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• In English-speaking academic environments, students are expected to communicate their written ideas 

clearly, accurately, and in a well-organized manner. They are required to write essays that express 

opinions based on personal knowledge and experience, and to support those opinions with details and 

examples. This is sometimes referred to as independent writing.

• Other types of assignments require students to demonstrate in writing that they can understand and relate 

information they have read and listened to. To accomplish this, students need to understand the key ideas 

in both the listening and reading, determine how that information is related, and then connect it in writing.

• In the 50-minute Writing section, the TOEFL IBT test measures these writing skills by means of 2 distinct 

task types.

How The TOEFL Ibt® Test Measures Writing Skills
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1. The Integrated Writing Task

• Displays a 230- to 300-word reading passage for 3 minutes

• Follows with a 2-minute recording (230 to 300 words) by a speaker who discusses the same topic from a 

different perspective and contributes additional information

• Among other possibilities, it may include one of the following:

1. A reading passage that presents a point of view or a reason for taking or not taking an action; a 

listening passage that challenges the points made

2. A reading passage that describes the problem; a listening passage that presents the reasons/ways the 

problem is solvable or really not a problem at all

Writing Task Types
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• Redisplays the reading passage and presents a writing prompt/question

• Allows 20 minutes for writing and revising the response to the question
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Important Instructions for Test takers

• Read and take notes on the first passage

• Listen to and take notes on the second passage

• Respond to a prompt in 150 to 225 words explaining, for example, how:

1. The listening passage undermines the points made in the reading

2. To solve or overcome the problems described in the reading

*Not be penalized for writing a longer response
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Once students are enrolled in an English-speaking academic environment, they will be given informal as 

well as formal writing tasks. An informal task might be a journal for a humanities class that does not need 

polishing. However, independent and integrated pieces of writing are formal in nature and the successful 

student who masters assignments will:

1. Consider the purpose of writing.

Is it to persuade? To inform? To compare or contrast?

2. Analyse the audience so as to use the correct tone.

Is the audience a professor? A class? An even larger audience?

Writing Tasks in Academic Settings
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Use the 5-step "process writing" approach

• Pre-writing is the brainstorming and planning stage. This is when writers read and gather information, 

analyse the audience, and decide on specific topics.

• Drafting is when writers try to record their thoughts on paper. At this point, neatness and accuracy are 

not especially important. What is important is to record ideas.

• Revising is the process of improving the draft. Feedback from the instructor or peers can help writers 

see where their writing lacks clarity, or in what ways the writing can be improved. It is not unusual for 

writers to revise 2 or 3 times.

• Editing is when mechanical errors, such as grammar and punctuation, get corrected. To save time, it is 

better to edit after revising.

• Publishing usually means turning in a completed assignment to a professor. It can also refer to other 

ways in which writers share their work.
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Integrated Writing Examples

Example 1: A student writes a midterm paper that combines the important information from class lectures 

and discussions with relevant information from assigned readings.

Example 2: A student is asked to compare and contrast the points of view presented in a class lecture with 

those in associated reading material. The final paper uses information from both sources to present a clear 

contrast.

If a class is large, it may be difficult for instructors to give feedback to all of their students. An electronic 

tool is an option-for example, ETS's Criterion Online Writing Evaluation Service, which gives feedback to 

students during the revision stage. Instructors can add more feedback if time permits.
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Helpful Skills For Integrated Writing Tasks

In integrated writing students need to understand both listening and reading passages, and then establish 

the relationship between the two. Following are some useful skills. 

Note-taking: It is beneficial for students to write down important discussions. These notes can be used 

when writing. key ideas while listening to class lectures or conversations

Outlining: An outline is a visual plan that helps writers organize and present ideas logically. It also helps 

show the connections among ideas.

Summarizing: When student writers take the main points from listening or/and reading passages and 

concisely explain them, without details, they are summarizing.
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Paraphrasing: A paraphrase is a restatement of part of a reading or listening passage in a student's own 

words. It is usually shorter than the original.

Citing: If student writers use someone else's words or ideas-either paraphrasing them or quoting them directly-

then it is important to cite the author's name or the title of the work and a page number.

Connecting/linking: Transitional words or phrases help writers connect ideas. This is like building bridges 

between sections of writing. Readers are then able to better understand the writers' ideas.
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Learning objectives of Integrated Writing

• Analyse the knowledge and experience of the audience and write accordingly

• Extract and summarize major points and important details from written and aural sources 

• Take relevant notes and organize these notes coherently before writing

• Accurately paraphrase and cite source information.

