
Expression of Ideas 1  
Home Assignment 

 
TOPIC 
 
RHETORICAL SYNTHESIS 
 
1. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 Edna was what she herself called very 
fond of music. Musical strains, well 
rendered, had a way of evoking 
pictures in her mind. She sometimes 
liked to sit in the room of the mornings 
when Madame Ratignolle (a musician) 
played or practiced.  

 One piece which that lady played 
Edna had entitled "Solitude." It was a 
short, plaintive, minor strain. The 
name of the piece was something 
else, but she called it "Solitude." When 
she heard it there came before her 
imagination the figure of a man 
standing beside a desolate rock on the 
seashore. . . His attitude was one of 
hopeless resignation as he looked 
toward a distant bird winging its flight 
away from him. 

 Another piece called to her mind a 
dainty young woman clads in an 
Empire gown, taking mincing dancing 
steps as she came down a long 
avenue between tall hedges. 

 Again, another reminded her of 
children at play, and still another of 
nothing on earth but a demure lady 
stroking a cat.  

 
The student wants to emphasize Edna’s 
profound love for music by using 
examples in his notes. Which choice most 
effectively uses relevant information from 
the notes to accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 

 
A. In every example, Edna is able to 

characterize the vivid scenes music 
brings to her mind. 

B. only Edna has received enough 
training to fully appreciate the music. 

C. make it clear that Edna longs to be 
alone in an isolated environment. 

D. Edna has received training to create 
imaginary objects while listening to 
music 

 
 

 
 

2. While researching a topic discussed in a 
letter written by Thomas Jefferson to 
James Madison, a student has taken the 
following notes: 
 
 While taking a view of the place, 

Jefferson fell in with a poor old 
woman, and he offers her 24 sous as 
she served as a guide for him while 
taking a walk.  

 The woman bursts into tears of 
gratitude. This little emotion, with the 
solitude of his walk led him into a train 
of reflections on that unequal division 
of property which occasions the 
numberless instances of 
wretchedness which he had observed 
in France and is to be observed all 
over Europe.  

 The property of this country is 
absolutely concentred in a very few 
hands having revenues of from half a 
million of guineas a year downwards.  

 These employ the flower of the 
country as servants, some of them 
having as many as 200 domestics, not 
laboring. They employ also a great 
number 

 of manufacturers, and tradesmen, and 
lastly the class of laboring farmers.  
 

The student wants to describe Jefferson’s 
affronted attitude due to less opportunities 
for poor. Which choice most effectively 
uses relevant information from the notes 
to accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 

 
A. Jefferson gave a poor woman some 

money as helped him as a guide while 
he was taking a view of the country.  

B. Jefferson mentions that there is an 
unequal division of the property 

C. Jefferson finds that the assets of the 
country are only with some people 
while some of the laboring classes 
don’t have employment.  

D. A few people with country’s assets 
employ a great number of 
manufacturers, and tradesmen, and 
lastly the class of laboring farmers.  

 
 



 
3. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 
 People have a strong sense of social 

support, as shown by a high median 
score on the questionnaire “A hug a 
day keeps the doctor away.”  

 They were more likely to be hugged 
(which happened on an average of 
68% of days during the two-week 
interview period) than to experience 
conflict (7% of days). 

 The most important results, however, 
were what the researchers deemed a 
“stress-buffering effect.” Keep in mind 
that interpersonal conflict can cause 
people a lot of stress and thereby 
weaken their immune systems.  

 Yet regardless of how much conflict 
they endured, participants with a 
strong sense 

 of social support developed less 
severe cold symptoms than those who 
felt socially deprived. Likewise, the 
more often people hugged, the less 
likely they were to get sick, even 
among individuals who frequently had 
tense interactions.  

 both social support and hugging 
prevented against illness. The same 
lead researcher has previously shown 
that the more diverse types of social 
ties a person has, such as with 
friends, family, co-workers, and 
community, the less susceptible to 
colds they are. 

 
The student wants to explain that social 
support has a "stress-buffering effect." 
Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. People who experience a lot of 

conflicts are more likely than other 
people to develop severe cold 
symptoms, regardless of their level of 
social support. 

B. People who experience a lot of 
conflicts but have a lot of social 
support are less likely to develop 
severe cold symptoms than people 
who experience little conflict but have 
little social support. 
 
 

C. People who experience little conflict 
but still feel stressed about it are more 
likely than other people to develop 
moderate to severe cold symptoms. 
 

D. People who experience little conflict 
but do not feel stressed about it 
always have significantly higher levels 
of social support than those who feel 
stressed.  

 
4. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 Roosevelt addressed all the workers 
of the Panama canal “whoever you are 
if you are doing your duty, you are 
putting your country under an 
obligation to you just as a soldier who 
does his work well in a great war puts 
the country under an obligation to him.  

 “As I noted the spirit in which you are 
approaching the task yet to be done, I 
have felt just exactly as I should feel if 
I saw the picked men of my country 
engaged in some great war.”   

 “When your fathers were in the 
fighting, they thought a good deal of 
the fact that the blanket was too heavy 
by noon and not quite heavy enough 
by night, But when the war was done, 
all those things sank into 
insignificance.  

 “So you men here, in the future, each 
man of you, will have the right to feel, 
if he has done his duty and a little 
more than his duty right up to the 
handle in the work here on the 
Isthmus, that he has made his country 
his debtor.” 

 

The student wants to emphasize on a 
similarity Roosevelt draws between the 
Civil War and the Panama Canal project. 
Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. A worker who has done his duty and a 

little more than his duty right up to the 
handle in the work here on the 
Isthmus, that he has made his country 
his debtor.” 

B. Both, the soldiers of the civil war and 
workers of the Panama canal are 
putting their country under an 
obligation.  



C. when the war was done, all the 
suffering sank into insignificance just 
as it did after the Panama project was 
complete. 

D. Roosevelt felt just exactly as I should 
feel if he saw the picked men of his 
country engaged in some great war.  
 

5. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Van Dokkum, in "More Often Than 
Not, Massive Galaxies Form by 
Mergers" says "Our study found these 
common massive galaxies do form by 
mergers. It is just that the mergers 
happen quickly and the features that 
reveal the mergers are very faint and 
therefore difficult to detect." "Quickly" 
on a galactic scale means just a few 
hundred million years--a small fraction 
of the 13.7 billion years the universe 
has been in existence--and, because 
such collisions rarely involve head-to-
head star crashes, they leave few 
traces behind except in the shape of 
the resulting galaxy and a general 
slowing in its formation of new stars. 

