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• In English-speaking academic environments, students are expected to communicate their written ideas 

clearly, accurately, and in a well-organized manner. They are required to write essays that express opinions 

based on personal knowledge and experience, and to support those opinions with details and examples. This 

is sometimes referred to as independent writing.

• Other types of assignments require students to demonstrate in writing that they can understand and relate 

information they have read and listened to. To accomplish this, students need to understand the key ideas in 

both the listening and reading, determine how that information is related, and then connect it in writing.

• In the 50-minute Writing section, the TOEFL IBT test measures these writing skills by means of 2 distinct 

task types.

How the TOEFL iBT Test Measures Writing Skills
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2. The Independent Writing Task

• Requires writing an essay that states, explains, and supports the writer's opinion on a given issue

• Is usually a minimum of 300 words

• Allows 30 minutes total for preparation, writing, and revision

Writing Task Types
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Test takers will:

• Develop and organize ideas thoroughly

• Provide support for opinions or choices

• Write clearly and accurately.
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Important Instructions for Test takers

• Read and choose your position for a given topic

• Think about examples/reasons that will strongly support your stand

• Respond to a topic in minimum 300 words 

*Not be penalized for writing a longer response
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• Once students are enrolled in an English-speaking academic environment, they will be given informal 

as well as formal writing tasks. An informal task might be a journal for a humanities class that does 

not need polishing. However, independent and integrated pieces of writing are formal in nature and the 

successful student who masters assignments will:

• Analyse the audience so as to use the correct tone.

Is the audience a professor? A class? An even larger audience?

Writing Tasks in Academic Settings
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Use the 5-step "process writing" approach

• Pre-writing is the brainstorming and planning stage. This is when writers read and gather information, 

analyse the audience, and decide on specific topics.

• Drafting is when writers try to record their thoughts on paper. At this point, neatness and accuracy are 

not especially important. What is important is to record ideas.

• Revising is the process of improving the draft. Feedback from the instructor or peers can help writers see 

where their writing lacks clarity, or in what ways the writing can be improved. It is not unusual for 

writers to revise 2 or 3 times.
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• Editing is when mechanical errors, such as grammar and punctuation, get corrected. To save time, it is better 

to edit after revising.

• Publishing usually means turning in a completed assignment to a professor. It can also refer to other ways in 

which writers share their work. 
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Integrated Writing Examples

Example: A student is asked to write an essay that answers a particular question or addresses an issue. 

Using personal experience and knowledge, the student effectively addresses the topic and presents a 

logical, coherent written argument.

If a class is large, it may be difficult for instructors to give feedback to all of their students. An electronic 

tool is an option-for example, ETS's Criterion Online Writing Evaluation Service, which gives feedback to 

students during the revision stage. Instructors can add more feedback if time permits.
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Helpful Skills For Integrated Writing Tasks

Note-taking: It is beneficial for students to write down important discussions. These notes can be used 

when writing. key ideas while listening to class lectures or conversations

Outlining: An outline is a visual plan that helps writers organize and present ideas logically. It also helps 

show the connections among ideas.

Summarizing: When student writers take the main points from listening or/and reading passages and 

concisely explain them, without details, they are summarizing.
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Paraphrasing: A paraphrase is a restatement of part of a reading or listening passage in a student's own 

words. It is usually shorter than the original.

Citing: If student writers use someone else's words or ideas-either paraphrasing them or quoting them directly-

then it is important to cite the author's name or the title of the work and a page number.

Connecting/linking: Transitional words or phrases help writers connect ideas. This is like building bridges 

between sections of writing. Readers are then able to better understand the writers' ideas.
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• Gauge the knowledge and experience of the audience and write appropriately for it 

• Clearly articulate one's own position or opinion and give supporting evidence from personal experience or 

knowledge. 

Learning objectives of Integrated Writing
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Planning For Integrated Writing 

• Pre-write, that is, brainstorm and list all ideas related to a topic before writing 

• Outline, identifying one main idea and supporting points

• Develop the response with appropriate explanation and detail

• Organize information and express it coherently 

• Use transition words and phrases to create a smooth flow of ideas

• Vary sentence structure and vocabulary and use each accurately and appropriately

• Follow the conventions of spelling, punctuation, and layout and organize information
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The Writing rubrics are scaled on a range of 0 to 5.

An essay must largely accomplish all of the following:

• Clearly responds to and develops the topic.

• Progression of ideas is clear and consistently reinforced with relevant details and examples. 

• The writer connects all ideas, so the reader does not have to guess at the intended meaning. 

• The writing contains a range of grammatical structures, and for the most part, these are appropriately used; 

the response need not be flawless, however.

