

(A) showing that a certain interpretation is better supported by the evidence than is an 
alternative explanation 

(B) developing an alternative interpretation by using sources of evidence that formerly had 
been unavailable 

(C) questioning the accuracy of the evidence that most scholars have used to counter the 
author's own interpretation 

(D) reviewing the evidence that formerly had been thought to obscure a valid interpretation 

(E) presenting evidence in support of a controversial version of an earlier interpretation 

 

Q.02  According to the author, changes in the conditions of international trade resulted in an 

(A) underestimation of the amount of new land that was being farmed in the United States 

(B) underutilization of relatively small but rich plots of land 

(C) overexpansion of the world transportation network for shipping agricultural products 

(D) extension of agrarian depressions beyond national boundaries 

(E) emphasis on the importance of market forces in determining the prices of agricultural 
products 

 

Q.03 The author implies that the change in the state of the American farmer's morale during the 
latter part of the nineteenth century was traceable to the American farmer's increasing 
perception that the 

(A) costs of cultivating the land were prohibitive within the United States 

(B) development of the first transcontinental railroad in the United States occurred at the 
expense of the American farmer 

(C) American farming system was about to run out of the new farmland that was required for 
its expansion 

(D) prices of American agricultural products were deteriorating especially rapidly on domestic 
markets 

(E) proceeds from the sales of American agricultural products on foreign markets were 
unsatisfactory 

 

Q.04  According to the passage, which of the following occurred prior to 1890? 

(A) Frederick J. Turner's thesis regarding the American frontier became influential. 

(B) The Homestead Act led to an increase in the amount of newly farmed land in the United 
States. 

(C) The manufacturers of technologically advanced agricultural machinery rapidly increased 
their marketing efforts. 

(D) Direct lines of communication were constructed between the United States and South 
America. 

(E) Technological advances made it fruitful to farm extensively on a mechanized basis. 
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Q.05  The author implies that, after certain territories and countries had been joined into an 
interdependent market system in the nineteenth century, agrarian depressions within that 
system 

(A) spread to several nations, excluding those in which the internal frontier remained open 

(B) manifested themselves in several nations, including those in which new land remained 
available for farming 

(C) slowed down the pace of new technological developments in international 
communications and transportation 

(D) affected the local and national prices of the nonagricultural products of several nations 

(E) encouraged several nations to sell more of their agricultural products on foreign markets 

 

Q.06  The author provides information concerning newly farmed lands in the United States as 
evidence in direct support of which of the following? 

(A) A proposal by Frederick J. Turner that was later disputed by John O. Hicks 

(B) An elaboration by John O. Hicks of a thesis that formerly had been questioned by 
Frederick J. Turner 

(C) The established view that was disputed by those scholars who adopted the thesis of 
Frederick J. Turner  

(D) The thesis that importance changes occurred in the nature of international trade during 
the second half of the nineteenth century 

(E) The view that the American frontier did not become closed during the nineteenth century 
or soon thereafter 

 

Q.07  The author implies that the cause of the agrarian discontent was 

(A) masked by the vagueness of the official records on newly settled farms 

(B) overshadowed by disputes on the reliability of the existing historical evidence 

(C) misidentified as a result of influential but erroneous theorizing 

(D) overlooked because of a preoccupation with market conditions 

(E) undetected because visible indications of the cause occurred so gradually and 
sporadically 

 

Q.08  The author's argument implies that, compared to the yearly price changes that actually 
occurred on foreign agricultural markets during the 1880's, American farmers would have 
most preferred yearly price changes that were 

(A) much smaller and in the same direction 

(B) much smaller but in the opposite direction 

(C) slightly smaller and in the same direction 

(D) similar in size but in the opposite direction 

(E) slightly greater and in the same direction 
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PASSAGE 2 

Hydrogeology is a science dealing with the properties, distribution, and circulation of water on the 

surface of the land, in the soil and underlying rocks, and in the atmosphere. The hydrologic cycle, a 

major topic in this science, is the complete cycle of phenomena through which water passes, 

beginning as atmospheric water vapor, passing into liquid and solid form as precipitation, thence 

along and into the ground surface, and finally again returning to the form of atmospheric water vapor 

by means of evaporation and transpiration.  

The term "geohydrology" is sometimes erroneously used as a synonym for "hydrogeology." 

Geohydrology is concerned with underground water. There are many formations that contain water 

but are not part of the hydrologic cycle because of geologic changes that have isolated them 

underground. These systems are properly termed geohydrologic but not hydrogeologic. Only when 

a system possesses natural or artificial boundaries that associate the water within it with the 

hydrologic cycle may the entire system properly be termed hydrogeologic. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.09  The author's primary purpose is most probably to 

(A) present a hypothesis 

(B) refute an argument 

(C) correct a misconception 

(0) predict an occurrence 

(E) describe an enigma 

 

Q.10  It can be inferred that which of the following is most likely to be the subject of study by a 
geohydrologist? 

(A) Soft, porous rock being worn away by a waterfall 

(B) Water depositing minerals on the banks of a gorge through which the water runs 

(C) The trapping of water in a sealed underground rock cavern through the action of an 
earthquake 

(D) Water becoming unfit to drink through the release of pollutants into it from a manufacturing 
plant 

(E) The changing course of a river channel as the action of the water wears away the rocks 
past which the river flows 

 

Q.11  The author refers to "many formations” primarily in order to 

(A) clarify a distinction 

(B) introduce a subject 

(C) draw an analogy 

(D) emphasize a similarity 

(E) resolve a conflict 
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PASSAGE 3 

The last ice age has left its tell-tales written quite clearly across the landscape. When Louis Agassiz 

first promulgated his theory that ice had once covered the Swiss countryside, he looked to the 

valleys there that retain glaciers to this day. Like other observers, he noted the presence of strange 

boulders, called “erratics”, tossed down in valleys like flotsam after a flood had drained away. He 

saw the strange polish along the bedrock—a sheen imparted as if by some massive swipe of 

sandpaper; he saw the debris of rocks and boulders fringing the margin of existing glaciers. He saw 

what can be seen still, markings in stone that indicated that ice once flowed over vast stretches of 

land now clear and verdant.  

The Australian climate historian L.A. Frakes has prospected through various theories proposed to 

account for those early ice ages. He isn’t terribly enthusiastic about any of the possible culprits, but 

his choice for the least unlikely of them all emerges out of the recent revival of what was once a 

radically unorthodox idea: that continents drift over the face of the planet. Frakes argues that the 

glaciers originated at sites near the poles and that the ice ages began because the continents of the 

early earth had drifted to positions that took more and more of their land nearer to the polar regions.  

More land near the poles meant that more precipitation fell as snow and could be compacted on 

land to form glaciers. With enough glaciers, the increase in the amount of sunlight reflected back 

into space off the glistening white sheen of the ice effectively reduced the amount by which the sun 

warmed the earth, creating the feedback loop by which the growth of glaciers encouraged the growth 

of more glaciers. Rocks have been found in North America, Africa and Australia whose ages appear 

to hover around the 2.3 billion-year-old mark. That date and their spread are vague enough, 

however, to make it almost impossible to determine just how much of the earth was icebound during 

the possible range of time in which each of the glacial deposits was formed.  

Uncertainties about both the timing and the extent of these glaciers also muddy the search for the 

cause of the ancient ice ages. The record is so spotty that geologists are not sure whether areas 

near the equator or nearer the poles were the coolest places on earth. It’s also possible that volcanic 

eruptions had tossed enough dust into the atmosphere to screen out sunlight and cool the earth.  

Such traces are the currency of science—data—and like money, a richness of data both buys you 

some credibility and ties you down, eliminating at least some theoretically plausible explanations. 

For this early period, theorists have come up with a variety of ideas to explain the ancient ice ages, 

all elegant and mostly immune to both proof and criticism. For example, a change in the earth’s orbit 

could have reduced the amount of sunlight reaching the planet. However, the only physical signature 

of such an event that would show in the rocks would be the marks of the glaciers themselves. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 

 

Q.12 What is the implicit assumption in the statement that geologists don’t know whether the 
coolest places on earth were near the poles or near the equator? 

(A) both polar and equatorial glacial deposits have been found. 

(B) certain geological information can be considered lost forever. 

(C) it is more important to determine the date of the ice ages than the extent of the glaciers. 

(D) the glaciers were extremely mobile in spite of their mass. 

(E) areas around the equator are usually hotter than those around the poles 
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Q.13  Suppose that an advocate of the “change in orbit” theory of the ancient ice ages criticizes a 
defender of the “volcanic eruption” theory on the grounds that only some of the glacial records 
contain evidence of prior volcanic activity. The defender might justifiably counter this attack 
by pointing out that: 

(A) a change in the earth’s orbit would have increased rather than reduced the sunlight 
reaching the planet. 

(B) volcanoes could not possibly release enough dust to block the atmosphere. 

(C) a theory that has some supporting evidence is better than a theory that cannot be proved. 

(D) a theory should be so constructed as to be immune from proof. 

(E) the ‘advocate’ had got his facts from a dubious source 

 

Q.14  Suppose paleobotanists discover that during geological periods of reduced sunlight, ancient 
forests died away, leaving fossilized remains. What is the relevance of this information to 
the passage? 

(A) It supports the claim that dust from volcanic eruptions caused the ice ages. 

(B) It weakens the claim that dust from volcanic eruptions caused the ice ages. 

(C) It supports the claim that ice ages were accompanied by widespread loss of vegetation. 

(D) It weakens the claim that the only evidence of a change in orbit would be glacier marks. 

(E) E. It has no relevance to the passage 
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PASSAGE 4 

In 1991, the issue of feminism resurfaced in the mainstream media on a broad scale, from the 

release of the film Thelma & Louise to the publication of such books as Naomi Wolf’s The Beauty 

Myth, Susan Faludi’s Backlash, and Gloria Steinem’s The Revolution Within: A Book of Self-Esteem, 

to the attention given to the issue of sexual harassment in the wake of the Anita Hill/Clarence 

Thomas hearings. Shortly after the Hill/Thomas hearings brought the issue of sexual harassment 

into the public eye, the music industry was rocked by the announcement of allegations of sexual 

harassment involving executives at three major record companies and an attorney at a leading L.A. 

law firm.  

Even the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame, established in the mid-‘80s to recognize the contributions of 

those involved in the music business, has been criticized for overlooking women’s contributions to 

the industry. Mary Wilson noted this discrepancy in Supreme Faith when she wrote about the 

Supremes’ induction into the Hall of Fame in 1988, and her participation in the all-star jam that 

traditionally occurs after the ceremonies. Out of the nearly one-hundred performers, songwriters, 

label executives, and promoters now in the Hall of Fame, the only female inductees to date are 

Aretha Franklin and Lavern Baker, inducted as performers, Carole King (with Gerry Goffin), inducted 

as a nonperformer, and Bessie Smith and Ma Rainey, inducted as “Forefathers”.  

Though the battle over abortion rights caused women to recognize the underlying fragility of the 

gains the feminist movement had made, the media focus on other “women’s issues” further 

illuminated the struggles women continued to face in society. A November 3, 1991, story in the Los 

Angeles Times not only discussed the specific allegations mentioned above regarding sexual 

harassment, it also examined sexual harassment in the record industry as a whole, and revealed 

the “put up or shut up” bind women who experience harassment are placed in.  

As a result, instead of going through the legal system, women working in the industry have been 

driven to create an informal grapevine to pass on information about companies deemed “safe 

havens” from sexual harassment and to warn each other about the “bimbo hounds” in different 

record company departments.  

Since then, the increasing threat to women’s reproductive freedom in the U.S. has mobilized growing 

number of women to reawaken from a state of “post-feminist” complacency. Attitudes toward a 

female presence in the workplace showed little signs of change in other areas of the music industry. 

An article in Billboard in March 2, 1991, noted that though almost half the sales positions in radio 

were held by women, there were far fewer women working in programming or on-air positions. In 

the same article, Lisa Lyons, a program director at Dayton, Ohio station WAZU, related a story about 

the necessity of “dressing dow” (a tactic similar to the one Gail Colson had adopted when she was 

managing director at Charisma Records in the ‘70s) that also sounds depressingly familiar; “I always 

make it a point to look like a slob. It’s a little humiliating and degrading when an artist shakes your 

MD’s [music director’s] hand and asks you to sleep with him.” 
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For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.15  Based on the examples provided in the passage, with which of the following assertions is it 

most likely that the author would disagree? 

(A) Working women face few pressures to maintain a physically attractive appearance. 

(B) Women have often tied the success of the feminist movement to the fight over abortion. 

(C) Women working in the music industry are subject to similar obstacles as working women 
in other fields. 

(D) Women working in the music industry have not achieved status commensurate with their 
contribution to the art. 

(E) Women have always been discriminated against by men 

 

Q.16  Each of the following is cited by the author in the passage as evidence of the reawakening 
of feminism EXCEPT: 

(A) Working women face few pressures to maintain a physically attractive appearance. 

(B) Women have often tied the success of the feminist movement to the fight over abortion. 

(C) Women working in the music industry are subject to similar obstacles as working women 
in other fields. 

(D) Women working in the music industry have not achieved status commensurate with their 
contribution to the art. 

(E) Women have always been discriminated against by men 

 

Q.17  Suppose the number of female executives within the music industry has not increased 
measurably within the past two decades. If this statement is true, what effect would it have 
on the author’s argument? 

(A) Working women face few pressures to maintain a physically attractive appearance. 

(B) Women have often tied the success of the feminist movement to the fight over abortion. 

(C) Women working in the music industry are subject to similar obstacles as working women 
in other fields. 

(D) Women working in the music industry have not achieved status commensurate with their 
contribution to the art. 

(E) Women have always been discriminated against by men 
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PASSAGE 5 

Most diseases or conditions improve by themselves, are self-limiting, or even if fatal, seldom follow 

a strictly downward spiral. In each case, intervention can appear to be quite efficacious. This 

becomes all the more patent if you assume the point of view of a knowing practitioner of fraudulent 

medicine.  

To take advantage of the natural ups and downs of any disease (as well as of any placebo effect), 

it’s best to begin your treatment when the patient is getting worse. In this way, anything that happens 

can more easily be attributed to your wonderful and probably expensive intervention. If the patient 

improves, you take credit; if he remains stable, your treatment stopped his downward course. On 

the other hand, if the patient worsens, the dosage or intensity of the treatment was not great enough; 

if he dies, he delayed too long in coming to you.  

In any case, the few instances in which your intervention is successful will likely be remembered 

(not so few, if the disease in question is self-limiting), while the vast majority of failures will be 

forgotten and buried. Chance provides more than enough variation to account for the sprinkling of 

successes that will occur with almost any treatment; indeed, it would be a miracle if there weren’t 

any “miracle cures.”  

Even in outlandish cases, it’s often difficult to refute conclusively some proposed cure or procedure. 

Consider a diet doctor who directs his patients to consume two whole pizzas, four birch beers, and 

two pieces of cheesecake for every breakfast, lunch, and dinner, and an entire box of fig bars with 

a quart of milk for a bedtime snack, claiming that other people have lost six pounds a week on such 

a regimen. When several patients follow his instructions for three weeks, they find they’ve gained 

about seven pounds each. Have the doctor’s claims been refuted? 

Not necessarily, since he might respond that a whole host of auxiliary understandings weren’t met: 

the pizzas had too much sauce, or the dieters slept sixteen hours a day, or the birch beer wasn’t the 

right brand. Number and probability do, however, provide the basis for statistics, which, together 

with logic, constitutes the foundation of the scientific method, which will eventually sort matters out 

if anything can. However, just as the existence of pink does not undermine the distinction between 

red and white, and dawn doesn’t indicate that day and night are really the same, this problematic 

fringe area doesn’t negate the fundamental differences between science and its impostors.  

The philosopher Willard Van Orman Quine ventures even further and maintains that experience 

never forces one to reject any particular belief. He views science as an integrated web of 

interconnecting hypotheses, procedures, and formalisms, and argues that any impact of the world 

on the web can be distributed in many different ways. If we are willing to make drastic enough 

changes in the rest of the web of our beliefs, the argument goes, we can hold to our belief in the 

efficacy of the above diet, or indeed in the validity of any pseudoscience. 
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For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q.18  In the context of the passage, its discussion of various medical conditions, and the particulars 

of those conditions, the term “self-limiting” refers to medical conditions that: 

(A) run a definite course that does not result in the patient’s death. 

(B) impair the patient’s ability to engage in everyday activities. 

(C) have a very high rate of mortality. 

(D) never shows improvement. 

(E) cannot be cured by medicine 

 

Q.19  According to the passage, which of the following is most likely to be the best way to determine 
whether a practitioner’s intervention is worthwhile or not? 

(A) Keep a record of the time it takes for a patient to respond to the practitioner’s treatment 

(B) Keep a record of the number of patients the practitioner has treated successfully 

(C) Keep a record of the dosage that the practitioner employs in his treatment 

(D) Keep a record of both the successes and failures of the practitioner 

(E) Keep a record of the different claims made by the practitioner 

 

Q.20  Based on the information in the passage, which of the following opinions could most 
reasonably be ascribed to the author? 

(A) Too often nothing truly effective can be done to ameliorate the illness of a patient. 

(B) There is no way that pseudoscience will ever be eliminated. 

(C) Beliefs can be maintained even in the absence of strong supporting evidence. 

(D) Experience never forces one to reject any particular belief. 

(E) Quack doctors should be banned 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 19 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 A 

Question 02 D 

Question 03 E 

Question 04 E 

Question 05 B 

Question 06 E 

Question 07 C 

Question 08 D 

Question 09 C 

Question 10 C 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 A 

Question 13 C 

Question 14 D 

Question 15 A 

Question 16 C 

Question 17 D 

Question 18 A 

Question 19 D 

Question 20 C 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 20 
 

PASSAGE 1 

In large part as a consequence of the feminist movement, historians have focused a great deal of 

attention in recent years on determining more accurately the status of women in various periods. 

Although much has been accomplished for the modern period, premodern cultures have proved 

more difficult: sources are restricted in number, fragmentary, difficult to interpret, and often 

contradictory. Thus, it is not particularly surprising that some earlier scholarship concerning such 

cultures has so far gone unchallenged. An example is Johann Bachofen's 1861 treatise on 

Amazons, women-ruled societies of questionable existence contemporary with ancient Greece. 

Starting from the premise that mythology and legend preserve at least a nucleus of historical fact, 

Bachofen argued that women were dominant in many ancient societies. His work was based on a 

comprehensive survey of references in the ancient sources to Amazonian and other societies with 

matrilineal customs-societies in which descent and property rights are traced through the female 

line. Some support for his theory can be found in evidence such as that drawn from Herodotus, the 

Greek "historian" of the fifth century B.C., who speaks of an Amazonian society, the Sauromatae, 

where the women hunted and fought in wars. A woman in this society was not allowed to marry until 

she had killed a person in battle. 

Nonetheless, this assumption that the first recorders of ancient myths have preserved facts is 

problematic. If one begins by examining why ancients refer to Amazons, it becomes clear that 

ancient Greek descriptions of such societies were meant not so much to represent observed 

historical fact – real Amazonian societies – but rather to offer "moral lessons" on the supposed 

outcome of women's rule in their own society. The Amazons were often characterized, for example, 

as the equivalents of giants and centaurs, enemies to be slain by Greek heroes. Their customs were 

presented not as those of a respect able society, but as the very antitheses of ordinary Greek 

practices. 

Thus, I would argue, the purpose of accounts of the Amazons for their male Greek recorders was 

didactic, to teach both male and female Greeks that all-female groups, formed by withdrawal from 

traditional society, are destructive and dangerous. Myths about the Amazons were used as 

arguments for the male-dominated status quo, in which groups composed exclusively of either sex 

were not permitted to segregate themselves permanently from society. Bachofen was thus misled 

in his reliance on myths for information about the status of women. The sources that will probably 

tell contemporary historians most about women in the ancient world are such social documents as 

gravestones, wills, and marriage contracts. Studies of such documents have already begun to show 

how mistaken we are when we try to derive our picture of the ancient world exclusively from literary 

sources, especially myths. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The primary purpose of the passage is to 

(A) compare competing new approaches to understanding the role of women in ancient 
societies 

(B) investigate the ramifications of Bachofen's theory about the dominance of women in 
ancient t societies 

(C) explain the burgeoning interest among historians in determining the actual status of 
women in various societies 

(D) analyze the nature of Amazonian society and uncover similarities between it and the 
Greek world 

(E) criticize the value of ancient myths in determining the status of women in ancient societies 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.02  Which of the following are stated by the author as problems connected with the sources for 
knowledge of premodern cultures? 

(A) partial completeness 

(B) restricted accessibility 

(C) tendency toward contradiction 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.03 Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about the myths recorded by the 
ancient Greeks? 

(A) They sometimes included portrayals of women holding positions of power. 

(B) They sometimes contained elaborate explanations of inheritance customs. 

(C) They comprise almost all of the material available to historians about ancient Greece. 

 

Q.04  Which of the following is presented in the passage as evidence supporting the author's view 
of the ancient Greeks' descriptions of the Amazons? 

(A) The requirement that Sauromatae women kill in battle before marrying 

(B) The failure of historians to verify that women were ever governors of ancient societies 

(C) The classing of Amazons with giants and centaurs 

(D) The well-established unreliability of Herodotus as a source of information about ancient 
societies 

(E) The recent discovery of ancient societies with matrilineal customs 

. 
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Q.05  It can be inferred from the passage that the probable reactions of many males in ancient 
Greece to the idea of a society ruled by women could best be characterized as 

(A) confused and dismayed 

(B) wary and hostile 

(C) cynical and disinterested 

(D) curious but fearful 

(E) excited but anxious 

 

Q.06  The author suggests that the main reason for the persisting influence of Bachofen's work is 
that 

(A) feminists have shown little interest in ancient societies 

(B) Bachofen's knowledge of Amazonian culture is unparalleled 

(C) reliable information about the ancient world is difficult to acquire 

(D) ancient societies show the best evidence of women in positions of power 

(E) historians have been primarily interested in the modern period 

 

Q.07  The author's attitude toward Bachofen's treatise is best described as one of 

(A) qualified approval 

(B) profound ambivalence 

(C) studied neutrality 

(D) pointed disagreement 

(E) unmitigated hostility 

 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 20  392 
 

PASSAGE 2 

Visual recognition involves storing and retrieving memories. Neural activity, triggered by the eye, 

forms an image in the brain's memory system that constitutes an internal representation of the 

viewed object. When an object is encountered again, it is matched with its internal representation 

and thereby recognized. Controversy surrounds the question of whether recognition is a parallel, 

one-step process or a serial, step-by-step one. Psychologists of the Gestalt school maintain that 

objects are recognized as wholes in a parallel procedure: the internal representation is matched with 

the retinal image in a single operation. Other psychologists have proposed that internal 

representation features are matched serially with an object's features. Although some experiments 

show that, as an object becomes familiar, its internal representation becomes more holistic and the 

recognition process correspondingly more parallel, the weight of evidence seems to support the 

serial hypothesis, at least for objects that are not notably simple and familiar. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.08  The author is primarily concerned with 

(A) explaining how the brain receives images 

(B) synthesizing hypotheses of visual recognition 

(C) examining the evidence supporting the serial-recognition hypothesis 

(D) discussing visual recognition and some hypotheses proposed to explain it 

(E) reporting on recent experiments dealing with memory systems and their relationship to 
neural activity 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.09  According to the passage, Gestalt psychologists make which of the following suppositions 
about visual recognition? 