 Tamara Davis, in "If Galaxies are All 
Moving Apart, How Can They 
Collide?" says Since about six billion 
years ago (about a billion years before 
Earth formed), the expansion has, on 
average, been accelerating. 
Nevertheless, the cosmic dance 
continues. Galaxies that had been 
pulled together before the universe 
began accelerating still have the 
chance to collide. Collectively they 
form over dense patches of the 
universe in which gravity still reigns. In 
our neighborhood, the Andromeda 
galaxy, our largest companion, is 
actually falling toward us, and we will 
have our first close encounter with it in 
just a few billion years' time. 

 
The student wants to provide a type of 
evidence used by Van Dokkum which has 
not been used in Tamara Davis’s article. 
Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Summaries of scholarly opinion 
B. References to historical sources 
C. Judgments of renowned scientists 
D. Results from a study 

6. While researching a topic Judith 
Hernandez and the Chicano Artistic Voice, 
a student has taken the following notes: 
 

 Judith Hernandez’s art career began 
in Los Angeles during the socially and 
politically turbulent 1960s.  

 While enrolled as a graduate student 
at the Otis Art Institute in Los Angeles, 
Hernandez met fellow student Carlos 
Almaraz, one of the founding 
members of the Chicano artist 
collective known as “Los Four.” At 
Almarez’s request, Hernandez joined 
“Los Four” as its fifth, and only female, 
member. 

 Hernandez became well known for her 
work with this revolutionary group of 
artists, who are credited with 
authorizing Chicano art as its own 
distinctive school of (US) American 
art.  

 
The student wants to describe the central 
claim. Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Less known but equally important, 

however, is the role Hernandez played 
in providing a female voice within what 
was at that time a predominantly male 
Chicano art movement. 

B. The Chicano Movement, also known 
as “El Movimiento,” began in the 
1940s with the explicit goal of 
empowering Mexican Americans. 

C. Judithe Hernandez was born to a 
progressive Mexican-American family 
in Los Angeles that encouraged her 
involvement in the arts from an early 
age. 

D. In the 1960s, Chicano art was often 
displayed as public murals intended to 
create a dialogue about the issues 
faced by Mexican Americans. the 
wok’s shape.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Many new programs began to emerge 
in response to the rising demand for 
job-oriented training and education. 
For example, a proposal to expand the 
programs for technical and general 
education in New York surfaced as 
early as 1944. The State University of 
New York (SUNY) was subsequently 
founded in 1948. 

 Massachusetts’ Stone hill College, 
which has been established in the 
same Year estimates that veterans 
comprised up to a third of its first 
entering class. Some vocational 
training programs were even created 
specifically for the benefit of returning 
veterans. One of the most unique 
examples in this category is the 
Culinary Institute of America, founded 
in 1946 to offer a novel curriculum for 
learning cooking stuff.  

 By opening the gates of higher 
education to veterans, the GI Bill 
dramatically increased the college 
enrollment growth rate. The bill is 
credited with producing 500,000 
engineers, 250,000 teachers, 200,000 
medical professionals, and 117,000 
metal workers. At that time, this was 
the most highly educated workforce in 
the country’s history. 

 
The student wants to emphasize the 
reason for founding of SUNY in 1948. 
Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. a proposal to expand the programs for 

technical and general education in 
New York surfaced as early as 1944. 

B. the Culinary Institute of America, was 
founded in 1946 to offer a novel 
curriculum for learning cooking stuff.  

C. the GI Bill had a long-lasting impact on 
the demographics of higher education. 

D. By opening the gates of higher 
education to veterans, the GI Bill 
dramatically increased the college 
enrollment growth rate. 
 
 
 
 

8. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 

 

 Amy was the Director of Marketing for 
the last three years and has just 
accepted a position at Farm Fresh 
Industries as Head of 
Communications.  

 Based on her hard work, ability to 
connect with people, and constant 
determination, she will succeed at her 
next venture.  

 Amy, best wishes from all of us at 
Capital Ideas Group! 

 
The student wants to maintain the tone 
that must be professional but warm. 
Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 

 
A. Today we want to extend a big 

congratulations and a fond farewell to 
Amy Kim.  

B. we are upset to say goodbye to Amy 
Kim and congratulate her.  

C. Amy Kim is jumping ship' to go work at 
another company, so we are 
congratulating her. 

D. Amy Kim, an employee at this 
company, will be vacating her role; 
therefore, we extend hearty 
congratulations to her  
 

9. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 

 

 Nils was intimidated by the wealth of 
assignments at his new school at first, 
but he soon discovered that a 
combination of persistence, creativity, 
and old-fashioned elbow grease made 
almost anything possible.  

 Writing computer code was one of the 
most challenging assignments, but it 
was not impossible  

 
The student wants to maintain the stylistic 
pattern established in the last point of his 
notes. Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. he also enjoyed writing creative 

essays, but it was not easy 
assignment. 

B. writing a creative essay was one of the 
most enjoyable assignments, but it 
was not easy. 

C. writing creative essays was not easy, 
but he found that he enjoyed this 
assignment. 

D. an enjoyable assignment involved 
writing a creative essay, but 
nevertheless it wasn't easy. 
 

10. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 In his famous work The Praise of 
Folly, the sixteenth-century humanist 
Erasmus Desiderius identified a 
special trait common in fools: "they 
and they alone are always direct and 
truthful."  

 Although laced with sarcasm, this 
statement has an element of truth that 
is borne out across diverse literary 
traditions. 

 In the plays of Shakespeare, it is often 
the fool who sheds light on the folly of 
other characters through his honesty. 

 The student wants to maintain the 
stylistic pattern established in the last 
point of his notes. Which choice most 
effectively uses relevant information 
from the notes to accomplish this 
goal? 

 
Choose 1 answer: 

 
A. the recovery and redemption of 

Russia's national spirit depend on the 
simplicity of the title character in 
Fyodor Dostoevsky's novel The Idiot. 

B. the simplicity of Fyodor Dostoevsky's 
idiot in a novel by the same name is 
what enables that character to recover 
and redeem the national spirit of 
Russia. 

C. in Fyodor Dostoevsky's novel The 
Idiot, it is the title character who has 
the potential to recover and redeem 
the national spirit of Russia through 
his simplicity. 

D. the title character of Fyodor 
Dostoevsky's novel The Idiot has the 
potential to recover and redeem the 
national spirit of Russia through his 
own simplicity. 
 

11. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 While some children learned to read 
books, Fyodor learned to read faces.  

