
Standard English Conventions 3 
Home Assignment 

 

Boundaries  
 

1. Although there are more than 2000 
varieties of cheese in the world. The 
most widely consumed in mozzarella. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. world, the 
C. world; the 
D. world the 

 
2. While they are fierce rivals when playing 

on opposite sides of the net Serena and 
Venus Williams together have won 13 
Grand Slam titles in doubles tennis. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. net, Serena 
C. net. Serena 
D. net; Serena 

 
3. Crows and ravens are both large, black 

birds, they can be distinguished by the 
difference in their voices. The American 
Crow makes a "caw, caw, caw" sound, 
whereas the Common Raven articulates 
deep, croaking vocals. 

 
A.  NO CHANGE 
B.  birds. Distinguished 
C.  birds they can be distinguished by 
D.  birds. They can be distinguished by 

 
4. Hindus routinely bathe in India's sacred 

Ganges river. Also home to the Ganges 
shark. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. river, also 
C. river; also 
D. river and this river is also 

 
5. The Credible Hulk was much more 

reasonable than the Incredible Hulk. 
Supporting his arguments with data 
before engaging in smashing. 

 
A.  NO CHANGE 
B.  Hulk supporting 
C.  Hulk; supporting 
D.  Hulk, supporting 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Ironically, John Marin's 1822 painting, 
"Destruction of Pompeii and 
Herculaneum." Was itself destroyed in a 
1928 London flood. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Herculaneum" in a 1928 London 

flood. 
C. Herculaneum" which destroyed in a 

London flood. was 
D. Herculaneum," was itself destroyed 

in a 1928 London flood. 
 

7. In standard and business 
communication, it is always important to 
use appropriate punctuation. However, 
according to Celia Klin of Binghamton 
University, using a period at the end of a 
text message can lead the recipient to 
doubt the message's sincerity. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. punctuation, however, according 
C. punctuation however, according 
D. punctuation however according 

 
8. "Free-range" parenting, which functions 

on the assumption that children should 
be able to explore their environment 
without constant parental supervision, is 
gaining popularity and the movement 
has even created playgrounds where 
kids can set fires and play in salvage 
heaps.  

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. popularity. The 
C. popularity, the 
D. popularity: and the 

 
9. Despite their gentle and amiable 

personalities, Dachshunds were bred to 
be hunters, their shape allowed them to 
scurry down burrows after small animals. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. hunters. Their 
C. hunters: their  
D. hunters, and in addition, their 

 
  



10. Totem poles are carvings that feature 
various symbols or figures, they can 
serve as a family crest, a grave marker, 
or even as a "shame pole" for public 
ridicule. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. figures. They 
C. figures, and also, they  
D. figures, and in addition they 

 
11. The most important architect to emerge 

from the urbane and innovative "Chicago 
School" was Louis Sullivan. Who 
enjoyed creating "democratic" structures 
that enhanced the actions of the people 
using them. He completed his first 
skyscraper, the Wainwright Building, in 
St. Louis, Missouri in 1891. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Sullivan, who enjoyed creating 

"democratic" structures that 
enhanced the actions of the people 
using them. He  

C. Sullivan who enjoyed creating 
"democratic structures that 
enhanced the actions of the people 
using them, he  

D. Sullivan, he enjoyed creating 
"democratic" structures that 
enhanced the actions of the people 
using them. He 

 
12. The legend and the letters of Ben 

Franklin suggest there was debate about 
the bird that should be chosen to 
symbolize the United States, although 
the American Bald Eagle won the spot 
the Wild Turkey came in a close second. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. United States although the American 

Bald Eagle won the spot 
C. United States. Although the 

American Bald Eagle won the spot, 
D. United States, although the 

American Bald Eagle won the spot: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13. Malaria diagnosis, which is done through 
a process called microscopy, currently 
takes about an hour to complete and 
relies on medical workers to spot 
parasites in the blood, a new device 
uses magnets to detect the presence of 
hemozoin, waste produced by the 
parasites, in the bloodstream, making 
the process faster and easier. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. blood. A 
C. blood a 
D. blood: a 

 
14. Augusta Savage, a Harlem Renaissance 

sculptor and former student of Charles 
Despiau. Created the most popular 
exhibit at the 1939 New York World's 
Fair: a striking statue entitled "The Harp. 
The statue depicted twelve African 
singers as the strings, the hand of God 
as the sounding board, and a kneeling 
man holding music as the foot pedal. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Despiau created 
C. Despinu, created 
D. Despiau; created 

 
15. "Can you believe that our son received 

an A in his math class!" Jeremy asked 
his wife in disbelief. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. class. 
C. class? 
D. class, 

 
16. Although Raksha Bandhan is a 

traditional Hindu ceremony, this 
celebration of the relationship between 
brothers and sisters has also been 
adopted by some secular communities 
which are not religious. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. secular communities. 
C. secular communities? 
D. secular communities which are not 

religious? 
 