(A) A retinal image is in exactly the same form as its internal representation. 

(B) An object is recognized as a whole without any need for analysis into component parts. 

(C) The matching of an object with its internal representation occurs in only one step. 

 

Q.10  It can be inferred from the passage that the matching process in visual recognition is 

(A) not a neural activity 

(B) not possible when an object is viewed for the very first time 

(C) not possible if a feature of a familiar object is changed in some way 

(D) only possible when a retinal image is received in the brain as a unitary whole 

(E) now fully understood as a combination of the serial and parallel processes 

 

Q.11  In terms of its tone and form, the passage can best be characterized as 

(A) a biased exposition 

(B) a speculative study 

(C) a dispassionate presentation 

(D) an indignant denial 

(E) a dogmatic explanation 



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 20  393 
 

PASSAGE 3 

Since 1789, the Constitution has granted the President the authority to veto legislation passed by 

Congress. The threat of a veto in many cases precipitates compromise on the content of a bill that 

would be otherwise mired in debate before it reached the President. The “regular” veto is a qualified 

negative veto, which necessitates a two-thirds vote by Congress to be overridden. The “pocket” 

veto, on the other hand, is exercised when a bill sits on the President’s desk without being signed 

before Congress has adjourned (and is therefore unable to override the veto). Opponents of the 

pocket veto allege that its absolute nature grants the President excessive power. They liken it to a 

prerogative of the English Kings that the Framers vehemently despised. The argument also 

embraces a vast body of commentary on the “Imperial Presidency”, that is, the growing accumulation 

of power in the executive relative to the legislative branch.  

These arguments, in claiming an imbalance of federal powers, misrepresent the pocket veto. Unlike 

the royal prerogative, the pocket veto is exercised by a democratically elected leader pursuant to a 

clearly defined constitutional procedure in which presentation of a bill by Congress may be arranged 

so as to thwart the possible execution of the pocket veto. Moreover, an absolute veto forecloses 

further action on a proposal whereas Congress may overcome a pocket veto by instituting a 

reintroduction and passage of the rejected bill in a subsequent term.  

The “Imperial Presidency” developed from the encroachment of executive action into areas where 

it has been assumed that the legislative branch retains supremacy. The legislative process, 

however, clearly orders shared responsibility between the President and Congress. One should not 

mistake Presidential powers granted to block legislation for those that would, in effect, supplant 

congressional authorization. The latter threatens to override the constitutional system of checks and 

balances; the former situation, typified by the pocket veto, is a part of that system of checks and 

balances.  

The arguments raised in Kennedy and Barnes implicitly claim that a regular veto would be 

overridden, or not exercised at all. Consequently, the pocket veto grants the President a special 

political tool against “popular will” as exercised by Congress. Herein lies the fundamental 

disagreement over the pocket veto. Opponents press for the President to defer to a seemingly 

inevitable congressional victory while proponents of this second type of veto stand behind its 

historical use by the President to stall or delay legislation, he thinks unwise. If circumspection and 

deliberation are the more valued aspects of the law-making process, even the most blatantly political 

use of the pocket veto passes muster. Historical practice favours the President’s role as an 

interloper. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 

 

Q.12 As used in last paragraph, the word “interloper” most nearly means? 

(A) one who unjustly assumes power through the use of force. 

(B) one who acts as a liaison between different parties. 

(C) one who prevents certain actions from occurring. 

(D) one who thinks carefully before acting. 

(E) one who lopes intermittently 
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Q.13  The author refers to Kennedy and Barnes in the passage in order to: 

(A) prove that Congress opposes the pocket veto as a limit to its legislative power. 

(B) suggest that the validity of the pocket veto has been a matter of judicial concern. 

(C) show how the pocket veto’s weaknesses override its strengths. 

(D) praise how the pocket veto can delay the legislative process. 

(E) criticise the pocket veto 

 

Q.14  The author suggests that opponents of the pocket veto would most likely agree that: 

(A) the President should not be allowed to exercise legislative authority. 

(B) use of the pocket veto unfairly removes power from the legislative branch. 

(C) Congress should have the right to override the pocket veto. 

(D) the absolute veto should be reinstated by Congress. 

(E) pocket veto is unconstitutional in character 
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PASSAGE 4 

The media’s particular understanding of the ways of influence and decision-making in government 

colours the way they describe political reality. It also defines their responsibility in reporting that 

reality; contemporary reporters are in many ways the grandchildren of the Progressive muckrakers.  

Few aspects of American politics reinforce this Progressive worldview as effectively as the American 

way of campaign finance. In assuming that public officials defer to contributors more easily than they 

do to their party, their own values, or their voting constituency, one has the perfect dramatic scenario 

for the triumph of wealthy special interests over the will of majorities and the public interest.  

Much has been made recently about campaign finance reform. Various politicians and voters' rights 

groups have petitioned for a reworking of the campaign finance laws that govern how political 

candidates can solicit and spent money on their races for office.  

“Bias” is a word with many meanings. It suggests a single explanation—one of conscious, even 

willful preference—for a range of instances in which the message misinterprets or misconveys the 

reality. The media have been attacked as biased in a partisan direction by both Democrats and 

Republicans, and from both the left and the right. To be sure, media partisanship was apparent in 

earlier times, when the partisan press was little more than a propagandist for the party it favoured.  

But that overtly biased style seems to have given way in the 20th century to a media more concerned 

with gaining audience than political proselytes, and an electronic media fearful of government 

regulation if it strays into political controversy. Few objective observers of, for instance, the reporting 

of campaign finance would argue that conventional biases are operating here. Rather one has to 

look to more intrinsic and ingrained forms, to the structural biases of American newspapers and the 

political assumptions of their reporters, editors, and headline-writers. Structural biases are rooted in 

the very nature of journalism—in its professional norms, in marketplace imperatives, in the demands 

of communicating information to an unsophisticated audience.  

Stories need identifiable actors, understandable activity, and elements of conflict, threat, or menace. 

They cannot be long and must avoid complexity—must focus on the horserace rather than on the 

substance of a campaign, on controversy, personalities, and negative statistics rather than on 

concepts. These define the “good” story.  

Systematic bias and political assumption, finally, meet in an analytical conundrum. A systematic 

bias dictates that newspapers print stories that will be read. But does the press publish the story 

because readers have been conditioned by newspapers to accept and believe such accounts, or 

does it publish the story because of its conviction that it represents political truth? Is there really any 

difference? Ultimately, the Progressive view of reality becomes a part of the imperatives of 

publishing a newspaper. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.15  In the course of presenting his arguments, the author suggests that structural biases in 
American journalism result primarily—but not necessarily exclusively—from: 

(A) problems intrinsic to the publishing and marketing of newspapers. 

(B) suppositions of journalists about the integrity of public officials. 

(C) Reporters’ cynicism about the public’s level of intelligence. 

(D) growing competition among newspapers for a shrinking audience. 

(E) increasing influence of foreign nations 

 

Q.16  According to the passage, which of the following would indicate structural biases inherent in 
journalists’ work? 

(A) An article that adheres loyally to Progressivist dictates 

(B) An article that successfully masks its biased opinions 

(C) An article that is informed by political sophistication 

(D) An article that is entertaining and easy to comprehend 

(E) An article that criticises the current government 

 

Q.17  Which of the following best describes the “analytical conundrum” referred to in the sentence, 
“Systematic bias and political assumption, finally, meet in an analytical conundrum”, in the 
last paragraph? 

(A) Newspapers promote Progressive ideas in which they do not believe. 

(B) Since systematic biases and political assumptions have similar effects, it is difficult to 
differentiate their roles in journalistic publishing decisions. 

(C) Systematic biases and political assumptions exert contradictory and conflicting pressures 
on newspaper publishers. 

(D) Readers’ preferences for dramatic news accounts reflecting Progressive ideas, rather 
than journalists’ objective understanding of the political system, determine what is published. 

(E) the confusion over what types of articles to publish in newspapers 
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PASSAGE 5 

Before there were books, before, even, there was the written word in civilization, there must surely 

have been stories told. Relating stories to one another is a unique way that we, as humans, 

communicate thoughts, needs, desires, and instruction. Whether it be the true story of what 

happened on the way to the well yesterday—a story meant to instruct about the latest water 

situations—or a dramatic retelling of a long-ago battle—a cautionary tale meant to warn against 

unnecessary warfare— stories have the unique ability to bring home information and instruct in a 

way a mere recitation of the facts cannot.  

The Tale, the Parable, and the Fable are all common and popular modes of conveying instruction—

each being distinguished by its own special characteristics. The true Fable, if it rises to its high 

requirements, ever aims at one great end and purpose: the representation of human motive, and 

the improvement of human conduct, and yet it so conceals its design under the disguise of fictitious 

characters, by clothing with speech the animals of the field, the birds of the air, the trees of the wood, 

or the beasts of the forest, that the reader receives the advice without perceiving the presence of 

the adviser. Thus, the superiority of the counsellor, which often renders counsel unpalatable, is kept 

out of view, and the lesson comes with the greater acceptance when the reader is led, unconsciously 

to himself, to have his sympathies enlisted on behalf of what is pure, honourable, and praiseworthy, 

and to have his indignation excited against what is low, ignoble, and unworthy.  

The true fabulist, therefore, is charged with a most important function. He is neither a narrator, nor 

an allegorist, he is a great teacher, a corrector of morals, a censor of vice, and a commander of 

virtue. In this consists the superiority of the Fable over the Tale or the Parable. The fabulist is to 

create a laugh, but yet, under a merry guise, to convey instruction. Phaedrus, the great imitator of 

Aesop, plainly indicates this double purpose to be the true office of the writer of fables.  

The Fable partly agrees with, and partly differs from the Tale and the Parable. It will contain, like the 

Tale, a short but real narrative; it will seek, like the Parable, to convey a hidden meaning, not so 

much by the use of language, as by the skillful introduction of fictitious characters; and yet unlike to 

either Tale or Parable, it will ever keep in view, as its high prerogative, and inseparable attribute, 

the great purpose of instruction, and will necessarily seek to inculcate some moral maxim, social 

duty, or political truth.  

The Tale consists simply of the narration of a story either founded on facts, or created solely by the 

imagination, and not necessarily associated with the teaching of any moral lesson. The Parable is 

the designed use of language purposely intended to convey a hidden and secret meaning other than 

that contained in the words themselves; and which may or may not bear a special reference to the 

hearer, or reader. 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.18  The passage suggests that the fable is superior to the parable and the tale for none of the 
following reasons EXCEPT: 

(A) the fable contains a moral lesson within its narrative. 

(B) the parable’s message may be too enigmatic for a reader to comprehend. 

(C) the tale is a chronicle of recent historical events. 
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For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.19  According to the passage, which of the following is a requirement for a narrative text to be 
classified as a fable? 

(A) Use of fictional characters, such as personified animals and natural objects 

(B) Inclusion of social, moral, or political references relevant to contemporary readers 

(C) Constant awareness of and attention to a particular instructional goal 

 

Q.20  Which of the following best characterizes the claim that the fabulist is a “great teacher, a 
corrector of morals, a censor of vice, and a commander of virtue”? 

(A) Use of fictional characters, such as personified animals and natural objects 

(B) Inclusion of social, moral, or political references relevant to contemporary readers 

(C) Constant awareness of and attention to a particular instructional goal 

(D) Figurative or poetic language to demonstrate the author’s creative talent 

(E) Every fable must have a ‘moral’ at the end 

 

 

 

 
  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 20  399 
 

Reading Comprehension Drill 20 – Answer Key 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 21 
 

PASSAGE 1 

We can distinguish three different realms of matter, three levels on the quantum ladder. The first is 

the atomic realm, which includes the world of atoms, their interactions, and the structures that are 

formed by them, such as molecules, liquids and solids, and gases and plasmas. This realm includes 

all the phenomena of atomic physics, chemistry, and, in a certain sense, biology. The energy 

exchanges taking place in this realm are of a relatively low order. If these exchanges are below one 

electron volt, such as in the collisions between molecules of the air in a room, then atoms and 

molecules can be regarded as elementary particles. That is, they have "conditional elementarity" 

because they keep their identity and do not change in any collisions or in other processes at these 

low energy exchanges. If one goes to higher energy exchanges, say 104 electron volts, then atoms 

and molecules will decompose into nuclei and electrons; at this level, the latter particles must be 

considered as elementary. We find examples of structures and processes of this first rung of the 

quantum ladder on Earth, on planets, and on the surfaces of stars. 

The next rung is the nuclear realm. Here the energy exchanges are much higher, on the order of 

millions of electron volts. As long as we are dealing with phenomena in the atomic realm, such 

amounts 'of energy are unavailable, and most nuclei are inert: they do not change. However, if one 

applies energies of millions of electron volts, nuclear reactions, fission and fusion, and the processes 

of radioactivity occur; our elementary particles then are protons, neutrons, and electrons. In addition, 

nuclear processes produce neutrinos, particles that have no detectable mass or charge. In the 

universe, energies at this level are available in the centers of stars and in star explosions. Indeed, 

the energy radiated by the stars is produced by nuclear reactions. The natural radioactivity we find 

on Earth is the long-lived remnant of the time when now-earthly matter was expelled into space by 

a major stellar explosion. 

The third rung of the quantum ladder is the subnuclear realm. Here we are dealing with energy 

exchanges of many billions of electron volts. We encounter excited nucleons, new types of particles 

such as mesons, heavy electrons, quarks, and gluons, and also antimatter in large quantities. The 

gluons are the quanta, or smallest units, of the force (the strong force) that keeps the quarks 

together. As long as we are dealing with the atomic or nuclear realm, these new types of particles 

do not occur and the nucleons remain inert. But at subnuclear energy levels, the nucleons and 

mesons appear to be composed of quarks, so that the quarks and gluons figure as elementary 

particles.  

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The primary topic of the passage is which of the following? 

(A) The interaction of the realms on the quantum ladder 

(B) Atomic structures found on Earth, on other planets, and on the surfaces of stars 

(C) Levels of energy that are released in nuclear reactions on Earth and in stars 

(D) Particles and processes found in the atomic, nuclear, and subnuclear realms 

(E) New types of particles occurring in the atomic realm 

 

Q.02  According to the passage, radioactivity that occurs naturally on Earth is the result of 

(A) the production of particles that have no detectable mass or electric charge 

(B) high energy exchanges on the nuclear level that occurred in an ancient explosion in a star 

(C) processes that occur in the center of the Sun, which emits radiation to the Earth 

(D) phenomena in the atomic realm that cause atoms and molecules to decompose into 
nuclei and electrons 

(E) high-voltage discharges of electricity that took place in the atmosphere of the Earth shortly 
after the Earth was formed 

 

Q.03 The author organizes the passage by 

(A) making distinctions between two groups of particles, those that are elementary and those 
that are composite 

(B) explaining three methods of transferring energy to atoms and to the smaller particles that 
constitute atoms 

(C) describing several levels of processes, increasing in energy, and corresponding sets of 
particles, generally decreasing in size 

(D) putting forth an argument concerning energy levels and then conceding that several 
qualifications of that argument are necessary  

(E) making several successive refinements of a definition of elementarity on the basis of 
several groups of experimental results 

 

Q.04  According to the passage, which of the following can be found in the atomic realm? 

(A) More than one level of energy exchange 

(B) Exactly one elementary particle 

(C) Exactly three kinds of atomic structures 

(D) Three levels on the quantum ladder 

(E) No particles smaller than atoms 

. 
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Q.05  According to the author, gluons are not 

(A) considered to be detectable 

(B) produced in nuclear reactions 

(C) encountered in subnuclear energy exchanges 

(D) related to the strong force 

(E) found to be conditionally elementary 

 

Q.06  At a higher energy level than the subnuclear level described, if such a higher level exists, it 
can be expected on the basis of the information in the passage that there would probably be 

(A) excited nucleons 

(B) elementary mesons 

(C) a kind of particle without detectable mass or charge 

(D) exchanges of energy on the order of millions of electron volts 

(E) another set of elementary particles 

 

Q.07  The passage speaks of particles as having conditional elementarity if they 

(A) remain unchanged at a given level of energy exchange 

(B) cannot be decomposed into smaller constituents 

(C) are mathematically simpler than some other set of particles 

(D) release energy at a low level in collisions 

(E) belong to the nuclear level on the quantum ladder 
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PASSAGE 2 

Initially the Vinaver theory that Malory's eight romances, once thought to be fundamentally unified, 

were in fact eight independent works produced both a sense of relief and an unpleasant shock. 

Vinaver's theory comfortably explained away the apparent contradictions of chronology and made 

each romance independently satisfying. It was, however, disagreeable to find that what had been 

thought of as one book was now eight books. Part of this response was the natural reaction to the 

disturbance of set ideas. Nevertheless, even now, after lengthy consideration of the theory's refined 

but legitimate observations, one cannot avoid the conclusion that the eight romances are only one 

work. It is not quite a matter of disagreeing with the theory of independence, but of rejecting its 

implications: that the romances may be taken in any or no particular order, that they have no 

cumulative effect, and that they are as separate as the works of a modern novelist. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.08  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

(A) discuss the validity of a hypothesis 

(B) summarize a system of general principles 

(C) propose guidelines for future argument 

(D) stipulate conditions for acceptance of an interpretation 

(E) deny accusations about an apparent contradiction 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.09  It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes which of the following about 
Malory's works? 

(A) There are meaningful links between and among the romances. 

(B) The subtleties of the romances are obscured when they are taken as one work. 

(C) Any contradictions in chronology among the romances are less important than their 
overall unity. 

 

Q.10  The author of the passage concedes which of the following about the Vinaver theory? 

(A) It gives a clearer understanding of the unity of Malory's romances. 

(B) It demonstrates the irrationality of considering Malory's romances to be unified. 

(C) It establishes acceptable links between Malory's romances and modern novels. 

(D) It unifies earlier and later theories concerning the chronology of Malory's romances. 

(E) It makes valid and subtle comments about Malory's romances. 

 

Q.11  It can be inferred from the passage that, in evaluating the Vinaver theory, some critics were 

(A) frequently misled by the inconsistencies in Malory's work 

(B) initially biased by previous interpretations of Malory's work 

(C) conceptually displeased by the general interpretation that Vinaver rejected 

(D) generally in agreement with Vinaver's comparisons between Malory and modern novelists 

(E) originally skeptical about Vinaver's early conclusions with respect to modern novels 
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PASSAGE 3 

Gautier was indeed a poet and a strongly representative one – a French poet in his limitations even 

more than in his gifts; and he remains an interesting example of the manner in which, even when 

the former are surprisingly great, a happy application of the latter may produce the most delightful 

works. Completeness on his own scale is to our mind the idea he most instantly suggests. Such as 

his finished task now presents him, he is almost sole of his kind. He has had imitators who have 

imitated everything but his spontaneity and his temper; and as they have therefore failed to equal 

him we doubt whether the literature of our day presents a genius so naturally perfect. We say this 

with no desire to transfer Gautier to a higher pedestal than he has fairly earned – a poor service, for 

the pedestal sometimes sadly dwarfs the figure. His great merit was that he understood himself so 

perfectly and handled himself so skillfully. Even more than Alfred de Musset (with whom the speech 

had a shade of mock-modesty) he might have said that, if his glass was not large, as least it was all 

his own glass.  

There are a host of reasons why we should not compare Gautier with such a poet as Browning; and 

yet there are several why we should. If we do so, with all proper reservations, we may wonder 

whether we are the richer, or, at all events, the better entertained, as a poet’s readers should before 

all things be, by the clear, undiluted strain of Gautier’s minor key, or by the vast, grossly commingled 

volume of utterance. It is idle at all times to point a moral. But if there are sermons in stones, there 

are profitable reflections to be made even on Théophile Gautier; notably this one – that a man’s 

supreme use in the world is to master his intellectual instrument and play it in perfection.  

He brought to his task a sort of pagan bonhomie which makes most of the descriptive and pictorial 

poets seem, by contrast, a group of shivering ascetics or muddled metaphysicians. He excels them 

by his magnificently good temper and the unquestioning serenity of his enjoyment of the 

great spectacle of nature and art. His world was all material, and its outlying darkness hardly more 

suggestive, morally, than a velvet canopy studded with silver nails. To close his eyes and turn his 

back on it must have seemed to him the end of all things; death, for him, must have been as the 

sullen dropping of a stone into a well. His observation was so penetrating and his descriptive instinct 

so unerring, that one might have fancied grave nature, in a fit of coquetry, or tired of receiving but 

half justice, had determined to construct a genius with senses of a finer strain than the mass of 

human family. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 

 

Q.12 In the passage, the author suggests that the French poet Théophile Gautier’s talents included 
all of the following EXCEPT: 

(A) an innovative and unique artistic view of nature. 

(B) the ability to quickly and immediately compose poetry. 

(C) extensive training in rhetorical and literary techniques. 

(D) a strong understanding of his world and himself. 

(E) he had sharp observation powers 
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Q.13  For what purpose can it reasonably be concluded does the author reference other writers in 
this passage, including Musset and Browning? 

(A) To prove that Gautier, as a poet, was unique among his contemporaries 

(B) To show that Gautier’s poetry was representative of French lyricism at the time 

(C) To criticize Gautier’s limited talent and creativity 

(D) To refute the idea that Gautier’s colleagues could easily imitate his style 

(E) To prove how inferior the other writers were compared to Gautier 

 

Q.14  The author makes a few noteworthy remarks about Gautier’s attitude towards death. This 
attitude would most support which of the following conclusions? 

(A) None of Gautier’s literary works focused on human frailty. 

(B) Gautier believed that people are inherently linked to the divine. 

(C) The fleeting passage of time was a common poetic theme that Gautier neglected. 

(D) In his poetry, Gautier often focused on the vibrancy of human and natural life. 

(E) Gautier was a strong believer in the theory of life after death 
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PASSAGE 4 

The extent to which analysis of social phenomena is compatible with the scientific method is a hotly 

contested question. Among international relations scholars, historico-deductivist opponents of 

positivism claim that in the pursuit of objective depictions of the causes, course, and consequences 

of international phenomena the character and operation of which are purported to exist 

independently of the observer, positivists miss or dismiss the implicit attitudes, values, and 

ideologies embedded in their work, which personalize and subjectivize their conclusions. Positivism, 

these critics contend, attempts to impose on world politics a coherent facticity akin to that of the 

natural sciences, but to which the basic nature of world politics is indisposed.  