 His largely intuitive and partially 
acquired grasp of body language and 
facial expression made it easy for him 
to predict the behavior of other people.  

 For a child, it was a skill that promised 
both safety and unprecedented power. 
This was why Anita puzzled and 
unsettled him: her face was without 
expression, and he did not understand 
it. Behind those luminous eyes lay a 
story he could not see. 

 
For the sake of rhetorical effect, the 
student wants to identify Anita's face with 
a superficially unrelated physical object. 
Which choice best accomplishes this 
goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. her face was without expression.  
B. her face was a book, but he could only 

read the title. 
C. she did not fit into his paradigm, and 

he could not predict her. 
D. she did not have an unusual face, but 

it was always close to him. 
 

12. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Augustus Carrington's appearance 
could best be described as eccentric 
from head to toe.  

 He sported a mane of frizzy red Chair 
and a pair of ancient spectacles his 
great-grandfather had gifted to him 30 
years ago.  

 A silk scarf with a red bandana pattern 
was perpetually tied around his neck, 
and he always wore a pair of yellow 
rain boots,   

 
The student wants to maintain the ordered 
pattern of the character's description 
established earlier in his notes. Which 
choice best accomplishes this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. a white laboratory coat over an argyle 

sweater vest, and a gold watch whose 
chain looped outside a pair of tweed 
hunting trousers. 



B. a gold watch whose chain looped 
outside a pair of tweed hunting 
trousers, a white laboratory coat over 
an argyle sweater vest, and a pair of 
yellow rain boots. 

C. a white laboratory coat over an argyle 
sweater (vest, a gold watch whose 
chain looped outside a pair of tweed 
hunting trousers) and a pair of yellow 
rain boots 

D. a white laboratory coat over an argyle 
sweater vest, a pair of yellow rain 
boots, and a gold watch whose chain 
looped outside a pair of tweed hunting 
trousers. 
 

13. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Inside the busy hum of the Kitchen 
section at Crockery Den, Robin stood 
on tiptoe to reach a casserole dish on 
the fourth shelf.  

 She had just shifted the box toward 
her and was poised to catch it when 
she lost her balance and the cookware 
toppled to the floor with a massive 
crash.  

 
In order to achieve irony, the student 
wants to juxtapose two terms that are 
typically contradictory. Which choice best 
accomplishes this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. The ensuing silence in the store was 

such that you could hear a pin drop. 
B. The ensuing silence in the store was 

deafening. 
C. The ensuing silence in the store was 

overwhelming. 
D. It got so quiet that Robin could hear 

her heart beating. 
 

14. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 The mayor:  I stand before you today 
with a pledge: to make our state 
better.  

 For the last four years, I served as 
Mayor of the city of Geyser Falls. I 
connected my work in the public 
sector to small businesses and 
communities that form the backbone 
of Geyser Falls. 

 
 

 I listened to what was most important 
to residents. Based on their concerns, 
I decided to increase police patrols at 
schools, shopping malls, and 
community centers, which led to a 
50% decrease in property crime over 
the last year.  

 As your Governor, I will, listen to your 
concerns and work with our 
lawmakers to bring relevant, positive 
legislation to fruition.  

 I want to get our students' test scores 
up and make this state a national 
leader for education, where it belongs. 
I want to make our homes and 
businesses safer, and make it easier 
for small business owners to pay their 
employees a living wage.  

 A vote for me is a vote for yourselves 
and for a stronger state! 

 
The student wants to maintain the tone of 
a traditional campaign speech established 
in the rest of his notes. Which choice best 
accomplishes this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Now comes the moment for me to 

listen to all you guys who live in this 
great state. 

B. Now comes the moment for me to 
listen to those of you who call this 
great state home.   

C. Now I'll be forced to listen to those of 
you who call this great state home. 

D. Now comes the moment for me to 
listen to the population currently 
residing in this state. 
 

15. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Mr. Jones was a singular man, 
generously endowed in wit and weight.  

 From across the desk, he bore a 
strange resemblance to a beached 
whale, large and wet and 
unexpectedly white.  

 His chair, although mounting an 
admirable resistance to the onslaught 
of flesh, could barely hold his heavy 
frame off the floor.  

 Any man with less self-confidence 
would be self-conscious in such a 
skin, but Mr. Jones seemed to draw 
energy from his very mass.  

 
 



In the last sentence, the student wants to 
emphasize the complex character of Mr. 
Jones by juxtaposing contrasting ideas in 
a repeated parallel structure. Which 
choice best accomplishes this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Pale, supremely poised, and although 

large, he could be fearless and quick 
even when he was covered in sweat. 

B. Although he was sweaty, he was also 
pale; although he was quick, he was 
also fearless; although he was 
supremely poised, he was also large. 

C. Though large, he was quick; though 
sweaty, he was supremely poised; 
though pale, he was fearless. 

D. He was a large man, sweaty and pale, 
but he was also quick, supremely 
poised, and fearless in spite of his 
other qualities. 
 

16. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Scales and arpeggios are skills that 
belong in the repertoire of any pianist.  

 However, it is often the sheer tedium 
of repetition that challenges students.  

 Speed and accuracy can only be 
earned by practice over the long term. 

 
In order to emphasize the importance of 
practicing scales and arpeggios, the 
student wants to repeat the same word in 
the last point of his notes. Which choice 
best accomplishes this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. careful attention to detail when 

practicing, and practice  
B. practicing with careful attention, and 

practicing 
C. practice with careful attention to detail, 

and practice even when it is 
exhausting. 

D. with careful attention to detail, and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Tsar Nicholas II was the last emperor 
of Russia and ruled from 1894 to 
1917.  

 Tasked with balancing diplomatic, 
political, and economic interests in a 
period of intense conflict, he met this 
challenge with an unshakeable 
commitment to absolute autocracy, 
which he believed was an integral part 
of the Russian imperial tradition.  

 Unfortunately, his subsequent 
approach to domestic and 
international affairs negatively 
influenced his public image.  

 
Which choice is most consistent with the 
student’s portrayal of Tsar Nicholas 
throughout the notes? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. As a result of the Tsar's brutality to 

political opponents and the decision to 
remain in the Russo-Japanese War, 
he became known as "Bloody 
Nicholas," a nickname that still 
persists today. 

B. As a result of the Tsar's idiotic 
insistence on remaining in the Russo-
Japanese War and his brutality to 
political opponents, he earned the 
nickname "Bloody Nicholas," which 
still persists today. 

C. Rightfully nicknamed "Bloody 
Nicholas," a term that still persists 
today, the Tsar treated his political 
opponents brutally and foolishly 
refused to exit the Russo-Japanese 
War. 