  



17. In a perfect world, wouldn't it be nice if 
everyone who wanted a pet and had the 
ability to take care of it could do so 
(without worrying about weight limits or 
apartment building restrictions). 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. restrictions)! 
C. restrictions), 
D. restrictions)? 

 
18. "I thought I just asked you!" Julian's 

mom yelled before she was drowned out 
by a stampede of muddy-footed boys 
running through the house; none of 
Julian's friends had heeded her warning 
about removing their shoes. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. you? 
C. you: 
D. you; 

 
19. "Wind! Water! Fire! Earth!" the four 

heroes exclaimed, as they attempted in 
vain to summon Captain Planet. It's 
possible that the fifth hero neglected to 
exclaim, "Heart!" 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Planet it's 
C. Planet? It's 
D. Planet, it's 

 
20. The agricultural officer eased fears of a 

zombie apocalypse, saying, "A nutrient 
deficiency following the dry season 
might be behind this cow's carnivorous 
tendencies. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. tendencies. 
C. tendencies.” 
D. tendencies" 

 
21. She was trying to yell something after 

us, but the door closed, cutting off her 
speech: "Make sure that you don't 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. don't… 
C. don't. 
D. don't…. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22. "Goodbye!" she yelled, her voice 
growing louder over the roar of the 
train's engine, "I'll miss you?" 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. you? 
C. you!" 
D. you"! 

 
23. Annie Lee was an African-American 

artist and businesswoman who turned 
her paintings and sketches into 
collectibles for Black women. Maybe 
you've heard of her most famous works, 
Blue Monday and Six No Uptown... 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Uptown. 
C. Uptown? 
D. Uptown! 

 
24. The tourist marveled at how high she'd 

climbed, announcing that "Rambling 
around the hills of Granada, Spain is as 
intense a workout as climbing those in 
San Francisco!” 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. San Francisco! 
C. San Francisco. 
D. San Francisco". 

 
25. "Does pointillism use dots or was it 

lines?" The weary art student wondered 
aloud before falling asleep? 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. asleep. 
C. Asleep, 
D. asleep… 

 
26. Barrier islands are long, narrow, coastal, 

sand dune formations; they lie parallel to 
mainland coastlines and offer protection 
from storms and erosion! Barrier islands 
occur in chains, they influence local 
terrain by creating lagoons, estuaries, 
and marshes. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. erosion, Barrier 
C. erosion: barrier 
D. erosion. Barrier 

 
  



27. Maybe you already know this, but the 
Outer Banks is a 200-mile stretch of 
barrier islands off the coast of Virginia 
and North Carolina? 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. North Carolina. 
C. North Carolina... 
D. North Carolina 

 
28. Pablo Picasso's prolific career included 

a Blue Period, a Rose Period, and a 
Crystal Period, as well as the 
development of Cubism; he worked 
across genres to create sculptures, 
paintings, ceramics, and prints. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. included a Blue Period a Rose 

Period and a Crystal Period as well 
as the development of Cubism; he 
worked across genres to create 

C. included a Blue Period, a Rose 
Period, and a Crystal Period; as well 
as the development of Cubism; he 
worked across genres to create 

D. included a Blue Period; a Rose 
Period; and a Crystal Period; as well 
as the development of Cubism; he 
worked across genres to create 

 
29. Even though its crocodilian jaws are 

fragile and incapable of eating a large 
animal, the Gharial still evokes powerful 
emotion, terror. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. emotion 
C. emotion- 
D. emotion; 

 
30. The rise of educational video games is 

changing the way teachers think about 
the following aspects of education, 
interactivity, self-direction, and 
personalization. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. education; 
C. education: 
D. education 

 
31. Kudzu is an invasive plant species in the 

American South, that climbs shrubs and 
trees and kills by heavy shading. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. South; 
C. South 
D. South- 