For historico-deductivists, the problem of a posteriori overdetermination is a case in point. In the 

natural sciences, replicability and verifiability afford the findings of laboratory experimentation 

potentially nomothetic status. In international relations, however, such law-like generalizations about 

cause and effect are rarely if ever possible, not only because events are unique, but also because 

of the multiplicity of potential causes. Whether World War I resulted from disequilibrium in the 

international distribution of power, the ascendancy of government factions committed to aggression, 

or the accuracy of an assassin’s bullet, is, ultimately, unknown. For opponents of positivism, it is 

better to recognize darkness than to pretend to see light.  

While some leading positivists, most notably Pastore, admit as “knowledge” only the sum of all 

tested propositions, for most it is the very cloudlike nature of political phenomena that requires a 

clocklike approach. Conceding that their subject does not permit nomothetic propositions, the 

majority of positivists appear committed to Williams’ more moderate rule: “The propensity to error 

should make us cautious, but not so desperate that we fear to come as close as possible to apodictic 

findings. We needn’t grasp at the torch with eyes closed, fearing to be blinded.” 

Positivists point to the potential of scientific analysis to yield counterintuitive truths. A frequently cited 

example is Grotsky’s study of the role of non-state actors in international trade. Published at a time 

when many scholars were convinced that multinational organizations had effectively “elbowed the 

traditional sovereign nation-state…out of analytical existence in our field,” Grotsky’s research of the 

structure, timing, and variance of state expenditures on foreign direct investment effectively restored 

the state to its position as the dominant unit in international relations scholarship. Despite several 

efforts, historico-deductivists who had championed the new relevance of non-state actors have not, 

as yet, successfully refuted Grotsky’s findings—a consideration that bodes well for those of us who 

believe that an end to this longstanding debate, which has produced much timely and relevant 

research, is not necessarily to be desired.  

In addition to claiming that critics have mischaracterized their methodological commitments, 

positivists also contend that the historico-deductivist approach is subject to many of the same 

criticisms leveled against positivism. For example, on the twentieth anniversary of her seminal article 

depicting the Peloponnesian War as the archetypal case of power politics in action, Nash, perhaps 

the exemplar of the historico-deductivist school, revisited her earlier findings, only to conclude that 

the interaction between the Athenians and Spartans included significant instances of cooperation 

and reciprocity. Even as Nash’s confederates praised the “illuminating evolution” in her thinking, 

many positivists questioned whether Nash’s antipodal findings corresponded to a shift in her initial 
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assumptions over time. The implication, of course, is that if positivists’ commitments at the level of 

proto-theory colour their eventual conclusions, then they are not alone in this regard. 

 
For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 
Q.15  According to information given by the author in the passage, which of the following is true of 

a posteriori overdetermination?? 

(A) It presents a challenge to scholars’ ability to produce nomothetic statements about world 
politics. 

(B) It exemplifies the analytical confusion created by unique events that often have multiple 
effects. 

(C) It suggests that the historico-deductivism is better suited than is positivism to the study 
of international relations. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.16  As used in the passage by Williams at the end of the third paragraph in the statement, “We 
needn’t grasp at the torch with eyes closed, fearing to be blinded,” the word “torch” refers to? 

(A) propensity to error. 

(B) nomothetic propositions. 

(C) political phenomena. 

(D) methodological commitments. 

(E) myths and superstitions 

 

Q.17  It can reasonably be inferred that the author of the passage is a: 

(A) professor of history. 

(B) professor of international relations. 

(C) diplomat. 

(D) journalist. 

(E) Politician 
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PASSAGE 5 

The person who, with inner conviction, loathes stealing, killing, and assault, may find himself 

performing these acts with relative ease when commanded by authority. Behaviour that is 

unthinkable in an individual who is acting of his own volition may be executed without hesitation 

when carried out under orders. An act carried out under command is, psychologically, of a 

profoundly different character than spontaneous action.  

The important task, from the standpoint of a psychological study of obedience, is to be able to take 

conceptions of authority and translate them into personal experience. It is one thing to talk in abstract 

terms about the respective rights of the individual and of authority; it is quite another to examine a 

moral choice in a real situation. We all know about the philosophic problems of freedom and 

authority. But in every case where the problem is not merely academic there is a real person who 

must obey or disobey authority. All musing prior to this moment is mere speculation, and all acts of 

disobedience are characterized by such a moment of decisive action.  

When we move to the laboratory, the problem narrows: if an experimenter tells a subject to act with 

increasing severity against another person, under what conditions will the subject comply, and under 

what conditions will he disobey? The laboratory problem is vivid, intense, and real. It is not 

something apart from life but carries to an extreme and very logical conclusion certain trends 

inherent in the ordinary functioning of the social world. The question arises as to whether there is 

any connection between what we have studied in the laboratory and the forms of obedience we 

have so often deplored throughout history. The differences in the two situations are, of course, 

enormous, yet the difference in scale, numbers, and political context may be relatively unimportant 

as long as certain essential features are retained.  

To the degree that an absence of compulsion is present, obedience is coloured by a cooperative 

mood; to the degree that the threat of force or punishment against the person is intimated, obedience 

is compelled by fear. The major problem for the individual is to recapture control of his own regnant 

processes once he has committed them to the purposes of others. The difficulty this entails 

represents the poignant and, in some degree, tragic element in the situation, for nothing is bleaker 

than the sight of a person striving yet not fully able to control his own behaviour in a situation of 

consequence to him.  

The essence of obedience is the fact that a person comes to view himself as the instrument for 

carrying out another’s wishes, and he therefore no longer regards himself as culpable for his actions. 

Once this critical shift of viewpoint has occurred, all of the essential features of obedience—the 

adjustment of thought, the freedom to engage in cruel behaviour, and the types of justification 

experienced by the person (essentially similar whether they occur in a psychological laboratory or 

on the battlefield)—follow. The question of generality, therefore, is not resolved by enumerating all 

of the manifest differences between the psychological laboratory and other situations, but by 

carefully constructing a situation that captures the essence of obedience—a situation in which a 

person gives himself over to authority and no longer views himself as the cause of his own actions. 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 
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Q.18  According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT false? 

(A) People will never commit acts that they judge to be wrong. 

(B) People will always obey those who are in positions of authority over them. 

(C) Obedience is not an important subject because it affects only a very limited number of 
acts. 

(D) It is possible to study obedience through a laboratory experiment. 

(E) Obedience is not impacted by a cooperative mood. 

 

Q.19  In the context of the points being made by the author in the passage, the phrase “absence of 
compulsion” (underlined) refers to? 

(A) the lack of punishment in psychological experiments. 

(B) obedience that is willingly given to one’s superior. 

(C) the freedom to disobey the orders of those in authority. 

(D) one’s ability to consider the moral implications of an act. 

(E) having the free will to do what one wants 

 

Q.20  Which of the following findings would serve to most WEAKEN the author’s claim in the 
passage about obedience to authority? 

(A) A study that concludes that most obedience to authority is motivated by fear 

(B) A study that demonstrates that most authority figures in government behave immorally 

(C) A study that shows that most people do not have strongly held ethical values 

(D) A study that asserts that people with a college education are less likely to obey authority 
figures than those with only a high school education 

(E) A study that proves that fear is an overriding emotion for most human beings 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 21 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 D 

Question 02 B 

Question 03 C 

Question 04 A 

Question 05 B 

Question 06 E 

Question 07 A 

Question 08 A 

Question 09 A, C 

Question 10 E 

Question 11 B 

Question 12 C 

Question 13 A 

Question 14 D 

Question 15 A 

Question 16 B 

Question 17 B 

Question 18 D 

Question 19 B 

Question 20 C 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 22 
 

PASSAGE 1 

The evolution of intelligence among early large mammals of the grasslands was due in great 

measure to the interaction between two ecologically synchronized groups of these animals, the 

hunting carnivores and the herbivores that they hunted. The interaction resulting from the 

differences between predator and prey led to a general improvement in brain functions; however, 

certain components of intelligence were improved far more than others. 

The kind of intelligence favored by the interplay of increasingly smarter catchers and increasingly 

keener escapers is defined by attention – that aspect of mind carrying consciousness forward from 

one moment to the next. It ranges from a passive, free-floating awareness to a highly focused, active 

fixation. The range through these states is mediated by the arousal system, a network 9f tracts 

converging from sensory systems to integrating centers in the brain stem. From the more relaxed to 

the more vigorous levels, sensitivity to novelty is increased. The organism is more awake, more 

vigilant; this increased vigilance results in the apprehension of ever more subtle signals as the 

organism becomes more sensitive to its surroundings. The processes of arousal and concentration 

give attention its direction. Arousal is at first general with a flooding of impulses in the brain stem; 

then gradually the activation is channeled. Thus begins concentration, the holding of consistent 

images. One meaning of intelligence is the way in which these images and other alertly searched 

information are used in the context of previous experience. Consciousness links past attention to 

the present and permits the integration of details with perceived ends and purposes. 

The elements of intelligence and consciousness come together marvelously to produce different 

styles in predator and prey. Herbivores and carnivores develop different kinds of attention related to 

escaping or chasing. Although in both kinds of animal, arousal stimulates the production of 

adrenaline and norepinephrine by the adrenal glands, the effect in herbivores is primarily fear, 

whereas in carnivores the effect is primarily aggression. For both, arousal attunes the animal to what 

is ahead. Perhaps it does not experience forethought as we know it, but the animal does experience 

something like it. The predator is searchingly aggressive, inner-directed, tuned by the nervous 

system and the adrenal hormones, but aware in a sense closer to human consciousness than, say, 

a hungry lizard's instinctive snap at a passing beetle. Using past events as a framework, the large 

mammal predator is working out a relationship between movement and food, sensitive to 

possibilities in cold trails and distant sounds – and yesterday's unforgotten lessons. The herbivore 

prey is of a different mind. Its mood of wariness rather than searching and its attitude of general 

expectancy instead of anticipating are silk-thin veils of tranquility over an explosive endocrine 

system. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 The author is primarily concerned with 

(A) disproving the view that herbivores are less intelligent than carnivores 

(B) describing a relationship between animals' intelligence and their ecological roles 

(C) establishing a direct link between early large mammals and their modern counterparts 

(D) analyzing the ecological basis for the dominance of some carnivores over other 
carnivores 

(E) demonstrating the importance of hormones in mental activity 

 

Q.02  The author refers to, a hungry lizard primarily in order to 

(A) demonstrate the similarity between the hunting methods of mammals and those of 
nonmammals 

(B) broaden the application of his argument by including an insectivore as an example 

(C) make a distinction between higher and lower levels of consciousness 

(D) provide an additional illustration of the brutality characteristic of predators 

(E) offer an objection to suggestions that all animals lack consciousness 

 

Q.03 It can be inferred from the passage that in animals less intelligent than the mammals 
discussed in the passage 

(A) past experience is less helpful in ensuring survival 

(B) attention is more highly focused 

(C) muscular coordination is less highly developed 

(D) there is less need for competition among species 

(E) environment is more important in establishing the proper ratio of prey to predator 

 

Q.04  The author's attitude toward the mammals discussed in the passage is best described as 

(A) superior and condescending 

(B) lighthearted and jocular 

(C) apologetic and conciliatory 

(D) wistful and tender 

(E) respectful and admiring 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.05  The author provides information that would answer which of the following questions? 

(A) Why is an aroused herbivore usually fearful? 
(B) What are some of the degrees of attention in large mammals? 
(C) What occurs when the stimulus that\ causes arousal of a mammal is removed? 
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Q.06  According to the passage, improvement in brain function among early large mammals 
resulted primarily from which of the following? 

(A) Interplay of predator and prey 

(D) Persistence of free-floating awareness in animals of the grasslands 

(C) Gradual dominance of warm-blooded mammals over cold-blooded reptiles 

(D) Interaction of early large mammals with less intelligent species 

(E) Improvement of the capacity for memory among herbivores and carnivores 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.07  According to the passage, as the process of arousal in an organism continues, which of the 
following may occur? 

(A) the production of adrenaline 

(B) the production of norepinephrine 

(C) a heightening of sensitivity to stimuli 
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PASSAGE 2 

Tocqueville, apparently, was wrong. Jacksonian America was not a fluid, egalitarian society where 

individual wealth and poverty were ephemeral conditions. At least so argues E. Pessen in his 

iconoclastic study of the very rich in the United States between 1825 and 1850. Pessen does present 

a quantity of examples, together with some refreshingly intelligible statistics, to establish the 

existence of an inordinately wealthy class. Though active in commerce or the professions, most of 

the wealthy were not self-made, but had inherited family fortunes. In no sense mercurial, these great 

fortunes survived the financial panics that destroyed lesser ones. Indeed, in several cities the 

wealthiest one percent constantly increased its share until by 1850 it owned half of the community's 

wealth. Although these observations are true, Pessen overestimates their importance by concluding 

from them that the undoubted progress toward inequality in the late eighteenth century continued in 

the Jacksonian period and that the United States was a class-ridden, plutocratic society even before 

industrialization. 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.08  According to the passage, Pessen indicates that which of the following were true of the very 
wealthy in the United States between 1825 and 1850? 

(A) They formed a distinct upper class. 

(B) Many of them were able to increase their holdings. 

(C) Some of them worked as professionals or in business. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.09  The author's attitude toward Pessen's presentation of statistics can be best described as 

(A) disapproving 

(B) shocked 

(C) suspicious 

(D) amused 

(E) laudatory 

 

Q.10  Which 'of the following best states the author's main point? 

(A) Pessen's study has overturned the previously established view of the social and economic 
structure of early nineteenth-century America. 

(B) Tocqueville's analysis of the United States in the Jacksonian era remains the definitive 
account of this period. 

(C) Pessen's study is valuable primarily because it shows the continuity of the social system 
in the United States throughout the nineteenth century. 

(D) The social patterns and political power of the extremely wealthy in the United States 
between 1825 and 1850 are well documented. 

(E) Pessen challenges a view of the social and economic system in the United States from 
1825 to 1850, but he draws conclusions that are incorrect. 

. 
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PASSAGE 3 

"I want to criticize the social system, and to show it at work, at its most intense." Virginia Woolf's 

provocative statement about her intentions in writing Mrs. Dalloway has regularly been ignored by 

the critics since it highlights an aspect of her literary interests very different from the traditional 

picture of the "poetic" novelist concerned with examining states of reverie and vision and with 

following the intricate pathways of individual consciousness. But Virginia Woolf was a realistic as 

well as a poetic novelist, a satirist and social critic as well as a visionary: literary critics' cavalier 

dismissal of Woolf's social vision will not withstand scrutiny. In her novels, Woolf is deeply engaged 

by the questions of how individuals are shaped (or de-formed) by their social environments, how 

historical forces impinge on people's lives, how class, wealth, and gender help to determine people's 

fates. Most of her novels are rooted in a realistically rendered social setting and in a precise historical 

time. 

Woolf's focus on society has not been generally recognized because of her intense antipathy to 

propaganda in an. The pictures of reformers in her novels are usually satiric or sharply critical. Even 

when Woolf is fundamentally sympathetic to their causes, she portrays people anxious to reform 

their society and possessed of a message or program as arrogant or dishonest, unaware of how 

their political ideas serve their own psychological needs. (Her Writer's Diary notes: "the only honest 

people are the artists," whereas "these social reformers and philanthropists ... harbor ... discreditable 

desires under the disguise of loving their kind....") Woolf detested what she called "preaching" in 

fiction, too, and criticized novelist D. H. Lawrence (among others) for working by this method. 

Woolf's own social criticism is expressed in the language of observation rather than in direct 

commentary since for her, fiction is a contemplative, not an active art. She describes phenomena 

and provides materials for a judgment about society and social issues: it is the reader's work to put 

the observations together and understand the coherent point of view behind them. As a moralist, 

Woolf works by indirection, subtly undermining officially accepted mores, mocking, suggesting, 

calling into question, rather than asserting, advocating, bearing witness: hen is the satirist's art. 

Woolf's literary models were acute social observers like Chekhov and Chaucer. As she put it in The 

Common Reader, "It is safe to say that not a single law has been framed or one stone set upon 

another because of anything Chaucer said or wrote; and yet, as we read him, we are absorbing 

morality at every pore." Like Chaucer, Woolf chose to understand as well as to judge, to know her 

society root and branch—a decision crucial in order to produce art rather than polemic. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 

 

Q.11 Which of the following would be the most appropriate title for the passage? 
(A) Poetry and Satire as Influences on the Novels of Virginia Woolf 

(B) Virginia Woolf: Critic and Commentator on the Twentieth-Century Novel 

(C) Trends in Contemporary Reform Movements as a Key to Understanding Virginia Woolf's 
Novels 

(D) Society as Allegory for the Individual in the Novels of Virginia Woolf 

(E) Virginia Woolf's Novels: Critical Reflections on the Individual and on Society 
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Q.12  In the first paragraph of the passage, the author's attitude toward the literary critics mentioned 
can best be described as 

(A) disparaging 

(B) ironic 

(C) facetious 

(D) skeptical but resigned 

(F) disappointed but hopeful 

 

Q.13  It can be inferred from the passage that Woolf chose Chaucer as a literary model because 
she believed that 

(A) Chaucer was the first English author to focus on society as a whole as well as on individual 
characters 

(B) Chaucer was an honest and forthright author, whereas novelists like D. H. Lawrence did 
not sincerely wish to change society 

(C) Chaucer was more concerned with understanding his society than with calling its 
accepted mores into question 

(D) Chaucer's writing was great, if subtly, effective in influencing the moral attitudes of his 
readers 

(E) her own novels would be more widely read if, like Chaucer, she did not overtly and 
vehemently criticize contemporary society 

 

Q.14  It can be inferred from the passage that the most probable reason Woolf realistically 
described the social setting in the majority of her novels was that she 

(A) was aware that contemporary literary critics considered the novel to be the most realistic 
of literary genres 

(B) was interested in the effect of a person's social milieu on his or her character and actions 

(C) needed to be as attentive to detail as possible in her novels in order to support the 
arguments she advanced in them 

(D) wanted to show that a painstaking fidelity in the representation of reality did not in any 
way hamper the artist 

(E) wished to prevent critics from charging that her novels were written in an ambiguous and 
inexact style. 

 

Q.15  Which of the following phrases best expresses the sense of the word "contemplative" as it is 
used in the passage? 

(A) Gradually elucidating the rational structures underlying accepted more 

(B) Reflecting on issues in society without prejudice or emotional commitment 

(C) Avoiding the aggressive assertion of the author's perspective to the exclusion of the 
reader's judgment 

(D) Conveying a broad view of society as a whole rather than focusing on an isolated 
individual consciousness 

(E) Appreciating the world as the artist sees it rather than judging it in moral terms 
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Q.16  The author implies that a major element of the satirist's art is the satirist's 

(A) consistent adherence to a position of lofty disdain when viewing the foibles of humanity 

(B) insistence on the helplessness of individuals against the social forces that seek to 
determine an individual's fate 

(C) cynical disbelief that visionaries can either enlighten or improve their societies 

(D) fundamental assumption that some ambiguity must remain in a work of art in order for it 
to reflect society and social mores accurately 

(E) refusal to indulge in polemic when presenting social mores to readers for their scrutiny 

 

Q.17  The passage supplies information for answering which of the following questions? 

(A) Have literary critics ignored the social criticism inherent in the works of Chekhov and 
Chaucer? 

(B) Does the author believe that Woolf is solely an introspective and visionary novelist? 

(C) What are the social causes with which Woolf shows herself to be sympathetic in her 
writings? 

(D) Was D. H. Lawrence as concerned as Woolf was with creating realistic settings for his 
novels? 

(E) Does Woolf attribute more power to social environment or to historical forces as shapers 
of a person's life? 
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PASSAGE 4 

It is a popular misconception that nuclear fusion power is free of radioactivity; in fact, the deuterium-

tritium reaction that nuclear scientists are currently exploring with such zeal produces both alpha 

particles and neutrons. (The neutrons are used to produce tritium from a lithium blanket surrounding 

the reactor.) Another common misconception is that nuclear fusion power is a virtually unlimited 

source of energy because of the enormous quantity of deuterium in the sea. Actually, its limits are 

set by the amount of available lithium, which is about as plentiful as uranium in the Earth's crust. 

Research should certainly continue on controlled nuclear fusion, but no energy program should be 

premised on its existence until it has proven practical. For the immediate future, we must continue 

to use hydroelectric power, nuclear fission, and fossil fuels to meet our energy needs. The energy 

sources already in major use arc in major use for good reason. 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.18  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

(A) criticize scientists who believe that the deuterium-tritium fusion reaction can be made 
feasible as an energy source 

(B) admonish scientists who have failed to correctly calculate the amount of lithium available 
for use in nuclear fusion reactors 

(C) defend the continued short-term use of fossil fuels as a major energy source 

(D) caution against uncritical embrace of nuclear fusion power as a major energy source 

(E) correct the misconception that nuclear fusion power is entirely free of radioactivity 

 

Q.19  It can be inferred from the passage that the author believes which of the following about the 
current state of public awareness concerning nuclear fusion power? 

(A) The public has been deliberately misinformed about the advantages and disadvantages 
of nuclear fusion power. 

(B) The public is unaware of the principal advantage of nuclear fusion over nuclear fission as 
an energy source. 

(C) The public's awareness of the scientific facts concerning nuclear fusion power is 
somewhat distorted and incomplete. 

(D) The public is not interested in increasing its awareness of the advantages and 
disadvantages of nuclear fusion power. 

(E) The public is aware of the disadvantages of nuclear fusion power but not of its 
advantages. 

 

Q.20  The passage provides information that would answer which of the following questions? 

(A) What is likely to be the principal source of deuterium for nuclear fusion power? 

(B) How much incidental radiation is produced in the deuterium-tritium fusion reaction? 

(C) Why are scientists exploring the deuterium-tritium fusion reaction with such zeal? 

(D) Why must the tritium for nuclear fusion be synthesized from lithium? 

(E) Why dots the deuterium-tritium reaction yield both alpha particles and neutrons? 
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Q.21  Which of the following statements concerning nuclear scientists is most directly suggested in 
the passage? 

(A) Nuclear scientists are not themselves aware of all of the facts surrounding the deuterium-
tritium fusion reaction. 

(B) Nuclear scientists exploring the deuterium-tritium reaction have overlooked key facts in 
their eagerness to prove nuclear fusion practical. 

(C) Nuclear scientists may have overestimated the amount of lithium actually available in the 
Earth's crust. 

(D) Nuclear scientists have not been entirely dispassionate in their investigation of the 
deuterium-tritium reaction. 

