
Standard English Conventions 2 
Home Assignment 

 

Conventional Expression 
 
1. Even though Marine had found evidence 

that Herman Newton-not Isaac Newton-
discovered universal gravitation, her 
professors argued that her theory didn't 
hold on. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. an argument. 
C. water. 
D. a candle. 

 
2. Although the black diamond ski run was 

clearly marked, Simon skied out of 
bounds in order to beat his opponent to 
the bottom of the mountain. 

 
A.  NO CHANGE 
B.  boundless 
C.  out on bounds 
D.  outside of bounds 

 
3. For all intensive purposes, Washington 

High School has ceased to be an 
academic institution, it has been 
converted into an independent theater. 

A.  
A. NO CHANGE 
B. For all intents and purposes 
C. For all intense purposes 
D. For extensive purposes 

 
4. The special combo at the Japanese 

restaurant consists with yellowtail, 
salmon, and snapper. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. from 
C. in 
D. of 

 
5. Do you have any insight in the reason 

why the mangrove finch's habitat has 
decreased to a size of just twelve city 
blocks? 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. on 
C. into 
D. upon 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Jane disapproves at her friends' failure 
to remove their shoes before entering 
her house. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. in 
C. of  
D. DELETE the underlined portion 

 
7. Joe became indifferent of his babysitter 

after she wrongly accused him of 
stealing cookies from the cookie jar. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. at 
C. towards 
D. of 

 
8. While the imp was preoccupied on 

devouring its breakfast, Link tip-toed 
behind the imp and slayed it with his 
sword. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. in 
C. at 
D. with 

 
9. People often do not have control in the 

circumstances in their lives. 
 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. for  
C. over 
D. at 

 
10. Do not mull on your losses, Focus on the 

wins! 
 

A. NO CHANGE  
B. at 
C. over 
D. onto 

 
11. "You can be a real pain about the neck," 

said the man, cleaning up his dog's 
mess. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. of 
C. by 
D. in 

 
 



12. A Japanese electronics company has 
invented a new type of rubber that 
generates electricity in stretching 

 
A. NO CHANGE  
B. when stretched. 
C. over stretching. 
D. under stretch. 

 
13. The environmentalist spoke to the 

audience about the advantages of lab-
grown meat, but her words appeared to 
go on one ear and out the other. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. over 
C. under 
D. in 

 
14. Identifying the right ratchet in the messy 

toolbox was like finding a needle with a 
haystack. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. in 
C. as 
D. through 

 
15. She forgot to clock when at work, so she 

had to manually enter her hours later. 
 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. after 
C. in 
D. until 

 
16. When the third customer came in with an 

expired coupon, the waitress flew on the 
handle. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. from  
C. off 
D. over 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17. The tortoise won the race against the 
hare, fair but square. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. if 
C. with 
D. and 

 
18. After seeing the judges' scores, the 

Olympian felt that she had the 
competition in the bag 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. some 
C. a 
D. another 

 
19. Katherine scraped the bottom on the 

barrel to fund her trip to Nepal, using 
every cent in her bank account 

 
A. NO CHANGE  
B. of the 
C. from the 
D. DELETE the underlined passage 

 
20. After hearing the good news about his 

final exam grade, Matt jumped at joy. 
 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. after 
C. from 
D. for 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Conventional Expression - Answer Key  
 

Q.no Answer Key Q.no Answer Key 

1 C 11 D 

2 A 12 B 

3 B 13 D 

4 D 14 B 

5 C 15 C 

6 C 16 C 

7 C 17 D 

8 D 18 A 

9 C 19 B 

10 C 20 D 

  



Parallelism 
 

1. Edwin Sabuhoro is taking a new 
approach to wildlife poaching prevention: 
luring poachers away from crime by 
trained them to become farmers. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. training 
C. train 
D. trains 

 
2. After analyzing the rhythms in Ludwig 

van Beethoven's music, a team of 
cardiologists and music experts 
concluded that the composer may have 
been observing and to transpose the 
patterns of an irregular heartbeat. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. transposing 
C. transpose 
D. to transposition 

 
3. Visitors to Arkansas's Crater of 

Diamonds State Park are allowed to 
search for and keeping any diamonds on 
park grounds. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. kept 
C. to keeping 
D. keep 

 
4. By the year 2030, New York City aims to 

recycle and/ or composts all of its 
garbage. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. composting 
C. compost 
D. composted 

 
5. The fennec fox hunts at night, digs out 

dens in sand, and mate for life. 
 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. mated 
C. mates 
D. has mated 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6. When the knock-knock joke was first 
invented in the 1930s, critics complained 
that it was absurd, falsely intellectual, 
and worrying about its overwhelming 
popularity. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. were unhappy with its popularity. 
C. overly popular. 
D. were worrying it was too popular. 