D. It only makes sense that the Tsar is 
still called "Bloody Nicholas" today, a 
nickname he earned as a result of his 
brutality to political opponents and the 
absurd decision to remain in the 
Russo-Japanese War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



18. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 
As you have heard repeatedly from other 
educators in our school district tonight, the 
arts in our schools are in trouble. These 
programs are not just slowly disappearing; 
they are being dismantled overnight in an 
effort to cut costs. In light of this serious 
issue faced by our children, we ask tonight 
that you please consider donating to the 
Parent Teacher Association's arts 
education fund to help us purchase 
instruments and hire teachers for the arts. 
 
The student wants to maintain the tone of 
an emotional (but still reasonable) appeal 
for donations consistent with the rest of 
the paragraph. Which choice best 
accomplishes this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer:  
 
A. But, study after study has shown us 

that the arts are just one part of 
learning for students.  

B. But, study after study has shown us 
that the arts are pretty important for 
students. 

C. But, study after study has shown us 
that the arts are a matter of life or 
death for students. Not reasonable 

D. But, study after study has shown us 
that the arts are a critical piece of the 
puzzle for students. 
 

19. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Researchers have long warned of 
salinization, the increasing 
concentration of dissolved salts, in 
freshwater ecosystems.  

 Less attention, however, has been 
paid to the role of alkalinization, or 
rising pH, in the salinization process.  

 As observed in a 2018 study led by 
the University of Maryland geology 
professor Sujay Kaushal, alkalinization 
and salinization are crucially linked 
occurrences in North American fresh 
waterways.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student wants to set up the main 
argument of the passage.  Which choice 
best accomplishes this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 

 
A. Given the environmental threat of what 

Kaushal terms “freshwater salinization 
syndrome,” it is imperative that 
scientists take a more holistic 
approach and account for 
alkalinization processes when 
studying waterway salinization. 

B. Given the environmental threat of what 
Kaushal terms “freshwater salinization 
syndrome,” it is imperative that 
scientists keep in mind that the 
syndrome is most prevalent in densely 
populated areas when studying 
waterway salinization. 

C. Given the environmental threat of what 
Kaushal terms “freshwater salinization 
syndrome,” it is imperative that 
scientists recognize symptoms of the 
syndrome, such as infrastructure 
corrosion and contaminant 
mobilization when studying waterway 
salinization. 

D. Given the environmental threat of what 
Kaushal terms “freshwater salinization 
syndrome,” it is imperative that 
scientists consider the research 
methods and technologies used when 
studying waterway salinization. 
 

20. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 

 

 Together, alkalinization and 
salinization pose a double threat to the 
health of freshwater ecosystems and 
the animals that rely on them.   

 Among its many effects, higher salinity 
can cause greater levels of 
phosphates to be leached into rivers 
and streams, fostering the growth of 
harmful algae and bacteria. 

 
The student wants to support the claim 
being made in the paragraph. Which 
choice best accomplishes this goal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Elevated pH, meanwhile, could have 

several causes such as changes in 
weathering, certain fertilizers, or even 
the process of photosynthesis. 

B. Elevated pH, meanwhile, was slightly 
mitigated in some areas following the 
Clean Air Act Amendments in 1990. 

C. Elevated pH, meanwhile, can cause 
ammonium, a nutrient already present 
in water, to convert into toxic ammonia 
gas, resulting in decreased 
biodiversity.  

D. Elevated pH, meanwhile, is the 
opposite of acidification and can 
stimulate the production of nitrate. 

 
21. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 Professional reviewers’ commitment to 
fairness and accuracy should be 
particularly appealing to consumers.  

 For example, a 2014 study found that 
50 percent of those surveyed believed 
that businesses sometimes write 
negative reviews about competitors, 
and a further 18 percent believed 
businesses did so often.  

 The individuals surveyed also thought 
that businesses write positive reviews 
of their own products or services, with 
43 percent of respondents saying this 
happens sometimes and 36 percent 
saying it happens often.  

 Even when they did not suspect direct 
interference from the businesses, 
respondents had doubts about the 
validity of customer reviews: 48 
percent thought that individuals 
sometimes write online reviews 
without purchasing the products or 
services, and 16 percent thought that 
this occurs often. 

 
The student wants to introduce the main 
point of the notes he has made. Which 
choice best accomplishes this goal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choose 1 answer: 
  
A. According to market research, product 

testers try all brands, not just the most 
popular ones. 

B. According to market research, looking 
at nonprofessional reviews makes it 
difficult to spot market trends. 

C. According to market research, 
consumers often prefer the cheapest 
products regardless of quality. 

D. According to market research, people 
have many reservations about online 
customer reviews. 
 

22. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Sometimes the behaviors studied go 
beyond the strictly economic. 

 In a 2013 study, Katherine Milkman 
and two co-authors examined what 
they call “temptation 42 bundling”: 
tying a so-called “want experience” (in 
this case, listening to a favorite 
audiobook) with a so-called “should 
behavior”  

 Milkman found that participants who 
limited their audiobook listening to 
time spent at the gym worked out 51 
percent more frequently than the 
control participants, and 61 percent of 
those in the experimental group even 
purchased gym-only access to 
audiobooks.  

 As Milkman points out, if other kinds of 
temptation bundling options were 
available, such as Netflix subscriptions 
that can be accessed only at a gym, 
more people would make the rational 
decision to exercise more often. 
 

The student wants to provide an example 
that is most consistent with the other 
information in the sentence and the 
paragraph. Which choice best 
accomplishes the goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. (one which they should be doing 

anyway). 
B. (audiobooks were available to them 

while they exercised). 
C. (a behavior they might not enjoy). 
D. (exercising at a gym) 
 
 
 



23. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Conservationists: After years of hard 
work throughout Asia, a new study 
brings good news for the world’s wild 
tigers. According to a new report by 
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF), the 
number of tigers living in the wild may 
have been slowly rising over the last 
several years. If continued surveys 
prove this to be true, this would mark 
the first time in more than a century 
that tiger populations have grown. 

 A scientist: Photographic capture-
recapture and large-scale occupancy 
modeling are now used to estimate 
tiger numbers and range in several 
countries across Asia. (Scientists who 
study other elusive carnivores with 
unique body markings, including 
African wild dogs and wolverines, are 
also employing these approaches.) 
Yet on the whole, although the science 
of tiger population assessment has 
rapidly progressed, its adoption by 
governmental and nongovernmental 
conservation agencies has not, 
whether because of a lack of 
understanding of or comfort with the 
new methods or because the old 
methods cast a more flattering light on 
their efforts. 