(E) Nuclear scientists have insufficiently investigated the lithium-to-tritium reaction in nuclear 
fusion. 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 22 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 B 

Question 02 C 

Question 03 A 

Question 04 E 

Question 05 A, B 

Question 06 A 

Question 07 A, B, C 

Question 08 A, B, C 

Question 09 E 

Question 10 E 

Question 11 E 

Question 12 A 

Question 13 D 

Question 14 B 

Question 15 C 

Question 16 E 

Question 17 B 

Question 18 D 

Question 19 C 

Question 20 A 

Question 21 D 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 23 
 

PASSAGE 1 

The recent, apparently successful, prediction by mathematical models of an appearance of El Nino 

- the warm ocean current that periodically develops along the Pacific coast of South America - has 

excited researchers. Jacob Bjerknes pointed out over 20 years acro how winds might create either 

abnormally warm or abnormally cold water in the eastern equatorial Pacific. Nonetheless, until the 

development of the models no one could explain why conditions should regularly shift from one to 

the other, as happens in the periodic oscillations between appearances of the warm El Nino and the 

cold so-called anti-EI Nino. The answer, at least if the current model that links the behavior of the 

ocean to that of the atmosphere is correct, is to be found in the ocean. 

It has long been known that during an El Nino, two conditions exist: (1) unusually warm water 

extends along the eastern Pacific, principally along the coasts of Ecuador and Peru, and (2) winds 

blow from the west into the warmer air rising over the warm water in the east. These winds tend to 

create a feedback mechanism by driving the warmer surface water into a "pile" that blocks the 

normal upwelling of deeper, cold water In the east and further warms the eastern water, thus 

strengthening the wind still more. The contribution of the model is to show that the winds of an El 

Nino, which raise sea level in the east, simultaneously send a signal to the west lowering sea level. 

According to the model, that signal is generated as a negative Rossby wave, a wave of depressed, 

or negative, sea level, that moves westward parallel to the equator at 25 to 85 kilometers per day. 

Taking months to traverse the Pacific, Rossby waves march to the western boundary of the Pacific 

basin, which is modeled as a smooth wall but in reality, consists of quite irregular island chains, such 

as the Philippines and Indonesia. 

When the waves meet the western boundary, they are reflected, and the model predicts that Rossby 

waves will be broken into numerous coastal Kelvin waves carrying the same negative sea-level 

signal. These eventually shoot toward the equator, and then head eastward along the equator 

propelled by the rotation of the Earth at a speed of about 250 kilometers per day. When enough 

Kelvin waves of sufficient amplitude arrive from the western Pacific, their negative sea-level signal 

overcomes the feedback mechanism tending to raise the sea level, and they begin to drive the 

system into the opposite cold mode. This produces a gradual shift in winds, one that will eventually 

send positive sea-level Rossby waves westward, waves that will eventually return as cold cycle-

ending positive Kelvin waves, beginning another warming cycle. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.01 The primary function of the passage as a whole is to 

(A) introduce a new explanation of a physical phenomenon 

(B) explain the difference between two related physical phenomena 

(C) illustrate the limitations of applying mathematics to complicated physical phenomena 

(D) indicate the direction that research into a particular physical phenomenon should take 

(E) clarify the differences between an old explanation of a physical phenomenon and a new 
model of it 
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Q.02  Which of the following best describes the organization of the first paragraph? 

(A) A theory is presented and criticized. 

(B) A model is described and evaluated. 

(C) A result is reported and its importance explained. 

(D) A phenomenon is noted and its significance debated. 

(E) A hypothesis is introduced and contrary evidence presented. 

 

Q.03 According to the passage, which of the following features is characteristic of an El Nino? 

(A) Cold coastal water near Peru 

(B) Winds blowing from the west 

(C) Random occurrence 

(D) Worldwide effects 

(E) Short duration 

 

Q.04  According to the model presented in the passage, which of the following normally signals the 
disappearance of an El Nino? 

(A) The arrival in the eastern Pacific of negative sea-level Kelvin waves 

(B) A shift in the direction of the winds produced by the start of an anti-El Nino elsewhere in 
the Pacific 

(C) The reflection of Kelvin waves after they reach the eastern boundary of the Pacific, along 
Ecuador and Peru 

(D) An increase in the speed at which negative Rossby waves cross the Pacific 

(E) The creation of a reservoir of colder, deep ocean water trapped under the pile of warmer, 
surface ocean water 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.05  It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following would result fairly immediately 
from the cessation of the winds of an EI Nino? 

(A) Negative Rossby waves would cease to be generated in the eastern Pacific. 

(B) The sea level in the eastern Pacific would fall. 

(C) The surface water in the eastern Pacific would again be cooled by being mixed with deep 
water. 
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Q.06  Which of the following, if true, would most seriously undermine the validity of the model of EI 
Nino that is presented in the passage? 

(A) During some years EI Nino extends significantly farther along the coasts of Ecuador and 
Peru than during other years. 

(B) During periods of unusually cool temperatures along the eastern Pacific, an EI Nino is 
much colder than normal. 

(C) The normal upwelling of cold water in the eastern Pacific depends much more on the local 
characteristics of the ocean than on atmospheric conditions. 

(D) The variations in the time it takes Rossby waves to cross the Pacific depend on the power 
of the winds that the waves encounter. 

(E) The western boundary of the Pacific basin is so irregular that it impedes most coastal 
Kelvin waves from beading eastward. 

 

Q.07  The passage best supports the conclusion that during an anti-EI Nino the fastest-moving 
signal waves are 

(A) negative Rossby waves moving east along the equator 

(B) positive Rossby waves moving west along the equator 

(C) negative Kelvin waves moving west along the equator 

(D) positive Kelvin waves moving west along the equator 

(E) positive Kelvin waves moving east along the equator 
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PASSAGE 2 

Isadora Duncan's masterly writings on the dance reveal the depth of her determination to create a 

lyric form of the art which was free of characterization, storytelling, and the theatrical exhibition of 

skills: She wished to discard the traditional methods and established vocabularies of such dance 

forms as ballet and to explore the internal sources of human expressiveness. She shunned bodily 

ornamentation and strove to use only the natural movements of her body, undistorted by acrobatic 

exaggeration and stimulated only by internal compulsion. In her recitals Duncan danced to the music 

of Beethoven, Wagner, and Gluck, among others, but, contrary to popular belief, she made no 

attempt to visualize or to interpret the music; rather, she simply relied on it to provide the inspiration 

for expressing inner feelings through movement. She did not regard this use of music as ideal, 

however, believing that she would someday dispense with music entirely. That day never came.  

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.08  The author is primarily concerned with Duncan's 

(A) masterful lyricism as expressed in her writings on the dance 

(B) concerted efforts to subdue the natural movements of the dance 

(C) belated recognition that she could not actually fulfill all of her ideals for the dance 

(D) basic standards for the dance form that she wished to create and perform 

(E) continuous responsiveness to a popular misconception about the nature of her new art 
form 

 

Q.09  The author implies that Duncan relied on music in her recitals in order to 

(A) interpret musical works solely by means of natural body movements 

(B) foster the illusion that music serves as an inspiration for the dance 

(C) inspire the expression of inner feeling when she danced 

(D) validate the public belief that music inspires the expression of feeling through movement 

(E) counter the public belief that she made no attempt to visualize music 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.10  According to the passage, Duncan intended to develop an art form that would do which of 
the following 

(A) avoid the use of standard ballet techniques 

(B) revitalize an earlier established vocabulary 

(C) create intended effects without the use of acrobatic exaggeration 

 

Q.11  It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following endeavors is LEAST 
compatible with Duncan's ideals for the dance? 

(A) Using music to stimulate the inspiration to dance 

(B) Attempting to free an art form of both characterization and storytelling 

(C) Minimizing the theatrical exhibition of skills 

(D) Being inspired to express inner feeling through movement 

(E) Creating a lyric art form by drawing on inner personal resources 
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PASSAGE 3 

Historians have only recently begun to note the increase in demand for luxury goods and services 

that took place in eighteenth-century England. McKendrick Line has explored the Wedgwood firm's 

remarkable success in marketing luxury pottery; Plumb has written about the proliferation of 

provincial theaters, musical festivals, and children's toys and books. While the fact of this consumer 

revolution is hardly in doubt, three key questions remain: Who were the consumers? What were 

their motives? And what were the effects of the new demand for luxuries? 

An answer to the first of these has been difficult to obtain. Although it has been possible to infer from 

the goods and services actually produced what manufacturers and servicing trades thought their 

customers wanted, only a study of relevant personal documents written by actual consumers will 

provide a precise picture of who wanted what. We still need to know how large this consumer market 

was and how far down the social scale the consumer demand for luxury goods penetrated. With 

regard to this last question, we might note in passing that Thompson, while rightly restoring laboring 

people to the stage of eighteenth-century English history, has probably exaggerated the opposition 

of these people to the inroads of capitalist consumerism in general; for example, laboring people in 

eighteenth-century England readily shifted from home-brewed beer to standardized beer produced 

by huge, heavily capitalized urban breweries. 

To answer the question of why consumers became so eager to buy, some historians have pointed 

to the ability of manufacturers to advertise in a relatively uncensored press. This, however, hardly 

seems a sufficient answer. McKendrick favors a Veblen model of conspicuous consumption 

stimulated by competition for status. The "middling sort" bought goods and services because they 

wanted to follow fashions set by the rich. Again, we may wonder whether this explanation is 

sufficient. Do not people enjoy buying things as a form of self-gratification? If so, consumerism could 

be seen as a product of the rise of new concepts of individualism and materialism, but not 

necessarily of the frenzy for conspicuous competition. 

Finally, what were the consequences of this consumer demand for luxuries? McKendrick claims that 

it goes a long way toward explaining the coming of the Industrial Revolution. But does it? What, for 

example, does the production of high-quality pottery and toys have to do with the development of 

iron manufacture or textile mills? It is perfectly possible to have the psychology and reality of a 

consumer society without a heavy industrial sector. 

That future exploration of these key questions is undoubtedly necessary should not, however, 

diminish the force of the conclusion of recent studies: the insatiable demand in eighteenth-century 

England for frivolous as well as useful goods and services foreshadows our own world. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 
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Q.12 In the first paragraph, the author mentions McKendrick and Plumb most probably in order to 

(A) contrast their views on the subject of luxury consumerism in eighteenth-century England 

(B) indicate the inadequacy of historiographical approaches to eighteenth-century English 
history 

(C) give examples of historians who have helped to establish the fact of growing consumerism 
in eighteenth-century England 

(D) support the contention that key questions about eighteenth-century consumerism remain 
to be answered 

(E) compare one historian's interest in luxury goods such as pottery to another historian's 
interest in luxury services such as musical festivals 

 

Q.13  Which of the following items, if preserved from eighteenth-century England, would provide an 
example of the kind of relevant personal documents? 

(A) A written agreement between a supplier of raw materials and a supplier of luxury goods 

(B) A diary that mentions luxury goods and services purchased by its author 

(C) A theater ticket stamped with the date and name of a particular play 

(D) A payroll record from a company that produced luxury goods such as pottery 

(E) A newspaper advertisement describing luxury goods and services available at a seaside 
resort 

 

Q.14  According to the passage, Thompson attributes to laboring people in eighteenth-century 
England which of the following attitudes toward capitalist consumerism? 

(A) Enthusiasm 

(B) Curiosity 

(C) Ambivalence 

(D) Stubbornness 

(E) Hostility 

 

Q.15  In the third paragraph, the author is primarily concerned with 

(A) contrasting two theses and offering a compromise 

(B) questioning two explanations and proposing a possible alternative to them 

(C) paraphrasing the work of two historians and questioning their assumptions 

(D) examining two theories and endorsing one over the other 

(E) raising several questions but implying that they cannot be answered 
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Q.16  According to the passage, a Veblen model of conspicuous consumption has been used to 

(A) investigate the extent of the demand for luxury goods among social classes in eighteenth-
century England 

(B) classify the kinds of luxury goods desired by eighteenth-century consumers 

(C) explain the motivation of eighteenth-century consumers to buy luxury goods 

(D) establish the extent to which the tastes of rich consumers were shaped by the middle 
classes in eighteenth-century England 

(E) compare luxury consumerism in eighteenth-century England with such consumerism in 
the twentieth century 

 

Q.17  According to the passage, eighteenth-century England and the contemporary world of the 
passage's readers are 

(A) dissimilar in the extent to which luxury consumerism could be said to be widespread 
among the social classes 

(B) dissimilar in their definitions of luxury goods and services 

(C) dissimilar in the extent to which luxury goods could be said to be a stimulant of industrial 
development 

(D) similar in their strong demand for a variety of goods and services 

(E) similar in the extent to which a middle class could be identified as imitating the habits of 
a wealthier class 

 

Q.18  It can be inferred from the passage that the author would most probably agree with which of 
the following statements about the relationship between the Industrial Revolution and the 
demand for luxury goods and services in eighteenth-century England? 

(A) The growing demand for luxury goods and services was a major factor in the coming of 
the Industrial Revolution. 

(B) The Industrial Revolution exploited the already existing demand for luxury goods and 
services. 

(C) Although the demand for luxury goods may have helped bring about the Industrial 
Revolution, the demand for luxury services did not. 

(D) There is no reason to believe that the Industrial Revolution was directly driven by a 
growing demand for luxury goods and services. 

(E) The increasing demand for luxury goods and services was a cultural phenomenon that 
has been conclusively demonstrated to have been separate from the coming of the Industrial 
Revolution. 
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PASSAGE 4 

Researchers are finding that in many ways an individual bacterium is more analogous to a 

component cell of a multicellular organism than it is to a free-living, autonomous organism. 

Anabaena, a freshwater bacteria, is a case in point. Among photosynthetic bacteria, Anabaena is 

unusual: it is capable of both photosynthesis and nitrogen fixation. Within a single cell, these two 

biochemical processes are incompatible: oxygen, produced during photosynthesis, inactivates the 

nitrogenase required for nitrogen fixation. In Anabaena communities, however, these processes can 

coexist. When fixed nitrogen compounds are abundant, Anabaena is strictly photosynthetic and its 

cells are all alike. When nitrogen levels are low, however, specialized cells called heterocysts are 

produced which lack chlorophyll (necessary for photosynthesis) but which can fix nitrogen by 

converting nitrogen gas into a usable form. Submicroscopic channels develop which connect the 

heterocyst cells with the photosynthetic ones and which are used for transferring cellular products 

between the two kinds of Anabaena cells. 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q.19  According to the passage, which of the following statements is true of bacteria that engage 
in photosynthesis? 

(A) They eventually become two autonomous cells. 

(B) They cannot normally also engage in nitrogen fixation. 

(C) Oxygen normally inactivates them. 

(D) Cellular products are constantly transferred between such bacteria. 

(E) They normally lack chlorophyll. 

 

Q.20  It can be inferred from the passage that cell differentiation within Anabaena is regulated by  

(A) the amount of oxygen Anabaena cells produce 

(B) the season of the year 

(C) the amount of fixed nitrogen compounds available 

(D) the number of microscopic channels uniting Anabaena cells 

(E) the amount of chlorophyll in Anabaena cells 

 

Q.21  The passage supports which of the following inferences about heterocysts? 

(A) Heterocysts do not produce oxygen. 

(B) Nitrogen gas inactivates heterocysts. 

(C) Chlorophyll increases the productivity of heterocysts. 

(D) Heterocysts allow nitrogen fixation and photosynthesis to occur in the same cell. 

(E) Heterocysts are more important for Anabaena's functioning than are photosynthetic cells. 

 

Q.22  The author uses the example of Anabaena to illustrate the 

(A) uniqueness of bacteria among unicellular organisms 

(B) inadequacy of an existing view of bacteria 

(C) ability of unicellular organisms to. engage in photosynthesis 

(D) variability of a freshwater bacteria 

(E) difficulty of investigating even the simplest unicellular organisms  
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Reading Comprehension Drill 23 – Answer Key 
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Reading Comprehension Drill 24 
 

PASSAGE 1 

Psychology has reflected and contributed to the cultural bias of exalting motherhood at the expense 

of fatherhood. Sigmund Freud considered the mother, but not the father, to have a prominent role 

in infant development. Gadpaille argues that maternalism is instinctual to females, not only in the 

species but in mammals generally. He warns that anyone advocating “male mothering may bring 

harm to everyone concerned.” Strongly influenced by such psychological theory, our culture has 

been taken in by the “superiority of mother” theory.  

Benjamin Spock, in a six-hundred-page book on child care, devotes just three pages to the role of 

fathers. While he admits that a man does not sacrifice his masculinity, Spock thinks child care is 

something the father should do only occasionally—just to help the mother out. Fathers who win 

custody of children in divorce proceedings are often advised that they should immediately hire full-

time housekeepers to function as surrogate mothers.  

But, alas, mothers who win custody are not told to provide surrogate fathers for them. Margaret 

Mead, the famous anthropologist, once remarked that “fathers are a biological necessity but a social 

accident.” Throughout the nineteenth and much of the twentieth century, our culture has been quite 

comfortable with this stereotypical view of fathers. “Less than ten percent of the scientific studies of 

parents have taken the father’s role into account, in spite of the fact that half of all parents are 

fathers.” Society has not yet changed in any major ways with regard to fathers as nonparents. 

However, researchers have finally realized that “the motherhood role is not an inherited behaviour 

pattern, but a learned set of social skills.”  

Female children begin learning these social skills at a very early age; society makes no effort to see 

that boys learn these same social skills. Theories of “maternal instinct” and attachment or bonding 

as being exclusively maternal are now being called into question. Infants bond with both the mother 

and the father. A growing body of literature now reveals that fathers do have potential nurturance 

just as mothers do. Men are increasingly demanding to be accepted as nurturant parents rather than 

just the provider and protector.  

Young men are beginning to reject the models of parenting provided by their fathers and are 

searching for ways to become parents as well as fathers. A radical restructuring of maleness and 

fatherhood is currently under way. Fathering and mothering are two distinct parental roles. When a 

male is nurturant, he is fathering, not mothering. Both mothering and fathering are valid roles, but 

they are by no means identical.  

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q.01 Fathers who exhibit which of the following actions could count on the author of this passage 
to give them his greatest support? 

(A) Buying educational toys for their children 

(B) Reading bedtime stories to their children 

(C) Leaving their children with female babysitters 

(D) Working in order to pay for family expenses 

(E) Being nice to their wives 

 

Q.02  What is the primary aim of the passage? 

(A) To argue that women are more important than men 

(B) To assert that men lack in maternal instinct 

(C) To criticise men for neglecting their children 

(D) To describe the changing role of men in modern examples of parenthood 

(E) To decry the concept of motherhood 

 

Q.03 The existence of which of these findings would most strongly challenge Sigmund Freud’s 
opinion as it is presented in the passage? 

(A) The personality of infants is strongly influenced by their mothers 

(B) The personality of infants is strongly influenced by their fathers 

(C) The personality of infants is weakly influenced by their siblings 

(D) The personality of infants is weakly influenced by their grandparents 

(E) The personality of infants is affected by many factors 

 

Q.04  Based on information provided by the author in the passage, which of the following 
statements is NOT true? 

(A) The author contends that both males and females should participate in raising children. 

(B) Gadpaille asserts that females do not have to learn about raising children. 

(C) Benjamin Spock argues that males should not be heavily involved in raising children. 

(D) Margaret Mead believed that males have a major role to play in raising children. 

(E) Freud argues that women are more important than men when it comes to raising a child 
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PASSAGE 2 

Far from being fixed on Earth, scientists now know that Australia has wandered over the face of the 

planet for billions of years, sometimes lying in the northern hemisphere, sometimes in the south. For 

40 million years, after finally cutting the umbilicus with Antarctica, it slowly drifted northwards, in 

isolation, at about half the rate at which a human hair grows.  

Now that the sheep has faltered, Australians ride more and more upon the marsupial’s back. To a 

large extent, but more difficult to quantify, Australia’s fauna and flora are being used as a unique 

resource. In scientific disciplines from reproductive physiology and evolutionary biology to medicine, 

Australia’s native species are hailed as a unique and priceless heritage. They are providing insights 

into the way the world, and humans themselves, work. 

Australia’s rainforests—those “unimportant appendages” —are now widely acknowledged as being 

the most ancient of humanity’s landbased ecosystems, which gave rise to most others. Botanical 

discoveries of worldwide importance are being made in them every year. Australian botanists have 

recently completed a catalogue of Australian plants, in which they list 18,000 species. Their 

taxonomic work over recent years has resulted in a 50 percent increase in the number of species in 

the groups examined. Yet they estimate that about 7,000 undiscovered plant species still exist in 

Australia. Many surely inhabit Australian rainforests and are members of ancient and bizarre 

families, like the southern pine (Podocarpus species) recently found growing in a steep valley in 

Arnhem Land, thousands of kilometres distant from its nearest relatives.  

Research on newly discovered Australian dinosaur faunas is challenging previous conceptions of 

what dinosaurs were like. So important are these discoveries that an Australian dinosaur recently 

made it onto the cover of a major international magazine. It was discovered in one of only two 

deposits in the world which was laid down near the South Pole during the age of dinosaurs. The 

chicken-sized species survived three months of darkness each year in a refrigerated world.  

Scientists are finally understanding that evolution in Australia, in contrast to evolution on some other 

continents, is not driven solely by nature “red in tooth and claw.” Here, a more gentle force—that of 

coadaptation—is important. This is because harsh conditions force individuals to cooperate to 

minimize the loss of nutrients, and to keep them cycling through the ecosystem as rapidly as 

possible. 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 

Q.05  Based on information in the passage, which of the following is NOT true? 

(A) Australia has moved from one hemisphere to the other over time. 

(B) Most Australian plant species remain undiscovered. 

(C) Important information is being gathered by studying Australian plants. 

(D) Australian rainforests are different from other rainforests. 

(E) Dinosaurs had once existed in what is now Australia 
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Q.06  Suppose that a previously unknown species of plant that is capable of producing medicine is 
found in an Australian rainforest. How would this information affect the author’s opinion of 
Australian rainforests? 

(A) It would support the author’s opinion. 

(B) It would contradict the author’s opinion. 

(C) It would neither support nor contradict the author’s opinion. 

(D) It would contradict the author’s opinion only if this species of plant cannot be found 
anywhere else. 

(E) It would weaken the argument that Australian ecosystem is unique 

 

Q.07  According to the passage, all of the following are considered benefits of studying Australian 
ecosystems EXCEPT: 

(A) increasing knowledge of reproductive physiology and medicine. 

(B) gaining information concerning evolutionary trends. 

(C) furthering the understanding of the uses of hydroelectric power and solar energy. 

(D) providing insight into ancient ecosystems 

(E) providing an insight into the way humans work 

 

Q.08  What is the main purpose of the author in writing the passage? 

(A) to state that dinosaurs originated in what is now Australia 

(B) to criticise modern scientists for not understanding the unique importance of Australia 

(C) to discuss some unique ecological features of Australia 

(D) to assert that Australian rainforests are the oldest of them all 

(E) Australian flora and fauna are not found anywhere else in the world 
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PASSAGE 3 

Previous investigations into the workings of memory usually tested episodic memory, which 

describes the recall of specific events, as well as the ability to remember names and the 

whereabouts of items like car keys. This ability usually remains intact until the mid-sixties, when 

people often become forgetful of things like recent events and minor details. While some researchers 

suggest that this well-known decline in episodic memory in the elderly stems from degeneration of 

the frontal lobes of the brain, many scientists believe that such memory loss is largely due to 

retirement: after the demands of work stop, most people no longer exercise their mental faculties as 

strenuously. Thus, regular mental “exercise” might curtail memory loss.  