• Tie together information from different sources and modes (for example, reading passages, and 

lectures)
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Planning For Integrated Writing 

• Pre-write, that is, brainstorm and list all ideas related to a topic before writing 

• Outline, identifying one main idea and supporting points

• Develop the response with appropriate explanation and detail

• Organize information and express it coherently 

• Use transition words and phrases to create a smooth flow of ideas

• Vary sentence structure and vocabulary and use each accurately and appropriately

• Follow the conventions of spelling, punctuation, and layout and organize information
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The Writing rubrics are scaled on a range of 0 to 5.

• A response must successfully select the important information from the lecture and coherently and 

accurately present this information in relation to the relevant information presented in the reading. 

• Correctly responds to the prompt that is given

• Selects and presents the relevant main points from both the lecture and the reading

• Demonstrates the relationship between each of the main points of the lecture and the reading

• Includes only information from the lecture and reading, and that information is accurately conveyed

Scoring Criteria
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• Adds supporting details

• Is clear and well organized

• Connects all information and uses transition words and phrases

• May have some minor language errors, such as in grammar, punctuation, spelling, or word form or 

usage. These do not, however, affect the overall clarity of the writing. Neither do they confuse the 

reader about the content and meaning of the passages.
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Toward the end of his life, the Chevalier de Seingalt (1725−1798) wrote a long memoir recounting 

his life and adventures. The Chevalier was a somewhat controversial figure, but since he met many 

famous people, including kings and writers, his memoir has become a valuable historical source 

about European society in the eighteenth century. However, some critics have raised doubts about 

the accuracy of the memoir. They claim that the Chevalier distorted or invented many events in the 

memoir to make his life seem more exciting and glamorous than it really was. 

For example, in his memoir the Chevalier claims that while living in Switzerland, he was very 

wealthy, and it is known that he spent a great deal of money there on parties and gambling. 

However, evidence has recently surfaced that the Chevalier borrowed considerable sums of money 

from a Swiss merchant. Critics thus argue that if the Chevalier had really been very rich, he would 

not have needed to borrow money. 

A Sample Reading Passage: The Chevalier 
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Critics are also skeptical about the accuracy of the conversations that the Chevalier records in the 

memoir between himself and the famous writer Voltaire. No one doubts that the Chevalier and 

Voltaire met and conversed. However, critics complain that the memoir cannot possibly capture 

these conversations accurately, because it was written many years after the conversations occurred. 

Critics point out that it is impossible to remember exact phrases from extended conversations held 

many years earlier.

Critics have also questioned the memoir’s account of the Chevalier’s escape from a notorious 

prison in Venice, Italy. He claims to have escaped the Venetian prison by using a piece of metal to 

make a hole in the ceiling and climbing through the roof. Critics claim that while such a daring 

escape makes for enjoyable reading, it is more likely that the Chevalier’s jailers were bribed to free 

him. They point out that the Chevalier had a number of politically well-connected friends in Venice 

who could have offered a bribe.  



Writing Test 1

17

Female Professor 

No memoir can possibly be correct in every detail, but still, the Chevalier’s memoir is pretty accurate overall 

and is, by and large, a reliable historical source. Let’s look at the accuracy of the three episodes mentioned in 

the reading. 

First, the loan from the merchant: Well, that doesn’t mean that the Chevalier was poor. Let me explain. We 

know that in Switzerland, the Chevalier spent huge amounts of money on parties and on gambling. And he had 

wealth, but it was the kind of property you have to sell first to get money. So, it usually took a few days to 

convert his assets into actual money. So, when he ran out of cash, he had to borrow some while he was waiting 

for his money to arrive—but that’s not being poor! 

Narrator: Now listen to part of a lecture on the topic you just read about. 
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Second, the conversations with Voltaire: The Chevalier states in his memoir that each night, immediately after 

conversing with Voltaire, he wrote down everything he could remember about that particular night’s 

conversation. Evidently, the Chevalier kept his notes of these conversations for many years and referred to 

them when writing the memoir. Witnesses who lived with the Chevalier in his later life confirm that he 

regularly consulted notes and journals when composing the memoir. 

Third, the Chevalier’s escape from the prison in Venice: Other prisoners in that prison had even more 

powerful friends than he did, and none of them were ever able to bribe their way to freedom, so bribery hardly 

seems likely in his case. The best evidence, though, comes from some old Venetian government documents. 