 
The student wants to emphasize a 
disparity between the two works. Which 
choice most effectively uses relevant 
information from the notes to accomplish 
this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. A scientist compares and critiques the 

conservation solutions recommended 
by conservationists. 

B. A scientist questions the professional 
credibility of the conservationists. 

C. A scientist suggests several 
applications of the conclusions 
reached by conservationists. 

D. A scientist challenges the reliability of 
research results discussed by 
conservationists. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Lucy Eldine Gonzalez Parsons was a 
political activist. She delivered a 
speech in 1905 on “The Principles of 
Anarchism.” 

 In her speech she said that she cannot 
open her address more appropriately 
than by stating her experience in her 
long connection with the reform 
movement. 

 It was during the great railroad strike 
of 1877 that she first became 
interested in what is known as the 
“Labor Question.” she then thought as 
many thousands of earnests, sincere 
people think, that the aggregate power 
operating in human society, known as 
government, could be made an 
instrument in the hands of the 
oppressed to alleviate their sufferings. 

 But a closer study of the origin, history 
and tendency of governments 
convinced her that this was a mistake. 
She came to understand how 
organized governments used their 
concentrated power to retard progress 
by their ever-ready means of silencing 
the voice of discontent if raised in 
vigorous protest against the 
machinations of the scheming few, 
who always did, always will and 
always must rule in the councils of 
nations where majority rule is 
recognized as the only means of 
adjusting the affairs of the people. 

 
The student wants to introduce the activist 
Lucy and the speech she delivered to a 
new audience. Which choice most 
effectively uses relevant information from 
the notes to accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Lucy came to understand how 

organized governments used their 
concentrated power to retard progress 
by their ever-ready means of silencing 
the voice of discontent if raised in 
vigorous protest against the 
machinations of the scheming few. 

B. In her speech she said that she cannot 
open her address more appropriately 
than by stating her experience in her 
long connection with the reform 
movement. 
 



C. Lucy Eldine Gonzalez Parsons was a 
political activist. She delivered a 
speech in 1905 on “The Principles of 
Anarchism,” in which she said that she 
cannot open her address more 
appropriately than by stating her 
experience in her long connection with 
the reform movement. 

D. It was during the great railroad strike 
of 1877 that she first became 
interested in what is known as the 
“Labor Question.” 

 
25. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 In an experimental study the 
researchers investigated whether twig 
tool use in woodpecker finches is 
acquired socially. This seemed 
plausible since previous studies have 
shown that several forms of tool use in 
primates develop via social learning.  

 The researchers took whole broods 
from the Galapagos Islands; they split 
each brood into two groups: half of the 
chicks were reared with tool-using 
model, and the other half were reared 
with a non-tool-using model.  

 They found that young woodpecker 
finches that never had the opportunity 
to watch tool use develop this ability 
with a similar aptitude and reached 
distinct developmental steps that 
marked the appearance of new tool-
oriented behavior at a similar age as 
their siblings that were given the 
chance to observe tool use in adult 
woodpecker finches.  

 The researchers concluded that, in 
contrast to chimpanzees, social 
learning is not necessary for the 
acquisition of this behavior in 
woodpecker finches. 

 
The student wants to present the primary 
aim of the research study. Which choice 
most effectively uses relevant information 
from the notes to accomplish this goal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. contrast the tool-using behavior of wild 

and captive-raised woodpecker 
finches. 

B. describe experiments intended to 
clarify the benefits of tool use for 
woodpecker finches. 

C. discuss a study of the differences 
between primates and woodpecker 
finches with respect to tool use. 

D. present research that explains the 
development of tool-using behavior in 
woodpecker finches. 
 

26. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Eight years before little Chandler had 
seen his friend off at the North Wall 
and wished him Godspeed. Gallaher 
had got on. Anyone could tell that at 
once by his travelled air, his well-cut 
tweed suit, and his fearless accent. 
Few fellows had talents like his and 
fewer still could remain unspoiled by 
such success. Gallaher’s heart was in 
the right place and he deserved to win. 
It was something to have a friend like 
that. 

 Gallaher invited Little Chandler for 
lunch at the King’s Inn, the great city 
of London where Gallaher lived. As he 
sat at his desk in the King’s Inns, he 
thought about what changes those 
eight years had brought. The friend 
whom he had known under a shabby 
and necessitous guise had become a 
brilliant figure on the London Press.  

 He turned often from his tiresome 
writing to gaze out of the office 
window. He watched the scene and 
thought of life, and (as always 
happened when he thought of life) he 
became sad. A gentle melancholy took 
possession of him.  

 
The student wants to describe the state of 
mind that Gallaher’s return inspires in 
Little Chandler.  Which choice most 
effectively uses relevant information from 
the notes to accomplish this goal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. He is impressed by Gallaher’s success 

even though thinking about it calls to 
mind his own unhappiness. 

B. He is anxious to downplay Gallaher’s 
achievements in an attempt to make 
his own look better. 

C. He envies Gallaher’s remarkable 
success and is angry about how 
Gallaher achieved it. 

D. He admires Gallaher’s rise to fame but 
is thankful that he himself lives a 
relatively inconspicuous life. 

 
27. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 In six lab and field studies, 
researchers explored the effects of 
having a large, dominant competitor 
and found that highlighting a large 
competitor’s size and close proximity 
can help smaller brands, instead of 
harming them compared to when they 
are in competition with brands that are 
similar to them in size or when 
consumers view them outside of a 
competitive context. 

 Small brands see consumer support 
go up when they are faced with a 
competitive threat from large brands. 
This support translates into higher 
purchase intention, more purchases, 
and more favorable online reviews. 

 As part of the research, researchers 
conducted a field study at an 
independent bookstore in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Upon entering the 
bookstore, 163 prospective shoppers 
were exposed to one of three versions 
of an in-store ad, emphasizing either 
the store’s large competitors, small 
competitors or no competition. 
Shoppers who read the “large 
competitors” version were told that the 
store’s main competitors are large 
corporations that have the Ability to 
put small businesses such as this 
bookstore out of business.  

 The “small competitors” version 
indicated the store’s main competitors 
are other locally owned small 
bookstores in Cambridge. In the “no 
competition” version, participants were 
given no information about the 
competitive environment. 
 
 

The student wants to provide the idea that 
consumers’ promotion of a small company 
may extend beyond shopping at its stores. 
Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. consumer support translates into 

higher purchase intention, more 
purchases, and more favorable online 
reviews. 