But episodic memory comprises only part of this intricate brain function. Memory researchers have 

identified two other types of memory, neither of which seems to deteriorate with age. New studies 

suggest that we have more than one kind of memory, and imply that elderly people who suffer from 

forgetfulness can utilize other types of memory to compensate for the decline.  

This new conception of memory stems from a shift in methodology of memory research. While older 

studies of memory and aging involved comparisons between different age groups, recent 

investigations tested the same group of people over a number of years. Such longitudinal data more 

clearly establishes the relationship between memory and aging. Through these studies of older 

adults, researchers concluded that there exist three major kinds of memory, only one of which 

declines in old age.  

Semantic memory, which describes our ability to recall knowledge and facts as well as events in the 

distant past, does not seem to lessen over the course of a lifetime. In fact, such memory may be 

even sharper in elderly people than in the young or middle-aged. When a group of men and women 

in their sixties were tested on a specific vocabulary list and retested on the same list a decade later, 

the group had improved their scores by an average of six words—an increase researchers consider 

substantial. Such studies suggest that by taking notes or mulling over events, elderly people who 

suffer from forgetfulness can store more information in the semantic memory, thus compensating 

for episodic memory loss.  

Implicit memory deals with the tremendous variety of mental activities we perform without making 

any intentional effort. Examples of these include actions like driving a car, touch-typing, or riding a 

bicycle. In a particular study, an amnesiac patient who had been an avid golfer before developing a 

memory problem remembered which club to use for each stroke; however, he forgot that he had 

played a hole within minutes of having done so.  

In addition, further studies of amnesiacs have shown that people with these disorders can learn new 

facts but cannot remember when and where they had learned them. Studies of people in their sixties 

and seventies showed similar results: like amnesiacs, older people are able to learn from new 

experience as well as younger people, but often have difficulty remembering the source of their 

knowledge or skill. While the findings are encouraging, it must be noted that such studies do not 

deal with memory problems associated with illness, disease, or injury to the brain.  
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For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q.09 Based on the information in the passage, the author implies that advanced age might 
adversely affect which of the following?? 

(A) Memory of details of a recent conversation 

(B) Recollection of childhood memories 

(C) Ability to perform routine tasks 

 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 

 

Q.10  With regard to new research into memory and the various points brought up in the passage, 
the author’s attitude might be described as one of: 

(A) unbridled enthusiasm. 

(B) wary skepticism. 

(C) reserved optimism. 

(D) unbiased objectivity 

(E) unreserved joy 

 

Q.11  The primary purpose of the passage is to: 

(A) discuss the ways in which a new theory of memory challenges common assumptions 
regarding memory and aging. 

(B) explain why past investigations into memory tested only episodic memory. 

(C) describe recent research into the functioning of the brain. 

(D) consider the reasons why episodic memory diminished in later years. 

(E) describe two new types of memory 

 

Q.12  Based on the information in the passage, the author would probably agree with which of the 
following statements regarding memory problems associated with illness, disease, or injury? 

(A) Since many elderly suffer from such organic dysfunctions, memory research remains 
more theoretical than practical. 

(B) Scientists do not anticipate that these studies will contribute to our understanding of these 
disorders as well. 

(C) It is likely that researchers will turn toward these more critical problems in the near future. 

(D) Since such disorders do not conform to the tripartite model of memory, most researchers 
are not interested in them 

(E) These problems can be resolved by conducting more in-depth research into the different 
memory types 
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PASSAGE 4 

Because we have so deeply interiorized writing, we find it difficult to consider writing to be an alien 

technology, as we commonly assume printing and the computer to be. Most people are surprised to 

learn that essentially the same objections commonly urged today against computers were urged by 

Plato in the Phaedrus, against writing.  

Writing, Plato has Socrates say, is inhuman, pretending to establish outside the mind what in reality 

can be only in the mind. Secondly, Plato’s Socrates urges, writing destroys memory. Those who use 

writing will become forgetful, relying on external resource for what they lack in internal resources. 

Thirdly, a written text is basically unresponsive, whereas real speech and thought always exist 

essentially in a context of give-and-take between real persons.  

Without writing, words as such have no visual presence, even when the objects they represent are 

visual. Thus, for most literates, to think of words as totally disassociated from writing is 

psychologically threatening, for literates‘ sense of control over language is closely tied to the visual 

transformations of language. Writing makes “words” appear similar to things because we think of 

words as the visible marks signaling words to decoders, and we have an inability to represent to our 

minds a heritage of verbally organized materials except as some variant of writing. A literate person, 

asked to think of the word “nevertheless” will normally have some image of the spelled-out word and 

be quite unable to think of the word without adverting to the lettering. Thus the thought processes 

of functionally literate human beings do not grow out of simply natural powers but out of these 

powers as structured by the technology of writing.  

Without writing, human consciousness cannot achieve its fuller potentials, cannot produce other 

beautiful and powerful creations. Literacy is absolutely necessary for the development not only of 

science, but also of history, philosophy, explicative understanding of literature and of any art, and 

indeed for the explanation of language (including oral speech) itself. Literate users of a grapholect 

such as standard English have access to vocabularies hundreds of times larger than any oral 

language can manage. Thus, in many ways, writing heightens consciousness. Technology, properly 

interiorized, does not degrade human life but enhances it.  

In the total absence of any writing, there is nothing outside the writer, no text, to enable him or her 

to produce the same line of thought again or even verify whether he has done so or not. In primary 

oral culture, to solve effectively the problem of retaining and retrieving carefully articulated thought, 

you have to do your thinking in mnemonic patterns, shaped for ready oral recurrence. A judge in an 

oral culture is often called upon to articulate sets of relevant proverbs out of which he can produce 

equitable decisions in the cases under formal litigation under him. The more sophisticated orally 

patterned thought is, the more it is likely to be marked by set expressions skilfully used. Among the 

ancient Greeks, Hesiod, who was intermediate between oral Homeric Greece and fully developed 

Greek literacy, delivered quasiphilosophic material in the formulaic verse forms from which he had 

emerged.  

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed.  
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Q.13  In paragraph 5 of the passage, the author mentions Hesiod in order to? 

(A) prove that oral poets were more creative than those who put their verses in written words. 

(B) show that some sophisticated expressions can be found among the preliterate ancient 
Greeks. 

(C) demonstrate that a culture that is partially oral and partially literate forms the basis of an 
ideal society. 

(D) thinking in mnemonic patterns is an unsuccessful memory device. 

(E) no sophisticated expressions could be found among the pre-literate ancient Greeks. 

 

Q.14  According to the author, an important difference between oral and literate cultures can be 
expressed in terms of: 

(A) extensive versus limited reliance on memory. 

(B) chaotic versus structured modes of thought. 

(C) simple versus complex use of language. 

(D) barbaric versus civilized forms of communication. 

(E) presence and absence of books 

 

Q.15  The author refers to Plato in the first and second paragraphs. He brings the philosopher up 
primarily in order to: 

(A) provide an example of literate Greek philosophy. 

(B) suggest the possible disadvantages of writing. 

(C) illustrate common misconceptions about writing. 

(D) define the differences between writing and computer technology. 

(E) suggest possible benefits of writing 

 

Q.16  The passage is primarily concerned with: 

(A) criticising those who speak against ‘writing’ 

(B) emphasising the importance of writing 

(C) assert that writing and consciousness are independent of each other 

(D) documenting the negative effects of writing 

(E) discussing how writing has influenced human consciousness 
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PASSAGE 5 

Tracking seems to contradict the oft-stated assumption that “all kids can learn.” If certain students 

are better in certain subjects, they must be allowed to excel in those areas and not be relegated to 

an inferior class simply because they have been tracked in another subject in which they don‘t excel. 

The major obstacle to eliminate tracking seems to be scheduling, and tracking has become, in many 

ways, a means to alleviate difficulties faced by administrators in scheduling their student body for 

classes.  

Tracking has the ability to create divergent experiences, even in identical courses that are meant to 

be taught at the same level and speed. Administrators who support tracking generally assume that 

it promotes student achievement, citing that most students seem to learn best and develop the most 

confidence when they are grouped amongst classmates with similar capabilities. Yet, at least for the 

lower level tracks, this method of class assignment can encourage “dumbing down”, or teaching to 

the lowest common denominator of ability within a particular class, rather than accommodating 

differences and pushing all students equally hard.  

Tracking places different students in groups that are usually based on academic ability as 

demonstrated by their grades and as described in teacher reports. These tracks mean that a student 

will proceed through every school day with essentially the same group of peers, assigned to classes 

at a particular level of difficulty. Researcher R. Slavin notes that “students at various track levels 

experience school differently”, depending on their track assignments. There are differences, for 

example, in how fast a class progresses through material, how talkative and energetic the classroom 

is, even how stressed or relaxed the teacher appears.  

One of the major problems with tracking is that the level in which students are initially placed often 

determines not only where they remain throughout high school, but also the kinds of courses they 

are allowed to take. For example, schools that offer Advanced Placement (AP) courses often require 

that students take the honours-level version of the introductory course before enrolling in the AP 

course a year or two later. A student who is tracked into the “regular” introductory course, rather 

than the honours level, may not be able to take the AP course even after doing an exemplary job in 

the introductory course, simply because the honours course is offered a year earlier than the regular 

one—allowing honours – track students to complete enough other graduation requirements to have 

time for the AP course later on. And, even if the “regular” -track student could make it into the AP 

course, he or she would be at a disadvantage, because the introductory course couldn’t cover key 

concepts when the teacher was compelled to slow down the class for the less able students.  

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed 

 

Q.17  If it were found that students who were tracked did better overall on standardized tests than 
those who were not tracked, this would most likely weaken the author's argument that: 

(A) tracking has the ability to create a diversity of student experience in the classroom. 

(B) tracking encourages teaching to the lowest common denominator. 

(C) tracking allows administrators to overcome scheduling difficulties. 

(D) tracking allows students to learn best when grouped with similar ability classmates. 

(E) tracking should be banned in schools 

. 
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Q.18  According specifically to the points laid out by the author in the various paragraphs of the 
passage, the main idea of the passage is that: 

(A) tracking should not be used by schools to try and promote student achievement. 

(B) tracking may be detrimental to many students’ success in school. 

(C) teachers of tracked classes are often stressed and run their classes at a slow pace. 

(D) scheduling is a major problem for school administrators. 

(E) tracking could prove beneficial for all students in the long run 

 

Q.19  According to the arguments made in the passage, students may fall into a particular track 
because of all of the following conditions EXCEPT: 

(A) high grades. 

(B) learning difficulties. 

(C) honours-course enrolment. 

(D) how talkative and energetic they are. 

(E) they are extremely skilled at a particular subject 

 

Q.20  In spite of what points may be made in other parts of the passage, in paragraph 2, the author 
is primarily concerned with: 

(A) contrasting administrative views of tracking with his own views. 

(B) defining ―dumbing down‖ and its effect on students. 

(C) describing the diverse experiences students face when tracked. 

(D) conveying the importance of pushing all students equally hard. 

(E) listing down the benefits of tracking 

 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Drill 24  440 
 

Reading Comprehension Drill 24 – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 B 

Question 02 D 

Question 03 B 

Question 04 D 

Question 05 B 

Question 06 A 

Question 07 C 

Question 08 C 

Question 09 A 

Question 10 C 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 B 

Question 13 B 

Question 14 A 

Question 15 B 

Question 16 E 

Question 17 B 

Question 18 B 

Question 19 D 

Question 20 A 
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Reading Comprehension Assessment 2 
 
PASSAGE 1 

The term "Ice Age" may give a wrong impression. The epoch that geologists know as the Pleistocene 

and that spanned the 1.5 to 2.0 million years prior to the current geologic epoch was not one long 

continuous glaciation, but a period of oscillating climate with ice advances punctuated by times of 

interglacial climate not very different from the climate experienced now. Ice sheets that derived from 

an ice cap centered on northern Scandinavia reached southward to Central Europe. And beyond 

the margins of the ice sheets, climatic oscillations affected most of the rest of the world; for example, 

in the deserts, periods of wetter conditions (pluvials) contrasted with drier, interpluvial periods. 

Although the time involved is so short, about 0.04 percent of the total age of the Earth, the amount 

of attention devoted to the Pleistocene has been incredibly large, probably because of its 

immediacy, and because the epoch largely coincides   with the appearance on Earth of humans and 

their immediate ancestors. 

There is no reliable way of dating much of the Ice Age. Geological dates are usually obtained by 

using the rates of decay of various radioactive elements found in minerals. Some of these rates are 

suitable for very old rocks but involve increasing errors when used for young rocks; others are 

suitable for very young rocks and errors increase rapidly in older rocks. Most of the Ice Age spans 

a period of time for which no element has an appropriate decay rate. 

Nevertheless, researchers of the Pleistocene epoch have developed all sorts of more or less fanciful 

model schemes of how they would have arranged the Ice Age had they been in charge of events. 

For example, an early classification of Alpine glaciation suggested the existence there of four 

glaciations, named the Giinz, Mindel, Riss, and Wurm. This succession was based primarily on a 

series of deposits and events not directly related to glacial and interglacial periods, rather than on 

the more usual modern method of studying biological remains found in interglacial beds themselves 

interstratified within glacial deposits. Yet this succession was forced willy-nilly onto the glaciated 

parts of Northern Europe, where there are partial successions of true glacial ground moraines and 

interglacial deposits, with hopes of ultimately piecing them together to provide a complete 

Pleistocene succession. Eradication of the Alpine nomenclature is still proving a Herculean task. 

There is no conclusive evidence about the relative length. complexity, and temperatures of the 

various glacial and interglacial periods. We do not know whether we live in a postglacial period or 

an interglacial period. The chill truth seems to be that we are already past the optimum climate of 

postglacial time. Studies of certain fossil distributions and of the pollen of certain temperate plants 

suggest decreases of a degree or two in both summer and winter temperatures and, therefore, that 

we may be in the declining climatic phase leading to glaciation and extinction. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q1.  In the passage, the author is primarily concerned with 

 (A)  searching for an accurate method of dating the Pleistocene epoch 

 (B)  discussing problems involved in providing an accurate picture of the Pleistocene epoch 

 (C)  declaring opposition to the use of the term "Ice Age" for the Pleistocene epoch 

 (D)  criticizing fanciful schemes about what happened in the Pleistocene epoch 

 (E)  refuting the idea that there is no way to tell if we are now living in an Ice Age glaciation 
and extinction 

Q2.  The "wrong impression" to which the author refers is the idea that the 

 (A)  climate of the Pleistocene epoch was not very different from the climate we are now 
experiencing 

 (B)  climate of the Pleistocene epoch was composed of periods of violent storms 

 (C)  Pleistocene epoch consisted of very wet, cold periods mixed with very dry, hot periods 

 (D)  Pleistocene epoch comprised one period of continuous glaciation during which Northern 
Europe was covered with ice sheets 

 (E)  Pleistocene epoch had no long periods during which much of the Earth was covered by 
ice 

 

Q3.  Select the sentence in the passage that indicates that the early classification of Alpine 
glaciation was derived from evidence only tangentially related to times of actual glaciation. 

 

Q4.  In the context in which it appears, “epoch” can mean all of the following EXCEPT: 

 (A)  decade 

 (B)  aeon 

 (C)  stage 

 (D)  era 

 (E)  age 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q5.  It can be inferred from the passage that:  

 (A)  The early classification of Alpine glaciation should not have been applied as widely as 
it was. 

 (B)  An accurate chronology of events of the Pleistocene epoch could provide a clearer 
picture of the Earth during the time that humans developed. 

 (C)  A thorough analysis of the succession of the four glaciations can shed light on how the 
northern polar ice cap developed. 
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Q6.  The author refers to deserts primarily in order to 

 (A)  illustrate the idea that an interglacial climate is marked by oscillations of wet and dry 
periods 

 (B)  illustrate the idea that what happened in the deserts during the Ice Age had far-reaching 
effects even on the ice sheets of Central and Northern Europe 

 (C)  illustrate the idea that the effects of the Ice Age's climatic variations extended beyond 
the areas of ice 

 (D)  support the view that during the Ice Age sheets of ice covered some of the deserts of 
the world 

 (E)  support the view that we are probably living in a postglacial period 

 

Q7.  The author would regard the idea that we are living in an interglacial period as 

 (A)  unimportant 

 (B)  unscientific 

 (C)  self-evident 

 (D)  plausible 

 (E)  absurd 
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PASSAGE 2 

(This passage is from an article published in 1973) 

The recent change to all-volunteer armed forces in the United States will eventually produce a 

gradual increase in the proportion of women in the armed forces and in the variety of women's 

assignments, but probably not the dramatic gains for women that might have been expected. This 

is so even though the armed forces operate in an ethos of institutional change oriented toward 

occupational equality and under the federal sanction of equal pay for equal work. The difficulty is 

that women are unlikely to be trained for any direct combat operations. A significant portion of the 

larger society remain uncomfortable as yet with extending equality in this direction. Therefore, for 

women in the military, the search for equality will still be based on functional equivalence, not identity 

or even similarity of task. Opportunities seem certain to arise. The growing emphasis on deterrence 

is bound to offer increasing scope for women to become involved in novel types of noncombat 

military assignments. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
Q8.  The primary purpose of the passage is to 

 (A)  present an overview of the different types of assignments available to women in the new 
United States all-volunteer armed forces 

 (B)  present a reasoned prognosis of the status of women in the new United States all-
volunteer armed forces 

 (C)  present the new United States all-volunteer armed forces as a model case of equal 
employment policies in action 

 (D)  analyze reforms in the new United States all-volunteer armed forces necessitated by 
the increasing number of women in the military 

 (E)  analyze the use of functional equivalence as a substitute for occupational equality in the 
new United States all-volunteer armed forces 

 

Q9.  In the context in which it appears, “ethos” is likely to mean all of the following EXCEPT: 

 (A)  culture 

 (B)  beliefs 

 (C)  ideas 

 (D) laws 

 (E)  morals 

 

Q10.  According to the passage, despite the United States armed forces' commitment to 
occupational equality for women in the military, certain other factors preclude women's 

 (A)  receiving equal pay for equal work 

 (B)  having access to positions of responsibility at most levels 

 (C)  drawing assignments from a wider range of assignments than before 

 (D)  benefiting from opportunities arising from new noncombat functions 

 (E)  being assigned all of the military tasks that are assigned to men 
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Q11.  The "dramatic gains for women" and the attitude as described of a "significant portion of the 
larger society" are logically related to each other inasmuch as the author puts forward the 
latter as 

 (A)  a public response to achievement of the former 

 (B)  the major reason for absence of the former 

 (C)  a precondition for any prospect of achieving the former 

 (D)  a catalyst for a further extension of the former 

 (E)  a reason for some of the former being lost again 
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PASSAGE 3 

Simone de Beauvoir's work greatly influenced Betty Friedan's – indeed, made it possible. Why, then, 

was it then Friedan who became the prophet of women's emancipation in the United States? Political 

conditions, as well as a certain anti-intellectual bias, prepared the Americans and the American 

media to better receive Friedan's deradicalized and highly pragmatic The Feminine Mystique, 

published in 1963, than Beauvoir's theoretical reading of women's situation in The Second Sex. In 

1953, when The Second Sex first appeared in translation in the United States, the country had 

entered the silent, fearful fortress of the anticommunist McCarthy years (1950-1954), and Beauvoir 

was suspected of Marxist sympathies. Even The Nation, a generally liberal magazine, warned its 

readers against "certain political leanings" of the author. Open acknowledgement of the existence 

of women's oppression was too radical for the United States in the fifties, and Beauvoir's conclusion, 

that change in women's economic condition, though insufficient by itself, "remains the basic factor" 

in improving women's situation, was particularly unacceptable. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q12.  According to the passage, Beauvoir's book asserted that the status of women 

 (A)  is the outcome of political oppression 

 (B)  is inherently tied to their economic condition 

 (C)  can be best improved under a communist government 

 (D)  is a theoretical, rather than a pragmatic, issue 

 (E)  is a critical area of discussion in Marxist economic theory 

 

Q13.  The author quotes from The Nation most probably in order to 

 (A)  modify an earlier assertion 

 (B)  point out a possible exception to her argument 

 (C)  illustrate her central point 

 (D)  clarify the meaning of a term 

 (E)  cite an expert opinion 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

 

Q14.  It can be inferred from the passage that which of the following is a factor in the explanation 
of why The Feminine Mystique was received more positively in the United States than was 
The Second Sex? 

 (A)  By 1963, political conditions in the United States had changed. 

 (B)  Friedan's book was less intellectual and abstract than Beauvoir's. 

 (C)  Readers did not recognize the powerful influence of Beauvoir's book on Friedan's ideas. 

 

Q15.  Select the sentence from the passage that indicates that Friedan's book concentrates on the 
practical aspects of the question of women's emancipation. 
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PASSAGE 4 
 

The more that is discovered about the intricate organization of the nervous system, the more it 

seems remarkable that genes can successfully specify the development of that system. Human 

genes contain too little information even to specify which hemisphere of the brain each of a human's 

1011 neurons should occupy, let alone the hundreds of connections that each neuron makes. For 

such reasons, we can assume that there must be an important random factor in neural development, 

and in particular, that errors must and do occur in the development of all normal brains. 

The most vivid expression of such errors occurs in genetically identical (isogenic) organisms. Even 

when reared under the same conditions, isogenic organisms are rarely exact copies of one another, 

and their differences have revealed much about the random variations that result from an organism's 

limited supply of genetic information. In isogenic Daphniae, for example, even though the position, 

size, and branching pattern of each optic neuron are remarkably constant, there is some variability 

in connectivity, and the number of synapses varies greatly. This variability is probably the result of 

random scatter beyond the resolution of genetic control and is best termed "imprecision," since its 

converse, the degree of clustering about a mean, is conventionally called "precision." 

Imprecision should be distinguished from developmental mistakes: wrongly migrated neurons, 

incorrect connections, and the like. To use a computer analogy, minor rounding-off errors occur 

universally and are analogous to imprecision, but occasionally a binary digit is incorrectly 

transmitted, perhaps ruining a calculation, and this incorrect transmission is analogous to a 

developmental mistake. Thus, imprecision is a form of inaccuracy inherent within the limits of design, 

but mistakes are forms of gross fallibility. 