 
7. Footgolf players must follow several 

rules, including wearing proper golf 
attire, kicking the ball in a single 
movement, and waiting to play until the 
ball has come to a complete rest. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. kicked 
C. to kick 
D. having kicked 

 
8. Hair archaeologist Janet Stephens 

recreates ancient hairstyles, weaving 
with a needle, designing hairpieces, and 
uses period-appropriate styling tools. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. is using 
C. used 
D. using 

 
9. Beau could not decide whether he 

should become an astronaut or going to 
school to become a doctor. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. a doctor. 
C. will go to university to study 

medicine. 
D. develop into a doctor. 

 
10. The two figures in the painting American 

Gothic are based on the artist's sister's 
face and his dentist. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. sister and his dentist's face. 
C. sister's face and dentist. 
D. sister and dentist. 

 
  



11. To demonstrate his interest in the 
University of California, Los Angeles, 
Sam visited the campus, interviewed 
with the admissions officers, and has 
attended several classes. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. attended 
C. attend 
D. attending 

 
12. Henry had the luxury of choosing 

between serving as in-house counsel for 
a growing fast food company and being 
a speechwriter for Hillary Clinton. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. be 
C. become 
D. in being 

 
13. Little Red Riding Hood sauntered down 

the stairs, will whip her cape, and 
encountered the Big Bad Wolf. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. whip 
C. whipped 
D. whips 

 
14. To land a job as a marketing agent, 

Joanne used a number of networking 
techniques, such as joining professional 
trade groups, playing at golf courses, 
and hosted potlucks. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. hosting 
C. host 
D. was hosting 

 
15. The warrior wielded his ruby-hilted 

sword, will twirl it in the air, and slayed 
the ugly dragon. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. twirl 
C. twirled 
D. having twirled 

 
16. The witch created an evil scheme by 

disguising herself and enticing Snow 
White to eat the apple. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. entice 
C. enticed 
D. having enticed 

 

17. Jill was kind, thoughtful, and being 
considerate to her friends. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. considerate 
C. considered 
D. consider 

 
18. Bob could not decide between 

transitioning to a career in education and 
stay in the field of law. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. staying 
C. stayed 
D. into staying 

 
19. Henry seeks to gain experience in the 

field of education and acquiring 
knowledge about online platforms. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. will acquire 
C. acquired 
D. to acquire 

 
20. Sally aims to reach and retain one 

million users by the end of the year. 
 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. retaining 
C. retained 
D. would retain 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Parallelism - Answer Key 
 

Q.no Answer Key Q.no Answer Key 

1 B 11 B 

2 B 12 A 

3 D 13 C 

4 C 14 B 

5 C 15 C 

6 C 16 A 

7 A 17 B 

8 D 18 B 

9 B 19 D 

10 D 20 A 

  



Logical Comparison 
 
1. Henrietta's flock of backyard chickens 

produced more eggs than her 
neighborhood. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. the rest of the neighborhood's 

chickens. 
C. her suburb. 
D. her friend, Sean. 

 
2. Like humans, similar traits in monkeys 

spend more time together. 
 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. similar monkey traits 
C. monkeys with similar traits 
D. traits that are similar in monkeys 

 
3. The world's first "Global Family 

Reunion," held in New York, is probably 
much larger than any of your own family. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. family trees. 
C. families. 
D. family gatherings. 

 
4. The Tibetan system of meditation is 

more closely tied to its surrounding 
culture than Zen meditation. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. that of Zen meditation. 
C. those of Zen meditation. 
D. the Zen meditation. 

 
5. San Francisco's Conservatory of 

Flowers boasts a public collection of 
high-altitude orchids larger than any 
other in the world. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. any other orchids. 
C. any botanical garden in the world. 
D. any other conservatory. 

 
6. The ratio of pit to flesh in an avocado is 

much larger than a peach. 
 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. the pit of a peach. 
C. the flesh of a peach. 
D. that of a peach. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7. The New York Times' Op-ed Twitter feed 
contains more messages than other 
newspapers.  

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. that of other newspapers. 
C. other feeds. 
D. those of other feeds. 

 
 

8. Berenika's rendering of the Chopin 
nocturne was more impressive than her 
Chopin etude. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. those of the Chopin etude. 
C. that of the Chopin etude.  
D. the Chopin etude. 

 
9. Though humans and birds both produce 

sound through the same physical 
mechanisms, they use different organs 
to do so. A bird's syrinx-produced 
vocalization is located much deeper in 
the chest than its human counterpart, 
the larynx. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. syrinx-produced vocalizations are  
C. sounds, produced in the syrinx are 
D. sound-producing syrinx is 

 
10. Against the onslaught of wind and rain, 

the cable stood as dauntless as the 
strength of a giant oak tree. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. a giant oak tree. 
C. the size of a giant oak tree. 
D. an oak tree's gigantic height. 