B. Upon entering the bookstore, 163 
prospective shoppers were exposed to 
one of three versions of an in-store ad, 
emphasizing either the store’s large 
competitors, small competitors or no 
competition. 

C. Shoppers who read the “large 
competitors” version were told that the 
store’s main competitors are large 
corporations that have the ability to put 
small businesses such as this 
bookstore out of business. 

D. small businesses such as this 
bookstore out of business. The “small 
competitors” version indicated the 
store’s main competitors are other 
locally owned small bookstores in 
Cambridge. In the “no competition” 
version, participants were given no 
information about the competitive 
environment. 
 

28. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 A team of scientists led by a 
comparative biologist Eugenia Gold, 
then a graduate student working at the 
American Museum of Natural History, 
focused on the dodo’s (Raphus 
cucullatus, a large, flightless bird) 
capacity of cognition.  

 They used computer tomography 
scanning on a well-preserved R. 
cucullatus skull to create a virtual 
endocast, a 3-D model of the brain 
cavity. The team created similar 
models for eight of the dodo’s 
presumed closed relatives, including 
several extant species and calculated 
the ratio of the brain volume to total 
body mass for each specimen.  

 The ration for the dodo was 
comparable to that of a modern bird 
possessing considerable navigational 
and visual skills and a remarkable 
capacity for learning.  



 Gold’s team concluded that the dodo 
was not all that dim-witted.  

 
The student wants to acknowledge a 
potential objection to the means by which 
Gold and her team reached their 
conclusion. Which choice most effectively 
uses relevant information from the notes 
to accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. While brain volume is not an infallible 

indicator of intelligence, Gold’s team 
concluded that the dodo was not all 
that dim-witted.  

B. comparing the dodo to Neanderthals, 
another underestimated extinct 
species, Gold’s team concluded that 
the dodo was not all that dim-witted.  

C. despite the fact that the dodo is 
extinct, Gold’s team concluded that 
the dodo was not all that dim-witted.  

D. since the dodo’s brain volume was 
correlated to its body size, Gold’s 
team concluded that the dodo was not 
all that dim-witted.  

 
29. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 Species throughout time have been 
shaped by divergent evolution, in 
which a population becomes more 
distinct from the rest of its species as it 
adapts to a habitat.  

 A recent study by biologists Daniel 
Bolnick and William Stutz at the 
University of Texas at Austin shows 
how newcomers to an ecosystem can 
thrive, allowing locally rare traits to 
persist and keeping  different 
populations within the same species 
genetically closer together.  

 The researchers clinched that 
because newcomers face less 
competition, they are able to survive 
more often and pass on their genes in 
their new environment. As a result, the 
pace of divergent evolution, the 
process by which populations within a 
species become genetically different, 
slows. In addition, as genes are 
passed on, genetic variation 
increases.  

 
 
 
 

The student wants to add an effective 
conclusion to the notes he has taken. 
Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Since variation allows species to 

express traits that were once rare but 
are often advantageous, the species 
can rely on diet to survive. 

B. Since variation allows species to 
express traits that were once rare but 
are often advantageous, species’ 
chances of survival grow.  

C. Since variation allows species to 
express traits that were once rare but 
are often advantageous, species can 
survive in both lakes and streams.  

D. Since variation allows species to 
express traits that were once rare but 
are often advantageous, a species’ 
survival depends on its members’ 
relative size. 

 
30. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 When Shelly Palmer—the CEO of a 
technology and marketing company—
returned home from a meeting, he 
found that a family member had 
cleaned and organized his notoriously 
messy desk.  

 Palmer quickly realized that he could 
not find the materials he needed and 
that the space was poorly suited to the 
way he was used to working.  

 Such imposition of order onto a 
worker’s desk occurs on a larger scale 
in many traditional offices, where 
employers implement “clean desk 
policies” based on the notion that 
having too many items on and around 
one’s desk can be distracting, 
hampering an employee’s 
performance.  

 
The student wants to effectively set up the 
main claim of his notes. Which choice 
most effectively uses relevant information 
from the notes to accomplish this goal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choose 1 answer 
  

A. As it turns out, the state of an 
employee’s desk can reflect a number 
of things about an employee’s 
personality. 

B. As experts confirm, employees can 
work more efficiently by organizing 
their materials according to how 
frequently they use them.  

C. Some companies have gone to the 
extreme of distributing detailed 
handbooks explaining what employees 
should and should not keep at their 
desks.  

D. Researchers have been challenging 
that idea, however—and employers 
would be wise to listen. 
 

31. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 To suppress free speech is awfully 
wrong. It violates the rights of the 
hearer as well as those of the speaker.  

 It is just as criminal to rob a man of his 
right to speak and hear as it would be 
to rob him of his money. Frederick 
Douglass has no doubt that Boston 
will vindicate this right. But in order to 
do so, there must be no concessions 
to the enemy. When a man is allowed 
to speak because he is rich and 
powerful, it aggravates the crime of 
denying the right to the poor and 
humble. The principle must rest upon 
its own proper basis. And until the 
right is accorded to the humblest as 
freely as to the most exalted citizen, 
the government of Boston is but an 
empty name, and its freedom a 
mockery.  

 A man’s right to speak does not 
depend upon where he was born or 
upon his color. The simple quality of 
manhood is the solid basis of the 
right—and there let it rest forever. 

 
The student wants to emphasize on the 
central claim. Which choice most 
effectively uses relevant information from 
the notes to accomplish this goal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Free speech is a right that exists 

independently of the circumstances of 
one’s birth.  

B. Free speech is a right that must be 
used to abolish social injustices such 
as slavery.  

C. Free speech is a right that is 
frequently not appreciated by the 
American public.  

D. Free speech is a right that is most 
often abused by people with power 
and means. 
 

32. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 Macdonald dated a volcanic region, 
called the Franklin Large Igneous 
Province (LIP).  

 Macdonald and Robin Wordsworth 
used a combination of geologic 
evidence and modeling to test whether 
the Franklin LIP (Large Igneous 
Province) could be the culprit for 
extreme climatic cooling due to its 
volcanic activity. That is because of a 
unique combination of factors: First, 
the Franklin LIP formed in an area rich 
in sulfur; as it erupted, large plumes of 
hot gas and dust would have lofted 
sulfur particles kilometers into the air. 
Sulfur particles block the incoming sun 
and also keep heat from escaping 
Earth, which can create either a 
warming or cooling effect, depending 
on the location.  

