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Purpose
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✓ Situational Judgement tests are widely used 

in medicine to evaluate candidates’ 

professionalism. 

✓ UCAT Situational Judgement assesses 

attributes considered important in the study 

and practice of medicine, including empathy, 

adaptability, resilience, teamwork and 

integrity.



The Structure Of UCAT SJ
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✓ In this subtest you are presented with 69 questions within 22 scenarios. 

✓ Each scenario will be associated with between one and five UCAT questions.

✓ You have 26 minutes to answer all the questions, but most students do not find Situational Judgement as 

time pressured as other UCAT subtests. It is, however, often very difficult to judge which is the ‘correct’ 

answer.

✓ In UCAT Situational Judgement, you receive full marks if you choose the correct answer, and partial marks 

if you choose an option that is close to the correct answer.
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Types of SJ Questions
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Explanation of question types

Importance questions:

• Less than half of the UCAT Situational Judgement subtest will be composed of 

Importance questions. 

• you will be presented with a scenario, followed by a number of considerations. You 

need to rate the relative importance of each consideration in the context of the 

scenario, from ‘very important’ to ‘not important at all’.
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Scoring

• Previously, scores in the Situational Judgement

Test of UCAT were provided in one of four bands, 

with band 1 being the highest:

• Band 1: excellent performance, similar judgement

to a panel of experts

• Band 2: good performance, showing appropriate 

judgement frequently

• Band 3: modest performance, showing 

appropriate judgement in some questions

• Band 4: low performance, judgement differing 

substantially from ideal responses
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Strategies for UCAT SJ questions

You will need a solid understanding of the principles 

governing medical professionalism. 

1. honesty and integrity

2. compassionate and patient-centred care

3. effective teamwork

4. patient autonomy

5. confidentiality 

6. a commitment to safety and ongoing 

improvement. 
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Tip 1

1. Identify the key issue(s) in the scenario

• When reading the UCAT Situational 
Judgement scenario, it is important to read 
actively, identifying the key issues raised. This 
will help you to judge the relative importance of 
considerations, or the appropriateness of 
various actions. 

• For example, a consideration is likely to be 
‘very important’ if it addresses a key issue 
raised in the scenario, and a response which 
does not address a key issue is likely to be 
inappropriate.
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Tip 2

2. Understand important ethical principles

It is important to have a solid understanding of medical 
ethics and the principles of medical professionalism to 
succeed in the UCAT Situational Judgement test. 

• Key principles for UCAT Situational Judgement include:

• Honesty and integrity

• Compassionate and patient-centred care

• Effective teamwork

• Patient autonomy
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Tip 3

3. Recognize your limitations

• In medicine, it is essential that a student or doctor 
understands the limitations of their experience and seeks 
help when required. Therefore, pay close attention to the 
role that the character has in the UCAT Situational 
Judgement question.

• Is the character a medical student, junior doctor or senior 
doctor? This will influence the appropriateness of the 
action that a character takes. For example, medical 
students are generally not permitted to prescribe 
medication, deliver patient results or perform complex 
procedures.
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Tip 4

4. Don’t agonise

• Situational Judgement UCAT questions are easy to 
overthink if you consider them for too long. You can 
always make an argument that something is more or less 
important or appropriate, based on various factors. In 
reality, the answers to questions in UCAT Situational 
Judgement are decided upon by a group of ‘Subject 
Matter Experts’ (SMEs).

• Therefore, place more emphasis on choosing the correct 
‘side’ of an answer, rather than agonising about the 
correct response. Remember that partial marks are 
awarded – for example, if the correct answer is ‘Very 
important’ and you chose ‘Important’, you would get 
partial marks.
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Tip 5

5. Watch fatigue

• By the start of the UCAT Situational Judgement test, you 
will already have answered over 150 UCAT questions, 
and you will have been concentrating extremely hard for 
an hour and a half. It is likely that you will be tired and 
you may have difficulty concentrating.
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UCAT
SITUATIONAL JUDGEMENT 

*importance questions
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SJ 2 Practice | Scenario 2 – Personal Statement
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SJ 6 Practice | Scenario 6 – Career Development
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SJ 7 Practice | Scenario 7 – Venting Off
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SJ 8 Practice | Scenario 8 – Gift from Patient
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SJ 15 Practice | Scenario 15 – Staying Late
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SJ 16 Practice | Scenario 16 – Infection Control
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SJ 22 Practice | Scenario 22 – Conflict of Opinion



21

SJ 24 Practice | Scenario 24 – Drug Error
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SJ 25 Practice | Scenario 25 – Tube Station Incident
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SJ 26 Practice | Scenario 26 – Relative Enquiry
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SJ 35 Practice | Scenario 35 – Internet Medicine
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SJ 36 Practice | Scenario 36 – Educated Patient
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SJ 37 Practice | Scenario 37 – Speeding



Thank you
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