Both imprecision and gross fallibility can plausibly be blamed on the insufficiency of genetic 

information, since either could be reduced by adding more information. It is universally accepted 

among information theorists that codes and languages can be made mistake-resistant by 

incorporating redundancy. However, since the amount of space available in any information system 

is limited, increased redundancy results in decreased precision. For example, π when written 

incorrectly in English, "three point oen four two," can be understood correctly even though a 

typographical error has occurred. More precision could be gained, however; if those 24 spaces were 

filled with Arabic numerals; then π could be expressed to 23 significant digits, although any error 

would significantly change the meaning. There exists a trade-off; the more precisely a system is 

specified, using a given limited amount of information, the greater the danger of gross mistakes. The 

overall scheme by which genetic information is rationed out in organisms, therefore, must involve a 

compromise between two conflicting priorities: precision and the avoidance of gross mistakes. 

 
For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
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Q16.  Which of the following best expresses the main idea of the passage? 

 (A)  Although studies of isogenic organisms have shown that all organisms are subject to 
developmental variations, there is stilI scientific debate over the exact causes of these 
variations. 

 (B)  Because of limitations on the amount of information contained in the genes of 
organisms, developing nervous systems are subject to two basic kinds of error, the 
likelihood of one of which is reduced only when the likelihood of the other is increased. 

 (C)  The complexity of an organism's genetic information means that much of the unusual 
variation that occurs among organisms can best be explained as the result of 
developmental mistakes. 

 (D)  New findings about the nature of the genetic control of neural development support the 
work of; some scientists who argue that the computer is an extremely useful model for 
understanding the nervous system. 

 (E)  The major discovery made by scientists studying the genetic control of neural 
development is that both imprecision and gross developmental error can be traced to 
specific types of mutations in specific genes. 

 

Q17.  According to the passage, one of the reasons it has been assumed that there is an important 
random element in human neural development is that 

 (A)  genes cannot specify certain types of developmental processes as well as they can 
others 

 (B)  the intricacy of the nervous system allows small developmental errors to occur without 
harmful effects 

 (C).  the amount of information contained in the genes is less than the amount necessary to 
specify the location of the neurons 

 (D)  the number of neurons in the human brain varies greatly from individual to individual 

 (E)  it is theoretically impossible for an organism to protect itself completely from gross 
developmental mistakes  

 

Q18.  Select the sentence in the passage that exemplifies how imprecision and developmental 
mistake are widely different from each other. 

 

For question numbers 19 & 20, consider each of the choices separately and select all that 
apply. 

 

Q19.  Which of the following does the author use to clarify the distinction between imprecision and 
gross mistake in neural development? 

 (A)  a description of the relationship between the phenomena denoted by each term 

 (B)  specific examples of the phenomena denoted by each term 

 (C)  an explanation of at least one of the key terms involved 
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Q20.  Which of the following can be inferred from the passage about the genetic information of 
Daphniae? 

 (A)  There is probably some degree of redundancy in the information controlling neural 
development. 

 (B)  Most of the information for neural development stored in the genes is used to specify 
the positions of the optic neurons. 

 (C)  There is sufficient information to preclude the occurrence of gross mistakes during 
neural development. 

 

Q21.  Which of the following aspects of the optic neurons of isogenic Daphniae varies the most? 

 (A)  Size 

 (B)  Connectivity 

 (C)  Position 

 (D)  Branching pattern 

 (E)  Number of synapses 

 

Q22.  Which of the following best describes the organization of the first paragraph? 

 (A)  A specific case is presented, its details are analyzed, and a conclusion is drawn from it. 

 (B)  A discovery is announced, its most significant application is discussed, and possibilities 
for the future are suggested. 

 (C)  A generalization is made, specific situations in which it is applicable are noted, and 
problems with it are suggested. 

 (D)  An observation is made, specifics are provided to support it, and a generalization is 
derived. 

 (E)  A hypothesis is presented, its implications are clarified, and applications of it are 
discussed. 
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PASSAGE 5 

The social sciences are less likely than other intellectual enterprises to get credit for their 

accomplishments. Arguably, this is so because the theories and conceptual constructs of the social 

sciences are especially accessible: human intelligence apprehends truths about human affairs with 

particular facility. And the discoveries of the social sciences, once isolated and labeled, are quickly 

absorbed into conventional wisdom, whereupon they lose their distinctiveness as scientific 

advances. 

This under appreciation of the social sciences contrasts oddly with what many see as their 

overutilization. Game theory is pressed into service in studies of shifting international alliances. 

Evaluation research is called upon to demonstrate successes or failures of social programs. Models 

from economics and demography become the definitive tools for examining the financial base of 

social security. Yet this rush into practical applications is itself understandable: public policy must 

continually be made, and policymakers rightly feel that even tentative findings and apparent theories 

are better guides to decision-making than no findings and no theories at all. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 

Q23.  The author is primarily concerned with 

 (A)  advocating a more modest view, and less widespread utilization, of the social sciences 

 (B)  analyzing the mechanisms for translating discoveries into applications in the social 
sciences 

 (C)  dissolving the air of paradox inherent in human beings studying themselves 

 (D)  explaining a peculiar dilemma that the social sciences are in 

 (E)  maintaining a strict separation between pure and applied social science 

 

Q24.  In the context in which it appears, “apparent” most nearly means:  

 (A)  dubious 

 (B)  untested 

 (C)  verified 

 (D)  disabused 

 (E)  quasi-scientific 

 

For the following question, consider each of the choices separately and select all that apply. 

Q25.  It can be inferred from the passage that, when speaking of the "overutilization" of the social 
sciences, the author is referring to the 

 (A)  premature practical application of social science advances 

 (B)  practice of bringing a greater variety of social science disciplines to bear on a problem 
than the nature of the problem warrants 

 (C)  tendency on the part of social scientists to recast everyday truths in social science 
jargon 
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Q26.  The author confronts the claim that the social sciences are being overutilized with 

 (A)  proof that overextensions of social science results are self-correcting 

 (B)  evidence that some public policy is made without any recourse to social science findings 
or theories 

 (C)  a long list of social science applications that are perfectly appropriate and extremely 
fruitful 

 (D) the argument that overutilization is by and large the exception rather than the rule 

 (E)  the observation that this practice represents the lesser of two evils under existing 
circumstances 

  



      

GRE Reading Comprehension Assessment 2  452 
 

PASSAGE 6 
 

[This passage was excerpted from an article published in 1979.] 

Quantum mechanics is a highly successful theory: it supplies methods for accurately calculating the 

results of diverse experiments, especially with minute particles. The predictions of quantum 

mechanics, however, give only the probability of an event, not a deterministic statement of whether 

or not the event will occur. Because of this probabilism, Einstein remained strongly dissatisfied with 

the theory throughout his life, though he did not maintain that quantum mechanics is wrong. Rather, 

he held that it is incomplete: in quantum mechanics the motion of a particle must be described in 

terms of probabilities, he argued, only because some parameters that determine the motion have 

not been specified. If these hypothetical "hidden parameters” were known, a fully deterministic 

trajectory could be defined. Significantly, this hidden-parameter quantum theory leads to 

experimental predictions different from those of traditional quantum mechanics. Einstein's ideas 

have been tested by experiments performed since his death, and as most of these experiments 

support traditional quantum mechanics, Einstein's approach is almost certainly erroneous. 

For each of the following questions, select one answer choice unless otherwise instructed. 
 
Q27.  The author regards the idea that ‘traditional quantum mechanics is incomplete’ with 

 (A)  approval 

 (B)  surprise 

 (C)  indifference 

 (D)  apprehension 

 (E)  skepticism 
 
Q28.  It can be inferred from the passage that the author's conclusion that Einstein's approach is 

"almost certainly erroneous" might have to be modified because 

 (A)  it is theoretically possible to generate plausible theories with hidden parameters within 
them 

 (B)  some experimental tests of Einstein's theory do not disconfirm the hidden-parameter 
theory of quantum mechanics 

 (C)  it is possible for a theory to have hidden parameters and yet be probabilistic 

 (D)  traditional quantum mechanics has not yet been used to analyze all of the phenomena 
to which it could be applied 

 (E)  there are too many possible hidden parameters to develop meaningful tests of hidden-
parameter theories 

 
Q29.  According to the passage, Einstein posed objections to the 

 (A)  existence of hidden parameters in quantum theory 

 (B) probabilistic nature of quantum mechanics 

 (C)  idea that quantum mechanics is incomplete 

 (D)  results of experiments testing quantum theory 

 (E)  importance accorded quantum mechanics in physics 
 

Q30.  Select the sentence in the passage that suggests why a deterministic description of the 
motion of a particle is not considered possible. 
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Reading Comprehension Assessment 2 – Answer Key 
 

 

Passage 1 Answer  Passage 4 Answer 

Q.1 B 
 

Q.16 B 

Q.2 D 
 

Q.17 C 

Q.3 This succession was based 
primarily on a series of 
deposits and events not 

directly related to glacial and 
interglacial periods…. 

 Q.18 … minor rounding-off errors -- 
analogous to imprecision … 

incorrect transmission is 
analogous to a 

developmental mistake. 

Q.4 A 
 

Q.19 A, B, C 

Q.5 A, B 
 

Q.20 Only A 

Q.6 C 
 

Q.21 E 

Q.7 D 
 

Q.22 D 

     

Passage 2 Answer  Passage 5 Answer 

Q.8 B 
 

Q.23 D 

Q.9 D 
 

Q.24 B 

Q.10 E 
 

Q.25 Only A 

Q.11 B 
 

Q.26 E 

     

Passage 3 Answer  Passage 6 Answer 

Q.12 B 
 

Q.27 E 

Q.13 C 
 

Q.28 B 

Q.14 A, B 
 

Q.29 B 

Q.15 … better receive Friedan's 
deradicalized and highly 

pragmatic -- than Beauvoir's 
theoretical reading of 

women's situation. 

 Q.30 Einstein's ideas have been 
tested by experiments 

performed since his death… 
Einstein's approach is almost 

certainly erroneous. 
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Critical Reasoning Drill 1 
 

Q.01  Codex Berinensis, a Florentine copy of an ancient Roman medical treatise, is undated but 
contains clues to when it was produced. Its first 80 pages are by a single copyist, but the 
remaining 20 pages are by three different copyists, which indicates some significant 
disruption. Since a letter in handwriting identified as that of the fourth copyist mentions a 
plague that killed many people in Florence in 1148, Codex Berinensis was probably produced 
in that year. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the hypothesis that Codex 
Berinensis was produced in 1148? 

(A) Other than Codex Berinensis, there are no known samples of the handwriting of the first 
three copyists. 

(B) According to the account by the fourth copyist, the plague went on for 10 months. 

(C) A scribe would be able to copy a page of text the size and style of Codex Berinensis in a 
day. 

(D) There was only one outbreak of plague in Florence in the 1100s. 

(E) The number of pages of Codex Berinensis produced by a single scribe becomes smaller 
with each successive change of copyist. 

 

Q.02 Insect infestations in certain cotton-growing regions of the world have caused dramatic 
increases in the price of cotton on the world market. By contrast, the price of soybeans has 
long remained stable. Knowing that cotton plants mature quickly, many soybean growers in 
Ortovia plan to cease growing soybeans and begin raising cotton instead, thereby taking 
advantage of the high price of cotton to increase their income significantly, at least over the 
next several years. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously weakens the plan’s chances for 
success? 

(A) The cost of raising soybeans has increased significantly over the past several years and 
is expected to continue to climb. 

(B) Tests of a newly developed, inexpensive pesticide have shown it to be both 
environmentally safe and effective against the insects that have infested cotton crops. 

(C) In the past several years, there has been no sharp increase in the demand for cotton and 
for goods made out of cotton. 

(D) Few consumers would be willing to pay significantly higher prices for cotton goods than 
they are now paying. 

(E) The species of insect that has infested cotton plants has never been known to attack 

soybean plants. 
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Q.03 Samples from a ceramic vase found at a tomb in Sicily prove that the vase was manufactured 
in Greece. Since the occupant of the tomb died during the reign of a Sicilian ruler who lived 
2,700 years ago, the location of the vase indicates that there was trade between Sicily and 
Greece 2,700 years ago. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 

(A) Sicilian potters who lived during the reign of the ruler did not produce work of the same 
level of quality as did Greek potters. 

(B) Sicilian clay that was used in the manufacture of pottery during the ruler's reign bore little 
resemblance to Greek clay used to manufacture pottery at that time. 

(C) At the time that the occupant of the tomb was alive, there were ships capable of 
transporting large quantities of manufactured goods between Sicily and Greece. 

(D) The vase that was found at the Sicilian tomb was not placed there many generations later 
by descendants of the occupant of the tomb. 

(E) The occupant of the tomb was not a member of the royal family to which the Sicilian ruler 
belonged. 

 

Q.04 A famous singer recently won a lawsuit against an advertising firm for using another singer 
in a commercial to evoke the famous singer's well-known rendition of a certain song. As a 
result of the lawsuit, advertising firms will stop using imitators in commercials. Therefore, 
advertising costs will rise since famous singers' services cost more than those of their 
imitators. 
The conclusion above is based on which of the following assumptions? 

(A) Most people are unable to distinguish a famous singer rendition of a song from a good 
imitator's rendition of the same song. 

(B) Commercials using famous singers are usually more effective than commercials using 
imitators of famous singers. 

(C) The original versions of some well-known songs are unavailable for use in commercials. 

(D) Advertising firms will continue to use imitators to mimic the physical mannerisms of 
famous singers. 

(E) The advertising industry will use well-known renditions of songs in commercials. 

 

Q.05 Which of the following is the most logical completion of the passage below? 

It has been suggested that long-term prisoners, on release from jail, be given a reasonable 
state pension to reduce the likelihood of their resorting to crime. Most people instinctively 
reject the suggestion as they feel it would be like rewarding criminal activity. The supporters 
of the prisoners' pension scheme have criticized those who reject this possibility, by claiming 
that for the critics __________________________________. 

(A) emotion is more important than justice 

(B) punishment for criminals is more important than crime prevention 

(C) crime prevention is not an important issue 

(D) money has too high a value 

(E) the law should not be concerned with what happens after jail 
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Q.06 Most scientists agree that new lines of interdisciplinary research are the need of the hour. 

Even government committees on science have stressed the need for more interdisciplinary 

projects. Yet, of ten proposals for new interdisciplinary projects last year, only one was 

successfully funded. Some have suggested that this means that as yet researchers are not 

coming up with sufficiently persuasive projects, or that their proposals are not of high enough 

quality, or even that the reputations of these researchers is not high enough. However, the 

real reason probably lies in the way funding is organized. Funding is still allocated 

according to the old categories and there are no funds specifically for research that 

overlaps different subject areas. 

The two parts in boldface are related to each other in which of the following ways? 

(A) The first is a finding that the author finds unacceptable; the second is the author’s own 
position 

(B) The first is a finding that the author attempts to account for; the second is a finding that 

contradicts the author’s main conclusion. 

(C) The first is a fact that the author attempts to account for. The second is data that explicitly 

supports the author’s main conclusion. 

(D) The first is a position that the author opposes; the second is the author’s main position. 

(E) The first is a situation that the author finds paradoxical; the second is an assumption that 
the author uses to reinforce the paradox. 

 

Q.07 That the application of new technology can increase the productivity of existing coal mines is 
demonstrated by the case of Tribnia's coal industry. Coal output per miner in Tribnia is double 
what it was five years ago, even though no new mines have opened. 

Which of the following can be properly concluded from the statement about coal 
output per miner in the passage? 

(A) If the number of miners working in Tribnian coal mines has remained constant in the past 
five years, Tribnia's total coal production has doubled in that period of time. 

(B) Any individual Tribnian coal mine that achieved an increase in overall output in the past 
five years has also experienced an increase in output per miner. 

(C) If any new coal mines had opened in Tribnia in the past five years, then the increase in 
output per miner would have been even greater than it actually was. 

(D) If any individual Tribnian coal mine has not increased its output per miner in the past five 
years, then that mine's overall output has declined or remained constant. 

(E) In Tribnia the cost of producing a given quantity of coal has declined over the past five 
years. 
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Q.08 People with a certain eye disorder are virtually unable to see in moderately bright light, which 
seems to them unbearably intense, since the cells of their retinas are overwhelmed by 
moderately bright light. These people do, however, show normal sensitivity to most 
components of dim light. Their retinal cells are also not excessively sensitive to red 
components of moderately bright light. 

The information above best supports which of the following hypotheses about people 
with the disorder described, if they have no other serious visual problems? 

(A) In all moderately dim light in which people without the disorder can read large print, people 
with the disorder cannot read such print. 

(B) In an otherwise darkened concert hall, these people will see a dimly illuminated red exit 
sign more clearly than small dim white lights that mark the aisles. 

(C) These people typically see more acutely at night and in dim light than do most people 
who do not have the disorder. 

(D) Eyeglasses that are transparent to red components of light but filter out other components 
of light help these people see in moderately bright light. 

(E) These people perceive colors other than red in the same way as do most people who do 
not have the disorder. 

 

Q.09 According to a review of 61 studies of patients suffering from severely debilitating depression, 
a large majority of the patients reported that missing a night's sleep immediately lifted their 
depression. Yet sleep deprivation is not used to treat depression even though the 
conventional treatments, which use drugs and electric shocks, often have serious side 
effects. 

Which of the following, if true, best explains the fact that sleep deprivation is not used 
as a treatment for depression? 

(A) For a small percentage of depressed patients, missing a night's sleep induces a 
temporary sense of euphoria. 

(B) Keeping depressed patients awake is more difficult than keeping awake people who are 
not depressed. 

(C) Prolonged loss of sleep can lead to temporary impairment of judgement comparable to 
that induced by consuming several ounces of alcohol. 

(D) The dramatic shifts in mood connected with sleep and wakefulness have not been traced 
to particular changes in brain chemistry. 

(E) Depression returns in full force as soon as the patient sleeps for even a few minutes. 

 

Q.10 Astronomer: Observations of the Shoemaker-Levi comet on its collision course with Jupiter 
showed that the comet broke into fragments before entering Jupiter's atmosphere in 1994, 
but they did not show how big those fragments were. In hopes of gaining some indication of 
the fragments' size, astronomers studied spectrographic analyses of Jupiter's outer 
atmosphere. These analyses revealed unprecedented traces of sulphur after the fragments' 
entry. The fragments themselves almost certainly contained no sulphur, but many 
astronomers believe that the cloud layer below Jupiter's outer atmosphere does contain 
sulphur. Since sulphur would have seeped into the outer atmosphere if comet fragments 
had penetrated this cloud layer, it is likely that some of the fragments were at least large 
enough to have passed through Jupiter's outer atmosphere without being burned up. 

In the astronomer's argument, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 



      

GRE Critical Reasoning Drill 1  458 
 

(A) The first presents a circumstance for which the astronomer offers an explanation; the 
second is part of that explanation. 

(B) The first acknowledges a consideration that weighs against the conclusion of the 
argument; the second is that conclusion. 

(C) The first acknowledges a consideration that weighs against the conclusion of the 
argument; the second provides evidence in support of that conclusion. 

(D) The first provides evidence in support of the conclusion of the argument; the second 
acknowledges a consideration that weighs against that conclusion. 

(E) The first is a judgment advanced in support of the conclusion of the argument; the 
second is that conclusion. 

 

Q.11 Escalating worldwide demand for corn has led to a sharp increase in the market price of corn, 
and corn prices are likely to remain high. Corn is extensive used as feed for livestock, and 
because profit margins are tight in the livestock business, many farmers are expected to 
leave the business. With fewer suppliers, meat prices will surely rise. Nonetheless, observers 
expect an immediate short-term decrease in meat prices. 

Which of the following, if true, most helps to justify the observers’ expectation? 

(A) The increase in corn prices is due more to a decline in the supply of corn than to a growth 
in demand for it. 

(B) Generally, farmers who are squeezed out of the livestock business send their livestock to 
market much earlier than they otherwise would. 

(C) Some people who ate meat regularly in the past are converting to diets that include little 
or no meat. 

(D) As meat prices rise, the number of livestock producers is likely to rise again. 

(E) Livestock producers who stay in the business will start using feed other than corn more 
extensively than they did in the past. 

 

Q.12 Budget constraints have made police officials consider reassigning a considerable number of 
officers from traffic enforcement to work on higher-priority, serious crimes. Reducing traffic 
enforcement for this reason would be counterproductive, however, in light of the tendency of 
criminals to use cars when engaged in the commission of serious crimes. An officer stopping 
a car for a traffic violation can make a search that turns up evidence of serious crime. 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument given? 

(A) An officer who stops a car containing evidence of the commission of a serious crime risks 
a violent confrontation, even if the vehicle was stopped only for a traffic violation. 

(B) When the public becomes aware that traffic enforcement has lessened, it typically 
becomes lax in obeying traffic rules. 

(C) Those willing to break the law to commit serious crimes are often in committing such 
crimes unwilling to observe what they regard as the lesser constraints of traffic law. 

(D) The offenders committing serious crimes who would be caught because of traffic 
violations are not the same group of individuals as those who would be caught if the arresting 
officers were reassigned from traffic enforcement. 

(E) The great majority of persons who are stopped by officers for traffic violations are not 
guilty of any serious crimes. 
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Q.13 One variety of partially biodegradable plastic beverage container is manufactured from small 
bits of plastic bound together by a degradable bonding agent such as corn starch. Since only 
the bonding agent degrades, leaving the small bits of plastic, no less plastic refuse per 
container is produced when such containers are discarded than when comparable 
nonbiodegradable containers are discarded. 

Which of the following, if true, most strengthens the argument above? 

(A) Both partially biodegradable and nonbiodegradable plastic beverage containers can be 
crushed completely flat by refuse compactors. 

(B) Many consumers are ecology-minded and prefer to buy a product sold in the partially 
biodegradable plastic beverage containers rather than in nonbiodegradable containers, even 
if the price is higher. 

(C) The partially biodegradable plastic beverage containers are made with more plastic than 
comparable nonbiodegradable ones in order to compensate for the weakening effect of the 
bonding agents. 

(D) The manufacturing process for the partially biodegradable plastic beverage containers 
results in less plastic waste than the manufacturing process for nonbiodegradable plastic 
beverage containers. 

(E) Technological problems with recycling currently prevent the reuse as food or beverage 
containers of the plastic from either type of plastic beverage container. 

 

Q.14 Urban air contains more sulphur dioxide than does rural air, and plants in cities typically grow 
more slowly than do plants in rural areas. In an experiment to see how much of the difference 
in growth is due to sulphur dioxide, classes in an urban and a rural school grew plants in 
greenhouse at their schools and filtered the greenhouse air to eliminate sulphur dioxide. 
Plants in the urban greenhouse grew more slowly than those in the rural greenhouse. 

Which of the following, if true, would it be most important to take into account in 
evaluating the result? 

(A) The urban school was located in a part of the city in which levels of sulphur dioxide in the 
air were usually far lower than is typical for urban areas. 

(B) Heavy vehicular traffic such as is found in cities constantly deposits grime on greenhouse 
windows, reducing the amount of light that reaches the plants inside. 

(C) The urban class conducting the experiment was larger than the rural class conducting the 
experiment. 