 That’s why the next piece of physical 
evidence is key—geologic records 
show the Franklin LIP sat at the 
equator where Earth receives more 
solar energy than the amount of heat it 
radiates back out to space.  

 According to the researchers’ model, if 
enough sulfur particles reached high 
enough into the atmosphere at this 
equatorial location, it would block 
enough of the sun’s incoming energy 
to trigger runaway cooling. 

 
The student wants to prove that Franklin 
LIP is a culprit for extreme climatic 
cooling. Which choice most effectively 
uses relevant information from the notes 
to accomplish this goal? 
 
 
 
 



Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Large plumes of hot gas and dust 

would have lofted sulfur particles 
kilometers into the air 

B. Franklin LIP’s volcanic activity forms 
an area rich in sulfur and franklin LIP 
sitting at the equator results in 
blocking enough of the sun’s incoming 
energy to trigger runaway cooling. 

C. Earth receives more solar energy than 
the amount of heat it radiates back out 
to space. 

D. According to the researchers’ model, 
enough sulfur particles reach high 
enough into the atmosphere at the 
equatorial location. 

 
33. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 Providing employees with learning 
opportunities communicates positive 
expectations because such activities 
signal to employees that they possess 
skills and abilities worth developing.  

 In 2009, researchers in the 
Netherlands surveyed 904 manager-
employee pairs from a variety of 
professions and found that the 
managers who had higher 
expectations of their employees 
provided them with more opportunities 
for learning.  

 However, the research team noted 
that some bosses were biased; they 
made these activities available only to 
employees they considered to have 
high potential- a behavior that risks 
creating a situation in which 
employees considered to have low 
potential fail to develop their skills.  

 Inspite of inevitable failure, 
supervisiors should make these 
experiences available to all.  

 
The student has taken these extra notes 
after making earlier notes ‘such as 
attending a professional conference or 
taking an online course’ suggest him how 
should he use this extra information he 
collected.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. He should use it as an illustration 

since it clarifies the main point of his 
notes by offering examples of learning 
opportunities.  

B. He should use it as a paradox 
because it provides a valid 
counterpoint to a claim about 
performance made in the notes. 

C. He should use it as a main point as it 
effectively sets up the discussion of 
the research that follows in his notes 

D. He should use it as an introduction for 
a reason that it brings together a detail 
that strengthens the argument about 
employer expectation.  

 
 

34. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 A pale-blue skyline rimmed with ash 
gray guided the Audi along the 
interstate. Job drove in silence until 
Job and his wife reached a junction 
and turned off onto a two-lane road.  

 Zonta, the town that would be Ifi’s new 
home, was twenty or thirty miles south 
of the Red Cloud reservation, and 
south of Zonta was Omaha, where Job 
said he went to medical school.  

 They would meet Gladys and Emeka 
in Omaha for dinner. This was also 
where Job commuted to work each 
night. Zonta, Nebraska, was a town 
whose name meant? trusted flat 
waters? The Indians had named it 
that. Job told his wife this as they sped 
over concrete roads surrounded by 
flats ankle-deep in snow.  

 One year, he said, in the middle of 
winter, there were several hot days, 
and it all melted.? River drained into 
street? Job said, thrusting one finger 
along the skyline. He had finally 
understood what the name meant. 

 
The student wants to emphasize how Job 
is reminded of the exact name of the 
place. Which choice most effectively uses 
relevant information from the notes to 
accomplish this goal? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Previous weather events affected Job 

by showing him how the region's 
climate can be unpredictable. 

B. Previous weather events affected Job 
by leading him to recognize the 
aptness of a particular place name. 

C. Previous weather events affected Job 
by indicating that his assumptions 
about snow were groundless. 

D. Previous weather events affected Job 
by disrupting his daily commute to 
Omaha temporarily. 
 

35. While researching a topic, a student has 
taken the following notes: 
 

 A 150-plus wedding party, a business 
conference, and a family reunion have 
all 2 plummeted on the hotel grounds 
in the same weekend.  

 Ballrooms need tables and food; the 
front desk and cleaning staff need to 
be supervised and require shift 
assignments; and all of the other hotel 
guests not affiliated with these large-
scale affairs also must have 3 his 
needs met.  

 If this sounds like a massive enterprise 
that requires a level-headed, 
experienced leader, it is. This is the 
role of the hotel’s General Manager.  

 The work is challenging and requires 
long hours and hefty responsibility but 
can be rewarding for those who 
undertake it. 

 The rigorous career path of hotel 
management provides challenges, as 
well as many rewards. For the hotel 
manager juggling three major events 
in one weekend, these rewards come 
in various forms: The business 
conference runs like clockwork. The 
family reunion fills the hotel with 
chatter and laughter. A happy 
customer offers a word of thanks. 

The student wants to provide a supporting 
example consistent with the frame set up 
in his notes. Which choice most effectively 
uses relevant information from the notes 
to accomplish this goal? 
 

 

 

 

 

Choose 1 answer: 

A. Customer complaints allow managers 
to improve. 

B. The wedding is a picture-perfect 
celebration. 

C. The hotel manager enjoys working 
with a large hotel staff. 

D. business executives discuss crucial 
issues at their conference. 
 

36. While researching a topic, a student 
has taken the following notes: 
 

 In November of 1948, Chambers 
faced a slander suit from Alger Hiss, 
one of his former compatriots whom 
he had reluctantly identified as a 
communist in a public interview. 

 Although Chambers had deliberately 
chosen not to reveal the microfilm, the 
legal attack convinced him to tacitly 
admit its existence to Robert Stripling, 
the chief investigator of HUAC. When 
two investigators traveled to 
Chambers’ farmhouse the following 
evening, he led them to the backyard 
and revealed the evidence hidden 
inside the hollow pumpkin.  

 Many people still believed that Alger 
Hiss was innocent: while some 
sources argue that the actual content 
of the microfilm had little relevance to 
the case, others suggest that the 
sequential public interest created 
pressure for a careful verdict. 

 However, there is no question that the 
indictment of Alger Hiss in December 
represented both a triumph and a 
tragedy. 

 
The student wants to conclude with a 
strong, memorable reference that 
captures the broad historical significance 
of the struggle noted by him. Which 
choice most effectively uses relevant 
information from the notes to accomplish 
this goal? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. The conflict between these two men 

was only a microcosm of the massive, 
destructive struggle between two 
incompatible philosophies; perhaps it 
is best summarized by Richard Nixon 
as a struggle “dependent upon the 
question of identity.” 