Scoring Criteria
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• Displays consistent facility in the use of language, demonstrating syntactic variety, appropriate word 

choice, and idiomaticity, though it may have minor lexical or grammatical errors.

• There may be times when the grammar or spelling is incorrect, or a word form is not used accurately. An 

independent essay does not have to be perfect as long as the errors are occasional or minor, or do not 

interfere with the reader's understanding.
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Directions: Read the question below. You will have 30 minutes to plan, write, and revise your essay. 

Typically, an effective response will contain a minimum of 300 words.

Question: Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

A teacher's ability to relate well with students is more important than excellent knowledge of the subject 

being taught.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

A Sample Writing Response
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I remember every teacher that has taught me since I was in Kindergarten. If a friend wants to know who our 

first grade teacher was in elementary school, all they have to do is ask me. The teachers all looked very kind 

and understanding in my eyes as a child. They had special relationships with nearly each and every one of the 

students and were very nice to everyone. That’s the reason I remember all of them. 

A teacher’s primary goal is to teach students the best they can about the things that are in our textbooks and 

more important, how to show respect for one another. They teach us how to live a better life by getting along 

with everyone. In order to do that, the teachers themselves have to be able to relate well with students. 
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My parents are teachers too. One teaches Plant Biology and one teaches English, but that’s not the reason I’m 

calling them “teachers.” They are teachers beacuse they teach me how to act in special situations and how to 

cooperate with others. I have a brother, and my parents use different aproaches when teaching us. They might 

scold my brother for surfing the internet too long because he doesn’t have much self-control and they need to 

restrain him. He almost never studies on his own and is always either drawing, playing computer games, or 

reading. On the other hand, they never tell me off for using the computer too long. I do my own work when I 

want and need to because that brings me the best results and my parents understand that. They know that I 

need leisure time of my own and that I’ll only play until needed. My parents’ ability to relate well with my 

brother and I allows them to teach, not just the subject they teach but also their excellent knowledge on life. 

Knowlegde of the subject being taught is something taken for granted, but at the same time, secondary. One 

must go through and pass a series of courses and tests in order to become a teacher. Any teacher is able to 

have excellent knowledge of their subject but not all teachers can have the ability to relate well with students. 

A Sample Writing Response
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A teacher’s primary goal is to teach students the best they can about how to show respect for one another, so 

teachers use different approaches when teaching, and knowledge of the subjet being taught is secondary. For 

these reasons, I claim with confidence that excellent knowledge of the subject being taught is secondary to the 

teacher’s ability to relate well with their students. 
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This essay conveys the idea that as important as teaching knowledge is, it is as important if not more important 

for teachers to possess other qualities, all of which the writer classifies as necessary for being able to relate 

well with students. Those other qualities include having “special relationships” with students; teaching respect 

(in the first two paragraphs); and taking different approaches for different individuals. 

The writer develops the last idea primarily by using a clearly appropriate extended and complex example of 

the writer’s own parents, who are teachers but whose special qualities in raising the writer and the writer’s 

brother had to do more with taking varied approaches. The writer then goes on to convey that knowledge is a 

given—“something taken for granted”—because all teachers take coursework and pass tests to gain their jobs 

but not all have the qualities the writer considers more important. 

Score explanation for a Sample Writing Response
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This response very effectively addresses the topic and the task. It is true that this response is different from 

most essays: the overall idea is stated explicitly but only at the end of the essay. However, because of very 

good language structure and good conceptual transitions between ideas, the reader is able to follow the 

writer’s development of ideas without becoming confused. The response is thus seen to be well organized. 

Errors in language are almost nonexistent here. This response meets all of the 5-level criteria from the Scoring 

Guide. 
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Question 1. For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to express,  explain, 

and support your opinion on a topic.

Typically, an effective essay will have a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be evaluated on the quality 

of your writing, including the organization and development of  your ideas and the quality and accuracy of the 

language you use to express your ideas.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

There are times when lying is acceptable.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Independent Writing Section Directions
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Template

Introduction: summarize the topic and write if you agree or disagree with a given topic

Body paragraph 1: supporting reasons/examples 

Body paragraph 2: supporting reasons/examples 

Body paragraph 3: supporting reasons/examples 

Conclusion: reiterate your position 



Writing Test 2

24

Question 2: For this task, you will write an essay in response to a question that asks you to express, 

explain, and support your opinion on a topic.

Typically, an effective essay will have a minimum of 300 words. Your essay will be 

evaluated on the quality of your writing, including the organization and development of 

your ideas and the quality and accuracy of the language you use to express your ideas.

Read the question below and make any notes that will help you plan your response. 

Then begin typing your essay.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement?

It is more important to work at a job that you enjoy than it is to earn a lot of money.

Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.



Thank you