32. Leonardo Da Vinci was known for 
practicing an extreme form of polyphasic 
sleep; and he only slept in twenty-minute 
bursts every four hours. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. sleep, 
C. sleep and 
D. sleep: 

 
33. As a monk, Tanzen had one mission in 

life, he wanted to relieve people's 
suffering. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. life: 
C. life; 
D. life, he wanted- 

 
34. Her breakout novel The House on 

Mango Street, launched Sandra 
Cisneros to international literary acclaim; 
but prior to its publication, she had 
already published two books of poetry. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. The House on Mango Street 

launched Sandra Cisneros to 
international literary acclaim; 
however, prior to its publication, 

C. The House on Mango Street 
launched Sandra Cisneros to 
international literary acclaim, but 
prior to its publication;  

D. The House on Mango Street 
launched Sandra Cisneros to 
international literary acclaim, but 
prior to its publication: 

 
35. Palindromes are words or phrases that 

are spelled the same backward and 
forward, examples include "racecar" and 
"Doc, note. I dissent. A fast never 
prevents a fatness. I diet on cod." 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. forwards, examples: 
C. forwards; examples 
D. forwards, examples; 

 
36. When it comes to the beauty of Venice, 

Italy, the philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche 
may have said it best: "When I seek 
another word for 'music,' I never find any 
other word than Venice." 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. best, 
C. best; 
D. best 



37. Women gained the right to vote in the 
United States in 1920, still, the U.S. lags 
behind countries, such as India, Costa 
Rica, and Ireland in electing a female 
head of state. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. United States in 1920: still the nation 

lags behind countries such as India 
Costa Rica and Ireland 

C. United States in 1920 still; the nation 
lags behind countries such as India, 
Costa Rica, and Ireland 

D. United States in 1920; still, the 
nation lags behind countries like 
India, Costa Rica, and Ireland 

 
38. "Did you know that the Outer Banks is 

both historically and naturally 
important?" asked Tameka the future 
oceanographer or astronaut (she hadn't 
decided yet what type of scientist she 
would become)!  

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. become). 
C. become)? 
D. become)- 

 
39. "From the birthplace of airplanes to the 

mysterious disappearing colony of 
Roanoke, Virginia, the Outer Banks are 
steeped in American history" the guide 
droned on, slowly losing his audience of 
tourists  

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. history!" 
C. history..." 
D. history." 

 
40. Fundamentally, we know that light is 

both a particle and a wave. We also 
know that light travels extraordinarily 
fast!  

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. fast,  
C. fast- 
D. fast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

41. Many textbooks and television shows 
indicate that art, dance, ritual, and 
religion all play important roles in Indian 
culture. But who knows what daily life is 
like until you actually live someplace? 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. someplace! 
C. someplace... 
D. someplace. 

 
42. The Ganges River holds an important 

place in Indian life and mythology. Many 
locals and visitors are concerned that 
pollution and overcrowding now threaten 
the river! 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. river. 
C. river? 
D. river, 

 
43. In his essay The Ethics of Living Jim 

Crow, Richard Wright recounts growing 
up as a black child in the South and 
living in constant fear of violence at the 
hands of white citizens, especially the 
police. The modern Black Lives Matter 
movement begs the question of how 
much has changed! 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. changed? 
C. Changed. 
D. changed; 

 
44. Contemporary opera is not as popular 

with audiences or as filled with high- 
profile composers as it was in opera's 
"golden age," but it still has a dedicated 
following and talented new composers 
like John Adams to contribute work to 
the genre. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. audiences, or 
C. audiences or, 
D. audiences, or, 

 
45. Because he was tired of eating take-out 

every night, Craig started baking bread 
once a week; as a result, his relationship 
with his roommates and later, his co-
workers, flowered. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. week; and 
C. week: 
D. week: and 

 



46. Recent film franchises, The Hunger 
Games, Divergent, The Maze Runner, 
have made the concept of frightening 
dystopian societies more familiar to the 
latest generation of moviegoers. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. franchises: The Hunger Games, 

Divergent, The Maze Runner, 
C. franchises; The Hunger Games, 

Divergent, The Maze Runner, 
D. franchises The Hunger Games, 

Divergent, The Maze Runner 
 

47. The Beat Generation was a 1950s 
literary movement that spawned some of 
America's most revered poets, they 
included: Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen 
Ginsberg, and Anne Waldman. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. poets, they included; Lawrence 
C. poets; they included Lawrence 
D. poets; they included, Lawrence 

