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UCAT VR Format
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✓ The UCAT Verbal Reasoning subtest is composed of 11 passages of text (ranging from 200 

to 400 words), giving a total of 44 questions.

✓ You have 21 minutes to complete these UCAT questions, which is under 2 minutes per unit 

✓ under 30 seconds per question 



Two main types of UCAT VR questions 
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Verbal Reasoning 1 
Reading Comprehension



Strategies for UCAT VR questions
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Speed reading 
Keyword 
searching 

Understanding 
logical fallacies 

Applying a 
critical thinking 

framework 

Not using your own 
knowledge/biases



Increase your reading speed
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• Speed reading is a key skill that is required to succeed in the Verbal Reasoning subtest of 

UCAT. 

• Not only will you be faced with lengthy passages of text, but you will also have less than 30 

seconds on average to answer each question.

• You need to be able to skim through the text, identifying the structure of the passage and the 

key points being communicated. Various speed-reading strategies are useful in UCAT, such 

as chunking.



Use key words
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• Identifying and searching for keywords 

• Start by identifying keywords in the question stem that stand out or are unique.

• Good keywords include dates (for example, 1998) or capitalized words (for example, United 

Nations).

• Scan the text for these keywords to locate relevant parts of the passage. 

• Read just before and after the keyword: this will provide you with the necessary information 

required to answer the question.



The Linking Words
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1. A linking word is a word that shows a connection between clauses or sentences.

2. Help the reader interpret your ideas

3. Transitional words or phrases help carry your thoughts forward from one sentence to another 

and one paragraph to another

4. Transitional words link sentences and paragraphs together smoothly so that there are no abrupt 

jumps or breaks between ideas



Example of The Linking  words
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• To Add:
• and, again, and then, besides, equally important, finally, further, furthermore, nor, too, next, 

lastly, what's more, moreover, in addition, first (second, etc.)

• To Compare:
• whereas, but, yet, on the other hand, however, nevertheless, on the contrary, by comparison, 

where, compared to, up against, balanced against, vis a vis, but, although, conversely, 

meanwhile, after all, in contrast, although this may be true

• To Prove:
• because, for, since, for the same reason, obviously, evidently, furthermore, moreover, besides, 

indeed, in fact, in addition, in any case, that is



Example of The Linking  words
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• To Show Exception:
• yet, still, however, nevertheless, in spite of, despite, of course, once in a while, sometimes

• To Show Time:
• immediately, thereafter, soon, after a few hours, finally, then, later, previously, formerly, first 

(second, etc.), next, and then

• To Repeat:
• in brief, as I have said, as I have noted, as has been noted 

• To Give an Example:
• for example, for instance, in this case, in another case, on this occasion, in this situation, take 

the case of, to demonstrate, to illustrate, as an illustration



Example of The Linking  words
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• To Emphasize:
• definitely, extremely, obviously, in fact, indeed, in any case, absolutely, positively, naturally, 

surprisingly, always, forever, perennially, eternally, never, emphatically, unquestionably, 

without a doubt, certainly, undeniably, without reservation

• To Show Sequence:
• first, second, third, and so forth, next, then, following this, at this time, now, at this point, after, 

afterward, subsequently, finally, consequently, previously, before this, simultaneously, 

concurrently, thus, therefore, hence, next, and then, soon

• To Summarize or Conclude:
• in brief, on the whole, summing up, to conclude, in conclusion, as I have shown, as I have said, 

hence, therefore, accordingly, thus, as a result, consequently



Accept that you won’t have time to check each option
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• Many students are tempted to check each option in Reading Comprehension questions to ensure 

that the option they are choosing is the ‘best’ answer. Unfortunately, the Verbal Reasoning 

subtest of UCAT is highly time pressured, and if you check each option for each question, you 

will run out of time.

• If you come across an option that seems to match the answer, select it and move on. Trust your 

judgement and your instincts.



Don’t over-think
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• Smart students are prone to over-thinking passages and answer options. However, if you do this 

in the Verbal Reasoning subtest of UCAT, you will often get the question wrong.

• Take the statements in the passages at face value. Do not over-analyse or second guess what is 

presented. For the purposes of UCAT, accept that each statement is factually true. Remember 

that the test designers know that you have limited time to make assessments, so you will not be 

required to engage in significant analysis or evaluation.
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VR Practice 14

Sleepover
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VR Practice 18 

Fat Chance



18



19



20

VR Practice 19 

Snooping
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VR Practice 20

Breaking The Sound Barrier
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VR Practice 21

Radioactive Waste
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VR Practice 23

Microwaves
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VR Practice 25

Forest Fire
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Thank you
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