 
11. The writings of John Locke, unlike 

Thomas Hobbes, emphasize the idea 
that people are by nature both 
reasonable and tolerant. 

 
A. No change  
B. those of 
C. that of 
D. unlike that of 

 
  



12. Company officials announced that there 
would be no major changes made to the 
eligibility requirements for its benefits 
package, an offering that makes its plan 
more generous than other major 
retailers. 

 
A. No change  
B. That of 
C. Those of 
D. Any other 

 
13. As a part of its application, the university 

asks students to compose a short essay 
in which they compare their educational 
interests and goals to that of other 
students 

 
A. No change 
B. Other students  
C. With that of 
D. Those of 

 
14. David Cerny, the daring Czech sculptor 

who shook the eastern European world 
during the 1990s, has been accused of 
pursuing an artistic and political rebellion 
that is bolder and louder than his 
predecessors 

 
A. No change  
B. Those of 
C. His predecessors were 
D. That of 

 
15. Unlike dyslexia, people with dysgraphia 

often suffer from fine motor skills 
problems that leave them unable to write 
clearly. 

 
A. No change  
B. Unlike those with dyslexia 
C. Unlike than that of dyslexia 
D. Unlike that of 

 
16. Today's neuroscientists, unlike thirty 

years ago, have access to sophisticated 
instrumentation that has only been 
developed over the past decade. 

 
A. No change.  
B. That of 
C. Those who were 
D. Those of 

 
 
 
 
 
 

17. Across the United States, companies are 
taking advantage not only of retirees' 
expertise and in addition their desire to 
stay involved and engaged with the 
world through work. 

 
A. No change 
B. but also of 
C. and in addition  
D. additionally to 

 
18. After weeks of protests, the workers 

have finally agreed to discuss dispute 
with both outside mediators in addition to 
company officials. 

 
A. No change 
B. along with 
C. also with 
D. and 

 
19. Archaeologists have long been far more 

puzzled by members of the Saqqaq 
culture, the oldest known inhabitants of 
Greenland, than by those of other 
prehistoric North American cultures. 

 
A. No change 
B. Other 
C. By that of  
D. Of 

 
20. In ancient Greece, women were not 

allowed to vote or hold property, their 
status differing from slaves only in name. 

 
A. No change  
B. that of 
C. those of 
D. than those of 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Logical Comparison - Answer Key 
 

Q.no Answer Key Q.no Answer Key 

1 B 11 B 

2 C 12 C 

3 D 13 D 

4 B 14 B 

5 A 15 B 

6 D 16 D 

7 C 17 B 

8 C 18 D 

9 D 19 A 

10 B 20 B 

  



It’s and Their 
 

1. "There're only as sick as their skin is 
slick," the doctor said, which I thought 
was a  terrible diagnosis. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Their 
C. They're 
D. There 

 
2. The Supreme Court justices will rule 

later today, but for now, their decision is 
pending. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. they're 
C. there 
D. theirs 

 
3. Basketball players are known for they're 

agility and hand-eye coordination. 
 

A. NO CHANGE 
B. their 
C. its 
D. there 

 
4. When it was released in 1939, "The 

Wizard of Oz" was a commercial 
disappointment, barely making back it's 
budget at the box office. 

 
A. No change 
B. Its  
C. There 
D. Their 

 
5. While their connection to major league 

sports is only a few decades old, the 
bobblehead doll has origins that stretch 
back centuries. 

 
A. No change 
B. there 
C. its  
D. it's 

 
6. Despite it's name, vitamin D is not 

technically a vitamin because it is 
produced by the body. (Choose 1 
answer) 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. its 
C. they're 
D. their 

 
 
 

 
 

7. While pumpkins, squash, and zucchini 
may look and taste different, their 
actually all the same species of plant. 
(Choose 1 answer) 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. its 
C. it's 
D. they're 

 
8. As the parade winds its way through 

Chinatown, the music crescendos, and 
the lion dance reaches it's climax with 
the "plucking of the greens." 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Its 
C. there 
D. their 

 
9. Upon the arrival of the digital camera, 

professional photographers harrumphed 
that they produced ugly, low-resolution 
images. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. it 
C. one 
D. he or she 

 
10. To take a wet plate photograph, 

photographers usually first arrange or 
pose it's subjects before mixing collodion 
(a viscous, light-sensitive chemical 
solution) with bromide, iodide, or 
chloride and applying the mixture to a 
clean, polished glass plate. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. its 
C. there 
D. their 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Its and Their - Answer Key 

Q.no Answer Key 

1 C 

2 A 

3 B 

4 B 

5 C 

6 B 

7 D 

8 B 

9 B 

10 D 

  



Verb Forms and Tenses 
 

1. Scientists are long believing that this 
structure enables complex tasks by 
sequestering skilled movement to a 
single hemisphere without sacrificing 
coordination between both sides of the 
body; this sequestration would explain 
handedness, the tendency to 
consistently prefer one hand over the 
other, in humans. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. will long be believing 
C. have long believed 
D. long believe 

 
2. This is not to say that fare-free public 

transportation is always a bad idea. 
Some college towns and resort 
communities embrace the model 
because buses can go faster when 
drivers would not have had to collect 
fares. 