(D) At both schools, the plants in the greenhouses grew much more quickly than did plants 
planted outdoors in plots near the greenhouse.  

(E) Because of the higher levels of sulphur dioxide in the air at the urban school, the air filters 
for the urban school’s greenhouse were changed more frequently than were those at the rural 
school. 
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Q.15 Since it has become known that several of a bank's top executives have been buying 

shares in their own bank, the bank's depositors, who had been worried by rumors that the 

bank faced impending financial collapse, have been greatly relieved. They reason that, since 

top executives evidently have faith in the bank's financial soundness, those worrisome rumors 

must be false. Such reasoning might well be overoptimistic, however, since corporate 

executives have been known to buy shares in their own company in a calculated 

attempt to dispel negative rumors about the company's health. 

In the argument given, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles? 

(A) The first describes evidence that has been taken as supporting a conclusion; the second 
gives a reason for questioning that support. 

(B) The first describes evidence that has been taken as supporting a conclusion; the second 
states a contrary conclusion that is the main conclusion of the argument. 

(C) The first provides evidence in support of the main conclusion of the argument; the second 
states that conclusion. 

(D) The first describes the circumstance that the argument as a whole seeks to explain; the 
second gives the explanation that the argument seeks to establish. 

(E) The first describes the circumstance that the argument as a whole seeks to explain; the 
second provides evidence in support of the explanation that the argument seeks to establish. 

 

Q.16 Capuchin monkeys in Venezuela often rub a certain type of millipede into their fur. Secretions 
of these millipedes have been shown to contain two chemicals that are potent mosquito 
repellents, and mosquitoes carry parasites that debilitate the capuchins. The rubbing 
behaviour is rare except during the rainy season, when mosquito populations are at their 
peak. Therefore, monkeys probably rub millipedes into their fur only because doing so helps 
protect them against mosquitoes. 

Which of the following would be most useful to determine in order to evaluate the 
argument? 
(A) Whether the two chemicals provide any protection for millipedes against their own 
predators 

(B) Whether the type of millipede used by the capuchin monkeys in Venezuela is found in 
other parts of the world 

(C) Whether animals other than capuchins rub insects of any kind into their fur 

(D) Whether the only time millipedes are readily available to capuchins is during rainy season 

(E) Whether secretions of any other insects accessible to capuchins contain chemicals that 
repel the mosquitoes 

 

Q.17 Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 

The attribution of the choral work Lacrimae to the composer Pescard (1400 – 1474) has been 
regarded as tentative, since it was based on a single treatise from the early 1500’s that named 
Pescard as the composer. Recently, several musical treatises from the late 1500’s have 
come to light, all of which name Pescard as the composer of Lacrimae. Unfortunately, these 
newly discovered treatises lend no support to the attribution of Lacrimae to Pescard, since 
___________________. 

 



      

GRE Critical Reasoning Drill 1  461 
 

(A) the treatise from the early 1500’s misidentifies the composers of some of the musical 
works it considers 

(B) the author of the treatise from the early 1500’s had no very strong evidence on which to 
base the identification of Pescard as the composer of Lacrimae 

(C) there are works that can conclusively be attributed to Pescard that are not even 
mentioned in the treatise from the early 1500’s 

(D) no known treatises from the 1600’s identify Pescard as the composer of Lacrimae.  

(E) the later treatises probably had no source for their attribution other than the earlier treatise  

 

Q.18 Excavation of the ancient city of Kourion on the island of Cyprus revealed a pattern of debris 
and collapsed buildings typical of towns devastated by earthquakes. Archaeologists have 
hypothesized that the destruction was due to a major earthquake known to have occurred 
near the island in A.D. 365. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the archaeologists' hypothesis? 

(A) Bronze ceremonial drinking vessels that are often found in graves dating from years 
preceding and following A.D. 365 were also found in several graves near Kourion. 

(B) No coins minted after A.D. 365 were found in Kourion, but coins minted before that year 
were found in abundance. 

(C) Most modern histories of Cyprus mention that an earthquake occurred near the island in 
A.D. 365. 

(D) Several small statues carved in styles current in Cyprus in the century between A.D. 300 
and 400 were found in Kourion. 

(E) Stone inscriptions in a form of the Greek alphabet that was definitely used in Cyprus after 
A.D. 365 were found in Kourion. 

 

Q.19 Mayor: In each of the past five years, the city has cut school funding and each time school 
officials complained that the cuts would force them to reduce expenditures for essential 
services. But each time, only expenditures for nonessential services were actually reduced. 
So, school officials can implement further cuts without reducing any expenditures for 
essential services. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the mayor’s conclusion? 

(A) The city’s schools have always provided essential services as efficiently as they have 
provided nonessential services. 

(B) Price estimates quoted to the city’s schools for the provision of nonessential services 
have not increased substantially since the most recent school funding cut. 

(C) Sufficient funds are currently available to allow the city’s schools to provide some 
nonessential services. 

(D) Few influential city administrators support the funding of costly nonessential services in 
the city’s schools. 

(E) The city’s school officials rarely exaggerate the potential impact of threatened funding 
cuts. 
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Q.20 The number of applications for teaching positions in Newtown’s public schools was 5.7 
percent lower in 1993 than in 1985 and 5.9 percent lower in 1994 than in 1985. Despite a 
steadily growing student population and an increasing number of teacher resignations, 
however, Newtown did not face a teacher shortage in the late 1990’s. 

Which of the following, if true, would contribute most to an explanation of the apparent 
discrepancy above? 

(A) In 1993 Newtown’s public schools received 40 percent more applications for teaching 
positions than there were positions available. 

(B) New housing developments planned for Newtown are slated for occupancy in 1997 and 
are expected to increase the number of elementary school students in Newtown’s public 
schools by 12 percent. 

(C) The Newtown school board does not contemplate increasing the ratio of students to 
teachers in the 1990’s. 

(D) Teachers’ colleges in and near Newtown produced fewer graduates in 1994 than in 1993. 

(E) Many of Newtown’s public-school students do not graduate from high school. 
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Critical Reasoning Drill 2 
 

Q.01  Recent research has indicated that married people are not only happier than unmarried 
people, but also healthier. This study has been widely reported by the media, with most 
commentators concluding that being married is good for one’s health and attitude. 
The conclusion of the media commentators depends on which of the following 
assumptions? 
(A) The longer people are married, the happier and healthier they become. 

(B) Married couples who had a large, extravagant wedding are happier than those who had  

a small, simple ceremony 

(C) Married people cannot get depressed. 

(D) Single people with depression or health problems are just as likely to get married as are 
other single people. 

(E) Some marriages are more harmonious than others. 

Q.02 Frobisher, a sixteenth-century English explorer, had soil samples from Canada’s Kodlunarn 
Island examined for gold content. Because high gold content was reported, Elizabeth I funded 
two mining expeditions. Neither expedition found any gold there. Modern analysis of the 
island’s soil indicates a very low gold content. Thus, the methods used to determine the gold 
content of Frobisher’s samples must have been inaccurate. 

Which of the following is an assumption on which the argument depends? 

(A) The gold content of the soil on Kodlunarn Island is much lower today than it was in the 
sixteenth century. 

(B) The two mining expeditions funded by Elizabeth I did not mine the same part of Kodlunarn 
Island. 

(C) The methods used to assess gold content of the soil samples provided by Frobisher were 
different from those generally used in the sixteenth century. 

(D) Frobisher did not have soil samples from any other Canadian island examined for gold 
content. 

(E) Gold was not added to the soil samples collected by Frobisher before the samples were 
examined. 

  



      

GRE Critical Reasoning Drill 2  465 
 

Q.03 Fact 1: Television advertising is becoming less effective: the proportion of brand names 
promoted on television that viewers of the advertising can recall is slowly decreasing. 

Fact 2: Television viewers recall commercials aired first or last in a cluster of consecutive 
commercials far better than they recall commercials aired somewhere in the middle. 

Fact 2 would be most likely to contribute to an explanation of Fact 1 if which of the 
following were also true? 

(A) The average television viewer currently recalls fewer than half the brand names promoted 
in commercials he or she saw. 

(B) The total time allotted to the average cluster of consecutive television commercials is 
decreasing. 

(C) The average number of hours per day that people spend watching television is 
decreasing. 

(D) The average number of clusters of consecutive commercials per hour of television is 
increasing. 

(E) The average number of television commercials in a cluster of consecutive commercials 
is increasing. 

 

Q.04 A diet high in saturated fats increases a person's risk of developing heart disease. Regular 
consumption of red wine reduces that risk. Per-capita consumption of saturated fats is 
currently about the same in France as in the United States, but there is less heart disease 
there than in the United States because consumption of red wine is higher in France. The 
difference in regular red-wine consumption has been narrowing, but no similar convergence 
in heart-disease rates has occurred. 

Which of the following, if true, most helps to account for the lack of convergence noted 
above? 

(A) Regular consumption of red wine is declining dramatically among young adults in France, 
and heart disease typically does not manifest itself until middle age. 

(B) Over the past 30 years, per-capita consumption of saturated fats has remained essentially 
unchanged in the United States but has increased somewhat in France. 

(C) Reports of the health benefits of red wine have led many people in the United States to 
drink red wine regularly. 

(D) Cigarette smoking, which can also contribute to heart disease, is only slightly more 
common in France than in the United States. 

(E) Consumption of saturated fats is related more strongly to the growth of fatty deposits on 
artery walls, which reduce blood flow to the heart, than it is to heart disease directly. 
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Q.05 The quality of unrefined olive oil is not actually defined in terms of acidity, yet extensive tests 
have shown that the less free oleic acid an unrefined olive oil contains per liter, the higher its 
quality. The proportion of free oleic acid that an olive oil contains is an accurate measure of 
the oil’s acidity. 

If the statements above are all true, which of the following conclusions is best 
supported by them? 

(A) When an olive oil is refined, the concentration of oleic acid in the oil is reduced. 

(B) The quality of an unrefined olive oil can be determined only by accurately measuring its 
acidity. 

(C) If an unrefined olive oil is intermediate in acidity between two other unrefined olive oils, it 
will also be intermediate between them in quality. 

(D) Free oleic acid is the only acid that unrefined olive oil contains. 

(E) People who judge the quality of unrefined olive oils actually judge those oils by their 
acidity, which the judges can taste. 

Q.06 Tiger sharks are common in the waters surrounding Tenare Island. Usually, tiger sharks feed 
on smaller sharks, but sometimes they have attacked tourists swimming and surfing at 
Tenare's beaches. This has hurt Tenare's tourism industry, which is second only to fishing 
industry in annual revenues. To help the economy, therefore, the mayor of the island has 
proposed an ongoing program to kill any tiger sharks within a mile of the beaches. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly calls into question the likelihood that 
implementation of the mayor's proposal will have the desired consequence? 

(A) Even if not all the tiger sharks that come close to the beaches are killed, the existence of 
the program would reassure tourists. 

(B) Business owners who depend on tourism are willing to pay most of the cost of 
implementing the program. 

(C) Tourists come to Tenare Island for its beaches, even though the island features a number 
of other tourist attractions. 

(D) The small sharks on which tiger sharks prey feed on fish that are commercially important 
to the island's fisheries. 

(E) Not all tourists who come to Tenare Island enjoy swimming or surfing. 

Q.07 High school students who feel that they are not succeeding in school often drop out before 
graduating and go to work. Last year, however, the city’s high school dropout rate was 
significantly lower than the previous year’s rate. This is encouraging evidence that the 
program instituted two years ago to improve the morale of high school students has begun 
to take effect to reduce dropouts. 

Which one of the following, if true about the last year, most weakens the argument? 

(A) There was a recession that caused a high level or unemployment in the city. 

(B) The morale of students who dropped out of high school had been low even before they 
reached high school. 

(C) As in the last year, more high school students remained in school than dropped out. 

(D) High schools in the city established placement offices to assist their graduates in obtaining 
employment. 

(E) The anti-dropout program was primarily aimed at improving students’ morale in those high 
schools with the highest dropout rates. 
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Q.08 In order to raise revenue, the federal government planned a tax amnesty program that allows 
tax delinquents to pay all owed tax without added financial penalty. However, economists 
projected that the federal government would collect a far lower percentage of total tax owed 
by delinquents than did state governments implementing similar programs. 

Which of the following, if true, would most contribute to an explanation of the 
economists’ projections? 

(A) Tax amnesty programs are only successful if they are widely publicized. 

(B) Most people who honestly pay state tax are equally honest in paying their federal tax. 

(C) Although federal tax delinquents usually must pay high financial penalties, the states 
require far lower financial penalties. 

(D) The state tax rate varies considerably from state to state, but the federal tax is levied 
according to laws which apply to citizens of all the states. 

(E) Unlike most federal tax delinquents, most state tax delinquents fail to pay state tax 
because of an oversight rather than a decision not to pay. 

Q.09 Springfield Fire Commissioner: The vast majority of false fire alarms are prank calls made 
anonymously from fire alarm boxes on street corners. Since virtually everyone has access to 
a private telephone, these alarm boxes have outlived their usefulness. Therefore, we propose 
to remove the boxes. Removing the boxes will reduce the number of prank calls without 
hampering people's ability to report a fire. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the claim that the proposal, if 
carried out, will have the announced effect? 

(A) The fire department traces all alarm calls made from private telephones and records 
where they came from. 

(B) Maintaining the fire alarm boxes costs Springfield approximately five million dollars 
annually. 

(C) A telephone call can provide the fire department with more information about the nature 
and size of a fire than can an alarm placed from an alarm box. 

(D) Responding to false alarms significantly reduces the fire department's capacity for 
responding to fires. 

(E) On any given day, a significant percentage of the public telephones in Springfield are out 
of service. 

Q.10 Rye sown in the fall and ploughed into the soil in early spring leaves a residue that is highly 
effective at controlling broad-leaved weeds, but unfortunately for only about forty-five days. 
No major agricultural crop matures from seed in as little as forty-five days. Synthetic 
herbicides, on the other hand, although not any longer lasting, can be reapplied as the crop 
grows. Clearly, therefore, for major agricultural crops, ploughing rye into the soil can play no 
part in effective weed control. 

The argument is most vulnerable to the objection that it fails to 

(A) consider that there might be minor, quick-growing crops that mature in 45 days or less 

(B) identify any alternative method of weed control that could be used instead of the method 
it rejects 

(C) allow for the possibility of combining the two weed-control methods it mentions 

(D) distinguish among the various kinds of synthetic herbicides 

(E) allow for the possibility that plants other than rye, handled the same way, might have the 
same effect 
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Q.11 Absenteeism among employees has decreased steadily over the past several years. Two 
possible explanations have been offered. First, improved health insurance has allowed 
employees to maintain better health. Second, improved working conditions have improved 
morale, leading to less desire to avoid work. However, since absenteeism has also decreased 
at companies with poor or no health insurance and poor working conditions, one must 
conclude that the cause of the decrease is the increased tendency of employers to deduct 
missed days from employees’ paychecks. 

Which of the following indicates a flaw in the reasoning above? 

(A) Employees who lack health insurance often have low morale. 

(B) Improved health care, improved working conditions, and fear of losing money are not the 
only possible explanations for decreased absenteeism. 

(C) Most employees are not honest about the reasons that they miss work. 

(D) The definition of absenteeism is not clear. 

(E) Companies with poor working conditions are most likely to deduct pay for missed work 
days. 

Q.12 Although exposure to asbestos is the primary cause of mesothelioma, a slow-developing 
cancer, researchers believe that infection by the SV40 virus is a contributing cause, since in 
the United States 60 percent of tissue samples from mesotheliomas, but none from healthy 
tissue, contain SV40. SV40 is a monkey virus; however, in 1960 some polio vaccine was 
contaminated with the virus. Researchers hypothesize that this vaccine was the source of the 
virus found in mesotheliomas decades later. 

Which of the following, if true, most strongly supports the researchers' hypothesis? 

(A) SV40 is widely used as a research tool in cancer laboratories. 

(B) Changes in the technique used in manufacturing the vaccine prevent contamination with 
SV40. 

(C) Recently discovered samples of the vaccine dating from 1960 still shows traces of the 
virus. 

(D) In a small percentage of cases of mesothelioma, there is no history of exposure to 
asbestos. 

(E) In Finland, where the polio vaccine was never contaminated, samples from 
mesotheliomas do not contain SV40. 

  



      

GRE Critical Reasoning Drill 2  469 
 

Q.13 Jennifer: Video rental outlets in Centerville together handled 10,000 fewer video rentals in 
1994 than in 1993. The decline in rentals was probably due almost entirely to the February 
1994 opening of Videorama, the first and only video rental outlet in the area that, in addition 
to renting videos, also sold them cheaply. 

Brad: There must be another explanation: as you yourself said, the decline was on the order 
of 10,000 rentals. Yet Videorama sold only 4,000 videos in 1994. 

Which of the following, if true, would most seriously weaken the force of the objection 
that Brad presents to Jennifer's explanation? 

(A) In 1994 Videorama rented out more videos than it sold. 

(B) In 1994 two new outlets that rent but that do not sell videos opened in Centerville. 

(C) Most of the video rental outlets in Centerville rent videos at a discount on certain nights 
of the week. 

(D) People who own videos frequently loan them to their friends. 

(E) People often buy videos of movies that they have previously seen in a theater. 

Q.14 Fish currently costs about the same at seafood stores throughout Eastville and its 
surrounding suburbs. Seafood stores buy fish from the same wholesalers and at the same 
prices, and other business expenses have also been about the same. But new tax breaks 
will substantially lower the cost of doing business within the city. Therefore, in the future, profit 
margins will be higher at seafood stores within the city than at suburban seafood stores. 

For the purposes of evaluating the argument, it would be most useful to know whether 

(A) Seafood stores within the city will in the future set prices that are lower than those at 
suburban seafood stores  

(B) Any people who currently own seafood stores in the suburbs surrounding Eastville will 
relocate their businesses nearer to the city 

(C) The wholesale price of fish is likely to fall in the future 

(D) Fish has always cost about the same at seafood stores throughout Eastville and its 
surrounding suburbs 

(E) More fish wholesalers are located within the city than in the surrounding suburbs 

Q.15 The growing popularity of computer-based activities was widely expected to result in a decline 
in television viewing, since it had been assumed that people lack sufficient free time to 
maintain current television-viewing levels while spending increasing amounts of free time on 
the computer. That assumption, however, is evidently false: in a recent mail survey 
concerning media use, a very large majority of respondents who report increasing time spent 
per week using computers report no change in time spent watching television. 

Which of the following would it be most useful to determine in order to evaluate the 
argument? 

(A) Whether a large majority of the survey respondents reported watching television regularly 

(B) Whether the amount of time spent watching television is declining among people who 
report that they rarely or never use computers 

(C) Whether the type of television programs a person watches tends to change as the amount 
of time spent per week using computers increases 

(D) Whether a large majority of the computer owners in the survey reported spending 
increasing amounts of time per week using computers 

(E) Whether the survey respondents' reports of time spent using computers included time 
spent using computers at work 
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Q.16 Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 

Yorco and Zortech are two corporations that employ large numbers of full-time workers who 
are paid by the hour. Publicly available records indicate that Yorco employs roughly the same 
number of such hourly wage workers as Zortech does but spends a far higher total sum per 
year on wages for such workers. Therefore, hourly wages must be higher, on average, at 
Yorco than at Zortech, since _________________. 

(A) Zortech spends a higher total sum per year than Yorco does to provide its hourly wage 
workers with benefits other than wages 

(B) the work performed by hourly wage workers at Zortech does not require a significantly 
higher level of skill than the work performed by hourly wage workers at Yorco does 

(C) the proportion of all company employees who are hourly wage workers is significantly 
greater at Yorco than it is at Zortech 

(D) overtime work, which is paid at a substantially higher rate than work done during the 
regular work week, is rare at both Yorco and Zortech 

(E) the highest hourly wages paid at Yorco are higher than the highest hourly wages paid at 
Zortech 

 

Q.17 Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 

Researchers recently asked dozens of shoppers, chosen at random coming out of a Food 
Basket supermarket, what they had purchased. The prices of the very same items at the 
nearest Shopper King supermarket were totalled and compared with the Food Basket total. 
The Shopper King totals averaged five percent higher than the Food Basket totals. 
Nevertheless, this result does not necessarily show that shoppers at Shopper King would 
save money overall by shopping at Food Basket instead, since ______________. 

(A) for shoppers with more than 20 items, the Shopper King totals averaged more than five 
percent higher than the Food Basket totals 

(B) shoppers who shop regularly at a given supermarket generally choose that store for the 
low prices offered on the items that they purchase most often  

(C) many shoppers consider factors other than price in choosing the supermarket at which 
they shop most regularly 

(D) there is little variation from month to month in the overall quantity of purchases made at 
supermarkets by a given shopper 

(E) none of the people who conducted the research were employees of the Food Basket 
supermarket 
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Q.18 As a large corporation in a small country, Hachnut wants its managers to have international 
experience, so each year it sponsors management education abroad for its 
management trainees. Hachnut has found, however, that the attrition rate of graduates from 
this program is very high, with many of them leaving Hachnut to join competing firms soon 
after completing the program. Hachnut does use performance during the program as a 
criterion in deciding among candidates for management positions, but both this function 
and the goal of providing international experience could be achieved in other ways. 
Therefore, if the attrition problem cannot be successfully addressed, Hachnut should 
discontinue the sponsorship program. 

In the argument given, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles? 

(A) The first describes a practice that the argument seeks to justify; the second states a 
judgment that is used in support of a justification for that practice. 

(B) The first describes a practice that the argument seeks to explain; the second presents 
part of the argument’s explanation of that practice. 

(C) The first introduces a practice that the argument seeks to evaluate; the second provides 
grounds for holding that the practice cannot achieve its objective. 

(D) The first introduces a policy that the argument seeks to evaluate; the second provides 
grounds for holding that the policy is not needed. 

(E) The first introduces a consideration supporting a policy that the argument seeks to 
evaluate; the second provides evidence for concluding that the policy should be abandoned. 

 

Q.19 Several of a certain bank's top executives have recently been purchasing shares in 
their own bank. This activity has occasioned some surprise, since it is widely believed that 
the bank, carrying a large number of bad loans, is on the brink of collapse. Since the 
executives are well placed to know their bank's true condition, it might seem that their share 
purchases show that the danger of collapse is exaggerated. However, the available 
information about the bank's condition is from reliable and informed sources, and corporate 
executives do sometimes buy shares in their own company in a calculated attempt to calm 
worries about their company's condition. On balance, therefore, it is likely that the 
executives of the bank are following this example. 

In the argument given, the two boldfaced portions play which of the following roles? 

(A) The first describes the circumstance the explanation of which is the issue that the 
argument addresses; the second states the main conclusion of the argument. 

(B) The first describes the circumstance the explanation of which is the issue the argument 
addresses; the second states a conclusion that is drawn in order to support the main 
conclusion of the argument. 

(C) The first provides evidence to defend the position that the argument seeks to establish 
against opposing positions; the second states the main conclusion of the argument. 