They indicate that soon after the Chevalier escaped from the prison, the ceiling of his old prison room had to 

be repaired. Why would they need to repair a ceiling unless he had escaped exactly as he said he did? 
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Toward the end of his life, the Chevalier de Seingalt (1725−1798) wrote a long memoir recounting his life and 

adventures. The Chevalier was a somewhat controversial figure, but since he met many famous people, 

including kings and writers, his memoir has become a valuable historical source about European society in the 

eighteenth century. However, some critics have raised doubts about the accuracy of the memoir. They claim 

that the Chevalier distorted or invented many events in the memoir to make his life seem more exciting and 

glamorous than it really was. 

For example, in his memoir the Chevalier claims that while living in Switzerland, he was very wealthy, and it 

is known that he spent a great deal of money there on parties and gambling. However, evidence has recently 

surfaced that the Chevalier borrowed considerable sums of money from a Swiss merchant. Critics thus argue 

that if the Chevalier had really been very rich, he would not have needed to borrow money. 
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Critics are also skeptical about the accuracy of the conversations that the Chevalier records in the memoir 

between himself and the famous writer Voltaire. No one doubts that the Chevalier and Voltaire met and 

conversed. However, critics complain that the memoir cannot possibly capture these conversations accurately, 

because it was written many years after the conversations occurred. Critics point out that it is impossible to 

remember exact phrases from extended conversations held many years earlier. 

Critics have also questioned the memoir’s account of the Chevalier’s escape from a notorious prison in 

Venice, Italy. He claims to have escaped the Venetian prison by using a piece of metal to make a hole in the 

ceiling and climbing through the roof. Critics claim that while such a daring escape makes for enjoyable 

reading, it is more likely that the Chevalier’s jailers were bribed to free him. They point out that the Chevalier 

had a number of politically well-connected friends in Venice who could have offered a bribe. 



Writing Test 1

21

The professor starts by saying that no memoir is completely accurate but she believes that the memoir of the 

Chevalier de Seingalt was fairly accurate and can be used as a valuable hostorical source. Though some critics 

disagree she is convinced that the memoir is accurate about it's details and has given considerable proof in her 

lecture. 

While living in Switzerland the Chevalier mentions that he was wealthy and that he would indulge in 

extravaganzas like parties and gambling. The new evidence that the Chevalier did, infact, borrow money from 

Swiss merchants does not necessarily mean that he was poor. On the contrary the Professor theorizes that the 

Chevalier had a lot of assets as wealth and it would require time for him to convert the assets into readily 

useable currency. In such unfortunate circumstances where his vices would require immediate money he would 

borrow some, for the time being, only to pay them back later. Her theory is logical and sound. 

A Sample Writing Response
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The second piece critics would like to disclaim as true is the count of all conversations with Voltaire which he 

recorded with accuracy in his memoir which was penned down years later. The professor puts forward the fact 

that the Chevalier would dutifuly make a note of the entire length of the conversation every night after meeting 

with Voltaire. Such an act is confirmed by witnesses who saw the Chevalier refer to journals and notes while 

writing his memoir. 

The final piece is the account of the dramatic jail break from Venice where he used a piece of metal to crerate a 

hole in the roof and then escaped. Such an account, though hard to believe, might actually be true as the 

Professor points out to some Italian government records dating back to that time which shows repairs being 

carried out to the cieling of the very same cell in which the Chevalier was imprisoned. 

Though it may seem a bit dramatic and over the top, on the outset, the Professor is convinced that the memoirs 

of the Chevalier were true and accurate and could be used as a historical reference towards eighteenth century 

Europe. 

A Sample Writing Response
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Feedback: 

This response is in the high writing proficiency range. It would probably earn the score of 5 based on the 

Integrated Writing Scoring Rubric. The response is well organized, conveys the important information from all 

three lecture points, and connects it well with information that was presented in the reading passage. In 

response to the reading argument that the Chevalier de Seingalt exaggerated his wealth because we know he 

was forced to borrow money; the writer correctly conveys the lecturer’s argument that the Chevalier needed the 

loans only because his considerable assets could not always be quickly converted into cash. In response to the 

argument that the Chevalier could not possibly remember his conversations with Voltaire so many years later, 

the writer conveys that the Chevalier based his memoirs on extensive notes he took at the time of his 

conversations with the famous author. Finally, in response to the argument that the Chevalier’s description of 

his escape from prison through a hole in a ceiling is hard to believe, the writer conveys the argument that 

Chevalier’s account is supported by the historical records describing ceiling repairs in the prison where he was 

held. 

A Sample Writing Response



Writing Test 1

24

There are a few minor language errors (“it's details”, “count of all conversations”, “records… which shows 

repairs being carried out”, “on the outset”) but they do not interfere with meaning in any way. In fact, the writer 

is very skilled in using sophisticated and accurate paraphrasing to convey the content from the lecture and the 

passage. A few examples: “he would indulge in extravaganzas like parties and gambling”; “conversations with 

Voltaire which he recorded with accuracy in his memoir which was penned down years later”; “repairs being 

carried out to the cieling [ceiling] of the very same cell in which the Chevalier was imprisoned.” 
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The Writing section measures your ability to use writing to communicate in an academic environment. 