 
A. NO CHANGE  
B. do not have 
C. did not have 
D. will not have 

 
3. Wet plate photos are marvelously fine-

grained and detailed, and they seem to 
glow with an ethereal silvery light. One 
misstep or a speck of dust on the glass 
plate, though, and flaws appear. 
Smudges resembling oyster shells swirl 
around the photos' edges. Sunbursts or 
streaks emerge where collodion pools 
unevenly. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. will have swirled 
C. have swirled 
D. swirled 

 
4. As a result, organic material that is sent 

to landfills contribute to the release of 
methane, a very potent greenhouse gas. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. are contributing 
C. contributes  
D. have contributed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5. A short list of inventions developed by 
NASA includes communications 
satellites, invisible braces, and cordless 
tools. All these inventions spawns new 
industries, and with those industries, 
jobs. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. spawned 
C. has spawned 
D. spawning  

 
6. The most common forms of professional 

development provided to employees 
includes coaching, mentoring, technical 
assistance, and workshops 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. include  
C. including 
D. has included 

 
7. From its beginning, the movement had 

opposed the standardization of taste that 
fast food chains promote. For example, 
a McDonald's hamburger made in 
Boston tastes more or less the same as 
one made in Beijing. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. opposes  
C. will oppose 
D. has opposed 

 
8. The experiment confirmed their 

suspicions when half of the lake 
containing the phosphates was teeming 
with blue-green algae. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. were teeming 
C. are teeming 
D. teems 

 
  



9. More transformations would take place 
in the medium as the Silver Age gave 
way to the Bronze and Modern (and 
possibly Postmodern) Ages. Such efforts 
have yielded diminishing returns, as 
even the complete relaunch of DC 
Comics' superhero, line in 2011 has 
failed to arrest the steep two-decade 
decline of comic book sales. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. would have yielded  
C. were yielding 
D. will yield 

 
10. Because CT scanners can map objects 

that are impossible to excavate, CT 
scanning and 3-D printing can also be 
used to reproduce fossils that scientists 
cannot observe firsthand. For example, 
researchers from the National Museum 
of Brazil has relied on this technique to 
study a fossilized skeleton that was 
discovered protruding from a rock at an 
old São Paulo railroad site. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. relied 
C. will rely  
D. is relying 

 
11. The centerpiece of the work was 

dominated by images of native people 
being oppressed and including an eagle 
symbolizing the United States 
Siqueiros's political message did not 
please the wealthy citizens who had 
commissioned his work 

 
A. NO CHANGE  
B. included 
C. includes  
D. had included 

 
12. Not all research into regional English 

varieties requires such time, effort, and 
resources, however. Today's 
researchers have found that the 
veritable army of trained volunteers 
traveling the country conducting face-to-
face interviews can sometimes be 
replaced by another army: the vast array 
of individuals volunteering details about 
their lives through social media. 

 
A. NO CHANGE  
B. are requiring 
C. have required 
D. require 

 

13. Like any other health problems, these 
ailments can increase employee 
absenteeism, which, in turn, is costly for 
employers. Employees who feel less 
than 100 percent and are sleep deprived 
are also less prone to work at their 
maximal productivity. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. are 
C. is being 
D. have been 

 
14. Some of the earliest known works of art, 

including paintings and drawings tens of 
thousands of years old found on cave 
walls in Spain and France, portrays 
animals, artistic homage to our fellow 
creatures has not entirely died out in the 
millennia since, as the example of one 
museum in Russia shows. 

 
A. NO CHANGE  
B. portraying 
C. portray 
D. has portrayed 

 
15. While they await for service, patrons can 

enjoy coffee and snacks and mingle with 
their neighbors in need. 

 
A. NO CHANGE  
B. awaiting 
C. they waited  
D. waiting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Verb forms and Tenses - Answer Key 

Q.no Answer Key Q.no Answer Key 

1 C 9 A 

2 B 10 B 

3 A 11 B 

4 C 12 A 

5 B 13 A 

6 B 14 C 

7 D 15 D 

8 A   

 