 
48. According to the 2008 New Yorker 

article "Prophet Motive," Kahlil Gibran is 
the third best-selling poet of all time. 
surprisingly: he relied on his mother, 
sisters, and older women to pay his bills. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. time; surprisingly, 
C. time, surprisingly, 
D. time: surprisingly, 

 
49. Some botanists suggest, that a dwarf 

banana plant can be a low-maintenance 
addition to the home gardening 
enthusiast's indoor collection, especially 
during the winter months. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Botanists suggest that 
C. botanists, suggest that 
D. botanists suggest that, 

 
50. Translators, that are highly skilled, can 

often have their choice of jobs around 
the world because of the rise in global 
communications. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. Translators that are highly skilled 
C. Translators that are highly skilled, 
D. Translators that are highly skilled; 

 
 
 
 

51. The geography teacher explained the 
concept to the class-a toponym is a word 
that is derived from a place name. He 
gave two examples: Champagne, which 
is named after a region in France, and 
Colby cheese, named after Colby, 
Wisconsin. 

 
A. NO CHANGE 
B. word, 
C. word: 
D. word 

 
52. The geologist, the printmaker, and the 

scissors manufacturer played a game of 
rock, paper, and scissors. Each 
displaying a preference that 
complemented their occupation. 

 
A. No change  
B. scissors; each 
C. scissors, each  
D. scissors: each 

 
53. Before cleaning her turtle's tank: Sophie 

always tied a helium balloon around the 
animal, so that he would be easier to 
find.  

 
A. No change 
B. tank. Sophie 
C. tank, Sophie 
D. tank; Sophie 

 
54. During what would otherwise have been 

a boring presentation on safety Tyrone 
added a few jokes to the script that kept 
the students in stitches.  

 
A. No change 
B. safety: 
C. safety; 
D. safety, 

 
55. After 550 people volunteered at King's 

Circle Station in Mumbai. The station 
grew cleaner, safer, and even more 
beautiful. 

 
A. No change 
B. Mumbai; the 
C. Mumbai: the 
D. Mumbai, the 

 
  



56. Tech titan Steve Jobs loved raw carrots 
and reportedly ate several per day. 
Turning his skin an orange hue. 

 
A. No change 
B. day, turning 
C. day, this turned 
D. day, turning 

 
57. Although urban gardening has become 

very popular. City gardeners need to be 
careful to protect their crops from soil 
contaminants.  

 
A. No change 
B. popular; city 
C. popular, city 
D. popular city 

 
58. Artist-biologist Joseph Tomeller is 

painstaking in his drawings of fish. 
Detailing minutiae like the exact number 
of scales and tiny variations in color. 

 
A. No change 
B. fish: detailing 
C. fish, detailing 
D. fish detailing 

 
59. The old adage that sarcasm is the 

lowest form of wit might not be true, 
according to a 2015 study by Huang, 
Gino, and Galinsky the study claims that 
people who make sarcastic comments 
while attempting a difficult task are more 
likely to be creative in their problem-
solving. 

 
A. No change 
B. Galinsky, the 
C. Galinsky, and the  
D. D. Galinsky. The 

 

60. Readers may think that Carolyn Keene 
was a prolific and long-lived writer. 
Publishing more than 150 Nancy Drew 
Mystery Stories between 1930 and 
2003. Actually, "Carolyn Keene" was the 
pen name for more than a dozen 
authors!  

 
A. No change 
B. writer, she published 
C. writer, publishing  
D. writer she published 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Standard English Conventions 3 - Answer Key 
 

Q.no Answer Key Q.no Answer Key 

1 B 31 C 

2 B 32 D 

3 D 33 B 

4 B 34 B 

5 D 35 C 

6 D 36 A 

7 A 37 D 

8 B 38 B 

9 B 39 C 

10 B 40 A 

11 B 41 A 

12 C 42 B 

13 B 43 C 

14 C 44 A 

15 C 45 A 

16 B 46 D 

17 D 47 C 

18 A 48 B 

19 A 49 B 

20 C 50 B 

21 B 51 D 

22 C 52 C 

23 B 53 C 

24 A 54 D 

25 B 55 D 

26 D 56 B 

27 B 57 C 

28 A 58 C 

29 C 59 D 

30 C 60 C 

 