Question 1 is an integrated writing task. You will read a passage, listen to a lecture, and then answer a 

question based on what you have read and heard. You have 20 minutes to plan and write your response. 

Question 1: For this task, you will write a response to a question about a reading passage and a short lecture. 

The question does not ask you to express your personal opinion.

Read the passage and then listen to the recording. To make this practice more like the real test, cover the 

passage and question during the lecture. You may take notes, and you may use your notes to help you write 

your response. When you hear the question, uncover the passage and question. Write your response

Typically, an effective response will have 150 to 225 words. Your response will be evaluated on the quality of 

your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

Integrated Writing Section Directions
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Research data show that multi-age play groups are common in simple societies made up of communities with 

fewer than 1,500 people. In contrast, complex industrial societies are more likely to have same-age peer groups 

that are made up of children who are equal in age.

In most of the world's traditional, non-Western cultures, children play in groups with others of different ages. 

Multi age play groups consist of six or more children of both genders, ranging in age from late infancy to 

adolescence. In multi-age groups, younger children have the opportunity to learn language, survival skills, and 

games from children ahead of them in the process of development. The older children get experience in 

teaching what they know and a chance to feel important and responsible.

Reading Time - 3 minutes
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In Western culture, on the other hand, parents and teachers generally believe that it is best for children to study 

and play with other children of the same age. Thus, same-age peer groups are the norm for children both in 

and out of school, and at all ages, including infancy. Peers play an important positive role in children's 

socialization because peers are both equals and competitors. In childhood and adolescence, peers are usually 

friends, and peer groups build friendship, tolerance, and cooperation. Peers are status equals in terms of power, 

they can tease and tolerate each other without the intervention of adults. With peers, children create worlds of 

meaning in which they become active agents in their own socialization. Same age peer groups promote 

cooperation and group identity. They also promote the learning of competitive strategies that are healthy and 

necessary for survival in a competitive society.
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Now cover the passage and question. Listen to the recording. When you hear the question, uncover the 

passage and question and begin your response.

Summarize the points made in the lecture, explaining how they illustrate points made in the reading.
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Question 2: For this task, you will write a response to a question about a reading passage and a  short lecture. 

The question does not ask you to express your personal opinion.

Read the passage and then listen to the recording. To make this practice more like the real test, cover the 

passage and question during the lecture. You may take notes, and you may use your notes to help you write 

your response. When you hear the question, uncover the passage and question. Write your response.

Typically, an effective response will have 150 to 225 words. Your response will be evaluated on the quality of 

your writing and on the completeness and accuracy of the content.

Summarize the points made in the lecture, explaining how they illustrate points made in the 

reading
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Individuals who are especially talented in solving problems that involve an understanding of space are said to 

have visual-spatial intelligence. Typically, visual-spatial intelligence involves several related capacities, such as 

the ability to perceive patterns, the ability to create mental imagery and to transform that imagery, and the 

ability to draw a picture or map of spatial information. These abilities are independent of one another and may 

develop separately. The use of one visual-spatial ability may reinforce the use of others.

Individuals call upon visual-spatial intelligence in the recognition of objects, both when the objects are seen in 

their original setting and also when some part of the original setting has changed. Visual-spatial skills are 

utilized when an individual works with graphic depictions-two-dimensional or three-dimensional versions of 

real-world scenes-as well as other symbols, such as maps, diagrams, or geometrical forms.

Visual-spatial intelligence is a valuable asset in any society. In some occupations, it is essential for example, for 

a sculptor, a chess player, an athlete, or a mathematical topologist.

Reading Time - 3 minutes
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Individuals with visual-spatial intelligence will notice immediately when a building, painting, or face is not 

symmetrical. They are skilled at taking things apart and putting them back together again. They love to play 

games. They have a visual memory, but this memory is abstract rather than pictorial- a kind of geometrical 

memory. They can mentally rotate complex forms and can draw whatever object they see, usually after seeing 

the object for only a short time. Visual-spatial intelligence can be seen in the athlete's ability to judge almost 

perfectly the angle needed to score a goal in hockey or a basket in basketball.
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Now cover the passage and question. Listen to the recording. When you hear the question, uncover the 

passage and question and begin your response.

Summarize the points made in the lecture, explaining how they illustrate points made in the reading.



Thank you