B. The conflict between these two men 
was only a microcosm of the massive, 
destructive struggle between two 
incompatible philosophies; perhaps it 
is best summarized by Robert 
Stripling’s comment at one of the 
many hearings: “you are a remarkable 
and agile young man, Mr. Hiss.” 

C. The conflict between these two men 
was only a microcosm of the massive, 
destructive struggle between two 
incompatible philosophies; perhaps it 
is best summarized by Whittaker 
Chambers' own phrase, “a tragedy of 
history.” 

D. The conflict between these two men 
was only a microcosm of the massive, 
destructive struggle between two 
incompatible philosophies; perhaps it 
is best summarized by Alger Hiss’s 
statement that he would do everything 
in his means “to get at the truth.” 
 

37. While researching a topic, a student 
has taken the following notes: 
 

 It seems like something out of a 
Robert Ludlum spy novel.  

 Someone tries to coerce you into 
revealing your computer security 
passwords. You might be tempted to 
give in, but it is impossible for you to 
reveal your authentication credentials.  

 you do not actually know them 
because they are safely buried deep 
within your subconscious. Sounds a 
bit extreme just to make sure no one 
can log on to your laptop or 
smartphone, but a team of 
researchers from Stanford and 
Northwestern universities as well as 
SRI International is nonetheless 
experimenting at the computer-
cognitive- and neuroscience 
intersection to combat identity theft 
and shore up cyber security-by taking 
advantage of the human brain’s innate 
abilities to learn and recognize 
patterns. 

 

The student wants to emphasize the main 
purpose of the information he collected in 
his notes. Which choice most effectively 
uses relevant information from the notes 
to accomplish this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. show that science and literature have 

more in common than most people 
realize. 

B. explain a seemingly new technology 
by showing that it has actually been in 
use for years. 

C. demonstrate that the technologies 
discussed in the article are too 
complex for most readers to 
understand. 

D. introduce the subject with a compelling 
hypothetical scenario. 

 
38. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 The young boy who had been Dong 
Moy Shu became Dong Kingman. The 
name Kingman was selected for its 
two parts: “king” and “man”; 
Cantonese for “scenery” and 
“composition.”  

 As Kingman developed as a painter, 
his works were often compared to 
paintings by Chinese landscape artists 
dating back to CE 960, a time when a 
strong tradition of landscape painting 
emerged in Chinese art.   

 Kingman, however, departed from that 
tradition in a number of ways, most 
notably in that he chose to focus not 
on natural landscapes, such as 
mountains and rivers, but on cities. His 
fine brushwork conveys detailed 
street-level activity: a peanut vendor 
pushing his cart on the sidewalk, a 
pigeon pecking for crumbs around a 
fire hydrant, an old man tending to a 
baby outside a doorway.  

 His broader brush strokes and 
sponge-painted shapes create 
majestic city skylines. To art critics 
and fans alike, these city scenes 
represent the innovative spirit of 
twentieth-century urban Modernism. 

 
The student wants to complete the 
sentence with a third example of a detail 
Kingman uses to create his majestic city 
skylines. Which choice most effectively 
uses relevant information from the notes 
to accomplish this goal? 



Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. For instance, skyscrapers towering in 

the background, bridges connecting 
neighborhoods on either side of a 
river, delicately painted creatures, 
such as a tiny, barely visible cat 
prowling in the bushes of a park.  

B. For instance, skyscrapers towering in 
the background, bridges connecting 
neighborhoods on either side of a 
river, exquisitely lettered street and 
storefront signs.  

C. For instance, skyscrapers towering in 
the background, bridges connecting 
neighborhoods on either side of a 
river, other details that help define 
Kingman’s urban landscapes.  

D. For instance, skyscrapers towering in 
the background, bridges connecting 
neighborhoods on either side of a 
river, enormous ships docking at busy 
urban ports. 

 
39. While researching a topic, a student has 

taken the following notes: 
 

 Madagascar's plants are just as 
diverse as its animals, with over 
12,000 species of plants found on the 
island and nowhere else on earth. The 
tallest species of palm tree on the 
island, Tahina spectabilis, reaches 
heights of over 60 feet.  

 Botanists and island residents alike 
assumed the plants were unusually tall 
specimens of another palm species 
until they were surprised by one tree's 
sudden flowering. It produced a 
bizarre-looking shoot that resembled a 
pine tree with each branch bearing 
hundreds of bunches of tiny white 
flowers.  

 To date, only about three dozen of 
These intriguing trees are known to 
exist in the wild. This palm tree was 
among the 600 previously unknown 
species discovered on Madagascar in 
just the first decade of the twenty-first 
century. The habitats that these 
species call home, though, are under 
threat. Over 23 million people live on 

the island, and the human population 
is growing. Most people on the island 
make their living as farmers, and they 
have to cut down forests to create 
fields for crops.  
 
 

 Some scientists theorize that the 
larger forces of Climate change are 
having an effect, too. Temperatures 
are rising and rainfall patterns are 
changing. Species that have adapted 
to very specific, small ranges may now 
find them unsuitable habitats. 

 
The student wants to conclude his 
research topic with an optimistic outlook 
on the problem raised in the notes. Which 
choice most effectively uses relevant 
information from the notes to accomplish 
this goal? 
 
Choose 1 answer: 
 
A. Madagascar's human population has 

been growing steadily at the rate of 
2.8 percent a year, which means 
forest will continue to be sacrificed to 
grow both subsistence crops like 
cassava and cash crops like coffee 
and vanilla. 

B. Madagascar's gross domestic product, 
however, is closely linked to the prices 
of coffee on the commodities market, 
and thus should continue to increase 
over the next decade, providing its 
human population with a higher 
standard of living. 

C. Moreover, many of Madagascar's 
unique creatures such as lemurs and 
chameleons are frequently captured 
and trafficked to other countries to be 
sold on the illegal market for exotic 
pets, further reducing populations in 
the wild. 

D. Some encouraging studies, however, 
show that some of Madagascar's 
unique species are altering their 
behavior in response to their new 
environments, and may still be able to 
thrive in their changing habitats 

  



Home Assignment -Answer key 
 

1 A 21 D 

2 C 22 D 

3 B 23 D 

4 B 24 C 

5 D 25 D 

6 A 26 A 

7 A 27 A 

8 A 28 A 

9 B 29 B 

10 C 30 D 

11 B 31 A 

12 C 32 B 

13 B 33 A 

14 B 34 B 

15 C 35 B 

16 C 36 C 

17 A 37 D 

18 D 38 D 

19 A 39 D 

20 C   

 

 