(D) The first provides evidence to support the position that the argument seeks to establish; 
the second states a conclusion that is drawn in order to support the argument’s main 
conclusion. 

(E) Each provides evidence to support the position that the argument seeks to establish. 
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Q.20 Many winemakers use cork stoppers; but cork stoppers can leak, crumble, or become 
mouldy, so that those winemakers must often discard a significant proportion of their 
inventory of bottled wine. Bottlemaster plastic stoppers, which cannot leak, crumble, or 
mould, have long been available to winemakers, at a price slightly higher than that of 
traditional cork stoppers. Cork prices, however, are expected to rise dramatically in the near 
future. Clearly, therefore, winemakers who still use cork but wish to keep production 
costs from rising will be forced to reconsider plastic stoppers. And since the wine-
buying public’s association of plastic stoppers with poor-quality wine is weakening, there is 
an excellent chance that the Bottlemaster plastic stopper will gain an increased share 
of the market for wine-bottle stoppers. 

In the argument given, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 

(A) The first is a judgment that has been advanced in support of a position that the argument 
opposes; the second is the main conclusion of the argument. 

(B) The first is a judgment that has been advanced in support of a position that the argument 
opposes; the second is a conclusion drawn in order to support the main conclusion of the 
argument. 

(C) The first is the main conclusion of the argument; the second provides evidence in support 
of that main conclusion. 

(D) The first is the main conclusion of the argument; the second is a restatement of that main 
conclusion. 

(E) The first is a conclusion drawn in order to support the main conclusion of the argument; 
the second is that main conclusion. 
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Critical Reasoning Assessment 
 

Q.01 Networks of blood vessels in bats' wings serve only to disperse heat generated in flight. This 
heat is generated only because bats flap their wings. Thus, palaeontologists’ recent discovery 
that the winged dinosaur Sandactylus had similar networks of blood vessels in the skin of its 
wings provides evidence for the hypothesis that Sandactylus flew by flapping its wings, not 
just by gliding. 

The argument in the passage relies on which of the following assumptions? 

(A) Sandactylus would not have had networks of blood vessels in the skin of its wings if these 
networks were of no use to Sandactylus. 

(B) All creatures that fly by flapping their wings have networks of blood vessels in the skin of 
their wings. 

(C) Winged dinosaurs that flapped their wings in flight would have been able to fly more 
effectively than winged dinosaurs that could only glide. 

(D) If Sandactylus flew by flapping its wings, then palaeontologists would certainly be able to 
find some evidence that it did so. 

(E) Heat generated by Sandactylus in flapping its wings in flight could not have been 
dispersed by anything other than the blood vessels in its wings. 

 

Q.02 A recent report determined that although only three percent of drivers on Maryland highways 
equipped their vehicles with radar detectors, thirty-three percent of all vehicles ticketed for 
exceeding the speed limit were equipped with them. Clearly, drivers who equip their vehicles 
with radar detectors are more likely to exceed the speed limit regularly than are drivers who 
do not. 

The conclusion drawn above depends on which of the following assumptions? 

(A) Drivers who equip their vehicles with radar detectors are less likely to be ticketed for 
exceeding the speed limit than are drivers who do not. 

(B) Drivers who are ticketed for exceeding the speed limit are more likely to exceed the speed 
limit regularly than are drivers who are not ticketed. 

(C) The number of vehicles that were ticketed for exceeding the speed limit was greater than 
the number of vehicles that were equipped with radar detectors. 

(D) Many of the vehicles that were ticketed for exceeding the speed limit were ticketed more 
than once in the time period covered by the report. 

(E) Drivers on Maryland highways exceeded the speed limit more often than did drivers on 
other state highways not covered in the report. 
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Q.03 The number of patents granted to inventors by the United States Patent Office dropped from 
56000 in 1971 to 45000 in 1978. Spending on research and development, which peaked at 
3 percent of the gross national product (GNP) in 1964, was only 2.2 percent of the GNP in 
1978. During this period, when United States percentage was steadily decreasing, West 
Germany and Japan increased the percentage of their GNP’s spent on research and 
development to 3.2 percent and 1.6 percent, respectively. 

Which of the following conclusions is best supported by the information above? 

(A) There is direct relationship between the size of a nation’s GNP and the number of 
inventions it produces. 

(B) Japan and Germany spent more money on research and development in 1978 than did 
the United States. 

(C) The amount of money a nation spends on research and development is directly related 
to the number of inventions patented in that nation. 

(D) Between 1964 and 1978 the United States consistently spent a larger percentage of its 
GNP on research and development than did Japan. 

(E) Both West Germany and Japan will soon surpass the United States in the number of 
patents granted to inventors. 

 

Q.04 Calorie restriction, a diet high in nutrients but low in calories, is known to prolong the life of 
rats and mice by preventing heart disease, cancer, diabetes, and other diseases. A six-month 
study of 48 moderately overweight people, who each reduced their calorie intake by at least 
25 percent, demonstrated decreases in insulin levels and body temperature, with the greatest 
decrease observed in individuals with the greatest percentage change in their calorie intake. 
Low insulin level and body temperature are both considered signs of longevity, partly because 
an earlier study by other researchers found both traits in long-lived people. 

If the above statements are true, they support which of the following inferences? 

(A) Calorie restriction produces similar results in humans as it does in rats and mice. 

(B) Humans who reduce their calorie intake by at least 25 percent on a long-term basis will 
live longer than they would have had they not done so. 

(C) Calorie intake is directly correlated to insulin level in moderately overweight individuals. 

(D) Individuals with low insulin levels are healthier than individuals with high insulin levels. 

(E) Some individuals in the study reduced their calorie intake by more than 25 percent. 
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Q.05 Technological improvements and reduced equipment costs have made converting solar 
energy directly into electricity far more cost-efficient in the last decade. However, the 
threshold of economic viability for solar power (that is, the price per barrel to which oil would 
have to rise in order for new solar power plants to be more economical than new oil-fired 
power plants) is unchanged at thirty-five dollars. 

Which of the following, if true, does most to help explain why the increased cost-
efficiency of solar power has not decreased its threshold of economic viability? 

(A) The cost of oil has fallen dramatically. 

(B) The reduction in the cost of solar-power equipment has occurred despite increased raw 
material costs for that equipment. 

(C) Most electricity is generated by coal-fired or nuclear, rather than oil-fired, power plants. 

(D) Technological changes have increased the efficiency of oil-fired power plants. 

(E) When the price of oil increases, reserves of oil not previously worth exploiting become 
economically viable. 

Q.06 In the United States, vacationers account for more than half of all visitors to what are 
technically called “pure aquariums” but for fewer than one quarter of all visitors to zoos, which 
usually include a “zoo aquarium” of relatively modest scope. 

Which of the following, if true, most helps to account for the difference described 
above between visitors to zoos and visitors to pure aquariums? 

(A) In cities that have both a zoo and a pure aquarium, local residents are twice as likely to 
visit the aquarium as they are to visit the zoo. 

(B) Virtually all large metropolitan areas have zoos, whereas only a few large metropolitan 
areas have pure aquariums. 

(C) Over the last ten years, newly constructed pure aquariums have outnumbered newly 
established zoos by a factor of two to one. 

(D) People who visit a zoo in a given year are two times more likely to visit a pure aquarium 
that year than are people who do not visit a zoo. 

(E) The zoo aquariums of zoos that are in the same city as a pure aquarium tend to be smaller 
than the aquariums of zoos that have no pure aquarium nearby. 

Q.07 When people evade income taxes by not declaring taxable income, a vicious cycle results. 
Tax evasion forces lawmakers to raise income tax rates, which causes the tax burden on 
non-evading taxpayers to become heavier. This, in turn, encourages even more taxpayers to 
evade income taxes by hiding taxable income. 

The vicious cycle described above could not result unless which of the following were 
true? 

(A) An increase in tax rates tends to function as an incentive for taxpayers to try to increase 
their pre-tax incomes. 

(B) Some methods for detecting tax evaders, and thus recovering some tax revenue lost 
through evasion, bring in more than they cost, but their success rate varies from year to year. 

(C) When lawmakers establish income tax rates in order to generate a certain level of 
revenue, they do not allow adequately for revenue that will be lost through evasion. 

(D) No one who routinely hides some taxable income can be induced by a lowering of tax 
rates to stop hiding such income unless fines for evaders are raised at the same time. 

(E) Taxpayers do not differ from each other with respect to the rate of taxation that will cause 
them to evade taxes. 
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Q.08 Smithtown University’s fund-raisers succeeded in getting donations from 80 percent of the 
potential donors they contacted. This success rate, exceptionally high for university fund-
raisers, does not indicate that they were doing a good job. On the contrary, since the people 
most likely to donate are those who have donated in the past, good fund-raisers constantly 
try less-likely prospects in an effort to expand the donor base. The high success rate shows 
insufficient canvassing effort. 

Which of the following, if true, provides more support for the argument? 

(A) This year the average size of the donations to Smithtown University from new donors 
when the university’s fund-raisers had contacted was larger than the average size of 
donations from donors who had given to the university before. 

(B) Smithtown University’s fund-raisers were successful in their contacts with potential donors 
who had never given before about as frequently as were fund-raisers for other universities in 
their contacts with such people. 

(C) This year most of the donations that came to Smithtown University from people who had 
previously donated to it were made without the university’s fund-raisers having made any 
contact with the donors. 

(D) The majority of the donations that fund-raisers succeeded in getting for Smithtown 
University this year were from donors who had never given to the university before. 

(E) More than half of the money raised by Smithtown University’s fund-raisers came from 
donors who had never previously donated to the university. 

 
Q.09 Black Americans are, on the whole, about twice as likely as White Americans to develop high 

blood pressure. This likelihood also holds for westernized Black Africans when compared to 
White Africans. Researchers have hypothesized that this predisposition in westernized 
Blacks may reflect an interaction between western high-salt diets and genes that adapted to 
an environmental scarcity of salt. 

Which of the following statements about present-day, westernized Black Africans, if 
true, would most tend to confirm the researchers’ hypothesis? 

(A) The blood pressures of those descended from peoples situated throughout their history 
in Senegal and Gambia, where salt was always available, are low. 

(B) The unusually high salt consumption in certain areas of Africa represents a serious health 
problem. 

(C) Because of their blood pressure levels, most White Africans have markedly decreased 
their salt consumption. 

(D) Blood pressures are low among the Yoruba, who, throughout their history, have been 
situated far inland from sources of sea salt and far south of Saharan salt mines. 

(E) No significant differences in salt metabolism have been found between those people who 
have had salt available throughout their history and those who have not. 
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Q.10 Although fullerenes - spherical molecules made entirely of carbon – were first found in the 
laboratory, they have since been found in nature, formed in fissures of the rare mineral 
shungite. Since laboratory synthesis of fullerenes requires distinctive conditions of 
temperature and pressure, this discovery should give geologists a test case for evaluating 
hypothesis about the state of the Earth's crust at the time these naturally occurring fullerenes 
were formed. 

Which of the following, if true, most seriously undermines the argument? 

(A) Confirming that the shungite genuinely contained fullerenes took careful experimentation. 

(B) Some fullerenes have also been found on the remains of a small meteorite that collided 
with a spacecraft. 

(C) The mineral shungite itself contains large amounts of carbon, from which the fullerenes 
apparently formed. 

(D) The naturally occurring fullerenes are arranged in a previously unknown crystalline 
structure. 

(E) Shungite itself is formed only under distinctive conditions. 

 

Q.11 Business are suffering because of a lack of money available for development loans. To help 
businesses, the government plans to modify the income-tax structure in order to induce 
individual taxpayers to put a larger portion of their incomes into retirement savings accounts, 
because as more money is deposited in such accounts, more money becomes available to 
borrowers. 

Which of the following, if true, raises the most serious doubt regarding the 
effectiveness of the government's plan to increase the amount of money available for 
development loans for businesses? 

(A) When levels of personal retirement savings increase, consumer borrowing always 
increases correspondingly. 

(B) The increased tax revenue the government would receive as a result of business 
expansion would not offset the loss in revenue from personal income taxes during the first 
year of the plan. 

(C) Even with tax incentives, some people will choose not to increase their levels of retirement 
savings. 

(D) Bankers generally will not continue to lend money to businesses whose prospective 
earnings are insufficient to meet their loan repayment schedules. 

(E) The modified tax structure would give all taxpayers, regardless of their incomes, the same 
tax savings for a given increase in their retirement savings. 
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Q.12 The Dear One Baby Carrier is the safest and most comfortable baby carrier available today. 
The hard plastic exterior retains its shape when subjected to minor impacts, while the thick 
interior “comfort pad” acts as a shock absorber. The design is based on the results of the 
most comprehensive baby carrier study performed to date, which analyzed comfort 
preferences both of infants placed inside the carriers and of adults carrying the devices. As 
a bonus, the Dear One Baby Carrier converts easily from an at-large carrier to a car seat, 
reducing the risk to infants when they are being transferred from a carrier to a car seat. 

Which of the following, if true, would most undermine the safety and comfort claims 
made about the Dear One Baby Carrier? 

(A) The hard plastic exterior of the Dear One Baby Carrier does not retain its shape when 
dropped from an average carrying height. 

(B) A rival company has successfully replicated the design of the Dear One Baby Carrier 
while utilizing a new type of plastic that is significantly stronger and lighter than the type used 
in the Dear One Baby Carrier. 

(C) According to the study on which the design of the Dear One Baby Carrier was based, the 
percentage of infants who prefer the comfort of a baby carrier scheduled to be released next 
year by a rival company is significantly higher than the percentage of infants who prefer the 
comfort of the Dear One Baby Carrier. 

(D) Studies suggest that car seats that double as baby carriers are, on average, slightly less 
safe than single-function baby car seats. 

(E) On average, the number of babies injured each year while riding in a car seat is greater 
than the number of babies injured each year while being transferred from a carrier to a car 
seat. 

Q.13 Which of the following, if true, most logically completes the passage? 

A recent poll found that over 80 percent of the residents of Nalmed Province favoured a 
massive expansion of the commuter rail system as a means of significantly reducing 
congestion on the province’s highways and were willing to help pay for the expansion through 
an increase in their taxes. Nevertheless, the poll results indicate that expansion of the rail 
system, if successfully completed, would be unlikely to achieve its goal of easing congestion, 
because ______________. 

(A) most people in favour of expanding the rail system reported less congestion during their 
highway commute as the primary benefit they would experience 

(B) of the less than 20 percent of residents not counted as favouring the expansion, about 
half claimed to have no opinion one way or the other 

(C) the twice-daily periods of peak congestion caused by people commuting in cars have 
grown from about an hour each to almost two and a half hours each in the past 20 years 

(D) expanding the commuter rail system will require the construction of dozens of miles of 
new rail bed 

(E) the proposed expansion to the commuter rail system will make it possible for some people 
who both live and work at suburban locations to commute by rail 
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Q.14 Which of the following most logically completes the argument? 

United States manufacturers currently produce most of the world's solar-power generators—
most of which are exported to Europe. However, European manufacturers are emerging and 
probably will ultimately capture much of the European market. The United States government 
is funding initiatives intended to encourage use of solar power within the United States. If 
these initiatives succeed in increasing the demand for solar-power generators in the United 
States, United States manufacturers will probably maintain significant production levels, since 
____________. 

(A) some United States manufacturers have been substantially increasing their output over 
the last several years 

(B) the efficiency of solar-power generators in converting energy from the Sun into electric 
power is not improving as fast as it once did 

(C) just as European manufacturers enjoy certain competitive advantages in Europe, so do 
United States manufacturers in the United States 

(D) European governments are currently undertaking initiatives to stimulate the use of solar 
power within Europe 

(E) the current market for solar-power generators in the United States is very limited 

Q.15 A recent study shows that the overall sales of print per capita has declined at an average 5% 
per capita over the past decade proving that overall interest in reading has steadily declined. 
Internet Geek: People get most of the information online and do not need to spend money 
on print. 

Literary Scholar: Shakespeare still remains the most sold author and his books sell very 
well. However, today's authors produce few works of similar quality. We need more authors 
like Shakespeare to re-ignite print sales. 

Describe the position taken by Internet Geek and Literary Scholar 

(A) The Internet Geek provides an alternate explanation to an observed phenomena while 
the Literary Scholar provides a recommendation and supports the conclusion 

(B) The Internet Geek supports the conclusion and provides an explanation for the observed 
phenomena while the Literary scholar refutes the conclusion and provides an alternate 
hypothesis. 

(C) The Internet Geek and The Literary Scholar support the conclusion providing a supporting 
evidence from their respective fields 

(D) The Internet Geek provides the circumstances under which the conclusion could be true 
while the Literary scholar contrasts the writing styles of 2 eras. 

(E) The Internet Geek challenges the premise of the conclusion while the Literary scholar 
suggests solutions to address the stated fact. 
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Q.16 Roland: The alarming fact is that 90 percent of the people in this country now report that they 
know someone who is unemployed. 

Sharon: But a normal, moderate level of unemployment is 5 percent, with 1 out of 20 workers 
unemployed. So, at any given time if a person knows approximately 50 workers, 1 or more 
will very likely be unemployed. 

Sharon's argument relies on the assumption that 

(A) normal levels of unemployment are rarely exceeded 

(B) unemployment is not normally concentrated in geographically isolated segments of the 
population 

(C) the number of people who each know someone who is unemployed is always higher than 
90% of the population 

(D) Roland is not consciously distorting the statistics he presents 

(E) knowledge that a personal acquaintance is unemployed generates more fear of losing 
one's job than does knowledge of unemployment statistics 

 

Q.17 Since 1978 when the copyright law was changed, books that are less than fifty years old must 
not be photocopied without the publisher's permission. Thus, any book that has been 
photocopied since 1978 without the publisher's permission must be at least fifty years old. 

The reasoning above exhibits a flaw similar to one in which of the following? 

(A) Any member of the solar system must be either a planet or a moon, so if an asteroid is 
neither a planet nor a moon, it must not be a member of the solar system. 

(B) Anyone who rides a city bus must buy a bus pass, and since Demetrios has a bus pass, 
he must be riding on a city bus. 

(C) A driver who turns right must signal, so any driver who did not signal must not have turned 
right. 

(D) Anyone who legally crosses a national boundary must have a passport; thus, anyone who 
does not have a passport cannot legally cross a national boundary. 

(E) Any wage earner residing in the state must pay state taxes, so since Blodwen pays state 
taxes, she must be resident in the state. 
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Q.27 Environmental organizations want to preserve the land surrounding the Wilgrinn 
Wilderness Area from residential development. They plan to do this by purchasing that 
land from the farmers who own it. That plan is ill-conceived: if the farmers did sell their land, 
they would sell it to the highest bidder, and developers would outbid any other bidders. On 
the other hand, these farmers will never actually sell any of the land, provided that 
farming it remains viable. But farming will not remain viable if the farms are left 
unmodernized, and most of the farmers lack the financial resources modernization requires. 
And that is exactly why a more sensible preservation strategy would be to assist the farmers 
to modernize their farms to the extent needed to maintain viability. 

In the argument as a whole, the two boldface proportions play which of the following roles? 

(A) The first presents a goal that the argument rejects as ill-conceived; the second is evidence 
that is presented as grounds for that rejection. 

(B) The first presents a goal that the argument concludes cannot be attained; the second is 
a reason offered in support of that conclusion. 

(C) The first presents a goal that the argument concludes can be attained; the second is a 
judgment disputing that conclusion. 

(D) The first presents a goal, strategies for achieving which are being evaluated in the 
argument; the second is a judgment providing a basis for the argument's advocacy of a 
particular strategy. 

(E) The first presents a goal that the argument endorses; the second presents a situation that 
the argument contends must be changed if that goal is to be met in the foreseeable future. 

 

Q.28 Museums that house Renaissance oil paintings typically store them in environments that are 
carefully kept within narrow margins of temperature and humidity to inhibit any deterioration. 
Laboratory tests have shown that the kind of oil paint used in these paintings actually adjusts 
to climatic changes quite well. If, as some museum directors believe, paint is the most 
sensitive substance in these works, then by relaxing the standards for temperature and 
humidity control, museums can reduce energy costs without risking damage to these 
paintings. Museums would be rash to relax those standards, however, since results of 
preliminary tests indicate that gesso, a compound routinely used by Renaissance artists to 
help paint adhere to the canvas, is unable to withstand significant variations in humidity. 

In the argument above, the two portions in boldface play which of the following roles? 

(A) The first is an objection that has been raised against the position taken by the argument; 
the second is the position taken by the argument. 

(B) The first is a judgment that has been offered in support of the position that the argument 
calls into question; the second is that position. 

(C) The first is a judgment that has been offered in support of the position that the argument 
calls into question; the second is a circumstance on which that judgment is, in part, based. 

(D) The first is the position taken by the argument; the second is the position that the 
argument calls into question. 

(E) The first is a claim that the argument calls into question; the second is the position taken 
by the argument. 
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Q.20 Public health advocate: It is generally true that medications that undergo the extensive FDA 
Phase III clinical safety testing are much safer than less-researched drugs. It is also true 
that whenever such trials are conducted, fewer people have experienced unexpected 
harmful side effects, thus reducing public health risks. However, eliminating the 
requirement that even FDA-tested medications continue to include extensive warnings about 
individual risk factors would almost certainly harm rather than help public health. Consumers 
would tend to rely on the FDA’s general certification of safety, and if no longer encouraged 
to read about individual risks and drug interactions, many patients would suffer 
serious adverse reactions. 

The two bolded statements serve what purpose in the context of the public health advocate’s 
argument? 

(A) The first is a general pattern that the advocate accepts as true; the second is said to be 
a natural consequence that must follow if the general pattern applies. 

(B) The first is a causal relationship that the advocate believes will happen again in the case 
at issue; the second admits a situation in which the relationship would not hold. 

(C) The first describes a cause-and-effect relationship that the advocate believes will not hold 
in the case at issue; the second suggests a consideration that supports that belief. 

(D) The first is proof that the advocate uses to support a prediction; the second states that 
prediction. 

(E) The first acknowledges a consideration that weighs against the stance that the advocate 
supports; the second is that stance. 
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Critical Reasoning Assessment – Answer Key 
 

Question 01 A 

Question 02 B 

Question 03 D 

Question 04 E 

Question 05 D 

Question 06 B 

Question 07 C 

Question 08 B 

Question 09 A 

Question 10 D 

Question 11 A 

Question 12 B 

Question 13 A 

Question 14 C 

Question 15 A 

Question 16 B 

Question 17 C  

Question 18 B 

Question 19 E 

Question 20 C  

 



®

Registered Office:

401, Sai Infotech, R.B. Mehta Marg, Outside Ghatkopar East Station,
Ghatkopar (East), Mumbai 400077

E-mail: support@inspiruseducation.com | Website: www.inspiruseducation.com

@inspirusedu @inspirusedu @inspirusedu @inspirusedumentors


	Page 2
	Page 6

